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Sllibertt'drment 




T was intended to complete this work in Two 
Volumes, but as the Compiler proceeded be 
found such limits too confined, witbout materiallj 
impairing its utility, and bas tberefore extended 
it to a Tbird Volume, wbicb wiU close witb tbe ac- 
cession of tbe House of Brunswick. 

To render tbe book serviceable to tbose wbo wisb 
to study Englisb History systematically, a classified 
list of authorities will be appended ; numerous Notes 
and Illustrations will also be added, and, whenever . 
practicable, from cotemporary sources. 
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HOUSE OF LANCASTER. 




•jiHE L&ncaBtriEin prioces, who were three in 
Dumber, and ruled for above sixty years, were 
I without hereditary right to the crown, and 
poBBeeBed it only by virtue of & parliamentary 
settlement, which set aside a formal declaration t^ Ri- 
chard II. in favoor of Roger Mortimer, earl of March*, 
and which had been assented to by the lords spiritual 
and temporal, and commons, in the face of a claim made 
in the name of his sod by John of Gaunt, and supported 
by the production of what were considered forged docu- 
ments. Some years later, when the unhappy king was a 
prisoner in his hands, Henry of Lancaster again brought 
his rejected claim forward; but not choosing to tmat to 
it alone, he mixed it up with complaints of Richard's 
misgovemment, and even some mention of conquest". 

• See vol. i. ^. 409. 

' See bia claim, ae appeanog oa tlie Bella of Pariiamenl^ ToL 1. 
Pi 418 of this work. 
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and was declared king on no intelligible principle, by 
his triumphant faction. Some years later he obtained 
a parliamentary recognition, [7 Hen. IV. c. 2,] in which 
the unquestionable right of the Mortimers is passed over 
in silence; and he transmitted the crown to his son^, 
whose warlike achievements promised to give him a 
second kingdom in France ; but these expectations were 
frustrated by his premature death. 

Both these princes were able men, well fitted to pre- 
serve their acquisitions ; their successor was of a totally 
different character, and his weakness proved the ruiD of 
his House. His ambitious uncles struggled for power 
during his long minority » and so neglected foreign afiairs, 
that the French were enabled not only to recover their 
recent lost provinces, but also to regain others which 
had long been in the hands of the English, and the 
few that remained were alienated on the king's mar- 



c The Lancastrian ** claim by blood**^ is shewn in the annexed table. 

HenbtIII. 



^, 



i 



EPMUin) Crouc?hback (eldest son) 
Blanche of Namuse 

Honry of Monmo uth 
Maud de Qiaworth 



m^^^^rm^ 



Henry Gtianiond Maud 

Isabel de Beaumont Pe Burgh o^Ulst^ 

ihe Eliaabeth 

Lionel of Clarence, 
(3rd son of Edw. IIL) 

r 

House of Lanoasteb. House of Tore. 



Blanohe 
John of Gaunt 



Edward I. 
(younger bob) 

Edward IL 



Bdwabd III. 



J, 



Joba of Gannty 
(4ih son of Edw. III.) 



Heniy of Lancaster. 
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riiige with Margaret of Anjou. The grievoua discon- 
tents thereby occasioned to a nation that had long looked 
ou itself as rightful lord of France, added to many per- 
sonal alights that he received from the new queen, and 
her favourite minister, Suffolk, induced Richard, duke 
of York'', who had hitherto served the king as governor 
of Normandy, to bring forward his claim to the throne 
as the representative of the Mortimers. Tlie duVe was 
killed In the struggle ; his place, however, waa well sup- 
plied by his son Edward, and very shortly after the sceptre 
passed from the feehle descendant of John of Gaunt. 

Aa illegitimate branch of the house of Lancaster, the 
Beauforts'', rendered themselves conspicuous for courage 
and ability, and were firm supporters of the throne of 
their relatives. Cardinal Beaufort, John, earl of Dorset 
and duke of Exeter, Edmund, doke of Somerset, held 
high offices in the state, and Margaret, the daughter of 
John, duke of Somerset, was the mother of Henry, earl 
ot Richmond, the first of the Tudor kings. 

Beside devices peculiar to each s 
prince, and the well-known symbol of 
the red rose, the columblneand the col- 
Iw of SS. belong to the House of 
Lancaster. The portcullis, adopted 
by the Tndors, was t, device of the ' 
Beauforts. nfT.rt.d<i. 

• Bee p. 6a. 

' They were the deBoendants of John of Oaunt bjr KaUiorine 
SwinEird, but were l^tiinat«d by letters patent of Kohard II., on 
act of partmment, and a puiol denree. Bidiud'> leCters patent 

£Bb. 9, 1397) wore confirmed by Henry IV., (Feb. 10. 140J,) bat 
of hia own authority introduced a rertrictiie olaaae, "eicapta 
digTuCate regali," which nov appean sa an iDtwIinefttioD on. th* 
Patent Boll, (20 Eio. IL p. 2. m. &) 



HENRY IV. 

Hbnrt, the only eon of John of Gaunt, by Blanche, 
daughter of Henry Grismond, duke of Lancaster, was 
born at Bolingbroke, in Lincolnahire, in 136G. Aa Sir 
Henry of Lancaster, he was celebrated for his ekill in 
martial exercises ; he served in Baibary against the 
Mohammed an a, in Lithuania against the pagan tribes 
on Ibe shores of tbe Baltic, and made the pilgrimage 
to Jerasalem. His bold, active, enterprising character 
contrasted strongly irith that of Richard II., and he 
was a popular favourite, while regarded with jealoua 
dislike by the king. He joined in the proceedings 
against the dnke of Gloucester, and was in conse- 
quence created duke of Hereford; bnt quarrelling soon 
after with the duke of Norfolk, each accusing the other 
of expressing treasonable doubts of the king's intention 
towards them, both were banished. 
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The duke of Hereford withdrew to France, with a 
promise that he should not he deprived of his inherit- 
ance in the event of his father's death ; hut he allied him- 
self with his former enemies, the fugitives of the duke 
of Gloucester's party, and thus perhaps induced the 
king to revoke the promise he had made. He re- 
turned to England, ostensibly to claim his inheritance, 
but being supported by powerful friends, and feebly 
opposed by the duke of York, the regent in the absence 
of the king in Ireland, he was enabled also to seize on 
the throne, and found a new royal house. 

Henry was declared king, Sept. 30, 1399, and he 
held the sceptre for nearly fourteen years, amid all the 
difficulties and cruelties that usually attend a flagrant 
usurpation. His title was not recognised by foreign 
states, and he had little success in war^; he wsis re- 
pelled with scorn when attempting to form a mar- 
riage for his son Henry, with the youthful queen of 
his predecessor, and personally insulted by her kin- 
dred; numerous plots were formed against his life, 
and most barbarously punished ; his parliaments remon- 
strated vehemently on his bad governments; his finances 
were throughout his reign in a deplorable condition ; 

I Among other promises made by Henry at his accession, had 
been one^ that he would head an army against France, and lead it 
&rther than his grand&ther, Edward III., had ever done. He never 
performed this promise, bat in the year 1411 he sent a considerable 
Dody of troops, mider the duke of Clarence, to assist the duke of 
Burgundy against his rival, the duke of Orleans ; in the following 
year he joined the Orleans faction, but the parties wisely efifected a 
temporary agreement, in order to dispense with such dangerous aid. 

I Beside procuring the removal of various obnoxious officers of 
the royal household, the Commons asserted their privileges with 
vigour, and succeeded in establishing their exclusive right of im- 
posmg taxes, and also of controlling uie public expenditure. 
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Arntt of Farcy* MUl ol 
Nortkambttlaad. 



his great friends the Percies*^ abandoned him; the 
Welsh foiled his attacks in person, and the Irish very 

^ Henry, lord Percy of Alnwick, served in France and in Flanders 
in the wars of the latt^ part of the reign of Edward III. He was 
rewarded with the office of marshal, and, acting in that capacity at 
the coronation of Richard II., he was created earl of Northumber- 
land. Being also warden of the east marches, 
he was engaged in frequent hostilities with 
the Soots, and in 1378 captured Berwick, 
which he committed to the care of Sir Matthew 
Redman. Apprehending an attempt at it« 
surprise, the earl directed Redman to admit 
no one without an order from himself; John 
of Gaunt passed that way, and was refused 
entry, of which he bitterly complained to the 
king ; and when some time after a plot for 
seizing the place was discovered, he charged 
the earl with treason, and endeavoured to 
procure his condemnation; the accusation, 
however, was disbelieved, and Northumberland was employed in 
negotiating a treaty of peace with France. He was subsequently 
reconciled to John of Gaunt (who was his kinsman by marriage), 
and warmly espoused the cause of his son, Henry of Lsmcaster ; he 
thus became an object of suspicion to Richard II., was summoned 
to court, and not appearing, his estates were forfeited ; the king, 
however, went on his second expedition to Ireland without seizing 
them, and Henry landed, and became king, mainly by the aid of 
Northumberland, who received vast grants, such as the Isle of Man, 
the justiceship of Chester, and many uastles in Wales, while the 
Isle of Anglesey was bestowed on his son Hotspur. They together 
defeated the Scots at Homildon, in 1402, and captured the earl of 
Douglas, but either repeating of the part they had acted against 
Richard, or offended at the refusal of Henry to allow them to treat 
for the liberation of theh' kinsman, Sir Edmund Mortimer, from the 
hcmds of Glyndwr, they resolved to dethrone the usurper. It is 
probable, however, that meaner motives also actuated them. Henry's 
grants had been large, but he had left them to conduct the Welsh 
and Scottish wars on their own resouroes ; and Henry Percy com- 
plains, in a letter dated June 26, 1403, remaining among the Privy 
Council Records, that ''£20,000 and more" was owing to his fitther 
and himself on that account. The great difficulty of Henry's reign, 
as is abundantly evident from the same class of documents, was want 
of money ; their claim was left unpaid, and they took up arms. Their 
enterprise miscarried ; young Percy was killed at Shrewsbury, but 
the earl obtained a pardon ; he soon after joined Archbishop Scrope's 
rising, was in consequence obliged to flee to Scotland, and subse- 
quently to Wales, and being after a while induced to return to Eng- 
land, was defeated and kiUed at Bramham-moor, near Leeds, Feb. 
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nearly threw off the English yoke ; and he was at 
variance with his eldest son, who manifested some 
desire to depose him. At length, worn out by repeated 
attacks of ^ilepsy, he died March 20, 1413, and was 
buried at Canterbmy. 

Henry was twice married : first, to Mary de Bohun, 
youngest daughter and coheiress of Humphrey, earl of 
Hereford ; and secondly, to Joan of Navarre, who sur- 
vived him till 1437. His issue, who were all by his first 



19, 1408. Hi6 body was quartered and the portions set up in London, 
lincoln, Berwick, and Newcastle ; but after a few months they were 
taken down by permission of Henry, and delivered to his Mends for 
bmrial. 

The earl's son, Henry, was, when quite young, associated with 
his &ther in the chai^gB of the Scottish marcnes, and there his well- 
known appellation of Hotspur was acquired. In 1385 he was sent 
to succour Calais, and made many daring incursions into Picardy ; 
afterwajrds served at sea, then killed the earl of Douglas at Otterfoum, 
but was himself captured, through pursuing his advantage too far. 
He soon obtained his freedom, and in 13o9 passed over to Calais, 
and thence into Britanny, beui^ retained us the king's soldier at the 
rate of £100 per annum. He joined Henry, and received from him 
the wardenship of the east marches, the justiceship of North Wales, 
and the Isle of Anglesey, but afterwards fell in arms against him at 
Shrewsbury. His son Henry, after many years of exile in Scotland, 
was restored to his title and estates in 1414, and was killed fighting 
on the Lancastrian side at the first battle of St. Alban's, in 1455. 

Thomas Percy, the younger brother of the earl, served in France 
under the Black Prince, and was seneschal of the Limousin. He 
was afterwards made admiral of the north sea, and captain of Calais. 
He was also admiral of the fleet that conveyed the earl of Bucking- 
h^n's troops to Britanny in 1380. His fleet was dispersed by a 
storm, smd his own ship disabled ; while in that condition, it was 
attacked by a Spanish vessel of greatly superior force, but Sir 
Thomas captured his opponent by boarding, carried his prize into 
port, and sold it, with the money replaced the equipment which the 
troops he had on board had lost, and led them in gallant order to 
ioia the earl. He afterwards became steward of the household to 
Richard IL, and was created earl of Worcester, but treacherously 
forsook him on his return from Ireland, and received from Henry 
IV. the lieutenancy of Wales. He joined in the fatal enterprise of 
his brother and nephew, and being taken at Shrewsbury, was be- 
headed the day after. 
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wife, (she died in 1394, at the age of 24,) were four 
eons and two daughters ; viz. 

1. Hbnry, who succeeded him. 

2. Thomas, horn in 1389, was appointed4ieutenant of 
Ireland in 1401, and created duke of Clarence in 1412. 
He served in France in that year, and also under his 
brother, and was killed at Beauge, in Anjou, March 
22, 1421. He left no issue by his wife, Margaret, 
daughter of Thomas Holland, earl of Kent, and relict 
of John Beaufort, earl of Somerset, but his natural 
son. Sir John of Clarence, had a grant of several 
manors in Ireland from Henry VI., by patent dated 
July 11, 1427. 

3. John, bom in 1390, was appointed constable of 
England in 1403, and was created duke of Bedford in 
1415. His talents upheld the English rule in France, 
and he died regent of that kingdom, at Paris, Sept. 14, 
1435. He married, first, Anne, sister of Philip, duke 
of Burgundy, and soon after her death, (which occurred 
Nov. 14, 1432,) Jaqueline of Luxemburg, who survived 
him until 1472, and became the wife of Sir Richard 
Woodville, and mother of Elizabeth, the queen of 
Edward IV. 

4. Humphrey, bom in 1391, was created duke of 
Gloucester in 1414. He was protector of England 
during the minority of his nephew, Henry VI., was in- 
volved in foreign wars through an imprudent marriage, 
opposed by his uncle. Cardinal Beaufort\ and at last was 

' He was the third son of John of Gktunt by Catherine Swinford. 
He entered the Church, became dean of Wells, and when young was 
promoted to the see of Lincoln ; he succeeded Wykeham as bishop 
of Winchester, and in later years was made cardinal and papal 



foond dead in hia bed, under snspicioiu circum stances, 
Feb. 1417- He married, but was afterwards divorced 
from, Jaqueline of Uolland ; his second wife, Eleanor, 
daughter of Lord Cobham, was accused of witchcraft 
and treasou, and after doing penance in London, was 
imprisoned, first at Calais, and afterwards in the Isle of 
Man, for the remainder of her life. He left a natural 
daughter, Antig;one, who married Henry Grey, earl of 
Tankerrille. 

5. Blanche, bom in 1392, was married when only 
ten years old to Louis, son of the emperor Rupert, and 
died in childbed. May 22. 1409. 

6. PhiUppa, bom in 1393, married Eric XIII.. of 
Denmark. She acted with wisdom and courage as re- 
gent of the kingdom while Eric made a pilgrimage to 
the Holy Land, and defended Copenhagen from an 
attack of the Holsteiners, but failing in an attempt on 
Stralsund, their stronghold, she was 

brutally beaten by her savage hus- 
band, and died of grief in the mo- 
nastery of Wadateua very shortly 
after, Jan. 5, 1430J. 

Henry bore the same arms as his 
grandfather, Edward III., viz., an- 
cient France and England quarterly. a™., i Hn.> iv. 

legale. He waa esteemed a profbuiid canoniet, held Uie office of 
obanoeHor thrioe. was amployed on frequent emba^es, and made 
the pi^rimaee to Jenualem. He wag for man; years at Tariance 
with his nephew Glouceslsr, ajid died vary ahortly after him, April 

' Eric, who was batC-witted, and had before been saied from ei- 

fulaioD by the pimularity of hia queen, waa bodd after driven teota 
in kingduca ; he uvod for a while as a pirate in QothJand,but ended 
his days in the mooaatery of Rugeuvald, in Pomerania. 
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Supporters, a lion and antelope, also an antelope and 
swan, are ascribed to him, but on doubtful authority* 
Beside the collar of SS. ^ numerous badges and devices^ 
as a genet, an eagle displayed, crescents, the fox's 
tail, panthers and eagles crowned, appear to have been 
employed by him. 

It is impossible to form a favourable estimate of the 
character of Henry. Great talents he no doubt had, 
but it seems equally certain that he had few virtues ^ 
His persecution of the • Lollards, whose patron he had 
formerly been, and whose dislike to Richard had been 
so serviceable to himself, proved him utterly devoid of 
care for any interests but his own ; his seizure and im- 
prisonment of the prince of Scotland, and siding alter* 
nately with one and the other party in France, shewed 
him wanting in honourable feeling; his cruelty was 
signally manifested in many instances; and perhaps 
the most that can with truth be said for him, is, that 
he probably was not guilty of the murder of his prede- 
cessor, as has been often charged on him. 



A.D. 1399. Henry of Lancaster is received as king 
by the parliament, Sept. 30™. He creates his eldest 

^ His tomb at Canterbury is covered with this ornament, which is 
known to have been borne by him when earl of Derby ; it ia 
presumed to stand for " Souveraigne," and to have been meant as 
an assertion of his claim to the throne. 

* If credit could be given to the speech ascribed to Richard in 
confinement by a French chronicler, (published by the English 
Historical Society,) Henry was guilty of so many crimes, that even 
his own father wished him to be put to death, but the Mng spared 
him, against the advice of his counsellors. 

" Archbishop Arundel preached a sermon on the occasion, taking 
for his text 1 Samuel ix. 17, " Behold the man whom I spake to 
thee of; this same shAll rei^ over My people." 
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son prince of Wales, and appoints the earls of North- 
umberland and Westmoreland^ constable and marshal. 

The parliament re-assembles at Westminster, Oct. 
6, and sits till Nov. 19. Most of the transactions of 
the late king and his ministers since the year 1386 
are set aside as illegal^; a general pardon is granted, 
except to the murderers of the duke of Gloucester P; 
special favour is promised to the Londoners for ** their 
good and loyal behaviour;'* and, (Oct. 27,) at the 



" B^ph, lord Neville, had been created earl of Westmoreland by 
Richard IL, after the murder of the duke of Gloucoster. and had 
received other fevours ; but he was the 
brother-in-law of Henry of Lancaster, and 
rendered him most essential service against 
his benefactor. He joined him on his landing, 
was appointed earl marshal, and governor of 
the Tower, and adhered to him against his 
old associates and kinsmen, the Percies ; 
prevented the earl of Northumberland from 
joining his son. Hotspur ; checked the incur- 
sions of the Soots ; and, by gross treachery, 
got Archbishop Scrope, the earl of Notting- 
ham, and others of Kichard's partisans, into 
his hands. He died Oct. 21, 1425, and was ^"wtlZV^^:':!^'" 
buried at Staindrop, in the county of Durham, 
where a stately monum«Qt to his memory yet remains. He married, 
for his second wife, Joan Beaufort, daughter of John of Gaunt, and 
by her he had a numerous family, of whom Kichard became earl of 
Salisbury, and father of "king-making Warwick ;" Ceciha married 
Richard, duke of York, father of Edward IV. ; Eleanor married 
Henry, earl of Northumberland, killed at St. Alban's, in 1465 ; and 
Anne was the wife of Humphrey, duke of Buckingham, killed at 
Northampton. He was succeeded by his grandson, Ralph, who 
married a daughter of Hotspur. 

• The attainder of the duke of Gloucester and his adherents was 
reversed, and most of the nobles (including king Richard's half-bro- 
ther and nephew) who after the duke's condemnation had received 
higher titles, (see voL \. p. 415,J were reduced to their former ones ; 
the commons indeed requested that they might be put to death : 
the earls of Huntingdon, Kent, and Salisbury, and Lord Despenser, 
were in consequence imprisoned, but they were soon released. 

p One of them, John Hall, was executed, and his head sent to 
Calais. 
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instance of Henry, "Richard, late king of England," 
is sentenced to perpetual imprisonment, "to be kept 
secretly in safe ward^." 

The new king creates a number of Knights of the 
Bath, three of his sons being among them, Oct. 11'; he 
is crowned at Westminster, Oct. 13. 

Thomas Arundel is formally restored to the see of 
Canterbury ■. 

The Isle of Man, lately forfeited by Scrope, earl of 
Wiltshire, is granted to the earl of Northumberland*. 

Edmund Mortimer, earl of March ^, retires to the 

< This parliament was one of the most violent recorded in our 
annals. The nobles charged each other (and with good reason) 
with falsehood and disloyalty, and more uian forty gauntlets were 
thrown on the floor, as pledges of combats, but it does not appear 
that they took place. 

r This is presumed to be the date of the regular establishment of 
the order, although its distinguishing feature, the bath, had loTkg 
been one of the ceremonies attendant on the admission of knights. 

■ This is the date of the letters patent, but he seems to have 
been received as archbishop immed^tely on his return, in July 
or August. 

t This and other great gifts bestowed by the new-made king on 
his chief supporters occasioned the repeated remonstrances of the 
parliament, and statutes were passea to check the evil; thus 
it was enacted, that in any petition for grants of land, mention 
should be made of their value, [1 Hen. 
IV. c. 6,] and of what the petitioner had 
received before, [2 Hen. IV. c. 2,] but these 
restrictions were evidently disregarded, as 
we meet with another statute soon after 
against undue grants, [4 Hen. IV. c. 4]. 
'fte royal fiimily was exempted from the 
operation of these statutes, [6 Hen. IV. 
c. 21 Henry created his eldest son prince 
of Wales ; of his other sons, one was made 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland, another con- 
stable of England, and all received large 
portions of the estates which confiscation 
had placed in his hands. 

" He was the son of Roger Mortimer, 
killed m Ireland in 1398, and presumptive ^^, ^ ^^^^^ ^^ j^ ^ 
heir to the throne. His fhends leagued 
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Welsh marches; his brother and sister are imprisoned 
at Windsor. 

The kings of France and Scotland refuse to recognise 
Henry as king, and prepare for an invasion of England, 
alleging the truces to have expired vnth the deposition 
of Richard. 

The threatened invasion never took place, but the 
subjects of both crowns carried on for years a course 
of depredations on the English coasts. In particular, 
Waleran, count of St. Pol^, fitted out a strong fleet, 
which kept the southern and eastern shores in constant 
alarm, the Scots cruised in the northern seas, and the 
Bretons and Spaniards^ ravaged the west. Henry's 
remonstrances being disregarded, for these freebooters 
were not to be controlled by their feeble sovereigns'^, 
private individuals and towns in England fitted out 
ships, to retaliate on the enemy, and the narrow seas 
soon became one scene of piracy. The parliament at 
various times granted sums for the defence of the 
coasts, but these were generally understood to be mis- 
applied by the king's officers, and the English trade 
was nearly destroyed; at length in 1406, a body of 

with the Percies and Glvndwr m behalf of his right, but he aban- 
doned the contest, made his submission, betrayed the counsels of 
his adherents, and hved a humble dependant on the Lancastrian 
princes, until tiie time of his death. He died of the plague, 
in the castle of Trim, in Ireland, in 1424, holding at the time 
^e office of lord-lieutenant. His sister Anne was the mother of 
Richard, duke of York. 

* He had resided in England, both as a prisoner and as an am- 
bassador, and had married a hsdf-sister of ^ng Richard. 

" The Spaniards were the subjects of the king of Navarre (Charles 
ni.), who was nearly related to the king of France. 

« Charles VI. of France and Robert III. of Scotland were both 
mere puppets in the hands of their unprincipled relatives, the dukes 
of Orleans, Burgundy, and Albany. 
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merchants came forward, who offered to undertake the 
guardianship of the seas for a term, if certain subsidies 
were paid into their hands, instead of to the exchequer J. 
A.D. 1400. The earls of Huntingdon, Kent, and 
Salisbury, Lord Despenser, and others league together 
to release king Richard, and murder Henry at a tour- 
nament at Oxford ; the plot is betrayed by the earl 
of Rutland', Jan. 4. 

Henry flees from Windsor, and raises an army of Lon- 
doners ; the earls withdraw towards the west, but enter- 
ing Cirencester (in the evening of Jan. 6,) without their 
forces, they are assailed by the townsmen, some killed, 
others captured, and the rest put to flight ^ 

Henry proceeds as far as Oxford with his forces, when 
Sir Benet Shelley, and Sir Thomas Blount, (personal at- 
tendants of king Richard^,) and about thirty others taken 

7 This expedient faUed ; the merchants* admirals. (Eiohard Cly- 
derow and Nicholas Blackbume) were soon dismissed by the king, 
and replaced by his half-brother Thomas, earl of Dorset, who also 
held the incongruous office of lord chancellor. 

■ Son of Edmund, duke of York ; he afterwards bore that title 
himself^ and was killed at Agincourt. 

* John Gosin, the constable of the town, was rewarded with a 
pension of 100 ms^ks, and the townsmen received all the goods and 
chattels of the slain : even the women were gratified with a sift of 
six does and a hoganead of wine. The earl of Kent was kUJed in 
the skirmish; the e€url of Salisbury was breaded there without 
trial, Jan. 7, as was Sir Balph Lumley, Jan. 10 ; Despenaer fled 
to Wales, but trying to leave the country, he was carried, after 
a desperate resistance, to Bristol, and lieheaded there Jan. 10 ; 
the earl of Huntingdon escaped, but was seized a few days after 
at Rittlewell, in Essex, and being carried before the countess 
of Her^rd, (mother-in-law to Henry and sister of the earl of Arun- 
del and the archbishop»} was beheaded by her order, and in her 
presence, at Fleshy, Jan. 15 or 16. The heads of the slain were 
sent to London, and placed on the bridge. 

** It is probaJi>le that Biohai^ escaped at this time from Pomfi^, 
but his friends were crushed belbre he could join them, and he haa 
no resource but to flee to Scotland* See voL i. p. 400. 
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at Cirencester, are executed °. Some others are sent to 
London for trial. 

The displaced archbishop of Canterbury (Walden), 
and bishop of Carlisle (Merks)> the abbot of West- 
minster (William de Colchester) ^ Feriby and Maudelyn 
(Richard's chaplains). Sir Bernjird Brocas and Sir Thomas 
Shelley, are brought to trial in the Tower, (Feb. 4,) and 
condemned. The Hvea of the prelates are spared^; but 
the rest are executed the same evening by torchlight. 



WALES. 

Though the new king had thus crushed many of his 
enemies, his throne was by no means safe. While pre- 
paring to meet the French and the Scots, he learned that 
the Welsh had taken up arms, and commenced a des- 
perate effort to throw off the English yoke, or at least 
to get rid of the tyranny of the lords marchers, whose 
rale appears to have been almost as intolerable as that 
of the Anglo-Normans in Ireland. Their leader was 
Owen Glyndwr, a man whose abilities and enterprise 
have not been duly estimated®. The struggle was 

« The heads and quarters of eight of these, parlK)iled, with twelve 
piisoners for trial, were sent to London, preceded by music, and 
there received by the archbishop (Arundel) and many other prelates, 
who chanted the Te Deum^ "and the men of liondon cheered, and 
made great rejoicings." 

« Walden was at once set at liberty, and was afterwards made 
bishop of Loudon ; Colchester was allowed to hold his office, till his 
death, in 143fy ; Merks*s subsequent history has been already noticed 
(see voL i p. 418). Feriby and Maudelyn are named executors in 
Ridlkard's will, and the latter, it is said, had personated the king 
at CSrencester. Brocas had been eomptroUer of Calais^ and Shelley 
master of the househtdd to the eari (tf Huntinffdcm. 

* It is to be r^;retted that historians have devoted so little atten* 
tionto the career ef this TCouakable man. Taking their tone from 



Id THE PLANT A0BNET8 — ^LANCASTER. 

eventually unsaccessfol, but the fact that it was pro- 
tracted for full fifteen years is sufficient to shew that 
it was well maintained, and that its chances and changes 
of success and failure are deserving of more attention 
than they have hitherto received, 

Glyndwr was the great»grandson of the last native 
prince (Llewel3m), and was bom probably in 1349; he 
possessed considerable estates in Merioneth and the 
adjoining districts^. As was then customary with the 
young gentry, he came to London, and joined one of 
the inns of court, became squire of the body to Richard 
II., was knighted by him in 1387, and was one of his 
attendants when seized at Flint Castle. He was allowed 
to retire to his country, but was molested by Lord 
Grey of Ruthin, one of the marchers, who, presuming 
on his favour as a zealous Lancastrian, seized some lands 
which Glyndwr had several years before gained from him 
by a lawsuit ; Glyndwr's appeal to the parliament was 
disregarded ; Grey, instead of being obliged to make 
restitution, obtained a grant of other portions of his 
property, but was himself captured while attempting to 
take possession. 

The Welsh chieftain acted with vigour and success ; 
he at once invaded the marches, and defeated and made 
prisoner Sir Edmund Mortimer, the uncle of the earl 
of March. The Welsh flocked to him from England, 
he captured many strong castles, (as Conway, Ruthin, 

the Lancastrian or Tudor chroniclers, thev dismiss him as "the 
wretched rebel Glendower," although his title to reign in Wales was 
far better than that of his opponent in England ; for a considerable 
time he was defcusto prince of Wales, and was recognised as such by 
the king of France, who studiously avoided bestowing the Tegel style 
on Henry. 
* His ancestral residence was Syohart^ near Corwen. 
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Radnor, and Oswestry,) and soon formally asaamed the 
title of Prince of Wales, was crowned at Machynlleth, 
and as a sovereign prince entered into a treaty with 
the Mortimers and Percies, having for its ohject the 
overthrow of Henry. This alliance was dissolved hy 
the hattle of Shrewshnry, but Glyndwr maintained 
the contests; he repelled three formidable armies led 
by Henry in person^, expelled bishops and appointed 
others, captured many of the most considerable of the 
'* English towns ^" and castles, received aid from France 
and from Scotland, and marched with his French allies 
a8 far as Worcester. 

Henry of Monmouth (afterwards Henry V.) had some 
success against Glyndwr, but was unable to effect his 
subjugation, and several years after, when about to em- 
bark on his expedition against France, unwilling ap- 
parently to leave so active an enemy behind him, he 
endeavoured to enter into an arrangement with him. 
While the terms were in debate, Glyndwr died, at 
Monnington, in Herefordshire, Sept. 20, 1415. His 
sons concluded the negociation, the terms of which were 
probably far less favourable than they would have been 
had he lived, as Glyndwr is still spoken of as attainted 
in a statute of the next reign, [9 Hen. VI. c. 3]. 



A.D. 1401. An act passed against the Lollards [2 
Hen. IV. c. 15] ; no one was to preach without the 

< He was attainted, and proclaimed an outlaw, at the parliament 
in 1403. 

^ Henry on each occasion met with bad weather, which the 
chroniclers ascribe to the magic arts of his opponent. 

' See voL i. p. 346. 

G 
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bishop's license, and persons accused of heretical opi- 
nions were to be judged by the diocesan, and punished 
at the king's pleasure, if they recanted ; but if iiot» to 
be burnt J. 

William Sautre, a London clergyman, is burnt under 
this statute, Feb. 12. 

Several statutes passed in relation to the rising in 
Wales. Welshmen, and Englishmen married to Welsh- 
women, are disabled to hold office or to purchase lands, 
either in England, or in the "borough or Enghsh 
towns" in Wales ^ [2 Hen. IV. cc. 16—20]. 

David, the prince of Scotland, being imprisoned by his 
father's order, dies soon after at the palace of Falkland, 
April 3^ 

Glyndwr ravages the marches and the English dis* 
tricts. Henry marches against him in June, when 
Glyndwr retires to a strong post at Corwen. 

Henry finds Glyndwr' s position unassailable ; he in- 
vades Scotland and bums Edinburgh, in August ; then 
returns into Wales in October, but is again obliged 
to withdraw without bringing Glyndwr to a battle. 

IRELAND. 

A.D. 1401. Thomas of Lancaster appointed heutenant 
of Ireland, June 27 ; he lands there Nov. 13. 

i A similar act was passed in Scotland in 1425 ; it ordains that 
'* heretics and Lollards shall be punished as the law of Holy Church 
requires." 

^ These statutes were confirmed in a body in 1447 (25 Hen. VI. 
c. 1), all grants of franchises contrary thereto being at the same time 
declared void. 

> He was a youth of dissolute character. The manner of his 
death is not known, but he was generally supposed to have been 
starved to death by his uncle, the duke of Albany. 
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The disorders of Ireland were not redressed by the 
Ordinance of 1357™, and in 1361, Lionel (afterwards 
duke of Clarence) was appointed lieutenant. The in- 
heritance of his wife (Elizabeth de Burgh, countess of 
Ulster,) had been seized and partitioned according to 
the Irish law by her relatives, and he was thus strongly 
prejudiced against the Anglo-Irish, who opposed him in 
arms, bat were brought to a nominal subjection, through 
the help that he received from England. They dis- 
claimed submission as soon as he had left the country, 
and though he returned in 1366, and passed the famous 
Statute of Kilkenny ^, it was entirely disregarded. Ed- 
mund Mortimer, earl of March, (the husband of his 
daughter Philippa,) succeeded him as lieutenant, Jan. 
24, 1379, but died Dec. 26, 1380, when the govern- 
ment was granted to his son Roger, (Jan. 24, 1381,) 
but he being a minor, his uncle, Sir Thomas Mortimer, 
acted as his deputy. In 1386 Richard II. resorted to 
the desperate expedient of granting the "entire domi- 
nion" of Ireland to his favourite, Robert de Vere, on 
condition of his achieving its complete conquest, but 
nothing was done towards that end, and at length the 
king himself passed over, landing at Waterford, in Octo- 
ber, 1394, with a considerable army. The Anglo- Irish 
kept aloof, but the native chiefs very generally sub* 
mitted, acknowledged their feudal dependence, engaged 
to serve the king in his wars, and promised also to quit 
the province of Leinster. Richard returned to Eng- 
land, leaving the earl of March as his lieutenant, who 
attempted to enforce this last stipulation, but was stre- 

» See vol. i. p. 391. ■ See vol, i. p. 894. 
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nuoasly resisted, and at last defeated and killed at 
Kenlys, in Ossory, July 20, 1398. The news of this 
disaster brought Richard a second time to Ireland, but 
before he could effect anything he was recalled to Eng- 
land by the landing of Henry of Lancaster. 

The Scots now leagued with the Irish, effected several 
settlements in the north, and defeated a fleet which the 
citizens of Dublin had fitted out against them®. Thomas 
of Lancaster next assumed the government, which he 
held until Sept. 1413, sometimes in person, sometimes 
by deputy. He laboured zealously, though with little 
success, to make the royal authority paramount; he 
introduced many new English colonists, resumed crown 
demesnes, contended with various fortune against both 
the Irish and Anglo-Irish, and was assisted by an annual 
subsidy of 7,000 marks from England ; but he at length 
was desperately wounded in a battle under the walls of 
Dublin, and obliged to withdraw, when the English pale 
became in effect tributary to its so-called subjects, the 
" mere Irish" and the Anglo-Irish P, and remained in that 
condition until the time of Henry VIII. 



A.D. 1402. Reports spread that King Richard is 

* The citizens equipped another fleet in 1405, which was more 
successful. It ravaged the coasts not only of ScoUand, but of Wales, 
at that time under the rule of Glyndwr. 

' The Anglo-Trish and the natives were bitterly hostile to each 
other, and thus alone was the royal authority preserved fVom 
extinction. In 1429 the Irish Parliament voted a petition to the 
king, requesting him to endeavour to induce the pope to publish 
a crusade against the natives, on the plea that they had not adhered 
to their suomission made to Henry II., two centuries and a half 
before. In revenge, M'Donough, the dynast of Leinster, ravaged the 
pale with fire ana sword, and was repulsed with extreme difficulty, 
the famous Talbot being absent in the French wars. 
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alive in Scotland, and of an intended French invasion 
in his favour ; Sir Roger Clarendon, his natural brother, 
and others are executed. 

Glyndwr ravages the marches, and defeats and cap- 
tures Sir Edmund Mortimer 4, June 22. . 

Henry again marches into Wales, but is obliged to 
retire with loss. 

The Scots invade England, in July, announcing that 
King Richard is with them. They are defeated by Henry 
Percy (called Hotspur) at Homildon-hill, near Wooller, 
Sept. 14, and the earl of Douglas and other nobles taken. 

Henry offends the Fercies, and they meditate his 
overthrow. 

A.D. 1403. The Fercies and the Mortimers confede- 
rate with Glyndwr to restore Richard, if alive, or to place 
the earl of March on the throne, in case of his decease. 

The French make a descent on the Isle of Wight. 

The Fercies march to join Glyndwr, but are inter- 
cepted by Henry, and defeated at the place called 
Hateley -field, near Shrewsbury, July 23. Henry Percy 
is killed ; his uncle, Thomas Percy, earl of Worcester, 
being taken, is beheaded, July 25''. 

A body of French land in Wales and bum Tenby, in 
July ; they then join Glyndwr. 

^ Uncle of the earl of March, the ku3g, or heir to the throne, 
according as Richard was or was not alive ; the real state of the case 
not being apparently known to the parties. 

' Glyndwr was at the time besieging Caermarthen, and was not 
hindered from joining his confederates by a flood in the Severn, as 
is commonly stated. The earl of Northumberland, who was on the 
way to support his son, hearing of his death, disbanded his army, 
made his submission, and was pardoned, (Aug. 11,) but being de- 
prived of the Isle of Man, and his stron^t castles, he withdrew 
uto Scotland shortly aiter. The chief person killed on Henry's 
side was Edmimd Stafford, earl of Buckingham, son-in-law of Thomas, 
duke of Glouoester. 
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Plymouth is burnt by the Bretons ; and at the same 
time Britanny is ravaged by English ships. 

" Minstrels or vagabonds'' forbidden to make assem- 
blies in Wales, [4 Hen. IV. c. 27]. The Welsh in 
general ordered to be disarmed * [c. 28]. 

Richard Yonge, bishop of Bangor, is expelled from 
his see by Glyndwr*. 

A.D. 1404. The commons propose to seize the tem- 
poralities of the Church, when the archbishop (Arundel) 
appeals to Henry, and the plan is dropped". 

" The craft of multiplying gold or silver" (alchemy) 
declared felony, [5 Hen. IV. c. 4^]. 

The countess of Oxford, several abbots and others, 
charged with spreading reports that King Richard is 
alive, are imprisoned^. 

The French ravage the Devonshire coast, and also 
besiege Calais; many of their vessels are burnt at 
Sluys by the duke of Clarence and the earl of Kent^. 

' Glyndwr was outlawed at this parliament, and was specially 
excepted from many graces and pardons issued subsequently by 
Hennr, but he died at last unconquered. 

' He was in 1407 promoted to Elochester. By Glyndwr's wish 
Lewis Bifort was elected his successor, and was approved by the 
Pope (Innocent yil.)t but as he did not obtain consecration from the 
anmbishop of Canterbury, he is not included in the list of bishops of 
the see, though he held it at least till 1411. 

" This was in the parliament held at Coventry, called the Lay. 
man's Parliament, from the circumstance that men learned in the 
law (who were then commonly clergymen) were carefully excluded. 
The scheme was probably devLsed by Heme's ministers, who resorted 
to many strange expedients to raise money, as may be seen by the 
Records of the Council, but all who had anything to lose saw that it 
endangered all property, and it was of necessity abandoned. 

« Tms statute remained unrepealed until the year 1090, [1 Wm. 
& Mar. 0. 30]. 

•^ The countess was the mother of Richard's late fiivourite, the 
duke of Ireland: she received a pardon, but the fate of the rest does 
not appear. Tne confessions of some of the parties are preserved 
among the Public Records. 

> Edmund Holland^ brother and heir of the earl killed in 1400, 



HENRT IV. 23 



The French king enters into a treaty with Glyndwr» 
styling him " Owen, prince of Wales," June 14 y. 

A.D. 1405. Constance of York' endeavours to libe« 
rate the earl of March and his relatives imprisoned at 
Windsor, Feb. 15. The duke of York is put in the 
Tower on suspicion of being concerned in the matter, 
but is soon released. 

The prince of Wales takes the field against Gl3rndwr 
in March, but is unable to subdue him. 

James, son of Robert III. of Scotland, captured off 
Flamborough Head, March 30*. 

Thomas Mowbray, earl of Nottingham ^.Richard Scrope, 
archbishop of York®, the earl of Northumberland, Lord 
Bardolf ^, and others combine together to place the earl 

(see p. 14). He held the post of High Adnural, and was killed at 
sea in 1407. 

y It was negotiated hj John Trevor, formerly bishop of St. Asaph, 
but expdled as a partisan of Glyndwr in 1402 ; he died in France 
in 1410. 

' She was the widow of Thomas Despenser, earl of Gloucester 
(see p. 14), and sister to the earl of Rutland, who by the death of 
his father had now become duke of York. 

* He was on his voyage to France for security against the schemeB 
of his imcle, the duke of Albany. 

i> The son of the duke of Norfolk, banished with Henry of Lan- 
caster by Richard II. 

• Brother of "William Scrope, earl of Wiltshire, beheaded in 1399. 

i l^omas, Lord Bardolf, was bom in 1367, and succeeded his 
father, William, in his seventeenth year. He 
had large possessions in Norfolk, Suffolk,! 
lancoln^ire, and Yorkshire, and served in 
France and in Ireland during the latteryears 
of the reign of Richard U. He joined Henry 
of Lancaster at Shrewsbury, but afberwarcU 
espoused the cause of the Percies, and was 
mortally wounded at Bramham-moor. His 
head was set up at Lincoln, and his quarters 
at London, York, Lynn, and Shrewsbury, 
but his widow was allowed to remove them 
at the same time as Northumberland received 
Christian burial. ^™" »' ^'«» »»'^«^- 
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of March on the throne. The archbishop publishes a 
manifesto declaring Henry excommunicated. May 9. 

Ralph Neville, earl of Westmoreland, gets the chief 
insurgents into his hands by treachery. The archbishop 
and the earl of Nottingham are beheaded, June 8, and 
Lords Hastings and Falconbridge soon after. The earl 
of Northumberland and Lord Bardolf escape to Scotland. 

The French send succours to Glyndwr. 

Henry marches against Glyndwr, but is again unsuc- 
cessful^. 

A.D. 1406. The crown settled by parliament on 
Henry and his four sons, [7 Hen. IV. c. 2]. 

Robert III. of Scotland dies, April 4; his brother 
Robert, duke of Albany, governs as regent, and makes 
no effort to procure the liberation of the young prince 
(James I.). 

The guardianship of the seas from May 1, 1406, to 
Sept. 1407* committed to an association of merchants ; 
tbe parliament assigns to them the taxes on wine, wool, 
and hides. 

The Isle of Man granted to Sir John Stanley, April 6. 

The earl of Northumberland and Lord Bardolf, fear- 
ing to be delivered up by the Scottish regent, flee to 
Glyndwr in Wales. 

A.D. 1407* England greatly afflicted by pestilence. 

Henry, in crossing from Queenborough to Leigh, at 
the mouth of the Thames, is attacked by French pirates, 
and narrowly escapes capture. 

A strong body of French auxiliaries join GlyndwT, 

* The canimaign was brief, bad weather and want of provisions 
obliging the Engush to retire, after considerable loss, in November. 
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who advances into Eng^land, and threatens Worcester, 
hat at length retires. 

A parliament held at Gloucester, in Octoher, when 
severe statutes are passed against the Welsh, [9 Hen. 
IV. cc. 1, 2, 3, 4]. 

FRANCE. 

A.D. 1407. Louis, duke of Orleans, is murdered hy 
the duke of Burgundy, Nov. 23. 

Charles VI. of France had several years hefore this 
fallen into a state of mental imbecility, and the dukes 
of Orleans and Burgundy contended for power with a 
d^;ree of violence that proved fatal to their country, as 
well as to themselves. The queen, (Isabella of Bavaria,) 
a woman of depraved character, allied herself with the 
duke of Orleans, but after his death she sometimes in- 
clined to the opposite party, and at length even leagued 
with Henry V. against her own son, the dauphin. The 
duke of Burgundy vras assassinated in his turn, in the 
year 1419^ and the queen died, universally detested, in 
1435. 

r Two dukes of Orieaui and three dukes of Burgundy were con- 
cerned in the transactions which brought about the English rule in 
France ; they were all descended from a king (John IL) who died a 
prisoner in the hands of £dward IIL The soUowing table shews 
their relationship to each other, and to the dauphin, whose throne 
they endangered. 

John IL 

!_, 

Charles Y. Philip the Hardy, 
j duke of Burgundy, d- 1404. 

Charles VL Louis of Orleans, John sans Peur, 

I killed 1407. kiUed 1418. 

Charles VIL Charles of Orleans, Philip the Good. 

taken at Aginoourt. 
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A.D. 1408. The earl of Northumberland and Lord 
Bardolf again appear in the north, and take up arms; 
they are defeated by the sheriff of Yorkshire (Sir Thomas 
Rokeby) at Bramham-moor, Feb. 19, the earl being killed 
in the field, and Lord Bardolf mortally wounded. 

A.D. 1409. The council of Pisa deposes the rival 
popes, styled Benedict XIH. and Gregory XIL, June 
5 ; Peter of Candia elected, June 15 or 26, who takes 
the name of Alexander V . 

A strong body of Welsh ravage Shropshire, but are 
defeated, and their leaders, Philip Dhu and Philpot 
Scudamore, carried to London and executed. 

A.D. 1410. The confiscation of the temporalities of 
the Church again proposed by the commons, but re- 
jected by Henry. 

The circulation of foreign money prohibited by statute 
[11 Hen. c. 5]. 

Thomas Badby, a Lollard, is executed, in April. 
A.D. 1411. Henry sends a body of troops to assist 
the duke of Burgundy against his rivals; they gain a 
victory at St. Cloud », and capture Paris. 

Donald, lord of the Isles, endeavours to make himself 
independent of the Scottish crown. He is supported by 
Henry, but being defeated at Harlaw, near Aberdeen, 
July 24, is reduced to submission. 

The giving of liveries again prohibited by statute. 
The practice had been forbidden in the first and seventh 
years of Henry's reig^, but the enactments had not been 
attended to, [13 Hen. IV. c. 3]. 

I The French Actions were so embittered against each other, thi\t 
it was with cUfficulty that the £nglish could prevail on the Burgua< 
dians to spare the lives of their prisoners. 
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Prince Henry is removed from the council. 
A.D. 1412. Henry changes his policy, and joins the 
Orleans party, by treaty. May 12. 

A six years' truce is concluded with the Scots, May 7. 

Henry falls ill, when his eldest son claims the regency, 
which is refused to him. 

The pai*ties in France are reconciled, and unite against 
the English, who in return ravage Normandy^. 

The first universitv in Scotland founded at St. An- 

m 

drew's. 

A.D. 1413. Henrv is seized with a fit while at his 
devotions in the chapel of St. Edmund at Westminster ; 
he dies a few days after, March 20, and is buried at 
Canterbury*. 

k They were commanded by the duke of Clarence ; at length they 
\inthdrew into Guienne, on the promise of a lar;ge sum of money, for 
which the duke of Orleans gave hostages. 

* His tomb still exists, and there seems no reason to doubt that 
he was buried there ; but the partialis of the House of York many 
years after asserted, with the view of blackening his character, that, 
like Jonas, his body was thrown into the Thames, in order to appease 
a violent tempests The curious statement of one Clement Maydeston 
on the subject will be found in Wharton's Anglia Sacra, and also in 
Stothard*s Sepulchral Monuments. 




Henry V., fron hi* KoBummt, WMtniaater Abbcj. 

I 

HENRY V. 

Henry, the eldest son of Henry of Bolingbroke and 
Mary de Bohun, (one of the co-heiresses of Humphrey, 
earl of Hereford,) was bom at Monmouth, Aug. 9, 
1388. He had for his governor the famous Sir 
Thomas Percy, (afterwards earl of Worcester,) and was 
educated at Queen's College, Oxford, under the care of 
his uncle, Henry Beaufort, eventually bishop of Win- 
chester. He early shared in the fortunes of his father, 
being carried to Ireland, as a hostage, by Richard II. 
in his eleventh year, but apparently treated with kind- 
ness, and honoured with knighthood. On his father's 
accession to the throne, young Henry was created prince 
of Wales, was summoned to parliament, and intrusted 
with military command against Glyndwr. The earl of 
March and his brother were placed under his guardian- 
ship; he was appointed lieutenant of Wales, and also 
warden of the Cinque Ports, and captain of the castles of 
Dover and Calais. He was likewise for a while a mem- 
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ber of the council, but was removed from it about 
the year 1412, having grievously offended his father by 
demanding the regency during the frequent illnesses of 
the latter, and being suspected of aspiring to the crown. 
So much active employment at so early an age renders 
it very doubtful that he could be guilty of much of the 
dissipation and violent conduct ordinarily ascribed to his 
youthful days. 

Henry succeeded to the throne, March 21, 1413. 
Encouraged by the weakness to which the civil wars of 
the Orleans and Burgundian factions had reduced the 
country^, he at once prepared to attack France, but at 
first professed to have in view only the recovery of 
the English provinces. The negotiations for this end 
were protracted until the summer of 1415, when he put 
himself at the head of his army, landed in Normandy, 
captured Harfleur, and gained the victory of Aginconrt, 
but, exhausted by the effort, was obliged to return to 
England. 

In 1417 he again invaded France, effected the con- 
quest of Normandy, gained the alliance of the Burgun- 
dians, and at length, by virtue of the treaty of Troyes, 
(May, 1420,) received the princess Katherine in mar- 
riage, was recognised by the queen-mother (Isabella 
of Bavaria) as heir to the crown, to the exclusion of her 
own son, the dauphin, and returned in triumph to Eng- 
land. A few months shewed that his conquest was not 
complete, and that the disinherited prince possessed 
the affections of the nation ; his brother, the duke of 
Clarence, was defeated and killed at Beauge, in March, 

1 See p. 25. 
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1421, and the king hastily returning, passed the short 
remainder of his life in almost constant action. He 
captured Dreux, hut failed hefore Orleans, and though 
he passed the winter at Paris as king of France, was 
ohliged in the following year to besiege Meauz, which 
only surrendered after a most resolute resistance ; shortly 
after this he fell ill, and being carried to the Bois de 
Yincennes, near Paris, died there, Aug. 31, 1422, in 
the 35th year of his age, and the 10th of his reign. 

Henry married the princess Katherine of France ; she 
bore him one son, Henrt, who succeeded him. Kathe- 
rine in 1423 married Owen Tudor, one of her attendants, 
and by him became the mother of Edmund Tudor, 
created earl of Richmond, the father of Henry VH. ; 
Jasper, earl of Pembroke, and other children. She died 
in the nunnery of Bermondsey, separated from her hus- 
band, Jan. 4, 1437^^. 

This king bore, like his father, France and England 
quarterly, but with the fleurs-de-lis of the former only 
three in number ^ The same supporters (a lion and 
antelope) are ascribed to him, but probably this is an 
error. For badges he used an antelope gorged with 
a crown and chained ; a swan similarly adorned ; and 
a beacon inflamed; these devices are sometimes seen 



k Shortly after Katherine's death it was discovered that her sistw- 
in-law, the duchess of Bedford, had also married one of her squires, 
Richard Woodville, and as she was now the first lady in the kingdom, 
the nobility loudly complained of these matches as degrading. The 
more recent offender, Woodville, had a powerful friend in Cardinal 
Beaufort, and so escaped punishment for his "presumption," but 
Tudor was confined in Newgate, and afterwards in the Tower. 

> This was in imitation of an alteration made by Charles VI. 
of France. 
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united, as in the cornice of' his tomb in Westminster 
Abbey. 





Anta and B«d|n of Haary V. 

The brilliant though transitory success of Henry's 
attack on France, has often caused its injustice to be 
overlooked, and himself to be regarded as one of the 
most eminent of the English kings. As a stroke of 
policy it doubtless answered its purpose, as it deferred 
to the time of his successor the desolating contest known 
as the Wars of the Soses ; yet it is hard to say to which 
country it was most disastrous. Henry has, however, 
better claims on our respect than spring from mere con* 
quest. He treated his royal captives (the king of Scot- 
laud and the earl of March) with kindness, restored the 
Percies, and firmly attached them to the interests of his 
family; his conduct, generally, was mild and humane™ ; 
he discouraged vice and luxury by his own orderly and 
sober life ; he attended to the complaints of the humble, 
and was liberal in his rewards of service ; though he per- 
secuted the Lollards, he withstood the extravagant de- 

" He was probably influenoed rather by what he considered state 
necessity than by natural cruelty of die^)osition, in putting to death 
the earl of Cambridge and others, and in hanging the Soots taken in 
arms against him in France ; these circumstances, however, will 
ever remain a deep stain on his character. 
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mands of the papal court, and restored the goods of 
hospitals to their proper uses ; he built bridges and en- 
dowed religious houses; and to him rather than to 
Henry VII. belongs the credit of founding a royal 
navy**. 

A.D. 1413. Henry V. is crowned at Westminster, 
April 90. 

The parliament meets at Westminster in May. 

An act passed forbidding Welshmen to bring actions 
for damages sustained in " this rebellion of Wales/* on 
paiu of treble damages, two years' imprisonment, and fine 
and ransom at the king's pleasure, [1 Hen. V. c. 6?]. 

** Irishmen, and Irish clerks, beggars, called chamber 
deacons," ordered to depart before the feast of All Souls 
(Nov. 2), "for quietness and peace in this realm of 
England," [c. 8]. 

Sir John Oldcastle ^ is condemned as a heretic, Sep- 
tember 25 ; he escapes from the Tower in the course of 
the following month. 

" He kept constantly a fleet of twelve vessels to guard the coast, 
which had been greatly neglected in the former reign (see p. 24) ; 
they each appear to have had from 80 to 100 mariners, men-at- 
arms and archers. Beside this, he had at command the navy of the 
Cinque Ports (about 60 ships), with numerous hired vessels, and prizes 
taken from the Genoese. 

<> His regnal vears are computed from March 21. 

p ITie recital, that the Welsh " daily make quarrels and great 
pursuit" against the "king's liege people" for injuries sustained by 
them in the course of the contest, shews that their insurrection had 
not been so completely crushed as writers usually suppose ; neither 
did this statute reduce them to order, as in the next year we meet 
with a statement that the '* king's li^e people" are daily carried off 
by the Welsh, against whom heavy penalties are denounced, 
[2 Hen. V. c. 6]. 

4 Commonly styled Lord Cobham, from his marriage with the 
grand-daughter of the last lord. 
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The archbishop of Canterbury (Thomas Arundel) 
holds a. sjmod at St. Paul's from Nov. 20 to Dec. 4, 
for repression of the opinions of Wicklifie. 

A.D. 1414. The king seizcB & party of the Lollards, 
near London, in the night of Jan. 6, 7 ; they are accused 
of designs against his life, are condemned, and many of 
them executed. 

Ad inquiry into and reformation of the state of hos- 
pitals ordered', [2 Hen. V. c. 1]. 

The breach of truce or safe condact declared high 
treason, [c, 6]. 



FRANCE. 

Henry forms alliances with the emperor (Sigiamond), 
the king of Arragon (Ferdinand I.), and other princes. 
He despatches the archbishop of Canterbury, (Henry 
Chicheley',) Lord Orey, and other envoys to demand 



■uid spent to 
i«iiM7 the al 

■ Thia aminent man was bom at Higham Ferrsra, in Kortt 
amptooaliire, about 1362, and educated at Wykehani'e foundatic 
in Winehealfir and Oifbrd. He partioiilarly r 
studied the civil and oanon law, and tbough \ 
lis became archdeacon of SaliBbury, bishop 
of St. Dayid's, and archbiebop of Cantorbuiy, 
lie waa for many yeara chiefly employed in / 

pmeiit at tbe council of Piaa in 1410, and i 
also altanded Henrv V. in luB invaaion of J 
Viaiice ; but after tnia king's death be de- 
moted himself almost exclusively to t^c dis- 
cbai^ of hia duties as primate. In thb a 
c»t4city he firmly withstood the attaclts of otiou. 

the papal court on tbe iodependence of tbe Cbnrch, and also n 
preoed (he vehemence of tbe LollsrdB, nbeuce be is by ean 
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from the king of France (Charles VI.) the restoration 
of the former possessions of England, June. A com- 
promise is proposed, which Henry rejects, and prepares 
for war. 

The rivalry of parties by which France had been so 
long afflicted^ was not in any manner abated by the 
prospect of attack from England. The duke of Orleans, 
who at that time was at the head of affairs, raised troops 
to defend the kingdom ; Burgundy refused all co-opera- 
tion, but preserved for a while a suspicious neutrality, 
until his rival was captured at Agincourt, when he seized 
on many of the strong cities of Normandy, and at length 
openly joined the English ; his sincerity was, however, 
doubted by them, and French chroniclers assert that he 
was at the same time negotiating with the dauphin. 



A.D. 1414. The council of Constance^ holds its 
first sitting Nov. 16. 

writers, though unjustly, designated a persecutor. In the midst of 
these contentions he carried out his design of adding a new ooU^e 
to Oxford, and in the year 1437 foimdea All Souls, a noble monu- 
ment of his pious liberality. Worn out with years and infirmity, 
he desired to resign his see, but before the transaction could be 
completed he died, April 12, 1443, and was buried at Canterbury, 
where his splendid tomb still remains, and has been recently re- 
edified by his college. 

^ See p. 25. 

* This council sat until April 22, 1418. It was attended by both 
bishops and laymen from England. The schism in the Church was 
healed, by the deposition of three rival popes, and the election 
of Otho Colonna as Martin V. The opinions of Wickliflfe were con- 
demned, and his bones ordered to be burnt, a task which was com- 
mitted to Richard Flemmyng, bishop of Lincoln, who had formerly 
been one of his party. The most memorable act of this council, 
however, was the burning of John Huss, in spite of a safe conduct 
which had been granted to him by the emperor. 
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A.1). 1415. The king assembles his forces in May; 
and joins them at Portsmouth in July. 

The earl of Cambridge^, Lord Scrope of Masham, and 
Sir Thomas Grey, charged with conspiring against the 
life of the king, are executed, Aug. 2, 5. Nothing is 
known of the history of this conspiracy except from the 
record of the brief trial of the parties. We learn from 
this that they were charged with intending to kill 
" Henry of Lancaster, the usurper," and then to flee into 
Wales, where they were to proclaim the earl of March 
king. They are also charged, rather inconsistently with 
this last intention, with asserting King Richard to be 
still alive, and with sending into Scotland *' for a certain 
man who in his shape of body and countenance did much 
resemble him ;" for if this had been believed there must 
have heen an end of the assumption of royalty by the 
earl of March. 

The king sails with a large force, on board 1,500 
ships, from Southampton, Aug. 1 1 ; lands in the pays 
du Caax, Aug. 13 ; lays siege to Harfleur^, and captures 
it Sept. 22. 

* He was the second son of Edmund of Langley, duke of York, and 
had lately received the title of Cambridge from Henry. His son 
mdiard became duke of York, and his daughter Isabel married 
Lord Bourchier, who was created earl of Essex by his nephew, 
Edward IV. 

s The king had with him, beside the more ordinary warlike 
engines, as tripgettes, sows, bastiles, &o. several cannon of lai^ 
siee, called bombards, and named ''London," ''Messagere," "The 
king's daughter ;" these pieces, which seem to have somewhat re- 
sembled the modem mortar, and which, Elmham says, ** vomited from 
their fiery mouths vast quantities of stones, with a vehement explo- 
sion and a terrific and mtolerable noise," were worked by gunners 
from Germany, and they contributed most materially to his success 
in other cd^es. 
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He sends many of bis sick to England, appoints the 
earl of Dorset (Thomas Beaufort) governor of Harfleur, 
and sets out on his march towards Calais, Oct. 8. 

The French, under the dukes of Bourbon and Orleans, 
harass his march. He attempts in vain to cross the 
Somme, at Blanche Tache, Oct. 14 ; then proceeds up 
the stream through Abbeville and Amiens to Peronne, 
where he crosses the river at night, Oct. 20. 

The French, having cut up the direct road, take post 
at Agincourt, to intercept his road to Calais; the two 
armies come in sight, Oct. 24. 

Arthur of Britannyy attacks the English camp at mid- 
night, during a storm of wind and rain, but is beaten off. 

The French are defeated with terrible slaughter, at 
Agincourt*, Oct. 25. 

The king resumes his march, Oct. 26, reaches Calais 
Oct. 29, where he remains until Nov. 17 ; he lands at 
Dover with his chief prisoners, Nov. 17, and makes a 
triumphant entry into London, Nov. 23. 

A.D. 1416. The emperor (Sigismond) endeavours 

y The son of Joan of Navarre, mother-in-law of the kmg. He was 
made prisoner the next day, and was confined until 1421, when he 
took service under the king, and served at t^e siege of Meauz. He 
soon after abandoned the English party, and be^me constable of 
France. 

■ The French leaders acted with so Httle judgment that their vast 
army was cut to pieces with very slight resistsoice, yet it is imposs- 
ible to believe, as is often stated, that the victors lost only the duke 
of York, the earl of Suffolk, and about 20 others ; St. Remy, a French 
historian, more probably makes their loss 1,600 ; 10,000 at least of 
the French were slain, 3,000, or more, being princes, nobles, or 
knights. Some of the more eminent were interred in the neighbom> 
ing churches, but the rest were buried in deep trenches in the field, 
which was consecrated by a bishop, and enclosed with a hedge and 
ditch by the pious care of Philip, count of Charolois, afterwards duke 
of Burgundy. 
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to bring about a peace ; he Tisits England, and is most 
honourably received*. 

The earl of Dorset makes an inroad in Normandy, in 
March. He fights an indecisive battle at Cany, March 
14, and with difficulty regains Harfleur. 

The French land in Portland, and lay it waste by fire, 
in May. 

Harfleur being besieged, is relieved by the duke of 
Bedford, August 15, and again in October by the earl 
of Huntingdon ^, many French and Genoese ships being 
captured on each occasion. 

The duke of Burgundy (John sans Peur) allies himself 
to the English, and obtains possession of Rouen, Dieppe, 
and other places in Normandy. 

A.D. 1417. The earl of Huntingdon captures a 
Genoese fleet off Harfleur c, July 25. 

The king embarks at Southampton, July 23 ; lands at 
Touque (near Harfleur), Aug. 1 ; captures the castle, 
Aug. 9 ; besieges Caen, which is taken by assault, Sept. 
4; the castle surrenders, Sept. 20, when Bayeux and 
many other towns and fortresses submit. 

The Scots invest Berwick and Roxburgh, but soon 
retire. 

All Bretons not denizened expelled from England^, 
[4 Hen. V. c. 3]. 

* The king consented to a three years' truce, but the French in the 
meantime b^eged Harfleur, and the n^otiations were broken off. 

^ John Holland, afterwards duke of Exeter, and constable of the 
Tower, who is said to have invented new moides of torture for his 
prisoners there, whence the rack was styled ** Exeter's daughter." 

* Several of thctee ships, termed carracks, were of lai^ge size, and 
were at once taken into the king's service. 

' The misconduct of "some dwelling near the queen [the widow 
of Henry IV.] and about her person" is particularly mentioned as 
giving occasion for this statute. 
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Coining declared treason, [4 Hen. V. st. 2, c. 6]. 

The native Irish forbidden to hold any benefice in 
their own country*, [4 Hen. V. c. 6]. 

The duke of Britanny agrees to a truce for fifteen 
years, Nov. 16. 

A.D. 1418. The king holds his court at Caen, early 
in the year, and confiscates the lands of those who do 
not return by a given time ; vast estates are thus be- 
stowed on the duke of Clarence and others. 

The duke of Gloucester overruns the Cotentin. 

Pontoise and other towns submit to the duke of 
Burgundy. 

The duke of Orleans, the rival of Burgundy, had been 
captured at Agincourt, but his party (styled the Ar- 
magnacs, from Bernard, count of Armagnac, his father- 
in-law,) held possession of Paris for a time. They 
attempted to curb the turbulent citizens, who with 
arms in their hands set at nought all authority, when 
the latter called in the Burgundians; the Armagnacs 
attempted to expel them, were defeated, and were 
butchered in thousands ; the dauphin was obliged to 
withdraw to Melun, and the duke of Burgundy seized 
on the government. 

The king makes further conquests in Normandy ; he 
besieges Rouen, in July; Domfront, Cherbourg, and 
other places are captured. 

Sir John Oldcastle is captured in Wales, brought to 
London and burnt, Dec. ' 

• It is alleged that such, coming to parliament, will bring with 
them attendants, who will betray " the secrets of the English." 

* He was brought before the parliament, when he denied their 
jm-isdiction over him, affirming that King Richard was still aUve, and 
m Scotland ; on which he was condemned without farther hearing. 
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A.D. 1419. The king holds hid coart at RoueDK, as 
dake of Normandy, and receives the homage of the 
nohles. 

He has several conferences at Mealan, on the Seine, 
in July, with the queen of France, who brings her 
daughter " Madame Katherine," and the duke of Bur- 
gundy, but they separate after a time without any 
agreement. 

The duke of Burgundy is assassinated at a conference 
with the dauphin, at Montereau, August 12; his son 
(Philip the Good) at once joins the English. 

A trace is concluded between the king and the inha- 
bitants of Paris and other towns which adhere to the 

I. 

Burgundians, and steps are taken to bring the dauphin 
to punishment. 

The dauphin throws himself into Compeigne, and re- 
pulses a force of English and Burgundians. 

The people of Paris put themselves under the English 
government. 

The king keeps his Christmas at Rouen, and arranges 
terms of peace with the duke of Burgundy. 

A.D. 1420. A treaty is concluded at Troyes, May 21, 
for the marriage of Henry to the princess Katherine, and 
his reception as king of France^ de facto, 

Henry marries the princess Katherine at Troyes, 
June 2, and keeps his Christmas in Paris. 

( The town liad surrendered, January 19. Henry built a palace 
there, which existed until the time of the first French revolution, and 
was for a while the residence of the exiled James II. It stood near 
the west end of the quay, had a moat and drawbridge, and was flanked 
by five round towers, 

'' Charles and his queen were to retain their titles, but Henry was 
to have possession of the kingdom, although he was only to be styled 
heir during Charles's lifetime ; but as early as May 6, 1420, Henry 
styled himself " Hsres et Begens Regni Francin." 
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A.D. 1421. The king holds a parliament at Rouen, 
in January, which decrees a new coinage*; he also 
there receives homage from his English lords for lands 
granted to them in France. 

The king comes to England with his queen ; she is 
crowned at Westminster, Feb. 24. 

The duke of Clarence is defeated and killed at Beauge, in 
Anjou, by the Scottish auxiliaries of the dauphin, Mar. 22. 

The king engages the earl of Douglas and other 
Scottish nobles in his service K 

A statute passed concerning offences committed by 
scholars of Oxford ^ [9 Hen. V. c. 8]. 

The king raises fresh troops, and returns to France, 
landing at Calais June 1 1 ; he captures Dreux, but is 
obliged to quit the siege of Orleans through want of 
provisions, and passes the Christmas in Paris. 

A.D. 1422. The king besieges Meaux, which sur- 
renders after a desperate resistance, June 5. 

He falls ill at Corbeuil, in July, is removed to the 
Bois de Vincennes, and dies there, Aug. 31 ™. 

^ Agreeably to the tareaty of Troyes, the coins bore the inscription 
"Heres Francifie." 

'' The captive king of Scotland gave his consent in the hope of ob- 
taining his liberation, and himself served with them as a volunteer ; 
a base advantage was taken of this by Henry, and any of the Scots 
who were captured were treated as traitors. 

^ It is stated that many clerks and scholars of Oxford, "armed 
and arrayed in manner of war, " have put people out of possession of 
their lands and tenements in Oxford, Berks, and Bucks ; have with 
dogs and greyhounds hunted in parks, forests, and warrens, and 
'threatened the keepers ; and have taken clerks convict of felony out 
of the hands of their ordinaries, and set them at liberty ; if they do 
not surrender, they are to be outlawed, and also expelled from the 
University. 

" The king's corpse was removed to St. Denjrs, where a solemn 
service was performed, Sept. 15 ; it was then carried with much pomp 
to England, a hundred torches being borne b^ore the funeral car, 
and was deposited at Westminster, near the shrine of St. Edward the 
Confessor. 




HENRY VI. 

Hbnht, the only Bon of Henry V. and Xatfaerine of 
France, was bom at Windsor, December 6, 1421. 
When less than nine months old he succeeded bis 
father, (Sept. 1, 1422,) and was proclaimed king both 
in England and in France, the government being ad- 
ministered by bia uncles, the dukes of Bedford and 
Gloucester, and the bishop of Winchester, and his own 
education entrusted to the earl of Warwick °, who from 
his proficiency in every knightly art was styled " the fa- 
ther of courtesy," but who did not succeed in impart- 
ing any portion of his own warlike spirit and worldly 
wisdom to his royal pupil. 

The events of Henry's reign were most important, 
but he had apparently very little share in directing 
them. In his youth he was under the tutelage of his 

* Riohard, Ban of Thomas Beauchunp, condemned to death in 
the tluiB of mobftrd II. (see vol. i. p. 116). He waa long captiin 
ofCttlaia, recBiTod the office of regent of France in 1437, and died at 
Rouen in 1439. lUchard Neville dsrived from him hia title of earl of 
Warwick, having married his daughter Anne. 
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uncles, who quarreled among themselves, and thus sacri- 
ficed his father's acquisitions; when advanced to man- 
hood, he was as completely guided hy his ambitious, 
intriguing wife and her favourite ministers, Suffolk ® and 
Somerset P; their conduct occasioned bitter discontent. 




Anas of de U Pote. earl 
of ■■'uiralk. 



« William de la Pole, earl of Suffolk, grandson of the &yourite of 
Bichard II., was bom in 1396. His brother Michael was kiUed at A^^- 
coart,andhis iather died at the si^e of Harfleur ; 
he himself served in France, and was taken 
prisoner at Jergfeaux, but recovered his liberty, 
was admitted to the king's council, and re- 
ceived a g^nt of the reversion of the earl- 
dom of Pembroke, in case the duke of Glou- 
cester, who then possessed it, died childless. 
He was afterwarois employed to negotiate a 
peace with the French, and he was also a 
chief instrument in bringing about the king's 
marriage with Margaret of Anjou. He now 
became in effect prime minister, was created 
marquis, and soon after duke of Suffolk, re- 
ceived the offices of grand steward, chamberlain, and admiral, and 
the wardship of Margaret Beaufort, the king's cousin. He was, 
however, exceedingly impopular, being suspected of treacherously 
surrendering the English possessions m France, and also of being 
concerned in the death of the duke of Gloucester. At length he 
was impeached by the Commons, and committed to the Tower ; 
he was soon after banished, but was beheaded at sea, by order of 
the constable of the Tower, (John Holland, duke of Exeter,) in May, 
1450. His son John, bom in 1443, married Elizabeth, the sister of 
Edward IV. 

p Edmund Beaufort was the grandson of John of Gaunt. Like 
his brother John he was made prisoner at Beauge, but afterwards 
distinguished himself in the French wars. 
He defended Rouen, and captured Harfleur 
and Montreuil ; relieved Calais when besi^ed, 
and also ravaged Britanny. He received in 
succession the titles of earl of Moretain and 
Perche, earl and marquis of Dorset, and duke 
of Somerset, and in 1444 was appointed regent 
of Normandy, in succession to the duke of 
York. He acted feebly in this capacity, and 
surrendered Caen, almost without resistance, 
by which the province was lost. He returned 
to England, and, in spite of the popular dis- ^""•'J^*';!i{: *"*•»' 
content, on the death of the duke of Suffolk 
he succeeded to his place in the favour of the queen. The duke of 




HBNST YI. 43 



and in the end, thongh personally beloved for his pious 
and charitable conduct, splendid evidences of which re- 
main to this dayS the "meek usurper" was deprived of 
his throne ; he saw his friends cut off in the field or on 
the scaffold; he suffered exile and a tedious imprison- 
ment himself, and he died at last in confinement in the 
Tower, about the month of May, 1471* His death has 
usually been ascribed to violence, but it was more pro- 
bably owing to grief at the capture of his wife and 
slaughter of his son at Tewkesbury shortly before. His 
body was exposed in St Paul's, and then buried with 
little ceremony at Chertsey Abbey, but by Henry YII. 
was removed to Windsor, and interred in St. George's 
Chapel. 

In 1445 Henry married Margaret of Anjou, daughter 
of Ren^, titular king of Sicily, Naples, and Jerusalem, 
but in fact a dependant on the king of France. To 
obtain her hand most of the remaining English posses- 
sions in France were given up, and Margaret thus be- 
came unpopular with the English from her first coming 
among them. She was a woman of beauty and un- 
daunted spirit; thus she gained an ascendancy over 
her weak husband which was often unwisely and some- 
York took up anna to bring him to trial, but after some contention 
they were formally reconcikd ; this lasted but a short time, and in 
1454 Somerset was imprisoned on charges of treason preferred by 
the duke ; he was, however, set at liberty by the influence of the 
queen, and taking the command of some troops he advanced to St. 
Alban's, where he was met by the duke of York, defeated and killed. 
May 23, 1455, the assault being led by his brother-in-law, the earl 
of Warwick. He left three sons, who all died in tne Luicastrian 
cause. 

4 He founded Eton College in 1440, and King's College, Cam- 
bridge in 1443, beside assisting Chicheley's foun^tion at Oxford ; 
his queen endowed a second coUege at Cambridge. 
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times cruelly exercised, and was the immediate cause of 
his downfall. She, however, fully shared his sufferings, 
and made the most vigorous attempts to retrieve his for- 
tunes, enduring exile, innumerahle perils by land and by 
sea, and a long imprisonment ; she at length closed her 
chequered life in her native country, dying in poverty at 
Dampierre, near Saumur, Aug. 25, 1481. 

Henry's only son, Edward, bom October 13, 1453, 
married Anne, daughter of the earl of Warwick, in 1470, 
but was killed at Tewkesbury shortly after. 

The arms of Henry VI. are the same as those of his 
father, France and England quarterly. 
His supporters are usually two antelopes, 
argent; but sometimes the dexter sup- 
porter is a lion ; and in other instances a 
panther rampant, incensed, is the sinister. 
His badges are, an antelope collared and 
chained, two feathers in saltire, and some- 
times a panther passant gardant, spotted 
with many colours and incensed; but 
this latter more properly belongs to the 
Beauforts. The well-known motto dieu 
BT MON DROIT, appears to have been first AnB.ofH«Tyvi. 
assumed as such by this king, but it had been in use as 
a war-cry at least as early as the time of Bichard I. 

Henry in character was evidently well meaning, and 
sincerely pious', but too weak and irresolute to hold 
sway in the turbulent days in which he lived; still he 

' He was popularly regarded as a saint, and Henry VII. took 
some steps to procure his canonization, but is stated by Lord Bacon 
to have been deterred by the expense. 
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justly claims our pity for his sufferings : his great mis- 
fortune was, that by the conduct of his grandfather he 
was placed in a position the duties of which he was en- 
tirely unfit to discharge, and that thus he was exposed 
to the penalty justly attached to his ancestor's crime, 
but which descended on his innocent head. 



A.D. 1422. The duke of Bedford governs in France, 
and the duke of Gloucester in England, in the name of 
the infant king'*, who is placed under the care of the 
earl of Warwick (Richard Beauchamp). 

Charles VI. of France dies, Oct. 21 ; the dauphin is 
crowned at Poictiers, while Henry VI. is acknowledged 
as king in Paris. 

Irish residents at Oxford and Cambridge ordered to 
leave the realm within a month, except graduates and 
beneficed men, who can find surety, [1 Hen. VI. c. 3*]. 
A.D. 1423. A treaty concluded at Amiens, by which 
the duke of Britanny (John V.) becomes an ally of the 
English. 

The earl of Salisbury (Thomas Montacute) defeats 
the French and their Scottish alhes at Crevant, in Bur- 
gundy, July. 

The French defeat and capture Sir John de la Pole, at 
Graville, in Maine. 

Merchandize of the staple to be carried only to Calais, 
[2 Hen. VI. c. 4]. 

' His regnal years are computed from Sept. 1. 

* The reason given is that divers manslaughters, murders, rob- 
beries, felonies, riots, and other offences, have lately been committed 
by them ; no fresh scholars from Ireland are to be received without 
proper testimonials of being in the king's obedience. 
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Justices empowered to regulate wages and prices of 
victuals, [c. 18]. 

Persons committed for treason, making their escape, 
to be considered as convicted, [c. 21]. 

A.D. 1424. King James of Scotland set at liberty, 
in April ^. 

James of Scotland causes the duke of Albany (the 
late regent), two of his sons^, and the earl of Lenox, 
to be executed as traitors. May 24. 

The duke of Bedford defeats the French and Scots, at 
Vemeuil, in Perche, August 16, 

The duke of Gloucester invades Hainault, in Octo- 
ber, to recover the inheritance of his wife, Jaqueline of 
Holland ; he is opposed by the duke of Burgundy (her 
kinsman), and at length obliged to withdraw. 

The duke of Britanny abandons the party of the 
English. 

A.D. 1425. The duke of Gloucester and his uncle 
Henry Beaufort, bishop of Winchester, contend for the 
rule in England, but, after a time, are outwardly re- 
conciled by the duke of Bedford. 

Britanny is invaded by the duke of Bedford, and its 
duke obliged to rejoin the English. 

The court of Charles YII. is torn by faction; the 
constable^ puts the royal favourite to death. 

A.D. 1426. The duke of Gloucester abandons the 

* He had shortly before married Joan, daughter of John Beaufort, 
earl of Somerset. He gave hostages for the payment of a heavy 
ransom, and agreed to a truce of seven years, from which the Soots 
serving in France were excluded. 

" His youngest son escaped to Ireland, and died there. 

* Arthur, earl of Richmond, and brother of the duke of Britanny. 
See p. 36. 
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contest in Hainault'. He endeavours to render himKlf ab- 
solute in the council in England, but is thwarted by Car* 
dinal Beaufort and the cliancellor, Archbishop Kempe', 

A.D. 1427. The election of knights of the thire 
regulated by statute, [6 Hen, VI. c. 4 ; see also B Hen. 
VI. c. 7]. 

Jainea of Scotland captures Alexander, lord of the 
Isles, and several other chieftains, by treachery, at 
Inverness. 

A.D. 1428. Lincoln College, Oxford, is founded', 
Oct. 13. 

• Jaqueline Tell soon altar ii 
but escatwd to Holland, Hor mamage ^ 
by the po^ (Martin V.) and the duke i 

catioi) at Merton College, Oxford, and acquired a profound know- 
ledgo of tba dvU and canon law. From 
He offioe of archdeacon of Durham he waB 
misod, by a papal prorimon, to the lee of 
BocbeBlsr, in lllB ; and wsa succeiuvely 
advancdd, by the Bame iuQuence, to the 
sees of Chioheitcr, London, York, and 
CantarbuTT, &nd made a CBrdiual. la 
142a he became chancellor, and Bup- : 
ported Cardinal Beaufort against the Duke 
of Qloucester. In 143S he redgned, and 
waB succeeded by John StAffbrd, bishop 
of Bath and Wells, who 18 yaara after 
was driTonfrom office, when Kempe arain 
rec^ved the great seal, and hold it till ilia 
death, which happened March 23, 1454. 
He had in earlier da^a beeo chancellor of 
ffonnandy, aa also Judge of the Arcbea 
court ; he displayed Btateamanlike ihra- 
nesa and prudence in deaUng with Cade 

and his followers, and also in endeaveuring to reconcile the dukes of 
York and Somerset, whcee animOBity was kept within bounds dui. 
ing his life, but who no sooner lost his seasonable mediation than 
they carried their (quarrel to a point where the awcrd alone could 
decide between them. Cardinal Kompa wan liberal in his patronage 
of learning, and greatly contributed to the eatablishuient of the 
PuHio Schools at Oiford. 
< Its finmder mu Bicbaid Fleminyng, blaliop of Linooln, who had 
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The earl of Salisbury besieges Orleans ; he is wounded 
there, Oct. 27, and dies Nov. 3. 

A.D. 1429. The siege of Orleans is continued by 
the earl of Suffolk, (William de la Pole). The French 
are defeated at Roveroy, near Orleans, Feb. 12*. 

The siege of Orleans is raised by Joan of Arc^ ; she 

been once a Wickliffite, but had changed his opinions, and beside 
performing the task imposed on him ov the 
Council of Constance, of burning WickUffe's 
bones, erected this college as a nursery for 
controversialists. The pope wished to pro- 
mote him to the archiepiscopal see of York, 
but the king's council opposed it, and he died 
bishop of Lincoln in 1^1. Thomas Bother- 
ham, another bishop of Lincoln, (subse- 
quently archbishop of York,) so greatly aug- 
mented the revenues of the college that he is a^i, of uaeou couan, 
regarded as a second founder. oifoni. 

« The French attempted to cut ofif a convoy of Lenten provisions 
sent for the use of the besiegers, whence this action was oaUed the 
battle of Herrings. 

^ Joan of Arc, styled La Pucelle, or the Maid of Orleans, was a 
peasant- girl, bom at Domremy, in Lorraine, about the year 1410. 
Her mind, naturallv contemplative and pious, became disordered 
by brooding over tne sufferings of her country, and she imagined 
that voices from heaven commissioned her to become its deliverer. 
In the year 1428, when the English had almost completed the con- 
quest of France, she appeared before Charles VII., who kept his 
court at Chinon, announced herself as sent by Heaven to establish 
him on the throne, and though at first repulsed, at length obtained 
from him a horse, a suit of armour, and a few followers, with whom 
she proceeded to Orleans, then besi^ed by the earl of Suffolk, and 
on the point of siurender. She speedily raised the siege, next de- 
feated Talbot at Patay, and finally conducted Charles to Reims, 
where she placed the crown on his head, July 18. The Maid, con- 
sidering her mission complete, now wished to retire, but it was con- 
sidered that she could render further service, and she was, unhappily 
for herself, persuaded to remain. Anxious to relieve Compeigne, 
then besieged by the Burgundians, she threw herself into it, and 
kept up the spirits of the garrison by many acts of daring courage, 
but was at lei^h captured in heading a sortie. The BurgundiEins 
surrendered her for a sum of money to the di^e of Bedford, who, 
though in gfeneral a wise and merciful prince, seems to have seri- 
ously believed that her former successes were owing to witchcraft. 
By nis direction she was, after a long and rigorous imprison- 
ment^ brought before an ecdesiastical tribunal, at which the biidiop of 



entered the city April 29, and the English retired 
MavS. 

The French begin ta act on the offensive ; the)' capture 
the earl of Suffolk at Jergeaux, June 12; defeat the 
Lord Talbot<= at Patay, June 18 ; and conduct their king 



BeauTuB prended, and was condemned to daaU 
oonsequenoe, abe wsa burnt alive at Rouen, May 30, 1*31, but Ctiii 
barbarit; was tax from producmg its eipeotad elfoct ; tbe Endi^ 
c«uae docJined fVom day to day, whilo tbe memory of the Maid tu 
gratefully dierisbed by her countrymen ; her &mi)y was ennobled, 

hive witneaBed the celebration of fStoa and the erection of numerouB 
rtatnea, «bicb teeti^ the sense justly entertained of ber senicos to 

' John Talbot, a yonneer son of Sir Gilbert Talbot, a knight on 
tba Welah border, married an heiroBB, and in her right bf ' """"^ 



■nivall. For 



imkco» 






_ - jr early in the reign ■ 
of Henry V., but was scSn | 
fllW releafied, and appointed o 
heutenant of Ireland, a, post ^! 
■hioh he hold for many yoKra, J 
though ordinarily employed in * 
tVance, where he was one of 
the finaeet aupporlB of the 
English rule. Ue was, how- 
oier, defeated and taken pri- 
iOEier at Patay, and though 
soon eichacgod for a distm- 
guisbed Frenoh captain, and 
employed for several years 
Wer in tbe country, he was 
obliged to retire when Nor- 
mandy was overrun bv tbe 
t™^ of Charles VIL Talbot 
was, however, more successful i 
in Ireland, where he captured £ 

he received abundant honour and rewarda He was created earl of 
ShtawBbury m 1442, and earl of Waterford in 1W7 ; his eldest son 
was appointed chancellar, and himself hereditary lord steward, of 
Ireland. When tbe Qascons appealed for aid againet the Frenoh, 
Vm feme of Talbot pointed him out as the properleader of r«infon»- 
ments, and he accordingly sailed on the eipedition, but after some 
•tight successes he was defeated and Icilled at Caatillon, in his Slst 
per, his soa John, Lord Idsle, filing with him. Thar bodies were 
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to ReimB, -where he is crowned July 18 ; many of the 
strong towns expel their English or Bargundian garrisons. 
The duke of Bedford raises fresh forces, and en- 
deavours to hring the French to an engagement with- 
out success. 
The duke of Burgundy is appointed governor of Paris. 
The king is crowned at Westminster, Nov. 6. 

A.D. 1430. Joan of Arc is captured at Compeigne, 
May 26, but the English are shortly after obliged to 
raise the siege. 

The truce with Scotland renewed until May 1, 1436. 
A.D. 1431. The king is crowned at Paris, Dec. 17. 
The French recapture Harfleur. 

A.D. 1432. The duchess of Bedford dies, Nov. 14 ; 
the duke of Burgundy (her brother) takes offence at a 
marriage soon after contracted by the duke of Bedford, 
and inclines to the French party. 

A.D. 1433. Various conferences for peace are held, 
under the mediation of the pope, (Eugenius IV.,) and 
through the means of the duke of Orleans, but with- 
out effect. 

A.D. 1434. An insurrection agunst the English 
in Normandy is suppressed by the earl of Arundel (John 
Fitzalan**). 

A.D. 1435. A congress held at Arras to treat of 
peace, Aug. 20 ; the English envoys, offended at the 



brought to England, and bnried with great pomp at Whitchurch, in 
Shropshire. He was succeeded by his eldest son, also named John, 
who was made treasurer of £ngland, received large grants of the 
forfeited estates of the duke of York, and was kiUed on the Lan- 
castrian side at the battle of Northampton, in 1460. 
* He was killed sjlortly after at GeroeroL 
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offers of the French^, withdraw Sept. 6, and the dake of 
fiurgundy formally abandons their alliance, Sept. 21. 

The duke of Bedford dies at Rouen, Sept. 14. 

James of Scotland resumes estates granted, particu- 
larly those of the earls of March and of Stratheam^, 
which occasions much discontent among his nobles, and 
they begin to conspire against him. 

A.o. 1436. The bishop of Winchester and the duke 
of Gloucester thwart each other's designs, and thus hin- 
der reinforcements being sent to France. 

Paris is retaken by the French, April 13. 

The duke of Burgundy besieges Calais, July 19; he 
is forced to retire by the duke of Gloucester, Aug. 2. 

War breaks out with Scotland; James besieges the 
castle of Roxburgh, in August. 

The duke of York and Talbot are successful in 
Normandy, and ravage the country as far as Paris. 

▲.D. 1437. Guilds and incorporate companies or- 
dered to have their charters duly recorded before jus- 
tices of the peace 8, (15 Hen. VI. c. 6). 

f They offered to cede Normandy and Guienne to be beld by the 
ordinary homage, on condition of Henry resigning all claim to the 
crown and surrendering Calais and all other places that he tiien 
possessed in France. 

' The earl of March (Greorge Dunbar) had been engaged in in- 
trigues with the English during the king's captivity, but had been 
pimloned by the regent, Albany ; the king now seized his earldom, 
on the plea that the regent had no power to pardon treason. The 
earl of Stratheam (Malise Graham) was great-grandson of Robert II., 
by whom the fief had been limited to males ; the earl's mother, how- 
ever, had been allowed to hold it, and to convey it to her husband, 
who possessed it for many years unquestioned, and transmitted it to 
his son ; Malise had been one of the king's hostages in England, apd 
his treatment was highly resented by his fellow nobles. 

f The preamble states that these bodies oftentimes made unlawful 
and unreasonable ordinances "for their own profit and common 
damage to the people," and for remedy the justices are eaipowerod 
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James of Scotland mardered at Perth, Feb.20^ ; he is 
succeeded by his son James II., a child of six years old^ 

The duke of York is recalled from France, and the earl 
of Warwick (Bichard Beauchamp) appointed regent in 
his stead, July 16. 

The duke of Burgundy* s territories ravaged by Talbot. 
A.D. 1438. England is afflicted with plague and 
famine. 

A nine years* truce concluded with Scotland, March 
31. 

A.D. 1439. Freeh conferences for peace are held in 
the summer, but without effect ; a three years* truce is 
agreed to between England and Burgundy. 

The constable of France captures Meaux. 

The Public Schools at Oxford are founded. 
A.D. 1440. The title of viscount created by patent^. 



t^^ik 



to revoke and repeal such ; those who afterwards endeavour to en- 
force them being liable to a fine of £10 for each transgression. 

** The chief conspirators were the earl of Athol, uncle to the king, 
and Kobert Graham, uncle of the disinherited earl of Stratheam (see 
p. 51) ; they were both tortured to death. 

« His minority was disturbed by the 
struggles of the lords Crichton and 
Livingstone, the chancellor and governor 
of the realm, who held, the one Edin- 
burgh, the other Stirling, and contended 
for the possession of the king ; by the in- 
trigues of his mother and her second 
husband. Sir James Stuart, of Lorn ; 
and by the turbulence of two successive 
earls of Douglas, who set all law at de- 
fiance, and made treasonable leagues 
with England and the lords of the Isles. 
The crowned heart in the Douglas arms 
is an augmentation in memory of the Ar«« of do.i»im. 

joiuney of Sir James Douglas to the Holy Land with the heart of 
King Robert Bruce. 

'' John, lord Beaumont, was the first person who received this new 
title, Feo. 10, 1410, accompanied by a grant of lands in FraiMse. 
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Louis the dauphin conspires against his father, Charles 
VII. The English take advantage of the confusiony 
ravage Picardy, and capture Harfleur. 

The duke of York is again appointed regent, July 2. 
Eton College founded by Henry VI., Oct. 11. 
The duke of Orleans is set at liberty*, Nov. 12. 
William, earl of Douglas, and his brother, seized by 
treachery, and executed, Nov. 24. 

A.D. 1441. Charles VII. takes Creil, in April, but 
is driven from Pontoise in August by the duke of York ; 
he returns, and captures the town, putting the garrison 
to the sword. 

The duchess of Gloucester, accused of witchcraft, is 
sentenced to imprisonment for life™. 

A.D. 1442. The French gain several towns in the 
south of France ; the duke of York ravages the north. 

A.D. 1443. The duke of Gloucester accuf»es the 
bishop of Winchester of treason ; the bishop produces 
a general pardon from the king. 

The truce with Burgundy is renewed, April 23. 
King's College, Cambridge, founded by Henry VI. 
A.D. 1444. A truce is concluded with France, May 
28. It was to endure to May 1, 1446, and was after- 
wards prolonged to April 1, 1450. , 
The duke of York is recalled from France, and suc- 
ceeded by the marquis of Dorset (Edmund Beaufort). 

' He had been captured at Aginoourt, in 1415 ; one condition of 
hifl release was that ne should endeavour to bring about a peace, in 
which case the heavy ransom imposed on him was to be remitted. 

"• She was first sent to Calais, and afterwards to the Isle of Man, 
where she was confined in the crypt under the cathedral of St.. 
German, witliin Peel Castle. Robert Bolingbroke, a priest, and 
Margaret Jourdain, called the witch of Bye, her presumed con- 
fDderates^ were executed. 
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A.l>. 1445. The king marries Margaret of Anjou", 
April 22 ; Margaret is crowned, April 30. 

A.D. 1446. The earl of Suffolk is thanked in the 
parliament for his services in negotiating the truce with 
France. 

A.D. 1447. A parliament held at Bury St. E^mand's, 
Feb. 10 ; the duke of Gloucester is seized, Feb. 1 1, and 
is found dead a few days after. 
Cardinal Beaufort dies, April 11. 

A.D. 1448. Anjou and Maine surrendered accord- 
ing to treaty to the French. The discharged garrisons 
ravage Britanny. 

A.D. 1449. The French invade Normandy at several 
different points, and achieve its conquest with little 
trouble. 

Queens* College, Cambridge, founded by Queen Mar- 
garet, March SO®, 

The duke of York is appointed lieutenant of Ireland, 
July 5. He conciliates the people, and his friends P bring 
forward his claim to the throne. 

A war breaks out with Scotland ; the English bum 
Dumfries, and the Scots destroy Alnwick; the earl of 
Northumberland is defeated in Annandale. A truce for 
an unlimited period is concluded, Nov. 15. 

A.D. 1450. Insurrections break out in various parts 
of England, directed against the duke of Suffolk and his 

The marriage was negotiatedby the earl of Suffolk, who had 
led t 



before concluded the truce with France. The contract stipulated 
for the surrender of several of the remaining English possessions in 
France, and hence was oppcMsed by the duke of Gloucester, but the 

ofT 



for the surrender of several of the remaining English possessions in 

of &1 
mfluence of his rival, the bishop of Winchester, prevailed. 
* It was at first called St. Bernard and St. Margaret's College 



but being further endowed by the queen of Edward IV., it obtained 
its present appellation, 
r The most infiuential of these parties was Richard Neville, second 
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partisans. The chancellor (Archbishop Stafford) retires 
and Cardinal Kempe is recalled 4. 

Adam Moleyne, bishop of Chichester, is murdered at 
Portsmontli early in January. 

The duke is impeached by the Commons, Jan. 28, and 
committed to the Tower. 

He is brought before the parliament, March 17* and 
without trial sentenced to five years^ banishment. He 
embarks at Ipswich May 3, but is overtaken and be- 
headed at sea, by order of the constable of the Tower, 
(John Holland, duke of Exeter), 

John Cade (calling himself Mortimer') raises an in- 

■on of Ralph, earl of Westmoreland, who was bom in the jrear 1400, 

and had obtained the earldom of Salisbury by marriage with Alice, 

the h^ress of Thomas Montacute, killed at 

Orleans, in 1429. He served in France undei 

the duke of York, who was his brother-in law, 

became warden of the West Marches, in oon- 

imietion with his eldest son, (** king-making 

Warwick,**) and rendered himself &mous by 

his strenuous opposition to the surrender of 

the English provinces in France. When the 

civil war broke out, he took the field, and 

gained a victory over the Lancastrians at 

Bloreheath; owing to a sudden change of 

fortune, he was soon after obliged to flee to 

Calais, and was attainted. He returned the *~ "SSTC;'"* "' 

next year, and accompanied the duke of 

York mto the north against Queen Mai^ret, but be'ng taken at 

Wakefield, (where his sou Thomas was ^Ued, as well as the duke) 

he was beheaded, and .his head placed on the wall of York, whence 

it was removed in February, 1461, and buried with his wife at 

Bisham, in Berkshire, where he had prepared a place of sepulture 

before the battle of Bloreheath. He left three sons : Richard, earl 

of Salisbury and Warwick ; and John, marquis of Montacute, both 

killed at Bamet, in 1471 ; William, lord Falconbridge and earl of 

Kent, who died in 1463. Of his daughters, Margaret was the wife 

of John de Vere, earl of Oxford, a staunch Lancastrian ; and Kath- 

erine married first Lord Bonville, and afterwards Lord Hastings. 

% See p. 47. 

' He was an Irish soldier of fortune, '' a young man of a goodly 
stature uid pregnant wit," and was supposed to be put forw8J*d by 
the duke of York, in order to ascertain the feeling of \he natipu, 
towards his claim ; hence his asstmied name of Mortuner. 
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surrection in Kent, in May ; he encamps on Blackheath, 
June 1, and, as "captain of the great assembly of Kent," 
requires the dismissal of evil councillors. 

Sir Humphrey Stafford (cousin of the duke of Back- 
ingham') is sent against him, but is defeated and killed 
at Sevenoaks, June 27 ; Cade enters London, July 1 ; 
beheads Lord Say and Sele^, and attempts to plunder the 
city; he is driven' out, July 5, when his followers dis> 
perse, and he is soon after killed in Sussex. 

William Ascough, bishop of Salisbury, is murdered by 
insurgents at Edington, in Wiltshire, June 29, 

Cherbourg is taken by the French, Aug. 12. 

The duke of Somerset, late governor in Normandy, 
returns to England, and takes the direction of af- 
fairs. 

' Humphrey, earl of Buckingham, was grandson to Thomas of 
Woodstocrk, and was bom in 1404. He served in France in the 
wars of Henry V. and VI., and was present 
at the coronation of the latter at Paris. In 
1440 he was appointed captain of Calais, and 
on Sept. 14, 1444, he was created duke of 
Buckingham. A fierce quarrel as to pro- 
cedonce ensued between himself and Homy 
Beraiclmmp, duke of Warwick and king of 
tho Isle of Wight, but on Warwick's death 
soon aflor, he was declaimed fii'st peer of the 
realm, and was also made constable of Dover 
and warden of the Cuiqne Ports. IIo was 
killed at tho battlo of Northampton in 14G0, 
and was succeeded by his jp^ndsM)n, his oldest 
sou, Humphrey, liaving fallen at tho fii'st battle of St. Alban's ; his 
second son, Henry, bcc:vme tho second husband of Margaret, countess 
of Richmond. A fnghtful succassion of cnlamitios bcfcl both the 
ancestors and the descendants of this potent noble, as well as liiro- 
sel£ His gitindfather was mmxlerod at Oilais, his father killed at 
Shrewsbury, his son at St. Alban's, and hiuLself at Northampton ; 
his grandson and ffi*eat-grandson were both executed as traitors, 
and the great-grandson of the last was in 1637 compelled by abject 
poverty to rehnqulsh the 'rank of Lord Stafford, to which he had 
become entitled, his sister being at the time the wife of a carpenter. 

* He wiis treasurer of England^ and had been a devotod adhoi'ont 
of the duke of Suffolk. 
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The University of G]a8gow founded bj' papal bull. 
A.D. 1451. The French overrun Gascony; the last 
town that holds out is Bayonne, which is taken Aug. 25. 
A.D. 1452. The duke of York takes up arms, and 
demands that Somerset shall be brought to trial. He is 
prevailed on to lay down his arms, when he is imprisoned, 
but is shortly released, and retires to his castle of Wig- 
more. 

Talbot, earl of Shrewsbury, is sent to reconquer Gas- 
cony ; Bordeaux surrenders to him, Oct. 23. 

William, earl of Douglas, (cousin of the preceding 
earl «,) is murdered by James II. of Scotland, Feb. 22 ; 
the Douglases proclaim the king a perjured murderer, 
and declare themselves subjects of England. 

They take up arms, but being unsuccessful, are recon- 
ciled with the king. 

A.D. 1453. Talbot is defeated and killed at Castillon, 
July 23 ; Bordeaux invested by the French, Aug. 1 ; is 
taken by them, Oct. 17. 

The king falls ill, and is totally incapacitated for the 
government, November. 

A.D. 1454. The duke of York again comes forward, 
is admitted into the king's council, and procures the im- 
prisonment of Somerset. 

The parliament meets, Feb. 14; the king's incapacity 
being fully certified, the duke of York is appointed Pro- 
tector. Somerset is deprived of his offices^, and accused 
of treason, but the charge is not followed up. 

* See p. 63. 

* One of these was the captainship of Calais, which was bestowed 
on the duke of York, for seven years, July 28, 1454, but taken from 
hjm shortly after. 
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James, earl of Douglas, rebels, but being defeated, 
flees to England. 

A.D. 1455. The king recovers his health, revokes 
the duke of York's commission as Protector, and releases 
Somerset from the Tower, Feb. 5. 

The dukes of York and Somerset are prevuled on to 
submit their disputes to arbitration, March 4. 

The duke of York, being deprived of the captainship 
of Calais, takes up arms ; Somerset advances against him ; 
the armies meet at St. Alban*s, May 23, when Somerset 
is killed y, and the duke of York gdns a complete victory. 

The parliament meets, July 9, when a declaration is 
made of the innocence of the duke of Gloucester*, and 
a general pardon issued. 

The captainship of Calais bestowed on the earl of 
Warwick •• 



1 Henry, earl of Northumberland, was also killed on the TAnoaa^ 
trian side ; he was brother-in-law of the duke of York. 

■ See p. £4. 

* Richard Neville was the eldest son of Riohard Neville, earl of 
Salisbury, and was bom in the year 1428. like his father he 
married an heiress, and thus became earl of 
Warwick. He espoused the cause of the 
duke of York, led the van at the battle ot 
St Alban's, where Somerset, his brother-in- 
law, was slain, and soon after received the 
appointment of captain of Calais, which im- 
portant post he retained, through many vi- 
oissitudes of fortune, until his death. An 
attempt was made to assassinate him in the 
year 1458« which occasioned the Yorkists 
again to take arms; though successful at 
first, they were eventually dispersed ; the 
earl, among others, was attainted, and the 
yomig duke of Somerset, his nephew, was sent to dispossess him %f 
Calais. Warwick, however, foiled him, and maintained his forces 
by a puratioal wufare, in which he sometimes seised rich Lan- 
oaatrians on the English coast and put them to ransom ; at others, 
captured rich Spamsh ships ; then, returning to England, gained 




Anat of Nerille, mbI af 
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The earl of Douglas invades Scotland ; he is defeated, 
and two of his brothers killed. 

The king again falls ill, when, at the desire of the 
parliament, the duke of York is a second time constituted 
Protector, Nov. 19. 

A.D. 1456. The king recovers, and again revokes 
the duke's commission, Feb. 25 ; the duke and his chief 
adherents retire to their estates^. 

Donald, lord of the Isles, invades Scotland, in concert 



the bftitle of Northampton, bat was defeated bv Queen Maigaret 
at St Alban's. Edward IV. now succeeded, and Warwick was for 
a while all-powerful. He gained the victory of Towton, was made 
captain of Dover (Calais was already in his keeping), warden of the 
Scottish marches, lord chamberkun and lord steward, and had 
grants of forfeited lands to the amount of 80,000 crowns annually, 
while one broUier was made earl of Northumberland, and the other 
archbishop of York. He at length found rivals in {he Woodvilles, 
the relatives of Edward's aueen ; quarrels and slight insurrections 
ensued, and in 1470 he suddenly espoused the Lancastrian cause, 
drove out Edwcurd and restored Henry, from whom he received a 
confirmation of all his offices and acquisitions, and the post of ad- 
miral. Edward returned, and the eai*l was defeated and killed, 
together with his brother, at Baruet, April 14, 1471 ; their bodies 
were brought to London, exposed to the public gaze in one coffin, 
and afterwards buried at Bisham, with their fauier. Richard left 
two daughters : Isabella, who married the duke of Clarence ; and 
Anne, first mai-ried to Edward, son of Henry VL, and afterwards 
to Richard, di^e of Gloucester. His widow took sanctuary for a 
while at Beaulieu, and afterwards lived in poverty until tbe time of 
Henry VII., who pretended to restore her estates, but she at once 
conveyed them to him, and received one manor (Sutton, in Warwick- 
shire) for her support ; she was living in 1490, out how long after is 
vmcertain. 

John Neville, the younger brother of Richard, defeated the Lan- 
castrians at Hexham, and was created earl of Northxmiberland ; 
this was afterwards changed for the title of marquis of Montacnte. 
He followed his brother's steps, and fell with him at Bamet. His 
son George, a child, who had been created duke of Bedford, was 
stripped of his estates, then deposed for his poverty, and imprisoned 
with the yoimg earl of Warwick at Sheriff Hutton, where ne died. 
May 4, 1483. 

" The earl of Warwick repaired to Calais, the garrison of whioh 
Adhered to him through all the subsequent changes. 
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with the Douglases; he burns Inverness, but soon re- 
tires. 

A.D. 1457. The French and Bretons ravage the 
English coast ; they plunder Sandwich, Aug. 28. 

The truce with Scotland renewed for four years, Dec.31 . 
A.D. 1458. The queen and the duke of York are 
formally reconciled, March 25. 

Magdalen College, Oxford, founded by William Wayne-, 
flete®, bishop of. Winchester, July 18. 

An attempt made to assassinate the earl of Warwick, 
in London, Sept. 9 ; he repairs to the north, and ar- 
ranges with his father (the earl of Salisbury) and the 
duke of York for their defence. 

A.D. 1459. The earl of Salisbury marches to join 
the duke of York ; on his way he defeats and kills Lord 
Audley, a Lancastrian, at Blore-heath, in Staffordshire, 
Sept. 23. 

" His father's name was Bichard Pattyn, but the son was luually 
styled William Waynefiete from the place of his birth. LikeChioheley 
he was a Winchester scholar, and like him he 
imitated Wykeham by founding a college. 
He was for a while master of Winchester 
school, was in 1443 appointed provost of 
Eton, and in 1447 succeeded Cardinal Beau- 
fort as bishop of Winchester. He soon a^r 
commenced his academical foundation by /fTf7^X4XIX4 
procuring licence to fo^md St. Mary Mag- ^mAAAAm. 
dalen Hall (May 6, 1448), but did not ob- ^ fe^l^^flgSiP l 
tain the foundation charter of his college ^Pi^U^PN^^^ 
until 1458. He held the post of chancellor Arm»©fMiifd»ieBCotte«. 
from 1456 to 1460, and was with Henry VI, ontotd. ^^ 

at the second battle of Northampton. He was known as a decided 
partisan of the house of Xiaucaster, but was so generally esteemed 
for his integrity, that Edward IV. not only iJlowed him to retire 
unmolested to his see and granted him a general pardon, but also 
became visitor of his college and bestowed lands on it. Bishop 
Waynefiete died Aug. 11, 1486, and was buried at Winchester, 
where his tomb i? still kept in repair by Magdalen Collegia. 
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The earls of Salisbury and Warwick join the dake of 
York ; the Lancastrians, headed by the qaeen, advance 
to Ludlow against him, when Sir Andrew TroUope** de- 
serts to them, Oct. 13; a pardon is offered, and the 
duke's army disbands ^ 

A parliament held at Coventry, in which the duke of 
York and his chief adherents are attainted, Nov. 20. 

A.D. 1460. The Yorkist lords at Calais, invited by 
the people of Kent, land at Sandwich, about Mid- 
summer ; they enter London with a large army, July 2. 

The queen raises a force, which is totally defeated by 
the Yorkists at Northampton, July 10; the duke of 
Buckingham, the queen's general, is killed, the king 
taken prisoner, and the queen and her son obliged to 
flee to Scotland. 

James II. of Scotland is killed by the bursting of a 
cannon at the siege of Roxburgh, Aug. 3 ; he is suc- 
ceeded by his son James III., a child not seven years old. 

The parliament assembles, Oct. 7. 

The duke of York returns from Ireland, Oct. 9 ; he 
makes a formal claim of the crown, Oct. 16. 

A compromise is effected, that Henry shall retain the 
crown for life, and be succeeded by the duke of York ; 
the proceedings of the parliament at Coventry in 1459 
are set aside as illegal, [39 Hen. VI. c. 1]. 

The queen raises an army in the north, and advances 

^ He was killed on the Lancastrian side at Towton. 

* He fled with one of his sons (the earl of Rutland) to Ireland : 
the earls of March, Salisbury, and Warwick escaped to Calais, and 
WLvaged the English coast with their ships, capturing on one occa- 
sion Lord Rivers and other Lancastrians, who were assembling a 
force against them at Sandwich. 
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against the Yorkists ; the duke of York leaves London 
to oppose her. 

The duke of York is besieged by Margaret in Sandal 
castle, near Wakefield ; he sallies out, and attacks her 
army, but is defeated and killed, Dec. 31. His son, the 
earl of Rutland, is taken and butchered in cold blood 
by Lord Clifford^; and the earl of Salisbury and several 
other prboners beheaded without trial at Pontefract, the 
next day. 

A.D. 1461. The young duke of York (afterwards Ed- 
ward IV.) defeats the earl of Pembroke 8 at Mortimer's 
Cross (near Wigmore), Feb. 2. The earl's father and 
several other prisoners are beheaded on the field. 

The queen advances southward, and defeats the earl 
of Warwick at St. Alban's, Feb. 17, and rescues the 
king. Her partisans ravage the country, when she is 

' John, lord Clifford, had been commissary-general of the Scot- 
tish marches, and from his fierce and lawless charactei: bore the 
name of " the butcher." His fettber, Thomas, 
who was the nephew of Hotspur, had fallen on 
the Lancastrian side at the first battle of 
St. Alban's, and he himself was killed at Tow- 
ton. He was so obnoxious to the Yorkists, 
that his son Henry owed his life to being 
brought up as a shepherd, in which state 
he remained until the accession of Henry 
VII., who restored his title and estates ; he 
served at the battle of Flodden, and died 
in 1535. Robert, a younger son of "the 
buteher," was employed by Henry VIL as Arm«ofciiffoi4. 

a spy, and his treachery proved fiital to Sir William Stanley 
and many others. 

» Jasper Tudor, second son of Owen Tudor and Queen Katherine. 
He escaped from the field, and thougli by marriage nearly allied to 
the House of York, (his wife was sister to the queen of Edward I V ) 
lived an exile for years, carrying about with him his young nephew, 
afterwards Henry VIL He died in 1496, then having the titie of 
duke of Bedford. Stephen Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, was his 
grandson. 
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refused admission into Loudon, and obliged to retire 
to the north. 

The duke of York enters London, Feb. 28. His 
army being mustered in St. John's Fields on Sunday, 
March 2, the Lord Falconbridge^ addresses the citizens 
in favour of the duke's right to the crown. 

The duke urges his claim before a council of such 
peers, prelates, and chief citizens as can be collected, 
who declare him king, March 3. 

^ William Neville, a younger brother of the earl of Salisbury ; 
like hixn, he obtained his title by marrying an heiress. In 1462 he 
was created earl of Kent^ and died soon after. A nataral son 
of the preceding^ lord, called the Bastard of Palconbridge, was ad- 
miral of Warwick's nav^ when Henry VI. was restored ; he in May, 
1471, attempted to seize the Tower, where Edward's queen and 
Youi^r family resided : being repulsed from London, he lived awhile 
oy pinusy, having at one time a fleet of near 50 ships at Sandwich, 
but was at last captured and beheaded. 
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HOUSE OF YORK. 



lONEL of Antwerp, duke of Clareace and 
earl of Ulster, the third eon of Edward 
III., was the ancestor of this house, as hie 
younger brother John was of the usurp- 
ing Lancastrinns. His wife was Elizabeth, heiress of 
William de Burgh, who had been Itilled by some of 
his fellow Anglo-Irish chiefs, and it was to recover her 
patrimony, which had been shared according to the na- 
tive laws, that his ezpeditionB to Ireland^ were miunly 
undertaken. Their only daughter, Philippa, became the 
wife of Edmund, and the mother of Roger Mortimer, 
earl of March and Ulster, who was in 1385 declared 
presumptive heir to the throne, and was killed in Ire* 
land in 1398. He had married Eleonora, the daughter 
ofThomas Holland, earl of Kent, (half-brother of Richard 
II..) and left a son and two daughters. His son Edmund 

• See ToL i. p. 89S. 
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was the true heir to the throne, but was set aside by 
the parliament, and died without issue in 1424. His 
daughter Anne had in the meanwhile married Richard, 
earl of Cambridge, (second son of Edmund of Langley, 
duke of York,) and was by him the mother of one son, 
Richard, who, though he never bore the title, is justly 
to be regarded as the first king of the House of York^. 
Neither the place nor the date of Richard's birth 
have been fully ascertained, but he cannot have been 
more than five years of age when his father was put 
to death^ He was placed in the guardianship of Joan, 
countess of Westmoreland, whose youngest daughter. 
Cicely, he afterwards mairied. In 1425 he was re- 
lieved from corruption of blood, and succeeded to the 
estates and titles of his uncles, Edward, duke of York, 
and Edmund, earl of March. In 1430 the important 
office of constable was bestowed on him; in 1432, 
though very young, he was employed to guard the coasts 
of Normandy, and in 1436 he advanced almost to the 
gates of Paris. He was recalled in the following year, 
and though sent again in 1439 as lieutenant and captain 
to Normandy, he was again superseded by Beaufort, 
marquis of Dorset, who weakly or treacherously suffered 
himself to be expelled by the French, and then return- 
ing to England shared with Queen Margaret the direc- 
tion of public affairs. York firmly opposed him, and 
ia order to remove such an obstacle to their pro- 

^ In the first parliament of hia son's reign an act was passed [1 
Edw. IV. 0. 1], m which he is styled ** the right nohle and fiEimous 
prince of worthy memory. Richard, late dake of York ... in his life 
venr king in right of the realm of England, singular protector, lover 
and defensonr of the good govemanoe, policy, commonweal, peace 
and tninquillity thereof!" • See p. 35. 

V 
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jects, he was made lieutenant of Ireland for ten years^ 
from July 5, 1449. 

Up to this time the duke of York had silently 
acquiesced in the Lancastrian usuipation, hut he now 
(urged, it is said, hy his hrother-in-law and nephew, 
the earls of Salisbury and Warwick,) hegan to put for- 
ward his claim to the crown, having by his wise and 
mild government gained the firm support of the Irish, 
whose affection for his house contin :ed unabated even 
after its fall ^ His claim was resisted far more strenu- 
oobly by Margaret, and by Dorset (who had become duke 
of Somerset), than by Henry himself, and was looked 
on with favour by the bulk of the nation, not only from 
its real weight and the duke's brilliant services, but also 
from hatred to those who had lost the conquests of 
Henry Y. Attempts were made to accommodate the 
dispute by bringing Somerset to trial, and declaring the 
duke of York Protector of the realm ; but these failed 
through the violent spirit of Margaret, and arms were 
at length resorted to. The first battle was fought at 
St. Alban's (May 23, 1455) ; Somerset was there killed, 
and York again acknowledged Protector. This appoint* 
ment was soon after revoked by Henry, and the Yorkists 
were obliged to retire. A formal reconciliation followed, 
but it was broken by an attempt to assassinate the earl 
of Warwick. The battle of Bloreheath next occurred 
(Sept. 23, 1459), where the Lancastrians were again 
defeated, but through treachery the Yorkist army waa 

• He himself found safety there, with his son, the earl of Rut- 
land, in 1459 ; they fought in the cause of his pretended grandson, 
Lambert Simnel, and a^erwards joined Biohard, who was probably 
the true heir. 
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soon after dispersed, and the duke and his friends having 
taken to flight, were attainted by a parliament held at 
Coventry. 

In the summer of 1460 they returned, defeated the 
Lancastrians at Northampton, took Henry prisoner, 
and had the duke of York declared heir to the throne. 
Margaret, however, did not abide by this, but raising 
a force in Scotland and the north of England, she ad- 
vanced southward. The duke marched to meet her, but, 
by some mismanagement not to be expected in so ex- 
perienced a soldier, he suffered himself to be surrounded 
by her forces, and besieged in Sandal castle, in York- 
shire; and then, with equal imprudence, sallying out 
before his reinforcements arrived, he fell into an am- 
buscade and was killed, near Wakefield, Dec. 31, 1460. 
His head was placed on the wall of York, and garnished 
with a paper crown, but was taken down after the battle 
of Towton, and interred with his body and that of his 
son, the earl of Rutland, at Pontefract. Thence the 
bodies were removed in July, 1466, and buried with 
royal pomp at Fotheringhay. 

By his marriage with the daughter of Ralph, earl of 
Westmoreland, (who survived until May 31, 1495, when 
she died at Berkhampstead, and was then buried with 
him at Fotheringhay,) he had a family of eight sons and 
four daughters. Of these, 

Edward and Richard became kings. 

Edmund, earl of Rutland, born at Rouen, May 17, 
1443, was killed at Wakefield, Dec. 31, 1460. 

Henry, WiUiam, John, Thomas, and Ursula, died 
young. 



68 THE FLANTA6ENXTS — ^TORK. 

George, bora at Dublin in 1449, was created duke 
of Clarence, and also appointed lieutenant of Ireland 
(Feb. 28, 1462), soon after his brother's accession. He, 
however, conceived himself neglected and injured by the 
aggrandizement of the Woodvilles, and leagued with 
the eurl of Warwick (whose daughter Isabel he married) 
first against them, and eventually against the king. 
His fickle temper led him to forsake Warwick shortly 
after, but his reconciliation with Edward was probably 
not sincere. A quarrel next arose with Richard, duke 
of Gloucester, concerning the Warwick estates, which 
Clarence endeavoured to secure ent rely to himself, and 
which Gloucester was resolved to share ; then fresh dis- 
sensions occurred with the Woodvilles, Clarence ap- 
parently gave his sanction to an attempt to calculate 
'* the death and final destruction of the king and prince," 
was thereupon convicted of treason, and was found dead 
in the Tower shortly after (Feb. 18, 1478^). His wife 
\nd youngest child had died by poison about a year 
before, bat he left a son and a daughter (Edward, 
earl of Warwick, and Margaret, countess of Salisbury), 
who both sufifered death in the same prison under the 
Tudors. 

Of the duke of York's daughters, Anne married 
Henry Holland, duke of Exeter^, but obtained a divorce 

* His death is oommonly ascribed to the machinatioiis of hia 
brother Richard, but is more probably attribatable to the Wood- 
villes ; Anthony, Earl Rivers, bad the grant of a part of his estates, 
the pretence being that Clarence had expressed a wish to that effect, 
in order to make amends for the "great injuries and migh y offences" 
he had formerly d ne to the earl and his family. 

* He was a Lancastrian, lived awhile in exile, in abject poverty, 
(see p. 79)) and returning in 1470, was wounded and left for dead at 
Garnet ; he was conveyed to sanctuary at Westminster, but being 



THE PLANTA GENETS — YORK. 69 

from him, and then married Sir Thomas St. Leger. 
She died in 1475, leaving by her second husband a 
daughter, Anne, who married Sir George Manners, the 
ancestor of the dukes of Rutland. 

Elizabeth married John de la Pole, duke of Suffolk, 
and was the mother of John, eail of Lincoln, who was 
killed in the battle of Stoke ; Edmund, earl of Suffolk, 
beheaded in 1513; Richard, known as the White Rose 
of England, killed in the battle of Pavia; Humphrey 
and Edward, who preserved their lives by entering the 
Church ; and two daughters. 

Margaret married Charles the Bold, duke of Bur- 
gundy, and surviving him near thirty years died at 
Mechlin, in 1503. 

The peculiar seat of the House of York was the castle 
of Fotheringhay, on the Nen, in Northamptonshire. The 
manor was granted by Edward III. to his son Edmund 
of Langley, who rebuilt great part of the castle, and 
commenced the foundation of a collegiate church, dedi* 
cated to the blessed Virgin and All Saints, which was 
carried on by his son, and completed by his grandson, 
Hichard, whose body was, in 1466, buried there under a 
handsome shrine on the north side of the high altar. 
His wife, the duchess Cicely, and their son, the earl of 
Rutland, were buried beside him ; but the college being 
suppressed under Edward VI., and its site granted to 
Dudley, duke of Northumberland, the church, as was 
but too usual, was dismantled^, and the royal tombs fell 

unable to obtain his pardon, his wife opposing it, he left his asylum, 
and was soon after found dead on the coast of Kent. 

' Some of the richly carved stalls have been preserved in the 
neighbouring churches of Hemington and Tansor ; they are deco- 
rated with flie Yorkist badges and crests. 
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to decay. At length Queen Elizabeth, visiting the spot, 
ordered the bodies to be removed to the parish church, 
where monuments, "by no means worthy," says Camden, 
" of such princes, sons of kings, and progenitors of kings 
of England,'* still exist to their memory. 

So troubled a period as the reigns of Henry VI., 
Edward IV. and Richard III., might seem little favour- 
able to peaceful pursuits, yet considerable progress was 
made both in commerce and in the encouragement of 
learning. The Statute-book, particularly of the Yorkist 
princes, shews how carefully what were then conceived 
the true interests of the nation as to trade were legis- 
lated for; and the period which witnessed the founda- 
tion of numerous colleges and halls in both Universities K, 
and of the public schools and library at Oxford, cannot 
justly be reproached as neglectful of the liberal arts. 
Indeed Edward and Bichard were distinguished patrons 
of learning, although engaged in an almost incessant 
struggle for their lives. Edward pardoned the Lancas- 
trian chancellor, Wayneflete, and the judge, Sir John 
Fortescue, though both his active opponents, apparently 
on account of their literary merits ; and among his chief 
favourites were the accomplished scholar, John Tiptoft, 
earl of Worcester**, and Anthony Woodville, earl of 
Kivers, a gallant cavalier, though a man of doubtful 
character, but worthy of remembrance as the elegant 

' Lincoln, All Souls', and Magdalen Colleges, at Oxford ; King's 
and Queens' Colleges and Catherine H^, at Cambridge ; and Eton 
College, still exist of the foundations of tlias era. 

k Caxton laments his death with simple earnestness: **0 good 
blessed Lord God ! what great loss was it of that noble, virtuous, 

and well'disposed lord, the earl of Worcester At his death the 

axe did at one blow cut off more learning than was in the heads of 
all thj surviviug nobiUty." 



THE FLAHTAGBHBTB— TOBK. 71 

poet, the translator of moral works, and the geDerous 
patron of William Caxton, who introduced the art of 
printing to England under his auBpices. 

Nothing can be more nnjust than the tone that 
modem hiatorians in general have adopted towards the 
Honse of York, the members and the partisans of 
which are represented as guilty of innnmerable crimes, 
many of them, in all probability, being mere inventions 
of writers in the interest of the Tudors, whose object 
in vilifying their predecessors is sufficiently obvious. 
Though the fact is indisputable that Richard, duke 
of York, was the legitimate king, and the LancRstnaiis 
mere intruders, he is ordinarily spoken of es a rebel, 
and thus is laid on him the odium of the murderous 
conflict, BO well known as the War of the Roses, (in 
which, according to a vague, but probably not exagger- 
ated estimate, 12 princes of the blood, 200 other nobles, 
and 100,000 of the knights, gentry, and common people 
perished,) when in reality this awful amount of blood- 
shed flowed from the treason of Henry of Bolingbroke. 

The falcon and fe.ttrlock, the run 
in splendour, and the white rose 
(often with the emblem of tht.' Passion 
in its centre,) are the peculiar badges 
of the House of York ; many other 
emblems afe found, but they are 
rather the personal distinctions of 
each prince, ss the lion rampant c-wx*"!-". 
argent, of the earl of March; the black bull, of 
Ularence ; and the white boar, ot Gloucester, 



EDWARD IV. 

Edward, the seconi] son of Richard, duke of York, 
and Cicely, daughter of the earl of Westmoreland, wm 
born at Rouen, April 29, 1441, while his father hdd 
the ofSce of regent of France for Henry VI. He was 
obliged to flee to Calaja when the Yorkist forces were 
disjieraed in 1459, but returned in the following Bummer, 
when they gained a great victory at Northampton, and 
soon after the duke of York was recognised by the par. 
liaaient as heir to the throne. At the end of the year 
the duke was killed at Wakefield, but Edward shortly 
after defeated the I^ncastriaiis at Mortimer's Cross, and 
boldly advancing on London, in spite of a defeat ex- 
perienced at St, Alban's by his chief partisafi, the carl of 
Warwick, he entered the city Feb. 28, and was received 
as king March 4. 1461. 

He had, however, to leave London almost imme- 
diately to meet the forces of Queen Margaret, and hav- 
ing defeated them at Towton, March 29, tbua secured 
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his throne. The LancastriaDS rose again in 1464, but 
wtre defeated, and so completely crushed that they could 
offer no farther opposition ; Margaret retired to the con- 
tinent, and Henry fell into his hands. Quarrels, bow- 
ever, arose between the duke of Clarence, the earl of 
Warwick, and others of the old nobility, and the family 
of his queen ^, in consequence of which he was driven into 
exile, and King Henry restored, in 1470. Edward soon re* 
turned, however, defeated all his opponents at Barnet and 
at Tewkesbury, captured Queen Margaret, and reigned 
undisturbed by civil war, though by no means free from 

•^ The Woodvilles were a Northamptojishire family, and their ances- 
tors had frequently held the shrievalty there. Kichard, the ntw 
queen's father> had married Jaqueline, 
duchess of Bedford ; he held at different 
times the offices of seneschal of Normandy, 
constable of the lower, and lieutenant of Ca- 
lais ; he was in 1448 ennobled, and being a 
'Warm partisan of the House of Lancaster, 
was in 1459 seized at Sandwich by some of 
the exiled Yorkists and carried a prisoner 
to Calais. He was soon released, lived ap- 
parently in retirement for a few succeed- 
ing years, and shortly i^er his daughter^ 
marriage was created earl Kivers, and re- 
ceived many valuable grants, and the offices 
oi constable and treasurer. At length, on 
the breaking out of the troubles which Arm* ©f woodviue, jiwi «»««. 
c^ve Edward IV. for a while into exile, the earl and his son John 
were captured at Grafton and beheaded. He left a large family, of 
whom Aathony succeeded him as Earl Bivers, and also lost his life 
by violence ; Lionel became bishop of Salisbury, conspired against 
I^hardlll. and died in exile ; and Kichard was killea in Britanny 
in 1489. 

Anthony, in right of his wife, became Lord Scales, and is celebrated 
for his gallautry and love of literature. He received from Edward 
ly. a grant of the Isle of Wight, fled with him to Holland, and on 
Ins retm-n was appointed governor of Calais and captain generaL 
lie Was the governor of his nephew, Edward V. , but being seized at 
Stony Stratford, in April, 1483, was carried into Yorkshire, and be- 
headed at Pontefract about the 26th of Juno, by order of Richard 
IH., wiilh whom he had been long at variance. 
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disquietudes from the protection which the exiled Lan- 
castrians met with abroad. He was engaged during the 
greater part of his reign in either covert or open attacks 
upon Scotland ^ and he also, in 1475, led an army into 
France, but he effected nothing of consequence in either 
country ; he was equally unsuccessful in a number of 
marriages which he planned for his children while yet 
infants, none of which took effect, and he died rather 
suddenly, April 9, 1483, after a reign of twenty-two 
years, marked by more cruelty and licentiousness than 
any former king had exhibited. 

In 1463, or 1464, Edward married Elizabeth Wood- 
villeJ, the widow of Sir John Grey, and daughter of 
Jaqueline, formerly duchess of Bedford. The queen's 
relatives were all Lancastrians, they were also needy, 
but they were speedily married to the richest heirs and 
heiresses^, and engrossed the favour of the king to the 
exclusion of those who had placed him on the throne. 
This was deeply resented, and caused his temporary ex- 
pulsion ; several of the Woodvilles perished on the scaf- 

< His interference was highly resented, and in an Act of the 
Scottish ParUament of 1481 he is styled **the revare (robber) Ed- 
ward calland him king of Kngland." 

i The partisans of his brother Richard asserted that he had a 
wife living at the time, Eleanor, daughter of Talbot, earl of Shrews- 
bury, and widow of Lord Butler, son of James, earl of Ormond and 
Wiltshire, and the proofs of their statement appeared satisfactory to 
tiie first parlisunent of Richard III., but the Tudor writers allege 
that she was only his mistress. 

^ Her brother Anthony married the daughter of Lord Scales, be- 
lieved to be the wealthiest heiress in the kingdom, and intended as 
the wife of the young duke of Clarence ; John, another brother, mar- 
ri^ the dowager duchess of Norfolk ; her son. Sir lliomas Grey, 
married the infajit daughter of the duke of Exeter (she was Edward's 
niece) ; and her five sisters were amply provided for in like manner ; 
one of them (Katherine) married the young duke of Buckingham, 
who was a ward of the crown. 
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fold; the queen was obliged twice to take sanctuary; 
and she at last died (June 8, 1492) in confinement in 
the nunnery at Bermondsey, where she had been placed 
by her son-in-law, Henry VII. 

The children of Edward and Elizabeth were three 
sons and seven daughters. 

1. Edward, became king. 

2. Richard, bom in 1473, was created duke of York, 
and also appointed lieutenant of Ireland, Lord Gor- 
manstown being his deputy. In 1477 he was married 
to Anne, the heiress of John Mowbray, duke of Norfolk, 
but she died shortly after, and he is usually said to have 
been murdered with his brother, in the Tower, by order 
of their uncle, the duke of Gloucester ; the fact, how- 
ever, is far from certain. 

3. George, created duke of Bedford, died an infant. 
Mary and Margaret died young; Bridget (born 1480) 

died a nun at Dartford in 1517. 

Of the remaining princesses, Elizabeth married Henry 
VII. Cicely (born 1469) married first Lord Wells, and 
afterwards Sir John Kyme; she died in 1507. Anne 
(bom 1475) married Thomas Howard, earl of Surrey, 
Feb. 4, 1494, and died 1512. Katherine (born 1479) 
married William Courtenay, earl of Devon, and died 
1527. Her son was Henry, marquis of Exeter, be- 
headed in 1538, on a charge of corresponding with his 
cousin, Reginald Pole. 

Edward left two natural children: 1. Arthur, who 
roarried an heiress, and was created Viscount Lisle ^; 

' His daughter Frances married Thomas Monk, a genUemMi of 
l^von, and ancestor of Monk, duke of Albemarle. 



he was a military commander, but being accused of a 
design of betraying CHlaia, be was imprisoned in the 
Tower, where he died, March 3, 1542, it it eajd of joy 
at learning that the king was satiefied of bis innocence ; 
2. Elizabeth, who married Sir Tbomaa Lumley. 

The royal arms and motto were the snme in this as in 
the preceding reign, but Edward employed other sup- 
porters, chiefly the badges of various ancestral posses 
ti ns. Some existing examples have a black bull and 
a white lion, (Clarence and March) ; some a white lion 



and a white hart; others two white lions. His badges 
are numerous, and likewise allude either to the posses- 
siona or the varying fortunes of his family. The black 
bull is the symbol of Clarence; the black dragon, of 
Ulster; the white wolf, the emblem of the Mortimers; 
the white bart shews his kindred with Richard II. ; while 
the falcon and fetterlock indicate the depression, and 
the sun in splendour the triumph, of his house'. 

Edward possessed great military skill and undaunted 

■ ShalispeBre thus alludea to tbe I&tter well-lniown emblem : — 
" Now is the wintfir of our diaeontent 
Blade glorious aiuninor by the Sun oE York I" 
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courage, a handsome person and fascinating manners ; 
bat he was al^o unscrupulous, licentious, and cruel. The 
fickleness of his temper is seen in his ahandoning his 
father's and his own greatest friends, the Nevilles, for 
new favourites from his queen's family ; his rapacity, in 
the * benevolences" which he extorted ; and his want of 
natural affection, in the part he acted in the destruction 
of his brother Clarence. It was remarked that he wit- 
nessed an execution with as much pleasure as others 
would a pageant ; and indeed he seems seldom to have 
extended mercy to those who fell in his power, being 
apparently more desirous to exterminate than to con- 
ciliate his opponents. 



A.D. 1461. Edward is solemnly installed at West- 
minster as king, March 4°^. 

He marches into the north, and defeats the Lancas- 
trians at Towton, near Tadcaster, March 29, with ter- 
rible slaughter". Henry, his queen and son, with some 
of their adherents, escape to Scotland, but many are 
taken and executed^. 

*■ His regnal years are comptited from this day. 

■ Ix)rd Clifford was killed the day before in a skirmish at Ferry- 
DTidge, as were Lord Fitzwalter and a natural brother of the earl 
of Warwick ; the earls of Northumberland and Westmoreland, lords 
IJacre and Wells, Sir Andrew Trollope and many other knights fell 
at Towton. 

• Among these were the earls of Deyonshire and of Ormond and 
Wiltshire, the father-in-law of Lady Eleanor Butler, who was very 
probably the wife of Edward. But in this horrible contest aU ties 
of kindred or alliance seem to have been systematically disregarded 
by both parties ; almost every family had Others, sons, brothers 
*^^yed s^inst each other: — 

" Long years of havoc urge their destined coarse. 
And tnrough the kindred squadrons mow their way." 
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Henry surrenders Berwick to the Scots, April 25. 

Edward returns to London, and is crowned, June 29, 
by the archbishop of CanterburyP ; he creates his bro- 
thers, George and Richard, dukes of Clarence and Glou- 
cester. 

The Scottish regents are willing to assist the Lan- 
castrians, but are embarrassed by the intrigues of Ed- 
ward with the Lord of the Isles and other nobles, and 
obliged to agree to remain neuter. 

The parliament meets, Nov. 4. It declares the Lan- 
castrian princes usurpers [1 Edw. IV. c. 1], but allows 
acts done by "the said pretensed kings" to remain 
valid, " except as to such persons, and every of them, 
whom our sovereign lord the king reputeth and holdeth 
for his rebels or enemies 4." 

All sheriffs except those of London, forbidden to pro* 
ceed judicially', [c. 2], 

A.D. 1462. The earl of Oxford (John de Vere«),hi8 
son Aubrey, and several other Lancastrians, beheaded iu 
London, February 26. 

Edward makes a treaty for the conquest and partition 

r Thomas Bourchier, brother of the earl of Essex, who was uncle 
to iheking. 

4 Edward took full advantage of this comprehensive clause, and 
transferred lands, and privilege, and offices to his active supporters 
to such an extent that hundreds supposed to be Lancastrians, but 
not so compromised as to forfeit their lives, were yet reduced to ab- 
ject poverty. 

r The statute states that many 11^^ people have been harassed 
by indictments and presentments "affirmed by jurors having no 
conscience, nor any freehold, and httle goods," and even by the 
menial servants and bailiffs of sherii&, merely to extort money. 

■ He was bom in 1409, and was the grand nephew of the favourito 
of Bichard II. He had made a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, and 
had served with much distinction both by sea and land in the 
French wars. 
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of Scotland, with Jolin, Lord of the Isles, and other 
nobles, Feb. 13. 

Queen Margaret, by a promise to surrender Calais if 
it should ever be in her power, obtains a small body of 
French troops, who however are shipwrecked on Holy 
Island, and either killed or taken; she escapes to 
Berwick. 

A.D. 1463. The duke of Somerset (Henry Beau- 
fort^) and many other Lancastrians abandon Henry, 
and make terms with Edwards 

The trade in and exportation of wool regulated by 
statute, [3 Edw. IV. c. 1]. 

The importation of " wares ready wrought*' forbidden, 
[c. 4]. 

The apparel of all persons regulated according to their 
rank, [c. 5^]. 

' Queen Margaret again sails to France, and obtains a 
body of troops from Louis XL of France. She lands in 
Northumberland, in October, but not being joined by 
the people retires to Scotland. The earl of Angus makes 
an inroad as far as Alnwick in her favour. 

A.D. 1464. Queen Margaret marches into England, 

* He was the Bon of the duke killed at St. Alban's in 1455. He 
had fled to Scotland after the battie of Towton, and now gave up 
Bamborough castle as the price of pardon, but he soon rejoined the 
Lancastrians, was taken at Hexham, and beheaded. His brothers 
Edmund and John suffered the same fate after the battle of Tewkes- 
bury. 

» Others fled to France, where they lived in abject poverty, 
Philip de Comines, indeed, asserts that he saw the di^e of Exeter 
(the brother-in-law of £dward) b^^ng in the streets. 

* The commons of the realm, as well men as women, are said to 
wear excessive and inordinate apparel, to the great displeasure of 
Crod, the enriching of strange realms, and the destruction of this 
realm. A somewhat similar statute was passed in Scotland in 1467« 
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captures several northern icastles, and is again joined by 
Somerset, the Percies, and her other adherents. 

Edward marches against them. 

John, Lord Montacute^, defeats the Lancastrians at 
Hedgley-moor (near Wooller) April 25, and at Hexham, 
May 15. Henry finds a refuge in Lancashire ; the queen 
and prince retire to Flanders. 

The duke of Somerset and many other prisoners are 
executed, and the estates and title of the Percies (earl 
of Northumberland) granted to Montacute. 

Prince Alexander of Scotland captured at sea by the 
English, but released. 

A fifteen years' . truce concluded with Scotland, June 
1 ; the Scots engage to give neither assistance nor 
shelter to the Lancastrians. 

Edward avows his marriage with Elizabeth, the widow 
of Sir John Grey» a Lancastrian, Sept. 29^; he heaps 
favours on her relatives, the Woodvilles, and thus 
arouses the jealousy of his brothers and his great sup- 
porter, the earl of Warwick. 

A.D. 1465. The manufacture of cloth regulated by 
statute, [4 Edw. IV. c. 1]. 

Passage to or from France by any other ports than 
Dover and Calais forbidden, except to soldiers and mer- 
chants with merchandize y, [c. 10]. 

'' He was the brother of the earl of Warwick, and after a va- 
riety of fortune met his death with him at Barnet. in the year 
1471. 

* He had married her some time before, but authorities di£^ 
as to how long. 

r The king's command and stress of weather, duly proved, ex. 
onerated violators of this ordinance ; one half of the penalties was to 
go to the king ; the other half to be employed upon the reparation 



EDWABD lY. 81 



Edwiard sends ambassadors to France, Britanny, and 
Bargandy, to endeavour to prooure the expulsion of the 
Lancastrians, but is unsuccessful. 

£dward*8 queen is crowned with great pomp at West- 
minster, May 26. 

A.D. 1466. Henry is captured in Lancashire, in July ; 
he is conducted to London, treated with much ignominy, 
and imprisoned in the Tower. 

Lord Boyd, of Kilmarnock, and his brother Alexander, 
become the favourites of the king of Scotland, and dis- 
pose of everything at their pleasure. 

A.D. 1467. The queen's relatives (the Woodvilles) 
endeavour to lessen the influence of the Nevilles". In 
consequence, the king takes the seals from the arch- 
bishop of York, and threatens to resume the g^eat es- 
tates they hud received*. 

Edward forms an alliance with the duke of Burgundy 
(Charles the Bold) against France, and gives him his 
sister Margaret in marriage*. 

A.D. 1468. The giving of liveries prohibited S [8 Edw. 
IV. c. 2]. 

The Nevilles and Woodvilles are formally reconciled. 



of the castle of Dover ; or, according to another copy of the statute, 
givoi to any fireeman of Dover who should sue for the same. 

* Of the three brothers, Richard was earl of Warwick and Salis- 
bury and captain of Calais ; John, earl of Northumberland and 
warden of the Scottish marches ; and Qwrge, archbishop of York 
and chancellor. 

' He was empowered to do this by a statute £7 Edw. lY. c. 4] 
Passed, as was supposed, by the advice oi the Woodvilles for the 
'esumption of improvident grants. 

^ They were married July 9, 1468. 

* They were still allowed to be given on public occasions, and for 
the time only, as at coronations, installations of prekites, &c. 
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Edward forms alliances with the kings of Arragon 
and Castile, and the duke of Britanny, preparatory to an 
invasion of France. 

A.D. 1469. The duke of Clarence marries Isabel, 
daughter of the earl of Warwick, July 11^, and leagues 
with him against the WoodyiUes. 

James II. of Scotland marries Margaret, daughter of 
Christiem I. of Denmark; the Orkney and Shetland 
isles are surrendered to him as security for her marriage 
portion. 

An insurrection is raised, when the king's troops are 
defeated at Edgecote, near Banbury, July 26, and the 
queen's father and brother, together with the earl of 
Pembroke (William Herbert®) and his brother, captured, 
and executed. 

The Boyds fall into disgrace; their estates are for- 
feited ; Lord Boyd and his son, the earl of Arran, es- 
cape ; Sir Alexander is executed. 

The estates and titles of the Percies restored, Nov.^ 
A.D. 1470. The Lancastrians rise in Lincolnshire, 
under Sir Robert Wells, but are speedily suppressed* 
March. 

The earl of Warwick and the duke of Clarence are 

* The ceremony was performed at Calaia, bj Ajrohbishop NeriHe. 

* His will, made the day after the battle, contains the following 
affecting passage addressed to his wife ; " Remembw your promise 
to me, to take the order of widowhood, as ye may be the better 
master of your own, to peiform my will, and to help my children, as 
I love and trust you." He concludes, " Wife, pray for me, aiid take 
the said order that ye promised me, as ye haa in my life my heart 
and love. God have mercy upon me, and save you and our cmldreo, 
and oar Lady and all the saints in heaven help me to salvatum. 
Amen." 

' John Neville, the new-made earl, was, in reoompense^ nuae4 to 
the higher titJe of marquis of Montaoute. 
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denounced as traitors by the king, March 31 ; they flee 
to Calais, bat being refused admission, retire to France, 
where they are received by Louis XI. 

Warwick is reconciled to Queen Margaret, and agrees 
to assist in restoring King Henrys ; his daughter Anne 
is married to the young pnnce in July or August. 

Clarence becomes dissatisfied, and secretly promises 
to rejoin his brother. 

Warwick and Clarence land at Dartmouth, Sept. 13. 

Edward assembles an army against them, but being 
deserted by Lord Montacute (Warwick's brother) flees 
to Lynn, and there embarks for Flanders, Oct. 3^. 

Warwick enters London, Oct. 5, releases King Henry 
from the Tower^ but himself assumes all the powers of 
government. 

John Tiptoft, earl of Worcester J, is captured and be- 
headed, Oct. 15. 

' It is belieyed that Warwick originally designed to. make the 
duke of Clarence king, but finding this distastefm to both Yorkists 
and Lancastrians, he undertook the restoration of Henry VI., at 
the instigation of Louis XI. of France, who lived in constant appre- 
hension of an attack from Edward. Clarence, enraged at being thns 
P^ aside, prepared to desert his confederates at the first opportunity. 
His queen took sanctuary at Westminster, Oct. 1, and her eldest 
*>y (afterwards Edward V.) was bom there Nov. 4. 

Henry dated the resumption of the royal power firom Oct. 9 ; and 
OB the 13th of the same month he went to St. Paul's, in great state^ 
to return thanks for his restoration. 

* He was the brother-in-law of Warwick, having married his sister 
y^' He was educated at Oxford, and after visiting the Holy 
I^and, resided for some years in Italy, where his learning and elo- 
quence attracted much attention. On his return to England he was 
promoted to many high offices by Edward IV., and refusing to 
abandon his cause, was put to death on charges of n^-administration 
in Ireland, where he had been successively chancellor, deputy, and 
lieutenant, as well as constable of England ; he is said by the Lan- 
^^J^^nan writers to have acted with great cruelty in this latter 
office, but this is probably a calumny. 
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A.D. 1471. A parliament held at Westminster, which 
repeals the attainder of the Lancastrians, attaints the 
Yorkists, and settles the crown anew on King Henry 
and his son Edward, and, in case of failure of issae, on 
the dake of Clarence. 

Edward sails from Zealand with a small force, March 
11, and lands at Ravenspur (at the month of the Hum- 
her) March 14. 

Edward makes oath in York minster that he only de- 
sires to recover his family estates (prohahly Mar. 19), 
hut heing joined by numerous partisans he reassumes 
the name of king. 

Clarence joins him at Coventry, March 30, when he 
advances to London, is admitted by the archbishop of 
York (Warwick's brother), and sends King Henry agaia 
to the Tower, April 11. 

Warwick follows him from Coventry, but is defeated 
and killed at Bamet, April 14^. 

^ One reason commonly assigned for this defeat is, that Warwick's 
men mistook the badge of the earl of Oxford's men for that of the 
king, which it nearly resembled, and attacked their new allies, who, 
sospecting treachery, hastily left the field. 

«fohn de Vere, earl of Oxford, was bom in 1442. Although his 
fiither and brother had been beheaded as 
Lancastrians, (see p. 78,) he was &youred 
bv Edward IV., but quitted his party when 
Henry VI. was restored, and sat as lord 
steward in judgment on Tiptoft, earl of 
Worcester. The Lancastrians being shortly 
after defeated at Bamet, he fled first to 
Scotland, then to France, and obtaining a 
few vessels in Britanny, he supported him- 
self for a while by piracy, and also seized on 
St. Michaers Mount in Cornwall, where he ^^ 
resolutely endured a siege of some months. ^"^ "oStoST** *^ 
He was at last obliged to surrender, when he was sent to the castle 
of Hammes, in Picardy, where he remained until 1484. He then in- 
duced the goyemor of the place and many of the garrison to espouse 
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Queen Margaret lands at Weymouth, April 14. On 
receiving the news of Warwick's death she seeks sanc- 
tuary at Beaulieu, but being joined by the duke of 
Somerset (Edmund Beaufort) and others, again takes 
the field. 

Edward marches against the Lancastrians, totally 
defeats them at Tewkesbury^, Saturday May 4, takes 
Margaret prisoner, and puts to death the duke of Somer- 
set and many other nobles™. 

King Henry is found dead in the Tower shortly after"*. 

A g^eat council held, at which an oath is taken to 

the cause of Heniy of Ri<$hmond, acoompanied him to England, and 
powerfiillj contribated to his victory at Bosworth. He receiyed 
lai^e grants of the confiscated estates of die duke of Clarence, of the 
Nevilles, and of Catesby, was appointed constable of the Tower, and 
admiral, and survived until March 4, 1513, when he died, and was 
succeeded by his nephew. His wife, the sister of the earl of Warwick, 
is said to have supported herself during a part of his imprisonment 
by her needle, but at length her " great poverty" was relieved by a 
pension of £100 a year from Kdward IV., which Bichard III. con- 
tinued to her (Patent Boll, 21 £dw. IV. p. 1, m. 10, and 1 Bich. III. 
p. 5, m. 132). 

' One of the parties killed was John, lord Wenlock, who had 
formerly been an officer of Queen Margaret's household, and had 
been wounded on the Lancastrian side at the first battle of St. 
Alban*s. He however soon after joined the Yorkists, fought for 
them at Towton, and received, b^ide many grants of lands, the 
office of chief butler. He also was made lieutenant of Calais under 
the earl of Warwick, and was greatly trusted by Edward IV., being 
employed on several important commercial embassies. He joined 
in uie attempt to restore Henry VI., and was one of tliose who in- 
duced Margaret to renew the struggle after the defeat at Bamet. 
He, however, took no part in the battle at Tewkesbury, and Somer- 
set, suspecting that he waited an opportunity of joining the king, 
rushed on him, and killed him with his own hands. 

"■ The young prince Edward is stated, in a cotemporary manu- 
script, to have been killed while flying from the field, and not to 
have been butchered in Edward's presence, as commonly reported ; 
the duke of Somerset, lord St. John, and about a dozen knights 
and squires, were dragged from the church, where they had t^en 
sanctuary, and beheaded. May 6. 

■ The day of Henry's death is not certainly known ; but it seems 
probable that it was early in June, 
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maintain the right of Eklward's infant son as his suc- 
oessor, July 3. 

A parliament meets at Westminster, Octoher 5, which 
attaints many members of the Lancastrian party ; several 
bishops, however, who had acted with them in the kite 
commotions, are pardoned. 

A.D. 1472. The archbishop of York (George Neville) 
is stripped of his possessions and imprisoned at Guisnes, 
near Calais, on the charge of correspondence with the 
Lancastrian exiles. 

A.D. 1473. The earl of Oxford sorprises Momit St. 
Michael, in Cornwall, in September, but being obliged 
to surrender (in February, 1474.) he is imprisoned for 
many years in the castle of Hammes, near Calais. 

The dukes of Clarence and Gloucester quarrel about 
the inheritance of the earl of Warwick <'. 

Edward renews his alliances with foreign states pre- 
paratory to an attack on France. 

He obtains large sums of money from the parliament, 
and also extorts "benevolences, or free gifts," by which, 
says the Chronicler of Croyland, " each man gave to the 
king what he pleased, or rather, what he did. not please." 

Catherine Hall, Cambridge, founded. 

The prince of Wales allowed to give his livery and 
badge, notwithstanding existing statutes, [12 £dw. IV. 
c. 4]. 

« Warwick left only two daughters; Isabel was in 1409 married 
to Clarence, and Anne to Edward, prince of Wales. After tiie death 
of Warwick and the prince, Clarence endeavoured to retain the 
whole of the estates, and therefore laboured strenuously to pre- 
yent his sister-in-law from marrying^ again, even obliging her to 
disguise herself as a oook-mald ; but the duke of Gloucester dis- 
covered the cheat, and married her. 
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Wears obstructiDg rivers ordered to be pulled down, 
[12 Edw. IV. c. 7P]. 

A.D. 1474. Edward passes the year in preparing 
for an expedition to France. 

Special privileges as to livery of lands and other 
matters granted to persons who should accompany the 
king to Erance, [14 Edw. IV. cc. 1. 2]. 

A.D. 1475. Edward lands at Calais, July, and de« 
mands the crown of France. 

He is deceived in his expectations of support from the 
duke of Burgundy; agrees to a truce for seven years, 
Aug. 29, has an interview with Louis XL, who promises 
him a large pension, and returns to England, Sept. 28 4. 

Donald, Lord of the Isles, is attainted by the Scottish 
parliament, Nov. 27'. 

A.D. 1476. Edward endeavours in vain to induce the 
duke of Britanny (Francis 11.) to surrender the earls of 
Pembroke and Bichmond". 

A.D. 1477. The earl of Mar, brother of James II. 
of Scotland, expressing his hatred of the king's low- 
bom favourites ^ is imprisoned, and soon after dies, 
from what cause is uncertain. His brother, the duke 
of Albany, is also seized, but escapes to France. 

' This was only doing what Magna Charta had provided should 
be done, 250 years before. See vol. i. p. 290. 

** Philip de Gomines places the oouduot of Edward's ooancillors in 
a rery ocuous light ; aooording to him, they all received bribes fix>m 
the Irench king. 

' He was restored in blood the following year, but his possessions 
09* tiie mainland of Scotland (Ross, Cantyre, Knapdale, and other 
atiots) were annexed to the crown. 

* Jasper and Henry Tudor. See p. 62. 

* The king had a taste for the fine arts, and gave much more of 
his fiivoar and society to their professors than was agreeable to his 
brothers or his fierce nobles. 
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The duke of Clarence retires from court™; Thomas 
Burdett^and John Stacy, dependants of his, are executed 
on frivolous charges^. Clarence returns, and asserts 
their innocence before the council. 

A.D. 1478. The circulation of Irish money in Eng- 
land forbidden, [17 Edw. IV. c. 1]. 

The exportation of coin or plate without the king's 
licence, declared felony [Ibid.]. 

Clarence is committed to the Tower, Jan. 16 ; brought 
to trial, when the king pleads personally against him, and 
condemned to death, Feb. 7 ; he is found dead in the 



" His duchess and his youngest son, Richard, had died shortly 
before, and John 'iliursby and Ankerett Twinnewe were oonyioted 
befoi*e the judges in Warwickshire, of having poisoned them, at the 
instigation of Sir Roger Tocotes, another member of the duke's 
household ; Sir Roger's trial was removed into the court of King's 
Bench, but he was either acquitted or pardoned. Ue was concerned 
in the risings against Richard UL, and was attainted, but eventuaUy 
received a pardon. 

* Burdett was charged with having, in confederacy with Stacy, 

Eired Thomas Blake, a clerk, to calculate the nativities of the 
and his eldest son. This was in November, 1474, according 
e indictment afterwards found agamst them. Stacy and Blake 
** worked and calcinated by art mac^c, necromancy and astronomy, 
the death and final destruction of the king and pnnce .... although 
according to the determinations of holy Church, and the opinior.s 
of divers doctors, it is forbidden to any liegeman thus to meddle 
concerning kings and princes in manner aforesaid, without their 
permission." In May, 1475, they are said to have treacherously 
made known to many persons that they had ascertained that the 
king and prince would shortlv die, *' to the intent that the cordial 
love of the people might be withdrawn from the king, and the king, 
by knowledge of the same, would be saddened thereby, so that his 
lifo would be thereby shortened." Burdett was Anther charged 
with *' dispersing and disseminating divers seditious and treason- 
able biUs and writings, rh3rmee, and ballads, containing complaints, 
seditions, and treasonable arguments." The prisoners were tried 
and found guilty by a special commission, July 19, and Burdett and 
Stacy were the next day executed at Tyburn, but Blake obtained 
a "Dardon, at the intercession of the bishop of Norwich, (James 
Ooldwell). 
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Tower, Feb. 18; many of his estates are granted to 
Anthony Woodville, earl Rivers, the queen's brother. 
A.D. 1479. England rairaged by a pestilence. 
A.D. 148Q. Louis XI. refuses to abide by the treaty 
of 1475^ 

War breaks out with Scotland ; the duke of Gloucester 
makes an unsuccessful attempt on Berwick. 

A.D. 1481. The English fleet sails into the Frith of 
Forth, but effects little. 

The English and Scottish armies face each other for 
a considerable time on the borders, and then withdraw 
without a battle. 

A.D. 1482. The duke of Albany comes from France, 
styles himself king of Scotland ', and by treaties (dated 
at Fotneringhay. June 10 and 11,) engages to hold the 
kingdom of Scotland as a fief of England, to break off 
all alliances with France, to surrender Berwick and the 
frontier districts of Annandale, Eskdale and Liddisdale, 
and to marry Cicely, Edward's daughtery. 

Berwick is invested by the dukes of Gloucester and 
Albany, in July. 

James of Scotland raises an army, and marches towards 
the border. Archibald, earl of Angus, seizes the royal 
favourites and hangs them*, when the king is earned a 
prisoner to Edinburgh, and his army disbands itself. 



: Seep. 87. 
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' He declared the kinff to be iUeeitimate. 

^ This princess, a child, was fiOready engaged to his nephew, 
prince James ; and he himself had two wives (one, the daughter of 
the earl of Orkney, he had abandoned) liviM, and a family by each. 

' Th«r names have been preserved : Cochrane, an architect, 
^'^gera, a musician, Preston, ^mmel, Torfefen, and Leonard, whose 
occupations do not appear. The only gentleman, John Bamsay, 
^*s spared. 
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The dukes leave the siege of Berwick, and capture 
Edinburgh. 

The king and Albany are apparently reconciled, and 
the English army retires, early in August. 

Berwick is captured by the duke of Gloucester. 

A.D. 1483. Louis XI. of France breaks off a mar- 
riage contract which had been formed between his son 
and the king^s daughter Elizabeth. Edward, in conse- 
quence, prepares for war. 

An act passed conferring many important trading pri- 
vileges on the town of Berwick*, [22 Edw. IV. c. 8]. 

The duke of Albany renews his alliance with the 
English, by treaty dated Feb. 1 1 . 

Edward dies, April 9 ; he is buried in St. George's 
chapel, Windsor, April 19, his nephew, the earl of Lin- 
coln, attending as chief mourner^, 

* The trade with Scotland is ordered to be shared between Carlisle 
and Berwick, and the bui^gesses of the latter town are to nave, ex- 
clusively, the fium of the salmon fishings in the Tweed, and the 
trade in the fish. 

*> This droumstanoe is worthy of remark as shewing the approftch- 
Ing fiUl of the Woodvilles. 



EDWARD V. 

Edvard, the fourth child bot eldest son of Edwsrd 
IV., was bom in the Sanctuary at WeBtminster, during 
his father's brief exile, Nov. 4, 1470. He was soon 
after created prince of Wales, and in 1479 also earl of 
Pembroke ; in 1482 he was sent to keep a rainiic court 
at Ludlow, in the marches, being under the gnardianship 
of Anthony Woodville, earl Rivera, his maternal uncle, 
and attended by Sir Richard Grey, his hslf-hrother. Sir 
Thomas Vapgban, and othen of the WoodviUe party. 
The death of his &tfaer on the 9th of April, 1483, called 
him to the throne, but after a mere nominal possession 
of less than three months^, he and hia brother, Richard, 

■TlBOd»lao in tha Utter part oftherdgnot Edward IT. 
Aararding to a msmorandum in the It«d Book of tJie Eioheqner, 
his reign "oeued" tm June 22, the day that bad been appointed Air 
hia ooniaation, and the same on if hich hii uncle's claim waa pnUioly 
broo^t fomvd j tma that day to the 26th of June was an inl«r- 
regnum. 
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duke of York, both disappeared, and nothing is known 
as to their fate. 



A..D. 1483. Eklward is proclaimed king, April 9. 

The queen-mother endeavours to obtain the regency, 
but is foiled by the union of the dukes of Gloucester 
and Buckingham, Lord Hastings^, and others, who re- 
solve to depress the Woodvilles. 

The young king, being sent for to London, is met at 
Stony Stratford by the dukes of Gloucester and Buck- 
ingham, April 30, when they seize Rivers, Grey, Vaugban, 
and Haute ^ and send them prisoners to the north, and 
bring Edward to London, where he arrives May 4. 

The queen-mother takes sanctuary at Westminster, 
with the duke of York and her daughters^, May 1. 

* William, lord Hastings, was the son of Leonard Hastings, a &- 
▼ourite esquire of Bichara, duke of 'York, 
who through the duke's influence obtained 
the shrievalty of Warwick and Leicester. 
WUliam was equally £Eiyoured by Edward 
IV., received a large share of the Lancas- 
trian forfeitures, was employed on em- 
bassies, held the posts ot master of the 
mint, captain of Calais, constable of many 
other castles, and chamberlain. He was, 
however, on bad terms with the Woodvilles, 
although made by the queen guardian of 
her son Thomas, and hence he readily joined 
with Richard, duke of Gloucester, against AmiofLoHiHMtiBfa. 
them. From some cause which has never 

been clearly ascertained, Hastings was seized at the council board, 
by order of the Protector, and immediately beheaded in the Tower, 
June 13, 1483. He left, by his wife Katherine, the widow of Lord 
Bonville, and sister of the earl of Warwick, a son, Edward, who 
succeeded him, and became, in right of his wife. Lord Hungerford, 
and whose son was created by Henry VIII. earl of Huntingdon. 

t Commonly, but wrongly, called Hawes. 

c Her brother, Sir Richard Woodville, and her son, the marquis 
of Dorset, attempted to seize on the Tower, and to raise a fleet, but 
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The dake of Gloucester is appointed by a great coancil 
of prelates, nobles, and chief citizens, protector of the 
king and kingdom^. 

The duke of Buckingham is appointed chief justice, 
chamberlain, seneschal and receiver of Wales, and con- 
stable of " all the king's castles" there, May 16*. 

The protector issues proclamations appointing June 
22 for the coronation of the young king. 

Lord Hastings is seized while at the council-board in 
the Tower, and beheaded, June 13J. The Woodville 
prisoners are executed at Pomfret shortly after. 

The queen allows the duke of York to leave the Sanc- 
tuary and join his brother in the Tower. 

Ralph Shaw^, a preacher, sets forth the Protector's 

f^ed; they remained concealed until Buddngbam's rebellion, in 
which they took part. 

^ The day is uncertain : the first public document now known in 
which he is styled Protector is dated May 14. 

^ These grants gave him power to appoint all the officers here- 
tofore appomted by the crown, and to sm*vey and array the popu- 
lation. 

1 The archbishop of York (Thomas Scott or Botherham) and the 
Wshop of Ely (John Morton) were also seized. The former was soon 
released. Morton was given shortly after into the custody of the duke 
of Buckingham, who was probably persuaded by him to take up 
arms. On Buckingham's death Morton made his escape and joined 
Bichmond ; a pardon was granted to him by Richard, Dec. 11, 1484, 
but he did not return until Richmond was established on the throne. 
He was made archbishop of Canterbury, in which post he died, Sept. 

' He was the brother of the lord mayor of London (3ir Edmund 
ohaw). Taking for his text a passage from the Book of Wisdom 
(i^ 8), " The multiplying brood of the ungodly shall not thrive, nor 
teke deep rooting from bastard slips, nor lay anv fisust foundation," 
*^® /iwelt on the alleged marriage of Edward I v . to Lady Butler, 
wnich if true render^ the young Edward, his brothers and sisters, 
"Intimate, but it is incredible that he also asserted that Edward 
and Clarence were base-bom ; the Protector surely would not thus 
Jftfeine his own mother, who beside fsivoured his claim ; yet this is 
^e statement of Sir Thomas More, who has given form and dis- 
™ctiie88 to the vague chaiges of earlier writers. 
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claim to the throne, in a sennon at Paul's Cross, Sunday, 
Jane 22. 

The duke of Buckingham makes a speech to the like 
effect at the Guildhall, Tuesday, June 24 ^ 

" The lords spiritual and temporal, and the commons 
of the land," wait on the Protector at Baynard's Castle, 
Thursday, June 26, with a " bill of petition, wherein 
his sure and true title" to the throne "is evidently 
shewed." 

He repairs to Westminster, where certain deputies, in 
the name of the nobles and people of the north, present 
a petition to the assembly, desiring that he may take 
the office and title of king: "the children of Edward 
IV. being ille^timate, those of the duke of Clarence 
attainted, and the blood of Richard, duke of York, re- 
maining uncorrupt only in the person of Richard, the 
Protector, duke of Gloucester." 

The petition is received, the Protector assumes the 
style of Richard the Third, and rides m state as king 
to St. Paul's, '' and was received there with great con- 
gratulation and acclamation of all the people™." 

' Sir Thomas More asserts that on the following day the lord 
mayor and aldermen aocompanied Buckingham to Baynard's Castle, 
and there tendered the crown to the Protectory the cotemp(Nrai7 
writer Fabian, who usually dweUs upon every incident in whieh the 
citisens of London are eonoemed, does not mention this, and it is 
therefore probably untrue. 

■ These are Richard's own statementa, made to the garrison of 
Calais, who, having taken an oath to Edward V., required some 
formal document to justify the transfer of their all^gianoe. 



RICHARD in. 

RiCBABD, the fouageet sou of Richard, duke of 
York, wu bom bX Fotheriiigha,7 in 1450°. In hig 
elerenth year he vaa sent for safety to Flanders, on the 
ocCBsioQ of the death of bis father, but was speedily 
i^called by hia brother Edward, to whose fortunes be 
Keins to have closely attached himself, accompanying 
him b his exile in the year 1470, and receiving from 
him in retnm many important grants. Very early in 
^ reign Richard had been created duke of Gloucester, 
vai he eubseqaently became constable, justiciary of 
Wales, and warden of the west marches ; he served 
wder bis banner at Baraet and at Tewkesbury, went 
with him to France, and commanded an army ag^nst 
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Scotland, with which he captured both Berwick and 
Edinburgh. 

When Edward IV. died the duke of Gloucester was 
in the north, but as he, like his late brother Clarence, 
had a long-standing quarrel with the Woodvillesj be 
marched southward, took his nephew out of their hands, 
and escorted him to London, sending the earl of !Bivers, 
Sir Thomas Gray, Vaughan and Haute, his chief at- 
tendants, to Sheriff Hutton and other castles in York- 
shire. He was accompanied by a large body of troops 
who had served under him in the north, and was at 
once declared Protector of the kingdom, the queen- 
mother having in the mean time retired to the Sanc- 
tuary at Westminster, with her younger son and her 
five daughters. 

So far Richard seems to have been supported by 
numerous parties whose only bond of union was dislike 
of the Woodvilles ; these were now helpless, and the 
confederates quarrelled; but the true history of the 
months of May and June, 1483, has never yet been 
ascertained. We only know that Hastings, one of the 
chief opponents of the Woodvilles, was executed, appa- 
rently on the spur of the moment, in the Tower : that, 
shortly after, the earl of Rivers and his friends were 
put to death at Pomfret^, and that between these two 
events the young duke of York was withdrawn from 
the Sanctuary (whether by force or fraud is an open 
question), and joined his brother in the Tower ; neither 



* They were not exeoated on the same da^, as is commonly stated. 
Hastings was put to death June 18, and Bivers made his will June 
23 ; he is believed to have been behisiaded June 25 or 26. 
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was publicly seen after, and nothing is known » though 
much has been plausibly conjectured, as to what became 
of them P. 

Whilst these events were in progress Richard had 
brought forward a claim to the crown, (founded on a 
pre-contract of marriage of £dward IV. which rendered 
his union with " dame Elizabeth Gray" invalid, and the 
attainder of his brothg* Clarence,) which appeared satis*- 
factory to the parliament; he was in consequence re- 
ceived as king, June 26, and was crowned with much 
pomp and a larger concourse than ordinary of the no- 
bility «, July 6. 

Richard made a progress through the country, and 
repeated the ceremony of his coronation at York, Sept. 
8. This was hardly concluded when the duke of Buck- 
iogham, many of the old Lancastrians, and some of the 
Woodvilles combined against him, but '"ere speedily 
eruBhed. The eafl ot Richmond, in concert with them, 
attempted an invasion, but his fleet was dispersed by 
bad weather; Richard visited the disturbed districts, 
^d on his return took vigorous measures to guard the 
coast. 

In the parliament which met early in 1484, several 
statutes were passed, uiainiy directed against abuses in 

» The popular theory is, that the two children were murdered by 
Richard ; another, that they were only imprisoned by him, and that 
their mother contrived the escape of one or both from the Tower, in 
the interval between Richard's death and the entry of Henry VII. 
i»to London ; if true, this would account for Henry's harsh treat' 
nient of her and her son, the marquis of Dorset. 

"i Thirty -five peers attended it ; his mother was present, and Mar- 
garet of Kichmond (the mother of Henry VII.) bore the train of his 
qaeen. 
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the administration of justice, and some laws were en- 
acted for the protection of traders and the extension of 
commerce. The same assembly declared the marriage 
of Edward IV. and his queen a nullity, and revoked all 
grants made to her, thus rendering her totally depend- 
ent on Richard, who induced her to leave the Sanctuary, 
by the promise of a suitable mamtenance for herself and 
daughters ; it also took an oath to support the right of 
Richard's son to the throne. This arrangement was 
foiled by the young prince's death soon after, and then 
Richard's nephew, John, earl of Lincoln, was recog^nised 
as his heir. The king, however, felt his throne per- 
petually endangered by the hostility of the Lancastrian 
exiles, and endeavoured, but without success, to get 
their chiefs into his power. He made a truce with 
Scotland, and knowmg that a plan was on foot for a 
marriage between Henry, earl of Richmond, and Eliz- 
abeth of York, he laboured to thwart it by offering to 
marry her himself, a proposal to which both she and 
her mother seem to have agreed'. But before anything 
could be done, Richmond landed in Wales, and pene- 
trated without opposition to the centre of England, with 
the secret concurrence of many who professed to adhere 
to Richard. One decisive battle took place at Bosworth, 
in Leicestershire, and there the king lost both his crown 
and his life", on the 22nd of August, 1485. His body, 

' A stiToiig presumption anses from this that their nearest rela- 
tives did not believe Richard to be the murderer of his nephews. 

• The duke of Norfolk, Lord Ferrers, Sir Robert Brakenbury, were 
killed ; and his chanceUor of the exchequer, Gatesby, taken and be- 
headed. He is mentioned in a Lancastrian distich as one of Richard's 
principal councillors : — 

** The Cat, the Rat, and Lovely that dog, 
Rule all England under the Hog." 



\ 
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which was found covered with wounds on the field, was 
carelessly thrown across a horse, and carried into Lei* 
cester, where it was interred in the Grey Friars monas* 
tery*. 

Richard married, after much opposition from his bro- 
ther Clarence, Anne, the second daughter of the earl of 
Warwick, and widow of Prince Edward. She died, after 
a lingering illness, March 16, 1485, and was buried in 
Westminster Abbey* 

Their only child, Edward, bom at Middleham, in 
Yorkshire, in 1473, was by Edward IV. created earl 
of Salisbury, and in the first vear of Richard's reign, 
prince of Wales and earl of Chester, and lord-lieutenant 
of Ireland. He died April 9, 1484. 

Richard had a natural daughter, Katherine, who mar^ 
ried William Herbert, earl of Huntingdon, but is believed 
to have died shortly after. Two natural sons are also 
ascribed to him, and a tale has been told of one of them 
living in Kent to the time of Edward VI. (1550), and 
following for safety the craft of a bricklayer, but its 
truth is very doubtful. 

The royal arms remained the same as in the time of 
Edward IV., but Richard adopted different supporters : 
sometimes a lion and a boar, sometimes two white boars. 
Beside the badges of his house, the sun m splendour, 

The Bat is Sir Robert Batdiff (evidently a devoted partisan ; see 
Note B.) Lovel was particularly obnoidous, both on account of his 
rank, and as the son of a Lancastrian. 

* A mean tomb was erected over his remains by Henry VII. at a 
cost, as appears from his Privy Purse Accounts, of £lO. Is. At the 
suppression of the monastery, this was destroyed, and Richard's 
stone coffin is said to have long after served as a horse-trough at an 
inn in the town. 
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and the white rose, which he here Bometinies separately, 
at others one withia the other, he had a singular cogni- 
sance of a falcon with a virgin's face holding a white 
rose. 





Biid«MofBiehu4in. 

The character by which Richard III. is popularly 
known was drawn in the first instance by two or three 
obscure writers who lived in the time of his victorious 
opponent^; but their glaringly prejudiced statements* 
have been adopted, and so embellished and recom- 
mended by the talents of Sir Thomas More, Lord 
Bacon, and Shakspeare, that they have taken a place 
in history, and have caused him to be generally re- 
garded rather as a monster than a man. The Public 
Statutes and Records of his reign, however, exhibit him 
in a very different light, and their unimpeachable testi- 
mony ought to decide the question. It may, too, be 
remarked, that the crimes laid to his charge are not 
supported by anything like conclusive evidence; while 
it is certain that his succession to the throne was agree- 

* These are, the anonymous continuer of the Chronicle of Croy- 
land ; Thomas Rous, a priest of Warwick ; and Robert Falnan, an 
alderman and city annalist. 

* We give as a specimen a few lines from Rous, which contain the 
chief charges: ''Gloucester obtained, or rather invented, the title 

of Protector He received his master, Kdward, with kisses and 

fawning caresses, and in three months murdered him and his brother, 
poisoned his own wife, and, what was most detestable both to God 
and the English nation, slew the sanctified Henry YI.*' 
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able to the main body of the nation^ which seems to 
have imitated the example of Saxon times "^, in prefer- 
ring the rale of a man skilled in arms and government 
to the dangers of a long minority. His enemies are 
obliged to confess that he swayed the sceptre with vigour 
and ability, and that wise and equitable laws were en- 
acted by his parliament; they also allow him military 
skill and courage^; and it is now well understood that 
his fall was the consequence, not of hatred caused by 
his crimes among the ancient friends of his House, but 
of the arms of his and their hereditary foes rendered 
triumphant by treachery. 

Brief and troubled as was the period of Richard's 
rule, several matters justly considered as of great im- 
portance at the present day date from it. The statutes 
of his parliament are the first that were drawn up in the 
English language, as they were also the first that were 
printed ; the office of consul, so necessary to the interest 
of merchants and travellers abroad, was established by 
him 7^; and that great engine of modern convenience, 
the post-office, is based on a system of couriers esta- 
blished by him for the rapid transmission of intelligence 
during his campaigns in Scotland in 1481 and 1482. 

The Public Statutes of his reign may perhaps not be 
considered as conclusive evidence of the real character 

«r Ethelred and Alfred the Great both became kings, to the pre- 
judice of their nephews, owing to the disturbed state of the nation. 
See voL I pp. 87, 88. 

* It is, however, done reluctantly : " If I may venture to speak 
anyihiug to his honour," says Rous, '* though he was a little man, 
he was a noble and valiant soldier.** 

y The English merchants abroad had before his time chosen one of 
their number governor, but Richard first made him an officer of the 
state. Laurentio Strozzi, of Florence, was in 1485 appointed con- 
sul and president of the J^nglish merchants in Italy by patent from 
the king. 
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of Richard ; but numerous entries on his Patent RoUa 
indicate with certainty that he has been unjustly treated 
by historians in general. They prove him, like mo- 
narchs of very different reputation, to have granted 
numerous pardons to his opponents^, and to have been 
lenient m his treatment of their families'; lavish in 
his own grants', and regardful of those of his prede- 
cessors* ; vigilant in providing for the defence of his 
shores, and the improvement of his ports'* ; anxious 
to repress piracy", and ready to compensate the suf- 
ferers' ; desirous to encourage trade by affording protec- 
tion to merchants and foreigners*, of which they must 
have been fully sensible, judging from the numerous 
denizations recorded ; guarding the purchaser against 
frauds' in the wool manufacture, and also protecting 
the workman by directing his payment to be made in 
"ready lawful money *^" In his private character he 
appears grateful for services rendered to his House " in 
prosperity and adversity" ;" mindful of old servants'*, 
and willing to lessen his own revenue to benefit faith- 
ful towns ^*, or relieve distress". He devoted deodands 
and forfeitures to charity"; liberated his bondmen*'; 
founded a collegiate church, and several chantries*'; 
bestowed alms on various religious bodies*^; and was 
ti benefactor to a college in each University "y. 



A.D. 1483. Richard assumes the crown, June 26 ; 
he is crowned, with his queen, at Westminster, July 6. 

y See Notes and Illustrations, where the documents on which 
the above assertions are based will bo found cited, with cone- 
sponding numbers. 
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John Howard, lord Howard '« is appointed earl-mar- 
shal S June 28. 

Eklward, prince of Wales, appointed lord-lieutenant of 
Ireland for three years, July 19. 

The duke of Buckingham receives the appointment of 
coostahle of England, and a confirmation and extension 
of his former grants^, July 15. 




Annt of Howiinl, duke of 
Norfolk. 



< Sir John Howard was the grandson of Thomas Mowbray, the 
first duke of Norfolk, who was banished by 
Riehard II., (see vol. i. p. 416). He held the 
ofBcse of sheriff of Norfolk, went to Gascony 
with Talbot, and was present at the battle of 
Castillon. He afterwards servea principally at 
sea, at one time ravaged the coast of Britanny, 
and took the town of Conqaet. He was much 
fayoured by Edward IV., who made him trea- 
surer of the household, employed him on em- 
bassies, and appointed him captain -general at 
sea in 1478. He became deputy of Calais, 
constable of the Tower, and afterwards was 
admiral of the fleet which accompanied the 
diike of Gloucester's invasion of Scotland in 
1482. By Richard IIL he was made earl-marshal, and admiral for 
life, beside receiving most liberal grants in lands and money ; he 
BteadOy adhered to him, and was kmed in his quarrel at Bosworth 
field, Aug. 22, 1485. His son, Thomas, who had been a squire of 
Bdward IV., fought also at Bosworth ; he suf- 
fered a long iniprisonment in the Tower, but at 
length had t^e title of earl of Surrey, and a por-' 
tion of his estates, restored to him by Henry 
VII. He was repeatedly employed against the 
Scots, and gained the victory of Flodden, by 
which he obtained an honourable augmentation 
to his arms ; his sons also distinguished them- 
selves both by sea and land ; in consequence he 
had his dukedom and the earl-marshaiship re- 
stored, was made lord treasurer and knight of 
the Garter. He died in 1524. D*'t«. ^^ *»»• Mi««nt»tio«, 

*^ His fee was to be £20 annually from the fee-farm of Ipswich. 
He was very shortly after created diike of Norfolk, and he had a 
Snxit of a great number of manors and lordships, including Farley 
Castle, July 25, on which day he was appointed admiral of Englano, 
Ireland, and Acqmtaine. 

*8eep. 93. 
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The treason of the duke of Albany ° being discovered, 
he flees into England, having first surrendered his cast]e 
of Dunbar to the English*. 

Richard makes a progress through the country, visit- 
ing Oxford, Gloucester, Coventry, and arriving at York, 
is again crowned there with great pomp, Sept. 8. 

Plots are formed against him, in which his form^ 
partisan, the duke of Buckingham, joins. 

The malcontents take arms in various quarters % on 
the same day, Oct. 18; Richard returns southward, 
issues a proclamation from Leicester, Oct. 23, offering 
a free pardon to the common people, and large sums 
for the apprehension of the leaders. 

Buckingham, being prevented by a flood in the Severn 
from joining his confederates, seeks shelter with one of 
his dependants, but is betrayed by him, carried to Salis- 
bury, and there beheaded, Nov. 1 ; the other malcontents 
disperse, some finding refuge in sanctuaries, others re- 
pairing to Britanny'. 

The earl of Richmond attempts a landing in Dorset- 
shire, but his fleet being dispersed by a storm, he is 
obliged to retire to Normandy. 

Richard proceeds through the west of England, pnnish- 

* See p. 90. 

* It was recovered by the Soots in the summer of 1485. 

* Buckingham raised forces in Wales ; the marquis of Dorset, tiie 
bishop of Exeter (Peter Courteney), and others, in Devonidiire ; Sir 
Kichard Woodville, and his brother, the bishop of Salisbury, in Wilt- 
shire ; Sir John Fogge, Sir (George Browne, in Kent ; and Sir Wil- 
liam Norris in Berkshire. 

' The three bishops of Ely, Exeter, and Salisbury were among 
the latter number ; the bishop of Salisbury (Lionel WoodvilleS died 
about a year after in exile, but t^e others survived Richara^ and 
then returned to their sees. 
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ing some of the insurgents 8, but pardoning the greater 
number, and returning to London at Christmas, is re- 
ceived with great rejoicings. 

A.D. 1484. A parliament held at Westminster, Jan. 
23, when several valuable statutes are enacted. 1. Ah 
act forbidding secret feoffments, [1 Rich. III. c. 1]^, 
2. forbidding benevolences^, (c. 2) ; 3. allowing bail in 
accusations of felony, and forbidding the seizure df 
persons' goods before conviction, (c. 4); 4. remedying 
the abuse of insufficient jurors, (c. 6) ; 5. regulating the 
conduct of aliens \ (c. 9) ; another act annulled all let- 
ters patent granted to ** Elizabeth, late wife of Sir John 
GrayV (c. 15). 

The manufacture of cloth regulated by statute '^j 
[1 Rich. III. c. 8]. 

The members of the two houses of parliament take an 
oath to support the succession of Richard's son Edward 
to the throne, Feb. 

Both houses of convocation petition the king to re- 



s One of the parties executed was Sir Thomas St. L^er, Richard's 
brother-in-law ; he had married the divorced duchess of £xeter, but 
she was now d^td. 

^ The statute stat^ that the king, remembering how his subjects 
have, by new and unlawful inventions and inordinate covetousness, 
been obliged to pay great sums of money, to their almost utter de- 
struction, ordains, with the consent of parliament, that the exactions 
called benevolences shall be annulled for ever. 

^ Importers of books or printers, of any nation or country, are 
specially excepted from the restraints of this act [1 Rich. III. c. 9], 
which is an important testimony to the value already attached to 
the then newly invented art of printing. The king is believed to 
have been himself a man of literary tastes, and in his reign the 
Statutes were first printed. 

J The use of this term for the widow of the late king, seems to 
indicate that Richard's parliament were satisfied that their marriage 
was null and void, in which case Richard would not be a usurper. 

k Some of the enactments appearing injudicious, the penalties 
were remitted by the king's proclamation, Oct. 25, 1484. 
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lieve them from the jurisdiction of the secular courts 
He complies by a charter dated Feb. 23 K 

The queen-mother is deprived of her estates by the 
parliament ; Richard induces her to leave the Sanctuary 
at Westminster, taking an oath to provide for her and 
her daughters, March 1. 

The heralds and pursuivants of arms incorporated by 
charter^, March 2. 

Richard's son dies, April 9, and his queen March 16, 
1485. 

Richard declares his nephew, John de la Pole, earl of 
Lincoln, his heir™. 

The earl of Richmond, apprehensive of being delivered 
up by the duke of Britanny, seeks shelter in France, 
where he is allowed to raise forces. 

A three years* truce concluded with Scotland, Sept. 

21, and a marriage arranged between Prince James and 
Anne de la Pole, Richard's niece. 

The duke of Albany invades Scotland with a body of 
English borderers ; he is defeated at Lochmaben, June 

22, and flees to France °. 

The earl of Oxford escapes from Hammes, and joins 
Richmond <^. 

^ This was in imitation of what his brother Edward had done in 
the early part of his reign. 

* The grant is made to Garter (John WritheJ, CWence, Norroy, 
and Gloucester, kings of arms ; it confers on tne college the house 
called Cold Arber, in the parish of Allhallows the Less, London, and 
permits the purchase of isuids to the ralue of £20 yearly for the 
support of a chaplain to say mass in the house daily. 

"> He also received the appointment of lord-lieutenant of Lneland, 
Which the deceased prince had held, Aug. 21. 

" He was shortly after killed there at a tournament. 

° 8ome of the garrison accompanied him ; Thomas Brandon and 
seventy-three other soldiers, and Elizabeth, wife of James Blount, 
supposed to have allowed their escape, received a pardon, Jan. 27, 
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A..3). 1485. Richard raises money by way of " bene- 
voIence,"which greatly impairs his popularity. 

He proposes to marry the princess Elizabeth, which 
is agreed to by the qaeen-mother. 

The earl of Richmond, alarmed at this newsP, hastens 
hia preparations. 

A fleet fitted out in April, under Sir George Neville 9, 
to intercept the Lancastrians. 

Richmond sails from Harfleur, Aug. 1 , and lands at 
Milford Haven, Aug. 7. 

Bichard repairs to Nottingham, as a central station, 
where he orders his friends to join him. 

Richmond advances through Wales into Staflbrdshire, 
IS joined by Sir George Talbot and others, and comes to 
an understanding with Lord Stanley'. 

The castle of Dunbar recovered by the Scots. 

Richard, on the news of Richmond's approach, repairs 
to Leicester. He leaves it, Aug. 21, and encamps near 
Bosworth. 

The battle of Bosworth, Aug. 22, in which Richard, 
betrayed by Lord Stanley and the earl of Northumber- 
land", is defeated and killed. His body is brought into 
iicicester, and buried in the Grey Friars monastery, 
Aug. 25. 

J It had been for some time widerstood that he was to marry the 
P^^.lum8elf ; which he afterwards did. 

Jii on ® received lai^ grants " for services against the rebels," 
aW?^ "^d July 1. On the triumph of the Lancastrians, he went 



g/ ^^^nley held the office of constable, and with his son, Lord 
^^^,> had obtained valuable grants for "services against the 

lilro B*^ ?^ warden of the marches and lord chamberlain, and, 
«e Stanley, had received a share of the forfeited estates. 
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» HEN Heniy of Richmond had enc- 
ceeded in poBseasiog; himself of the 
m, he found no difficulty 
in procuring from Wales a duly au- 
thenticated pedigree, in which hla descent from Carac- 
tacuB and consequent right to the Britiah sceptre wa:) 
clearly shevra*. English writers, however, are content to 
discover the first noted person of his family in a Wtlsh 
B<)uire, named Owen Tudor (Tedder, or Theodore), whose 
handsome person procured him the alliance of Katherine 
of France, the relict of Henry V. ; he lost his life !n the 
Lancattrian cause, hut his grandson became a king. 

The Tndors ruled for nearly one hundred and twenty 
years (a.i). 1485—1603) ; changes of the most im- 
portant nature were effected in their time, and mainly 
by the sovereigns themselves. Henry VU. gave its 
death-blow to the feudal system, and began to rear 
D ID Powell's " Uistor; ot 
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something like our present state of society in its stead* ; 
the iron hand of Henry VIII. broke up monastic esta- 
blishments, and by destroying the dependence of the 
Church of England on that of Rome, gave opportunity 
fer the purification of the former from stains contracted 
by its long connexion with a Church ** which hath erred, 
not only in living and manner of ceremonies, but also in 
matters of faith." These reformatory measures were car- 
ried on by the advisers of his son ; and, though some- 
what retarded by his daughter Mary, received their full 
and happy accomplishment from the hands of the last of 
her race, the famous Queen Elizabeth. 

Though fierce political and religious dissensions dis- 
turbed the Tudor era, the nation made great advances 
in commerce and navigation ; voyages to India were un- 
dertaken, and vigorous efibrts made to share the riches 
of the New World. The mode of government, how- 
ever, if less openly tyrannical, was more systematically 
oppressive than heretofore ^ ; but the patronage shewn, 
especially under Elizabeth, to literature, has enriched the 
period with names which can never die. 

The badges of the Tudors are less various than those 

^ The nobility had been greatly reduced in number by the civil 
war, and most of those who survived were in a state of poverty ; 
Henry VII., professedly to relieve them, allowed them to dispose of 
their lands, free from the burdens of feudalism ; much of the soil of 
the country thus came into the possession of merchants and traders, 
and a middle class sprang up, into whose hands the real power of 
the State has been gpradually drawn ; a change the importance of 
wWch it is impossible to over- estimate. 

• The Tudors were such absolute rulers, and their parliaments and 
their judges so subservient, that new laws were made and old ones 
interpreted without regard to anything except meeting the wishes of 
the sovereign Hence the forms of law were strictly observed in 
iimomerable cases where every principle of justice was disregarded. 
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of their predecessors. Those of the house consist of 
the red and the white rose united in various ways ; the 
portculHs, the badge of the Beauforts ; and the fleur-de- 
lis, for their nominal realm of France : the white grey- 
hound, the sun in splendour, and the thomless rose 
belong to individual rulers* 



HENRY Vir. 

Margarbt, daughter of Jobn Beaufort, (luke of 
Somerset, was born in the year 1441, aod od the death 
of her father became the ward of WilHam de la Pole, 
duke of Suffolk, who endeavoured to unite her to his 
BOn John, (afterwards the husband of Elizabeth of York, 
sister of Edward IV.) ; but in 1455 she married Edmund 
Tudor, earl of Richmond, (son of Owen Tudor and 
Katberine of Praace,) who died in the following year, 
leaving her and her infant son Henry to the care 
of bis brother Jasper, earl of Pembroke ■*. 

This, ber only child, was bom, probably in the castle 
of Pembroke, in the year 1456, and as early as his fifth 

' Tha coOBtess in 1459 married Si Henry SUfford, n Toonger 
son of the duke of Buckingliam, who died in llSl. In 1182 elie mar- 
ried her third husband, ITiomaa. Lord Staolev, and survived antil 
1509, Though □aturally an obiect of euapicion to the Yorkist 
priuoee, ou account of her soD, ^a was able to save herself from 
an; serious consequencas ; her wealth waa great, aad eba tuts left 
in each Uuirersit; uanieraui evidenoes of ber pious ohailty. 
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year he experienced the calamities of the time, heing 
attainted by the first parliament of Edward IV., appa- 
rently in revenge for the active part which his uncle 
Jasper had taken on the Lancastrian side. Jasper was 
a fugitive, and his castle and earldom were granted to 
William Herbert, who coming to take possession found 
there Margaret and her son, and, though in effect their 
keeper, treated them with kindness, and provided for the 
education of the child. Jasper made some unsuccessful 
attempts to recover his stronghold, and Herbert was 
captured and executed by insurgents; but it was not 
until 1470, upon the temporary restoration of Henry 
VI., that the young earl was set at liberty, presented to 
his royal kinsman, and sent to Eton College. His stay 
there was but short ; Edward IV. returned, and Rich- 
mond and his uncle escaping by sea, were driven on the 
poast of Britanny, where they long remained in a position 
between guests and prisoners. As Henry grew to man- 
hood he attracted the more particular attention of both 
friends and enemies. His personal character for ability 
and courage caused him to be recognised, without a 
shadow of hereditary claim, as the head of the Lancas- 
trian exiles, and both Edward IV. and Richard III. 
endeavoured, by bribes to Landois, the minister of the 
duke of Britanny, to get him into their hands. He suc- 
ceeded in foihng their schemes, and at length withdrew 
into France, where he was joined by the earl of Oxford 
(who had escaped from his prison at Hammes), Morton, 
bishop of Ely, and several of the Woodville party. His 
first attempt to invade England (in October, 1483) was 
uusucce^ful, but he renewed it in 1485, and by the one 
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decisive victory of Bosworth (Aug. 22) established him- 
self on the throne ^ 

As this event was soon followed by his marriage with 
Elizabeth of York, Henry's accession i? ordinarily spoken 
of as the result of the support of the Yorkists, and a 
compromise of the claims of the two bouses ; but such 
was not his own view of it^ Before the marriage he 
procured the settlement of the crown on himself and 
his heirs only ; and in his will he speaks of " the crown 
which it pleased God to give us, with the victory of our 
enemy in our first field." 

Henry had been bred in adversity, but he had not 
learnt mercy. He entertained a deep hatred of the 
House of Tork, and laboured, but too successfully, 
to depress all its members and adherents. Insurrections 
were the consequence ; he succeeded in suppressing 
them all, and, though not wanting in courage, was in- 
debted far less to arms than to pohcy for the tranquillity 
which attended his later years. He more than once 
declared war against France and against Scotland, but 
never proceeded to hostilities, and b indeed generally 
suspected of fomenting the misunderstandings which 
arose as pretexts for subsidies, which he applied to his 
own purposes. The acquisition of treasure seems to 
have been his ruh'ng passion, and he found ready instru- 
ments in two lawyers (Richard £)mpson and Edmund 

* He, as well as many of his adherents, had heen long under 
attainder ; the judges, however, prudently declared that his success 
ptirged that defiact in him, and the parliament which shortly after 
Msemhled relieved the rest from tiieir disabilities. 

* He held language to his first parliament, which implies that his 
victory was his reid title to the crown ; but he <diose to put that 
victory as Qod's testimony to " his just hereditary title,*' 



114 THE TTTB0B3. 



Dudleys) who so dexterously perverted existing laws or 
revived obsolete ones, for the purposes of extortion, that 
the most innocent were obliged to pay enormous fines for 
imaginary offences to avoid utter ruin. Having lost his 
queen and eldest son, Henry engaged in various schemes 
for a new marriage, but the negotiations were delayed 
by his wish to obtain a rich portion ; in the midst of his 
projects he was surprised by illness, when he turned his 
thoughts to works of piety and charity, founded monas- 
teries and released debtors, and at length died at Rich- 
mond, April 21, 1509, and was buried in the sump- 
tuous chapel at Westminster which bears his name^. 
May 10. 

By his wife, Elizabeth of York, (who was bom in 
1465 or 1466, and died Feb. 11, 1503,) he had three 
sons and four daughters : — 

1. Arthur, born at Winchester, Sept. 20, 1486, 
married Katherine of Arragon, Nov. 14, 1501, and 
dying April 2, 1502, was buried in Worcester Cathe« 
dral, April 27. 

2. Henry, became king. 

3. 4, 5. Edmund, Elizabeth, and Katherine, died 
young. 

6. Margaret, bom Nov. 29, 1489, was married succes* 
sively to James IV. of Scotland ; to Archibald Douglas, 
earl of Angus ; and to Henry Stuart, Lord Methven, 

s Empson was the son of a sieve-maker, but Dudley was a gen- 
tleman, of the family of Lord Dudlej of Sutton. He had a grant of 
the wardship of Elizabeth, daughter of Grey, Lord Lisle, and mar- 
ried her, whence his son in aner years obtained the tities of Lord 
Lic^e and earl of Warwick. 

** His tomb was commenced at Windsor in 1501 or eai'lier^ but it 
was remored to Westminster in 1503. 



She wu the gruid mother of both Mary, queen of Soots, 
and her huebaud Damlej, and after a life of considerable 
vicifutude, died at Methven, near Perth, in 1541. 

7, Mary, bom in 1498, married first Lome XII. of 
France, and afterwards Charles Brandon, created duke 
of Suffolk ; Lady Jane Grey was her grand-daughter 
by this latter marriage. She died June 25, 1533. 

The rojal arms and motto remained unchanged, but 
for supporters Henry VII. employed a red dragon and 
a white greyhound, sometimes the former being the dez- 
ter supporter, and Bometimes the latter'. For badges 
he used the hawthorn bueh royally crownedJ, and the 
white greyhound courant; he also employed the red dra- 
gon and the dun cow as badges, as he claimed descent 
from Cadwallader and Guy of Warwick, 



Henry a conduct throughout his reign was unworthy 
of the station to which his enterprise and abilities had 

I In ODS instAuce (the Kshc^'a palace, Eister) the mipportan ore 
both gTByhound*. 

' In oommemoratioo, it w uid, of King lUdiard'a crown laving 
bMo ftnind in a buBb on the Md of battle. 



116 THE TUBojtS. 



raised him. No consideration of justice or mercy pre- 
vailed in his dealings with the adherents of the House of 
York^; he devoted his whole soul to the acquisition, 
even hy the vilest means, of treasore, which he guarded 
with all the jealousy of a miser under his own lock and 
key, though he lavishly disbursed it for the preparation 
of a pompous burial-place^ ; he sacrificed those who in 
early life had rendered him the most important ser^ 
vices ; he had no friends, no confidants, but was his own 
minister, and all his transactions with foreign powers 
betray his dark, designing, treacherous and ungratefid 
character. 



A.D. 1435. Henry, earl of Bichmond, is proclaimed 
king by his partisans on the field of battle, Aug. 22 ^ 

He enters London, August 27, and Is crowned Oc« 
tober 30. 

J His treatment of the sisters of liis wife seems a proof of his 
settled purpose to depress their house, as they were all married 
much beneath their rank. Some modem writers have asserted that 
he shewed kindness and liberality to his queen, but the following 
among other entries in his PriTy Purse Accounts are opposed to 
such a view : — 

** 1197, Feb. 1. Deliyered to the queen's grace to pay her debts, 
which Utobe rafoid, £2,000. 

"1502, April 29. To the queen's grace In loan tmon certam plate, 
£600." 

From another entry after her death (dated May 2, 1503), it would 
seem that the queen also obtained money from other parties, as a 
sum is noted as paid to redeem her pledges. 

>> He also expended a portion on the restoration of the palaces at 
Bichmond and Qroenwicn, and he founded a few Franciscan con- 
vents ; yet these disbursements very little affected his hoard, and he 
died, the richest prince in Christendom. 

' His regnal years are ordinarily computed from this day, but some 
of the statutes of his first parliament (those of attainder and resump- 
tion,) date his reign from August 21, the day before the battleu 
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The young earl of Warwick™ is brought from York- 
shire, and confined in the Tower. 

A parliament meets Nov. 7 ; the crown is settled on 
Henry and his heirs, " and none other," [I Hen. VII. c. 
1,]° the attainders of the Lancastrians are reversed, and 
the duke of Norfolk, Lord Lovel, and other partisans of 
Richard III. attainted. 

Wines from Gascony forbidden to be imported ex- 
cept in English, Irish, or Welsh vessels, [1 Hen. YLL 
c. 80], 

A general pardon granted of all offences committed by 
Henry's adherents against those of Richard, [c. 6]. 

Beside these proceedings in parliament, Henry took 
several steps on his own sole authority. He revoked all 
crown grants made since the 34th of Henry VI. (1454- 
5), which placed the possessions of the Yorkists espe- 
cially at his mercy ; and having procured the attainder 
of the richest of Richard's friends, he granted a pardon 
to tHe rest. Many of them, however, distrusted him, and 
either remained in sanctuary or quitted England. 

A.D. 1486. Henry marries Elizabeth of York, Jan. 
IB ; she is not crowned until near the end of the next 
year. 

" The son of the duke of Clarence, since whose death (in 1478) he 
aad been kept in a kind of honourable custody at the castle of 
Sheriff Button. 

" The statute against Edward's queen was also repealed, but it 
does not appear that her dower lands were restored. 

• In 1489 another statute was enacted [4 Hen. VII. c. 10], which 
prohibited the bringing of wine and woad in alien ships, or the em- 
ployment of such ships by native merchants while native ships were 
to be had, thus establishhig the principle of the Navigation Acts, 
80 long regarded as the mainstay of British commerce, but now 
abrogated. 
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Lord Lovel and Humphrey and Thomas Stafford p 
rise in arms, but are soon forsaken by their followers. 
Loyel escapes to Flanders, Humphrey Stafford is exe- 
cuted, and Thomas pardoned. 

Though this rising was easily crushed, Henry's rule 
was still insecure ; this was especially the case in Ireland, 
where the House of York had been long exceedingly 
popular, and where all the chief officers were still its de- 
voted partisans. The Butlers, who had taken the Lan- 
castrian side in the former contests, had been driven out, 
and ever since the accession of Edward IV. the earls of 
Kildare had been the real rulers of the country. Grerald 
Fitzgerald, the ninth earl, had procured the passing of a 
statute in 1484, which confirmed himself in the deputy- 
ship for life, and made the like provision as to other 
great offices, which were all held by his brethren or kins- 
men. Henry did not venture to repeal this act, but 
allowed Gerald to remain as deputy, when he gave the 
lieutenantship to his own uncle, Jasper, earl of Pembroke 
and duke of Bedford. This circumstance induced the 
Yorkists to make a desperate effort at the conquest of 
England, well known as the rising of Lambert Simnel, 
whose ready reception by Kildare and the Irish council can 
only be accounted for by supposing them to have been 
privy to the scheme from the beginning. It failed, but 
the power of the Fitzgeralds was little affected thereby, 
and the Earl of Kildare died possessed of the office of lord 

p The Staffords were cousins of the duke of Buckingham. Love^ 
was the son of an attainted Lancastrian, but had attached himself 
to the duke of Gloucester ; he served with him in Scotland, and 
when his patron became king, received many valuable grants and 
high offices. See p. 98, note. 
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deputy, which was also held by his son, Gerald^ whose 
tragic story belongs to the next reign. 

The court of Starchamber established, [3 Hen VII. 
c. H]. 

Taking away of women against their will declared 
felony, [c. 2]. 

A three years* truce concluded with Scotland, July 3. 
A.D. 1487. Lambert Simnel'^ personates £dward, 
earl of Warwick; is favourably received in Ireland, 
and crowned there as Edward VI., May 2. 

Henry sends the queen-mother to the nunnery of 
Bermondsey, and her son Thomas, marquis of Dorset, to 
the Tower, and exhibits the earl of Warwick to the 
public. 

Margaret, duchess of Burgundy, furnishes the earl 
of Lincoln and Lord Lovel with troops to support 
Simnel. 

Simnel and his forces land in Lancashire, June 4 ; 
Henry advances against them, defeats them at Stoke, 

^ The establishment of^his court was a violation of Magna Charta 
(see vol.i. p. 289), but Henry only reduced to a system what former 
kings had done irr^ularly and occasionally ; the king's council 
having from time immemorial dealt with both civil and criminal 
causes, unfettered by the rules of law. The court was to be com- 
posed of the lord chancellor, the lord treasurer, the keeper of the 
privy seal, a bishop, a lord of the council, and the two chief 
justices ; their power embraced the punishment of " murders, 
robberies, perjuries and unsureties of all men living," in as full 
manner as if tbte offenders had been ''convict after the due order of 
the law." 

' He was a handsome, intelligent youth of about twelve years of 
age, and had been tutored for his part by Richard Simon, a, young 
priest of Oxford, who accompanied him to Ireland. The earl of Lin- 
coln, (John de la Pole, nephew of Richard III ) in whose favour the 
plan is supposed to have been devised, left Henry's court, where he 
had hitherto resided, and went to Flanders ; his aunt, the duchess 
of Burgundy, furnished him with men, which he soon after led into 
Ireland to Sinmel. 
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near Newark, June 16 5 the earl of Lincoln, and most of 
their leaders, are killed, Simnel and his tutor, Richard 
Simon, a priest, are taken " ; vast sums are raised by 
exactions from persons supposed to have favoured the 
rising*. 

Henry receives a subsidy for a war against France, in 
behalf of the duke of Britanny^. 

Henry proposes intermarriages of their families to the 
king of Scotland, who insists first on the restoration 
of Berwick. 

The queen crowned, •Nov. 25 ; her half-brother, the 
marquis of Dorset, is shortly after set at liberty, but her 
mother is still imprisoned ^. 

A.D. 1488. The people in the north resist the pay- 
ment of the subsidv, and kill the earl of Northum- 
berland^, who endeavours to enforce it. Sir John £gre- 

* Simon was imprisoned for the rest of his life ; Simnel was made 
a scullion, and afterwards a falconer, in Henry's household ; Lord 
Bacon assigns a motive of superstition for Henry's apparent de^ 
mency. Lord Level is beEevea to have escaped from the field, and 
to have lived for a while in concealment at Minster Level, Oxford* 
shire, but at length to have been starved to death through the n^- 
lect or treachery of an attendant. 

* Robert StUHngtou, bishop of Bath and Wells, was imprisoned 
until his death (May, 1491) on this charge. He had been chancellor in 
the time of £dward IV., and was personally -obnoxious to Henry, as 
he had been employed in endeavours to induce the duke of Britsmny 
to give up the Lancastrian refugees ; he was also understood to 
have celebrated Edward's marriage with Lady EUeanor Butler. 
Henry prevented any examination of this matter in his first par- 
liament, by declaring that he pardoned the false statement that the 
bishop had made. 

" Francis II., to whom he was indebted for his life ; yet he aban- 
doned him to the French long, and ruined his daughter Anne by the 
expense of bodies of troops who were sent into her states, but not 
allowed to fight for her. 

* She died in the nunnery at Bermondsey, June 8, 1492, and was 
buried at Windsor. 

* Henry Percy, who deserted Richard UI. at Bosworth. 
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mont heads them, but they are dispersed by the earl of 
Surrey *. 

The earl of Angus and other partisans of the duke 
of Albany 7 conspire against James III. and get his 
eldest son into their hands ; a pacification is concluded 
at Blackness, Fifeshire, in May. 

The king endeavours to gain the castle of Stirling, 
when he is attacked by the insurgents, near Bannock- 
bum, and defeated, June 11 ; he is slain in his flight, 
and is succeeded by his son (James IV.)> 

Henry makes a truce with France, and keeps the sub- 
sidy which had been voted for the war '. 

A.n. 1489. Henry sends troops to Britanny, but 
by secret agreement with the French, they remain in- 
active. 

The earl of Lennox and Lord Forbes attempt to 
avenge the death of James III., but are surprised and 
defeated. 

Butchers forbidden to slaughter cattle within the walls 
of any city, [4 Hen. VII. c. 3], 

The benefit of clergy restrained [c. 13*]. 

The conservancy of the Thames from Staines to Yenlade 
assured to the city of London, [c. 15]. 

* Thomas Howard, the son of John, duke of Norfolk, killed at 
Bosworth, and himseJf but lately released from the Tower. Egre- 
mont escaped to Flanders, but «John Chambres^ his lieutenant, and 
many more, were taken and hanged. 

7 See pp. 87, 89. 

■ The duke of Britanny, however, made a dee^erate effort to drive 
out the French, but was defeated at St. Aubin, July 28, where Lord 
Rivers (unde to the queen) and some English auxiliaries which he 
had raised were slain. 

* It was only to be pleaded once by those who were not in orders ; 
and murderers and felons were to be branded on the lefb thumb in 
open court. 
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A.D. 1490. Henry makes treaties with various 
states, professedly for the defence of Britanny. 

A.D. 1491. Lord Bothwell (John Ramsay) and Sir 
Thomas Todd propose to seize the king of Scotland and 
his hrother, and deliver them to Henry ; hut are unahle 
to effect their purpose *. 

Soldiers deserting declared felons without benefit of 
clergy [7 Hen. VII. c. 1], 

True standard weights and measures of brass ordered 
to be sent by the king's treasurer to every city and 
borough, [c. 3]. 

All Scots not naturalized ordered to quit the realm, 
within forty days^ [c. 6]. 

The attainder of Thomas, earl of Surrey, reversed^ 
[c. 16]. 

Sir Robert Chamberleyn, John Hayes, and Richard 
White attainted by parliament, without trial, on charges 
of treasonable correspondence with the king of France, 
[cc. 22, 23], 

A five years' truce concluded with Scotland, Dec. 
26. 

A.D. 1492. Henry raises money by way of "bene- 
volence," and receives also supplies from the parlia- 
ment. 

A young man lands in Ireland, calling himself 

• They had been greatly favoured by the late king, but were now 
exiles in England ; the title of earl of Bothwell was bestowed on 
Patrick Hepburn. 

i> They were to be sought for by the constables and passed from 
hundred to hundred to Scotland, ''in like manner as abiured men 
ace conveyed from sanctuary to the port of embarkation.' 

^ He had restoration of a portion only of his estates, those received 
from Richard III. being expressly excluded. 
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Richard*, duke of York, son of Edward IV. He is 
joined by John Water, the late mayor of Cork, and 
some others, and is shortly after invited to France 
by Charles VIII., where Sir George Neville and many 
English gentlemen repair to him. 

Henry passes over to France, Oct. 2 ; besieges Bou- 
logne for a few days ; negotiates for a peace, and con- 
cludes a treaty ®, and returns to £ngland by the middle 
of November. 

A.D. 1493. Henry meanwhile publishes an account 
of the death of Eichard, duke of York, and his brother 
Edward V. in the Tower, but dismisses the alleged 
murderers without punishment'. He also professes to 
discover that his rival is an impostor, and makes treaties 
with the kings of France and Scotland, by which they 
agree not to give shelter or assistance to any of his ene- 
mies. 

Richard is in consequence obliged to retire from 
France ; he repairs to Flanders, where Margaret, duchess 
of Burgundy, receives hina with joy. 

A.D. 1494. The Yorkists in England send over to 
Flanders, and from the reports they receive, are satisfied 
that Richard is not an impostors^. 

* Historians in general style him Perkin Warbeck, but this name 
assumes what has never yet been proved, namely, that he was an 
impostor. The name Richard only is here employed, which does 
not prejudge the question, as either Perkin Warbeck or Richard of 
York would do. See Notes and Illustrations. 

* Beside the public treaty, which provided for peace and strict 
alliance, there was a private agreement for payment of the annuity 
promised to Edward IV. See p . 87. 

' Their names were Dighton and Forrest. Several years after it 
was alleged that they had been employed by Sir James Tyrell. 

* Their agent was Sir Robert Clifford, son of the Lord CUfford who 
killed the young earl of Rutland at Wakefield. If not from the first 
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Lord Fitzwalter (John Ratcliff), Sir Simon Montfort» 
and several others, are seized, condemned, and executed \ 

The truce with Scotland extended to April 30, 1501. 

Sir Edward Poynings is appointed deputy of Ireland, 
Sept. ^3. He passes a well-known statute, called Poy- 
nings* Law, by which all legislation in the Irish par- 
liament is confined to matters first approved of by the 
kiag and council in England. 

A.D. 1495. ClifiPord returns to England in January ; 
he charges Sir William Stanley, the lord chamberlain, 
with treasons who is condemned, and executed, Feb. 16. 

Richard collects troops for an invasion of England ; 
a party which lands on Deal beach, July 3, is cut off by 
the people of Sandwich J, and he returns to Flanders. 

Ships fitted out, and men raised to guard against 
other attempts, July. 

A.D. 1496. Henry concludes a commercial treaty with 
Philip, duke of Burgundy, Feb. 24^, which also provides 

an emissary of Heniy, whloh seems probable, he soon became so, and 
betrayed to him the names of those with whom he had corresponded. 
He appears, from the Privy Purse Expenses of Henry VII., to have 
received a rewfurd of £500, Jan. 20, 1495. 

>> Many pardons were, however, granted to Richard's adherents in 
Ireland, as to Walter Fitz Symonds, archbishop of Dublin, Aug. 8, 
1494 ; to Maurice, earl of Desmond, Dec. 12, 1494 ; and a general 
pardon (from which Lord Barry and John Water, late mayor of 
Cork, were excepted) Aug. 26, 1496. 

* He had been justice of North Wales under Richard III., and 
was the brother of Lord Stanley, who had married Henry's mother ; 
the charge against him was, that he had said, that if he were sure 
that young man were King Edward's son, he would not bear arms 
against him ; a declaration obnoxious to Henry, but very little like 
treason as usually understood. 

J Many fell in the fight, and all the prisoners (169 in number) 
being brought to London, "railed in ropes like horses drawing in a 
cart,'* says Hall, were hanged by Henrys order. 

^ The duke's ambassadors received gifts, or perhaps bribes, of 
from £20 to £60 each, as appears by the Privy Purse Expenses. 
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for Richard's expulsion fron Flanders. He repairs to Ire* 
land, but meeting with few partisans, goes to Scotland, 
where James lY. receives him as King Richard lY.^ 

Jesus College, Cambridge, founded by John Alcock, 
bishop of Ely™. 

James and Richard advance into England with a large 
army in October. Few join them, when the Scots ravage 
the country, and return by the end of the year. 

A.D. 1497. The parliament meets at Westminster, 
Jan. 16, when a subsidy is granted for a war with Scotland. 
The people of Cornwall resist the collection of the tax, 
and march towards London ; they are defeated at Black- 
heath, June 22, and their leaders executed °. 

Tynedale annexed to Northumberland, [11 Hen. YII. 
c. 9,] the reason given being that the inhabitants abused 
their franchises, and, in company with the Scots, " the 
ancient enemy of the realm," daily and nightly committed 
great and heinous treasons,' robberies and murders. 

^ James afforded a strong proof of his belief in Richard's kingly 
character by ^ving him in marriage a kinswoman of his own, the 
Lady Katherme Gordon. After Richard's defeat she was kept 
awhile in Henry's court, and at length married a Welsh knight, Sir 
Matthew Cradock, who raised a stately tomb, still existing, for her 
and himself, in the church of St. Mary, at Swansea. She, however, 
survived the knight, married a third, and a fourth husband, and by 
this last, Christopher Ashton, of Fyfield, Berkshire, was buried in 
the church of that parish, in October or November, 1537 ; her hand* 
some tomb still remains there. 

■" It had been formerly tiie nunnery of St. Rad^und, founded by 
Malcolm IV. of Scotland. 

■ These were Thomas, lord Audley, a man of broken fortune, 
Michael Joseph, a blacksmith, and Thomas Flammock, a lawyer 
who had assured them that the barons of the north were bound by 
the tenure of their estates to defend the realm against the Scots at 
their sole expense. Audley was beheaded on Tower- hiU in October 
in a coat of his own arms reversed and torn ; the others were hanged 
at Tyburn. 
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Benjevolences unpaid made recoverable by imprison- 
ment, [c. 10]. 

Suing in formd pauperis admitted®, [c. 11]. 

Taking game, or eggs of hawks or swans, on the 
estate of another, (said to be much practised by " per- 
sons having little substance to live upon,") made punish- 
able by fine and imprisonment, [c. 17]. 

The wages of labourers and artificers regulated p, 
[c. 22]. 

Jurors giving untrue verdicts to be fined at the dis- 
cretion of the judges, and rendered infamous, " so that 
they shall never after be of any credence, nor their oath 
accepted in any court," [c. 24]. 

Henry declared entitled to all the property of Richard 
III. [c. 28], and " improvident grants" of Edward IIL 
and Richard II. to Edmund of Langley resumed, [c« 
29]. 

Edmund de la Pole, on the'payment of £5,000, has a 
portion of the estates of his father, John, duke of Suffolk, 
restored, and receives the title of earl of Suffolk, [c. 38]» 

The royal household regulated, [c. 62] ; the expense 
was fixed at £12,059 9s. lid. 

The heirs of several attainted persons restored in 
blood ; among them those of Catesby and Ratcliff. 
- James and Richard again invade England ; they be- 
siege Norham, but retire on the approach of the earl of 
Surrey. 

• The statute directs that writs shall be granted by the chancellor 
and counsel be assigned by the judges without fee or award to per- 
sons not of ability to bear the expenses of thb law, in order that all 
persons may have justice administered to them. 

I* This statute was soon repealed, [ 12 Hen. Y II. c. 3]. 



HENBT VII, 127 



Henry negotiates with James, and Richard is desired 
to quit Scotland; he accordingly repairs to Ireland, 
landing at Cork July 30. 

A trace for seven years concluded with Scotland, 
Sept. 29. 

Richard is invited from Ireland by the people of Devon 
and Cornwall. He accordingly lands at Whitsand (near 
Penzance), Sept. 7 ; is joined by a large body of parti- 
sans, and seizes St. Michael's Mount, where he leaves 
his wife, and marches on Exeter. 

He besieges Exeter in vain for a few days, and then 
pushes forward into Somersetshire. 

Lord Daubeney marches against him with a large 
force ; hearing that Henry is also approaching, he quits 
his partisans near Taunton, and takes sanctuary at Beau- 
lieu, Sept. 21. 

The monastery is surrounded ; Richard surrenders on 
a promise of life ; is brought to Henry at Taunton, Oct, 
5, and then sent prisoner to London. 

Richard does not seem to have been treated as an 
impostor; on the contrary, he was manifestly used as 
a prisoner of rank. Numerous entries regarding him 
appear in Henry/s Privy Purse Accounts ; several sums 
of money are paid for him ; he was, for a time at least, 
allowed a horse, and a riding-gown was bought for him 
(May, 1498); and the bill of "Jasper, Perkin's tailor," 
was discharged from the same fund in February, 1499. 

A.D. 1498. Richard escapes from his keepers, June 
d, and flees towards the sea-coast ; he is traced, and 
takes sanctuary at Sheen (now Richmond); he is in- 
duced to leave the monastery on a promise of life, and 
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is tlten sent to the Tower, under the charge of Sir Simon 

A.D. 1499. Richard and the earl of Warwick are 
tried and executed on a charge of high treason. 

No record of the trial of Richard (who was hanged 
and quartered at Tyburn, Nov. 23',) is known to exist, 
but we learn the charges against both from the indict- 
ment preferred against the earl of Warwick, in the court 
of the Lord High Steward (John, earl of Oxford,) and 
Peers, Nov. 21, and to which he is recorded to have 
pleaded guilty. 

This document states that Thomas Astwode and 
Robert Cleymound had, early in the month of August, 
conspired with the earl, to make him king. Cleymound 
is the chief actor ; he gives the earl a hanger to defend 
himself, and receives in return a cloak and a jacket of 
velvet, and also an image of wood, (which in one place 
the earl is said to have made, in another to have received 
from one Walter Bluet',) which was to induce one Thomas 
Ward, a priest, " to be more well affected to them," al- 
though Cleymound had already consulted Ward as to 
their schemes, and taken his advice as to what sanctuary 
he should choose in case of their failure. 

< Hall and Grafton state that he was also placed in the stocks, 
and rend a confession of his Imposture, but the £Etct is doubtAil. 

' John Water, late mayor of Cork, long one of his partisans, was 
executed with him. 

• Astwode and Bluet were two of the earl's keepers ; they were 
shortly after hanged at Tyburu. Who Cleymound was, or what be- 
came of him, does not appear ; he seems to have been in the con- 
fidence of the governor, as he is represented as going freely from 
one prisoner to another ; and as the indictment states that tiiese 
matters were made kno?m while in progress to the king, it is pro* 
bable that he was a ^y, a vile class largely employed by ELeary, as 
\a evident from his Pmy Parse Aflooimts. 
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Various modes of carrying their purpose into effect 
are attributed to the conspirators. It is first said that 
they proposed to seize the Tower, and defend them- 
selves there ; then; that they intended to seize the royal 
treasure, blow up the magazine in the Tower, and in the 
confasion make their escape beyond sea and abide there ; 
next, that they were to make public proclamation in the 
Tower for adherents to repair to them, to whom they 
would promise I2d, per diem from the said treasure. 

On the same day, however, (Aug. 2,) that these 
schemes in favour of Warwick are said to have been de- 
vised, the same parties are stated to have intended to 
set at liberty " Peter Warbeck, of Tournay," and to 
make him king. Cleymound, with the assent of the 
earl, knocks on the floor and calls out to Peter (who 
was confined beneath), " Perkin, be of good cheer and 
comfort," and promises to bring him a letter which he 
had received for him from Flanders. 

On the following night, "when the earl and Cley- 
mound were both in bed in the Tower," Cleymound 
told the earl that he had spoken with Perkin, who had 
told him *' certain matters which made him very sad/' 
that is, that they ought, " if they could perform the same 
by any subtlety or craft," to get possession of the Tower. 

The next day Cleymound is reported to have said to 
the earl, " My lord, all our purpose which we intended 
to fulfil is made known to the king and his counsel by 
Peter Warbeck, and the said Peter hath accused you 
and me and Thomas Astwode." Yet in spit-e of this, the 
earl makes a hole in the floor of his chamber, " to the 
intent that he miglit converse with him concerning their 

K 



130 THE TUDORS. 



said treason" . . . . " and many subseqaent times spoke 
to the said Peter, adhering to and comforting him, say- 
ing * How goes it with you ? be of good cheer.' " On 
these charges the earl was beheaded within the Tower, 
November 28, after an imprisonment of upwards of 14 
years '. 

The ridiculously contradictory and incredible nature 
of these accusations all but demonstrate that they were 
mere pretexts to get rid, not of an impostor, but of a 
prince who had already shaken Henry's power, and who 
it was feared might at a future day overturn it, if suf- 
fered to live, 

A.D. 1500. Henry passes over with his queen to 
Calais, in May, and has an interview with the archduke 
Philip ; they return after a stay of nine weeks. He ar- 
ranges for the marriage of his son Arthur with Katha- 
rine of Arragon^, and of his daughter Margaret with 
James IV. of Scotland. 

A.D. 1501. Katherine of Arragon arrives at Ply- 
mouth, October 2, and is married to Prince Arthur, 
November 14. 

A.D. 1502. A treaty of peace is concluded with 
Scotland, Jan. 24, which provides that James shall marry 
tbe Princess Margaret ^. 

Edmund de la Pole, earl of Suffolk ^, retires to Flan- 
ders ; several noblemen and gentlemen accused of cod- 

• Warwick had lived under restraint from his childhood* but it 
does not appear that he was treated as a close prisoner before the 
accession of Henry. 

* The daughter of Ferdinand II. and Isabella of Spain. 

■ Partly in consequence of the youth of the bride, the marriage 
was not solemnized until August 8, 1503. • 

▼ Brother of the earl of lonoidn, killed at Stoke. See p. 120 



HEVRT vn. 131 



federating with him are impritfonedy tnd some exe- 
cuted^. 

Hemy^s eldest son, Arthur, dies, April 2 ; to avoid 
repaying the fortune she had brought, Henry contracts 
his widow to his 8urvi¥ing son Henry, a boy of eleven 
years of age 

A.B. 1505. The pope (Alexander VI.), at the re- 
quest of the king, limits the right of sanctuary ^. 

A.D. 1S04. A parhaiaent meets at Westminster, 
(Jan. 25,) of which Edmund Dudley, the great agent 
of Henry's extortions, is chosen speaker. The earl of 
Soffolk and his adherents are attainted, and their estates 
forfeited, a grant of £40,000 madey, and further sums 
raised by a ** benevolence." 

Corporations forbidden to make ordinances without 
the assent of the chancellor, [19 Hen. VH. c. 7] *. 

The severity of former statutes against beggars and 
vagabonds mitigated, [c. 12]. 

Persons giving or receiving liveries to be prosecuted 
either in the Star-chamber, m the King^s Bench, or be- 
fore the Council, [c. 14], 

The privileges of the merchants of the Hanse con- 
firmed by parliament, [c. 23]. 



* Among them was Sir James Tyrell, popularly considered the 
murderer of the young princes in me Tower ; but the charge was 
not brought forward until a%r his death. 

' Persons who had taken sanctuary and had left it, were not 
^wed to a^ail themselves of it a second time, as had till now been 
^eMactioe. 

' This was instead of the aids due on knighting his eldest son and 
marrying his eldest daughter, (see vol. 1. p. 178). Henry reused to 
^eoeive more than £30,000, being, tm the act says, ** right well pleased 
^h their lovinff offer." 

• See p. 61. 
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The king empowered, on his own authority, to reverse 
acts of attainder *, [c. 28]. 

A.D. 1505. Christ's College, Cambridge, founded 
by Margaret, countess of Richmond. 

A.D. 1506. The archduke Philip, being driven by 
bad weather into Weymouth, Jan. 26, is conducted 
to court, and obliged to agree to a new commercial 
treaty much less favourable than the existing one^ 
for his subjects, and also to deliver up the earl of 
Suffolk ^ 

A.D. 1507. Henry falls ill ; he releases a great num- 
ber of persons confined in the London prisons for small 
debts ; but at the same time allows Elmpson and Dudley, 
•with the assistance of false witnesses (called promoters) 
and corrupt jurors, to plunder the rich, who are either 
ruined by excessive fines for pretended offences, or driven 
to give large sums by way of composition ^. 

A.D. 1508. The Scots carry on a naval war against 



* The reason oygii is, tibat certain petitioners for such reversal 
would otherwise nave a long time to wait, the parliament drawing to 
its close, and ike Idng, "for the ease of his subjects," not inten<ung 
to call another. 

l> See p. 124. 

<: Suffolk was induced to return on the promise that his life 
should be spared; he was at once sent to the Tower, and died 
there. 

^ The lord mayors and other magistrates of London suffered 
severely from these men : Sir William Capel (mayor in 1503) paid 
in 1495 a fine of £1,000 ; he was now accused of negligence in the 
discharge of his office, and refusing to pay a composition of £2,000, 
was imprisoned in the Tower until Henry's death; Sir Thomas 
Knesworth (mayor in 1505) paid £1,400 ; Sir Lawrence Aylmer 
, (mayor in 1499) paid £1,000, and was likewise committed to prison ; 
sheriffs and aldermen also were heavily fined, and one of the latter 
(Christopher Hawes) Stow says "was so long vexed by the said 
promoters^ that it shortened his life by thought-taking." 
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the Portuguese, under the conduct of three brothers of 
the name of Barton ^ 

A.o. 1509. Henry dies at Richmond, April 21 ; he 
is buried in the chapel he had built at Westminster, 
May 10. 

w 

« The Portuguese had several years before seized a ship belonging 
to the father of the Bartons, and refusing to restore it, his sons ob- 
tained letters of reprisal, but the contest soon degenerated into 
piracy. 



HENRY VIII. 

Hbnrt, the Bccond aon of Henry VII. and Elizabeth 
of York, was bom at Greenwich. Jane 28, 1491. Id his 
fourth vear he was created duke of York ; on the death 
of his elder brother he became prince of Wales, and he 
had maDv important officy bestowed on him in hia boy- 
hood'. In 1509, on the death of his fether, be became 
kin^. 

The first act of the new king was the popular, but 
unjust one, of condemning Empson and Dudley, the 
agents of bia father's extortions, while he retained the 
fruits of their iniquity ; hii second, the marriage with 
Katherine of Arragon, his brother's widow, from which 
such important consequences afterwards arose. He was 
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Boon engaged in war, was Bsccessful against both France 
and Scotland, and mainly from his vast, though ill- 
gotten treasure, aided by the talents of Wolsey K, esta- 
blished an influence for England on the continent which 

K This able but unprincipled man was bom at Ipswich in 1471* 
his father being perhaps, as is oommonly assertod, a botcher, but 
evidently wealthy. He was educated at Magdalen CoII^^e, Oxford, 
and found patrons in Thomas, marquis of Dorset, and Dean, arch- 
bishop of C^terbnry, whose chaplain he became. He also served 
as chaplain to Sir John Nanfan, the treasurer of Calais, and shewed 
so much aptitude for secular business, that he was by him recom- 
mended to Henry VII., who employed him in embassies. 

On the accession of Henry YIII. Wolsey continued at court, ac- 
companied the king to France, received high promotion in the 
Church, (he held at different times the sees of Toumay, Lincoln, 
Winchester, and York, and the dignity of cardinal and papal legate,) 
and for several years appeared to dispose of the afl^rs of Europe 
almost at his pleasure, although he once fell into disgrace through 
the failure of an attempt to raise money independently of the par- 
liament, and had to surrender his newly-built palace of Hampton 
Court to make his peace. He induced the king alternately to league 
with and to make war on the emperor and the king of France, his 
great object being to secure the papacy for himself. His schemes, 
however, were foiled, and his temporizing conduct with regard to 
the king's divorce at last produced his own ruin. 

Though he had received the royal permission to do so, Wolsey was, 
in 1529, accused of an offence against the statutes of Praemunire for 
acting as papal legate, was stripped of most of his vast possessions, 
and sent to reside on his diocese of York. He now began to devote 
himself to those duties of a Christian bishop which he had before 
neglected, but was soon apprehended on a chaige of treason, and 
died at Leicester on his way as a prisoner to London, Nov. 29, 1530. 
Wolsey had always patronized learning, and had bestowed large 
estates (some of them obtained, however, by the suppression of 
small monasteries) on a college at Oxford, which he called Cardinal's 
College ; the estates, through the neglect of certain legal formalities, 
fell into the hands of the Crown, but they were re-granted a few 
years after, when the college of Christ Church, Oxford, was founded 
by Henry VIII. ; not, however, on the magnificent scale which the 
cardinal had intended, as his foundation was for a dean and a sub- 
dean, 100 canons, 13 chaplains, 10 professors and tutors, beside 
singing men and choristers, and other officers^ making in the whole 
186 psrsons. 
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has never since been lost, thotig:li it has suffered occa- 
sional diminution from various temporary causes. He 
several times crossed the sea, sometimes for pomp and 
negotiations only, but at others for actual warfare, and 
he retained until his death his conquest of Boulogne. 

Henry's government at home does not present so 
favourable a picture. His scruples, whether real or af- 
fected, about his marriage, brought him into collision 
with the pope, and his unperious temper led him to en- 
deavour to destroy the power which thwarted his views. 
Hence many of the violent and cruel measures which 
disgraced his reign. His quarrel really was, not with 
the doctrines, but with the supremacy of the pope and 
the riches of the monastic orders ; he burnt as heretics 
those who disbelieved transubstantiation, and he hanged 
as traitors those who refused to allow his new title of 
Head of the Church. Among these the monastics 
were conspicuous, and partly from anger, but probably 
much more from covetousness, he threw down the esta- 
blishments which his predecessors from time imme- 
morial had endowed, and turned monks and nuns out to 
starve^. The suppression of the monasteries was doubt- 
less necessary to the purification of the Church, and 
if such purification had been Henry's real object, his 
proceedings in the matter might be justified as a whole ; 
but no such defence can be offered for the jealous 
tyranny of which Buckingham, Fisher, More \ the kin- 

^ Pensions, it is true, were granted, but they were iU paid, and 
thousands of monastics became beggars, against whom acts per- 
haps the most atrocious in any Statute-book were passed in the 
next reign, [1 Edw. VI. c. 3]. See p. 208. 

< The cruel &te of these two enunent men affixes a blot on the 
personal character of Henry which nothing can remove. He had 
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dred of Cardinal Pole and so many others, were the 
victims. Even in matters which did not helong to the 
great political or religious questions of his reign, his 
government was harsh, and numerous severe laws were 

acknowledged them as his intimate fHenda, but as in their oonscienoes 
they could not approve of his proceedings in the matter of the di- 
vorce, he suffered l^em to be brought to the block by the inquisitorial 
diligence of Rich, tiie attorney-general 

John Fisher, bishop of Rochester, and a Roman cardinal, was bom 
in 1459, at Beverley, and was educated at Miohael^house, Cambridge. 
He became confessor to Margaret, countess of Richmond, and was 
greatly instrumental in carrymg out her pious intentions in the Uni- 
versities. In 1504 he became bishop of Rochester, but continued his 
care of the University of Cambridge, of which he was the first chan- 
cellor chosen for life. He greatly pleased Henry by taking up his 
pen against Luther, but entirely lost his fitvour by maint.aining with 
firmness the cause of Katherine of Arragon. His affection for that 
onfortunate queen induced him to listen to the declarations of the 
Maid of Kent, and he was in consequence attainted, sentenced to be 
iniprisoned for life in the Tower, and was treated with extreme hard- 
Bhip. After a time his death was determined on, and being en- 
trapped into a declaration that the king, as a layman, could not with 
ft good conscience style himself Head of the Church, he was tried, con- 
demned, and beheaded, at the a^ of 76, July 22, 1535. 

Thomas More was the son of Sir John lA ore, a judge, and was bom 
in I/>ndon in 1480. He was brought up in the houswold of Cardinal 
Korton, studied at Oxford, and obtained an important le^ post in 
the city of London. He cultivated literature, and being introduced 
at court about 1521, he soon became a fitvourite with the kinff, whom 
ne assisted in the composition of his work against Luther. More was 
made speaker of the House of Conomons, and chanodlor of the 
dnchy of Lancaster, sent on an embassy to France, and at lenffth 
SQcoeeded Wolsey as chancellor. This last lugh office he resigned in 
^^» tts he disapproved of the king's marriage with Anne Boleyn. 
More was looked on vnth suspicion by Wriothesley and others, and 
''^^'ftssed witii fiilse charges of treasonable correspondence ; these 
^Qire abandoned, Init the oath of supremacy being offered to him, 
he refused to take it, and for this he was condemned and executed 
in the year 1535, preserving in his last moments the serenity and 
che^iulness which had ever distinguished him. More was a most 
^nuable character in every domestic relation ; he conscientiously 
opposed tile opinions of the Reformers, and laboured to suppress their 
^'^'uusjation of the Bible, yet he solemnly denied a chai^ of^cruel per- 
^^tion which they uived against him, and the whole tenor of , his 
nie leads us to hope that it is greatiy exaggerated, if not wholly 
^true. 
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enacted, and rigorously executed*; he ruled more ab- 
Bolately than any English king had done before him ; 
and such was the servility of his parliaments that they 
allowed his proclamations to have the force of lavrs; 
granted him, by the plunder of the Church, an amount 
of wealth which no former king had possessed ; twice 
cancelled his debts ; enforced all his changing opinions 
by the penalties of treason ; and lastly, enabled him to 
dispose of the succession to the throne at his uncon-' 
trolled will and pleasure. 

The last year of Henry's life was marked by the fall 
of the duke of Norfolk^, who had long been a main 

k The ofaronioler Holfingshead s&ys that 72^000 persons were eze- 
ccited in the course of his reign ; a numbw not incredible^ when ik 
is considered that numerous new treasons and felonies were created 
by almost every parliament, and that q)aring life when conTioted 
was seldom thou^t ot 

* Thomas Howard, bom in 1478, was the son of the earl of Surrey, 
who gained the victory of Flodden ; he was 
presoit there, and distinguished himself on 
many other occasions in Scotland, France, 
and Ireland. He was considered the head of 
the Romish party in England, procured the 
passing of the Act of tlM Six Articles, and 
otherwise greatly hindered the Reformation. 
At last, after many yeara of high &vour, he 
fell into disgrace with Henry VIII., who seems 
to have suspected him and his son of aspiring 
to the crown, was attainted, and ordered for 
execution, but the king dying at that very Ania of Howani. dnk« of 
period, the new govermnent contented them- »«*>». 

Sieves witii keeping him a prisoner during the wh<^e of the rdgn of 
Edward VI. He was released by Mary, and his attainder set aside, 
but he took tittle farther part in public afiairs beyond pi'esiding at 
the tnaX of the duke of Northumberland ; he died July 18, 1554. He 
married, fint, the princess Anne, daughter of Edward IV. ; and, 
secondly, Elizabeth, daughter of the duke of Buckingham. 

Henry, earl of Surrey, one of our early poets, was the son of the 
duke, and was bom in 1516; he was the companion and brother-in- 
law of the duke of Riohmond, the king's natural son ; travelled 
abroad^ and distinguished himself in arms, in Scotland and France ; 
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supporter of the Romish doctrines : Se3rmoar, Cramner, 
and others of the reformers, were appointed by his will 
the guardians of his son, and the kmg died shortly after, 
Jan. 28, 1547. He was buried at Windsor. Feb. 16, 
according to the Roman ritual, and a very gorgeous 
tomb was commenced to his memory ; but it was never 
completed, and was at length plundered, and after- 
wards destroyed during the civil war in the time of 
Charles I. 

Henry contracted the unexampled number of six 
marriages, all except the last unhappy in their results. 
His first union, with his sister-in-law, Katherine of 
Arragon, though clearly unlawful in its nature, was 
sanctioned by the authority of the pope, and afforded 
him, from the virtues of his partner, the only calm and 
peaceful years that he enjoyed in the married state. 
Scruples as to its legality at length arose, which were 
converted into certainty by the attractions of Anne 
Boleyn, an attendant of Katherine, who became queen 
only to find a dishonoured grave a few months after the 
death of her injured mistress. Henry next married 
Jane Seymour, who shortly died in child-bed ; a political 
union was then entered into with Anne of Cleves, and 
shortly after unceremoniously dissolved, its chief result 
being the ruin of its contriver, Thomas Cromwell. His 
fifth marriage was with Katherine Howard, who in less 

^« was for awhile governor of Boulogne, but being ignominiously 
removed, he gave vent to his displeasure in words which were ear- 
ned to the king ; he was accused, like his father, of treason, Gon> 
uemned, and executed, Jan. 21, 1647. One of his sons was Thomas, 
^^^ of Norf(A, beheaded in 1572. 
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than two years was brought to the block ; and in 
eighteen months more Henry espoused a widow lady, 
Katherine Parr, who though endangered by her adhe- 
rence to the doctrines of the Reformation, had the for- 
tune to survive him. 

Beside children who died young™, Henry had by 
Katherine of Arragon, Mart ; by Anne Boleyn, Eliza- 
beth ; and by Jane Seymour, Edward, who all became 
sovereigns. 

Henry had also a natural son by Lady Elizabeth Tail- 
boys. He was bom about 1517, was named Henry; 
was created earl of Nottingham, duke of Richmond and 
Somerset, and appointed Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
(Sir William Skeffington being his deputy). He married 
Mary, a daughter of the duke of Norfolk, but died with- 
out issue in his 20th year, July 22, 1536, and was 
buried at Thetford. He is spoken of as graceful and 
accomplished. 

The royal arms continued the same as in the preceding 
reigns, but are generally within the garter and crowned. 
The supporters, however, vary ; the more ordinary are the 
golden lion and red dragon; but the red dragon also 
occurs as the dexter supporter, while for the sinister 
ones, a white bull, a white greyhound, and a white cock 
are mentioned. 

The only known badge of Henry is the white grey- 
hound, courant ; but those of his wives are the pome- 
granate, the pomegranate and rose, and the sheaf of 

"> The number is disputed ; some writers mention two, others 
four. 



HZHBI VIII. 



arrows of Kathernie of ArregoD ; the crowoed falcon 



and eceptre of Anoe Boleyn ; the caetle and phcenis of 
Jane Seymour ; and the maiden's head and rose of 
Katherine Parr. 




As the prominent actor in the final breach betweeo 
England and the Church of Rome, the character of 
Heni7 has ordinaiilj' heen estimated more according to 
the feeling of writers in favour of or against that great 
change, than with a doe regard to other matters. His 
. actions, however, shew that his temper was most im- 
petuous, that be was vain of his learning, jetdous of his 
power, and alternately avaricions and prodigal ; it is also 
evident that these defects were foetered by interested 
advisers, who thus served their own ends, but exhibited 
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their king as a capricioua tyrant, who threw off the yolce 
of Rome only to be as absolute himself. His alliance 
was so sedulously courted by foreign princes that he 
was led to believe himself the arbiter of Europe, yet his 
various allies repeatedly deserted him without ceremony 
whenever they had an opportunitv of making peace with* 
out him, and while they did adhere to him they usually 
managed to make him pay far more than his dae proper- 
tion of the costs of their joint enterprises. 

In his private character, Henry must be regarded 
with abhorrence. A boast is attributed to him that 
"he never spared a woman in his lust, or a man in his 
anger," and his conduct justifies the remark. Those 
who had served him but "too well" (as Wolsey" and 
Cromwell®) were abandoned to destruction when no 

n » Cardinal Wolsey had been an honest man if he had had an 
honest master," was a part of the *• tireasonable discoursea** for which 
Lord Montacute (the brother of B^finald Pole,) was oonvieted said 
executed ; it is, perhaps, a just estimate of WoLsey^s character. His 
correspondence, which is presenred in the State Paper (^ce, shews 
that Henry only took the cardinal's advice when it pleased him ; he 
does not appear to have changed any of his own purposes. 

o Thomas Cromwell, the son of a blacksmith, was bom about 
1490. He was employed in the English &ctory at Antwerp, was 
afterwards engaged in the service of Henry VHI., but at leogth be- 
came a soldier, and was present at the sack of Rome in 152^. He 
soon after returned to England, entered the family of Cardinal 
Wolsey, was much esteem^ by him, and, as the redeeming fea- 
ture in a bad character, had the honesty and courage to adhere to 
him when fidlen. He perhaps thus recommended himself to the 
favour of Henry VIH., who bestowed many lucrative ofSices on him, 
and received in return all the services that a bold, artful, and utterly 
unscrupulous agent coiild render, whether in divorcing his queen, 
plundering the Church, or esteblishing his own opinions as standards 
of doctrine. In 1539 he was created earl of Essex, but soon afler, for 
no very apparent cause, he lost the royal fiivour, was committed to 
prison, attainted without a hearing, aft«r a &shion which he had 
lately employed against his opponent^ and beheaded July 28, 1540, 
in spite of supplications of the most al>f9ot nature. He concludea one 
letter thus :— 
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longer useful ; the pious and faithful Katherine suffered 
a living martyrdom ; his five other wives fared little 
better ; and his daughters were made to feel that their 
hves and fortunes depended on his ahsolute will. Thus 
destitute of gratitude and natural feeling, it is not won- 
derful to find him also without the honesty to pay his 
debts, or the honour to adhere to his public enga^e- 
mentsP. Yet» with all his vices, he was the instrument 
of good to posterity which is not always appreciated as 
it ought to be ; for his hand overthrew the power which 
had long denied to England a Bible and Service-book in 
the common tongue, and had endeavoured to render the 
word of God of none effect by its traditions. He was 
too, at least in the earlier part of his reign, a popular 
favourite ; he occasionally mixed with the humble classes, 
and admitted them to a rude kind of familiarity ; they 
admired his handsome person, and his skill in athletic 
and martial sports ; and, unlike those above them, they 
had little to apprehend from his cruelty or his avarice. 



A.D. 1509. Henry succeeds to the throne, April 22 *i. 

A proclamation issued promising redress to persons 

who had been injured in the former reign by the rigorous 

execution of obsolete statutes, under the management of 

*' Written at the Tower thiB Wednesday, the last of June, with the 
heavy heart and trembling hand of your Hi^ness' most heavy and 
most miserable prisoner, and poor slave, Thomas Cromwell. 
"Most gracious prince, I cry for mercy, mercy, mercy." 

p His parliaments relieved him from the first in 1529 and 1544, 
and he was alternately the ally and the enemy of both Charles V . 
and Francis L ; but these princes were equally regardless o£ treaties 
with himselC 

4 His regnal years are dated from this day. 
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Empson and Dudley, who, with many of their subordi- 
nates, are committed to prison<i. 

Henry, by advice of his council ^ marries Katherine 
of Arragon, Jane 7 ; they are crowned at Westminster, 
June 24. 

Empson and Dudley are brought to trial, and pro- 
nounced guilty of high treason*. 

A.D. 1510. Thomas "Wolsey is introduced to the 
court by Richard Fox*, bishop of Winchester, and soon 
becomes a favourite with the king. 

«i It was found upon enquiry that a much larger sum than the 
young kmg was inclined to part with would be necessary to afiford 
compensation^ and he contented himself instead with punishing the 
chief delinquents as traitors ; their subordinates escaped with impri- 
sonment and the pillory. 

r Wareham, archbishop of Canterbury, and lord chancellor, strenu- 
ously opposed the marriage, but without effect. 

• They were charged with a design to " hold, guide and govern the 
king and his council," to subjugate the nobility, and to destroy all 
who resisted. The indictments state that, when the late king lay 
on his death-bed, Empson retained in Northamptonshire Jolm 
Stalworth, Robert Warwick and others, by a fee of one penny each, 
and they came to London, where Dudley by letters to Sir Edward 
Sutton and others, on the 22nd April assembled " a great force of 
men and armed power," to carry their purposes into effect. Dudley 
was tried at London, July 18, and Empson at Northampton, Oct. 1 ; 
they were executed together on Tower-hill, Aug. 18, 1510. An act 
was passed to prevent such vexatious suits as they had prosecuted ; 
it provided that all suits on penal statutes should be commenced 
within three years after the time of the alleged offence [1 Hen. VIIL 
c. 4 J 

t Richard Fox was bom at Grantham, and was educated at both 
Universities. He was early attached to the court, and was em- 

{)loyed by Henry VII. on several important embassies, and particu- 
arlv in the negotiations for the marriage of the princess Mai^ret 
with James IV. of Scotland. In 1487, being then the king's secre- 
tary, he was made bishop of Exeter, and afterwards held the sees 
of Bath and Wells, Durham and Winchester. Beside founding 
Corpus Christi College, Oxford, Bishop Fox endowed several gram- 
mar schools, (particularly one in his native town,) and exhilnted 
great liberality in adorning his cathedral of Winchester, which see 
he held for twenty-seven years. He died Sept. 14, 1528, and was 
buried in his church, where his elegant chantry still attracts atten- 
tion equally with those of Wykeham, Beaufort, and Wayneflete. 
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The statutes against costly apparel modified, [1 Hen. 
VIII. c. 14]. 

Andrew Barton, the Scottish privateer", is killed, and 
his ships captured in the Downs, by Sir Edward Howard*, 
the admiral. 

A.D. 1511. Henry forms a league with Ferdinand 
of Spain, for the purpose of attacking France, Nov. 10. 

St. John's College, Cambridge, founded in pursuance 
of the will of Margaret, countess of Ilichmo&d7. 

A.p. 1512. James of Scotland forms a league with 
France, May '22. 

Physicians and surgeons forbidden to practise unless 
licensed by the bishop of the diocese, [3 Hen. VIII. 
c. 11]. 

Fortifications ordered to be erected on the coast be- 
tween Plymouth and the Land's End, [4 Hen. VIII. 
c. 2«]. 

Benefit of clergy taken from murderers and felons, 
[4 Hen. VIII. sess. 2, c. 2]. 

An English force sent under the marquis of Dorset to 
Spain ; it remains inactive on the borders of France from 
June to December, waiting for the Spaniards, and then 
returns home greatly weakened by sickness. 

Sir Edward Howard ravages the French coast, and 
defeats the French fleet near Brest, Aug. 10. 

• See p. 183. 

s The son of the earl of Surrey, and grandson of the duke of Nor- 
folk who vras kUled at Bosworl h. 

T This, like Jesus Collie, was the conversion of an existing esta- 
blishment to coUegiate purposes. 

■ This statute directs the justices of peace to survey Cornwall, and 
compel the inhabitants to labour in the erection of "bulwarks" 
without pay, the land and materials being provided in like manner 
without remuneration. 
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The Trinity House established for the encoaragement 
of navigation. 

A.D. 1513. Sir Edward Howard is killed in an at- 
tempt to destroy the French fleet ^, near Brest, April 25. 

The French and the English coasts are ravaged by 
the rival fleets. 

A fresh leagae is formed against France between the 
emperor (Maximilian), the pope (Leo X.) and the kings 
of Elngland and Spain, April 5. 

Henry passes over to France, June 30 ; he besieges 
and captures Terouanne, Aug. 22^, 

The Scots invade England, but are defeated with great 
slaughter at Flodden, (near Wooller,) in Northumberland^ 
Sept. 9, by the earl of Surrey ^ 

Toumay is invested and speedily captured (Sept. 29), 
when Henry holds his court there*. 

Henry returns to England, Nov. 24. 

A.D. 1514. The French bum Brighton, and ravage 
the Sussex coast. 

An act passed for the due administration of justice in 

* He was saooeeded in his ofSoe of admiral by his brother. Sir 
Thomas, afterwards duke of Norfolk. 

* A few days before, (A.ug- 16,) a French army attempting to re- 
lieve the town was put to mght so precipitately, t^at tne affidr is 
commonly known as the Battle of l^e Spurs. 

' The lung was killed, as was his natural son, Alexander, archbishop 
of St. Andrew's, three other prelates, twenty-five nobles, and four 
hundred knights and gentlemen. James' Ixxly was embalmed at 
Berwick, and after a considerable time was wrapped in lead and 
deposited in the monastery at Richmond. It was apparently dis- 
interred at the dissolution of ihe house, and was lying m a lumber- 
room in the time of l^e antiquaiy Stow. 

^ The see was at that time vacant, and as the bishop-elect refused 
to swear fealty to the conqueror, it was given to the kill's almoner, 
Wolsey, who shortly after received also the bishopric of Linooln, 
(Feb. 6, 1514,) and before the end of the year was translated to Yoik. 
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the conquered towns of Terooanne and Tournay, [5 Hen. 
VIII. c. 1]. 

Peace is concluded with France and Scotland. Aug. 
7 ; Louis XII. agreeing to pay a large sum of money, 
and also to marry Mary, the king's youngest sister®. 

The queen-mother of Scotland marries the earl of 
Angus (Archibald Douglas), and endeavours to procure 
the regency for him ; John, duke of Albany ^ is invited 
from Finance by the parliament, and received as go- 
vernor. 

A.D. 1515. Louis XII. of France dies, Jan. 1 ; he 
is succeeded by his son-in-law, the duke of Angouleme, 
(Francis I.). 

A dispute arises between the parliament and the con- 
vocation respecting the claim of the clergy to be exempt 
from the jurisdiction of the king's courts. 

The queen-mother and her husband plot against the 
duke of Albany, but are obliged to flee to England. 

Wolsey is, through the king's influence, declared a car- 
dinal, Sept. 1 1 ; he is made chancellor, Dec. 22, and 
appears to govern the kingdom at his pleasure. 



IRELAND, 

The miserable condition of Ireland, and the merely 
nominal nature of the English rule there in the time of 

* They were married at Abbeville, Oct. 9. . The king died three 
months after, and his widow soon married Charles Brandon, duke 
of Suffolk. 

' The son of Alexander, duke of Albany, brother of James III. ; 
he had great estates in Fruice, and had gamed much reputation as 
a military commander in the French ^wars in Italy. He arrived in 
Scotland May 18, 1515, but many conspiracies and rebellions were 
formed against him, and after several visits to France, he fincJly 
withdrew in 1624. 
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Henry VIII., are 'well shewn in a document preserved in 
the State Paper Office, and ascribed to thayear 1515>^. 
The writer enumerates more than sixty " chief captains" 
of the king's " Irish enemies/' and more than half as 
many " great captains of the EngUsh noble folk," some 
being distinguished as the " English great rebels," others 
as " captains that obey not the king's law ;" he names the 
districts that have neither justice nor sheriff, " wherein 
all the English folk are of Irish habit, of Irish language, 
and of Irish condition, except in the cities and the walled 
towns ;" and states that, even in the English pale, (the 
eastern half of the counties of Louth, Meath, Dublin, 
Kildare, and Wexford^, the western half of each being a 
march land, more disorderly, if possible, than the more 
distant districts,) " the common people, for the more 
part, be of Irish birth, of Irish habit, and of Irish lan- 
guage." 

The Irish chief captains, the writer states, called 
themselves, "some kings, some king's peers, some 
princes, some dukes, some archdukes;'* each made 
peace and war for himself, and held his place by the 
sword, having imperial jurisdiction within his country, 
and obeyed no person, English or Irish ; their districts 
were some as large as a shire, some less, but the 
same state of things prevailed in them all, a multitude 
of minor chiefs ("tyshagh," or duke, in its original 

' It is printed in the State Papers of the reign of Henry VIII., 
Part III. p. I. Many of its statements are borne out by acts of th» 
English Parliament, particularly 13 Hen. VIII. c. 8, and 25 Hen. 
VIII. o. 16 ; and others are authenticated' by the Ordinances for the 
GU>vemment of Ireland, issued in 1634, to be found in the same 
work, p. 207. 

^ The sea-coast of Wexford had been reconquered byHacMorough, 
an Irish chief, who received '' tribute" from the royal exchequer at 
least as late as 1637. 
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sense of a military leader,) existing in each, who gave 
no more obedience to the nominal head than he was 
able to enforce by the sword. On the death of each 
chief his successor was appointed, not by any law, 
" but he that hatb the strongest arm and the hardyest 
sword among them, bath best right and title ;" so that 
few of the regions were ever at peace within them- 
selves. The most potent chiefs maintained a force of 
from 200 to 500 mounted spearmen, as many gallo- 
glasses (heavy-armed men), and 1000 or more kernes 
(light-armed troops*) ; these lived the whole year round 
at free quarter on the husbandmen either of their own 
or the neighbo.uring districts, having their portion of 
plunder for their only wages. 

The English great captains lived as much as possible 
in the same way. In spite of the Statutes of KilkennyJ, 
they had universaUy adopted the Irish manners and lan- 
guage, many had taken Irish names ^, and all had, by in- 

* The kernes were the common people, the horsemen and gallo- 
glaases the gentry. Neither kerne nor horseman had any defensive 
annour, but the galloglasses were clad in mail, and carried a "spar," 
or long-handled axe ; they usually decided the fete of any pitched 
battle. Sometimes they appear to have been Scottish mercenaries, 
ready to transfer their services to the best pa3rmaster. " These sort 
of men," says the deputy St. Leger, " be those that do not lightly 
abandon the field, but bide the brunt to the death." Each horse- 
iQan had at least three horses, and as many attendants ; the gallo* 
glasses also had boys with them, bearing darts, which they cast at 
the enemy before their masters came to the hand-stroke. The horse- 
nien were divided into " banners," varying from twenty to eighty 
Dien ; and the galloglasses into "battles,** of sixty or eighty. 

'[ See voL i. p. 394. 
For example, the lords Barry and De Courcy bore the names of 
^ac Adam and Mac Patrick; the Berminghams and De Burghs 
^yled themselves Mac Fioris and Mac William ; the Dexters (de 
Exonia) and Fitz-Stephens, Mac Jordan and Mac Slany. These 
^d 30 more Anglo-Irish chiefs " follow the same Irish order and 
keep the same rule, and every one of them makoth war and peace 
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termarriages and fostering, so linked themselves with the 
native chiefs, that the king's officers^ could never depend 
on any service from them against the great O'Neal, or 
O'Connor, or MacMorough, who perpetually harassed the 
pale,and received payments of " tribute" from each county, 
and even Arom the king's exchequer™ ; and any attempt 
to extend the king's authority over either English or 
Irish dwelling beyond the pale, was commonly met, and 
defeated, by the confederacy of both. Indeed, from the 
manner in which the royal officers generally behaved in 
the district under their power, there was little to induce 
anv one to submit to their rule. The same number of 
judges and officers was kept up as when the greater part 
of the island acknowledged the royal authority ; and the 
expense of their maintenance was so great that the free- 
holders of the pale daily deserted their holdings to escape 
the intolerable imposition : for, " what with the extor- 



for himself without any licence of the king, or any other temporal 
person, save him that may subdue them by the sword." 

* These officers, too, adopted the Irish custom most oppressive to 
the people. The writer, alluding doubtless to the earl of Kildare, 
who so long held the post of deputy, says, " Some time, in our days, 
the king's deputy used always to have about him, whenever that he 
(Ud ride, a stivng guard on horseback of spears and bows, well gar- 
nished, after the English manner, that paid truly for their meat and 
drink, wherever they did ride ; now, guard of Uie king's deputy is 
none other than a multitude of Irish galloglasses, and a multitude of 
Irish kernes and spears, with infinite number of horselads ; and with 
the said guard the king's deputy is ever moving and stirring finom 
one place to another ; and, with extortion of coin and livery, con- 
sumeth and devoureth all the substance of the poor folk, and of the 
common people of all the king's subjects." He, however^ did not 
venture to practise these extortions on the port towns, or on the 
nobles of the pale. 

■* *' The English counties that bear tribute to the wild Irish" are 
enumerated ; the whole sum is £740 English money, of which eighty 
marks were paid from the exchequer to Mao Morough (or Kavanagh), 
of Idrone, county Carlow. 
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don of coin and livery daily, and with the wrongfdl 
exaction of hosting money, and of carriage and cartage 
daily, and what with the king's great subsidy yearly, 
and with the said tribute and black rent to the king's 
Irish enemies, and other infinite extortions and daily 
exactions^ all the English folk of the counties of Dublin, 
Kildare, Meath, and Uriel (Louth), be more oppressed 
than any other folk of this land, English or Irish, and 
of worse condition be they on this nde than in the 
marches." 

As might be expected, the Church was in a deplorable 
condition. " The noble folk of Ireland oppress and spoil 
the prelates of the Church of Christ of their possessions 
and liberties; and therefore they have no fortune, no 
grace, no prosperity of body or soul.'' The prelates and 
clergy, however, were themselves greatly to blame, " for 
there is no archbishop, no bishop, abbot, no prior, par- 
son, no vicar, nor any other person of the Church, high 
or low, great or smaU, English or Irish, that useth to 
preach the word of God, saving the poor friars beg- 
gars ; if their word of God do cease, there can be no 
grace, and without the special grace of God, this land 
mav never be reformed." 

The writer then notices the various causes assigned for 
the decay of the land, and having shewn that it is mainly 
to be attributed to the evil conduct of the "English 
noble folk," advises " the sword of the common folk" to 
be employed against them ; in other words, that the 



■ Some particulars of these exactions will be found under a.d. 
1587, from the inquests taken bj St. Leger and other commissioners 
on the subject. E^ p. 182. 
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tenants of Meath shall first be armed and trained in the 
English manner, being supported by 500 English horse- 
men ; then the same course to be taken in each county 
of the pale ; and when the whole (estimated at 100,000 
men) are ready, the king to come over with a body 
of 2,000 men, and force the '' great English rebels" to 
submit to his laws ; then to introduce at least one man 
from each parish in England ; to compel the English to 
inclose their fields and gardens, and plant trees; and 
to conciliate the Irish (who are represented as well in- 
clined to submit to the king's laws, if they could be 
sure of protection from the lawless English®), by ofifering 
a peerage to each great captain, and knighthood to each 
petty captain ; to appoint the bishops and great land- 
holders justices of the peace, and oblige all to adopt 
the English habit, and to bring up their children to the 
English language, and in habits of industry, suffering no 
idle men or vagabonds, " upon pain -of their lives." 

These sensible suggestions are said to be taken from 
a work by the PandarP, who, however, ventures also on 
prophecy, and fixes the happy change he anticipates 
from them for the year 1517, and says, " The prophecy 
is, that the king of England shall put this land in such 
order, that all the wars of the land, whereof groweth all 
the vices of the same, shall cease for ever ; and after that, 
God shall give such grace and fortune to the said king, 
that he shall, with the army of England and of Ireland, 
subdue the realm of France to his obedience for ever, 

*> See vol. i. p. 370. 

i> A manuscript exists in the British Museum, entitled " Pandarus 
Salus Populi, de rebus Hibemicis, temp. Hen. VI.," which is pro- 
babiy the book referred to. 
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and shall rescue the Greeks, and recover the great city 
of Constantinople, and shall vanquish the Turks, and 
win the Holy Cross and the Holy Land, and shall die 
emperor of Rome, and eternal hliss shall he his end." 



A.D. 1516. A new league is formed against the 
king of France, Oct. 29. 

A.D. 1517. A riot against the foreign merchants 
and artisans settled in London occurs May 1, which 
is afterwards known as " evil May-day <i." 

Wolsey receives the office of papal legate; his co- 
adjutor is Lawrence Campegius, a Roman cardinal. 

A.D. 1518. Wolsey is bribed by the king of France, 
and promotes a treaty between him and the king, in 
opposition to the existing league. 

A.D. 1519. The emperor Maximilian dies, Jan. 12 ; 
after some time, his grandson Charles of Spain (Charles 
V.) is elected'. 

St. Mary Magdalene College, Cambridge, founded by 
Henry, duke of Buckingham*. 

^ On© John Idncoln, a broker, induced Dr. Bell, a canon of the 
Spital, to preach against the foreigners, at the customary Easter 
sermon (Tuesday, April 14) ; in consequence, the houses of many 
foreigners were sacked. Near 300 of the rioters were made prisoners, 
Mid the city was occupied for some days by the duke of Norfolk 
with a large force. Lincoln and about a dozen others were executed, 
hut the rest were pardoned after a short delay, at the intercession 
of Queeu Katherine, and her sister queens of France and Scotland. 

' Henry proposed contesting the empire, but soon abandoned the 
idea ; Francis I. strove eagerly to obtain it, and his disappointment 
vented itself in wars against his successful rival, which lasted (with 
some sl%ht intermissions) for the remainder of his life. 

' He called it after his own name, Buckingham CoU^e ; but being 
w»xi after attainted, he left it poorly endowed. Lora Audley, of 
balden, about twenty years after, became a considerable benefactor, 
and gave the college its present appellation. 
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IRELAND. 

A.D. 1520. Thomas, earl of Surrey, is appointed 
lord-lieutenant, April. 

Gerald, earl of Kildare, died in 1512, and was suc- 
ceeded by his son, also named Gerald, who, with all the 
ambition of his father, was less successful in contending 
with the hereditary rivals of his house, the Butlers. Sir 
Pierce Butler, afterwards earl of Ormond and Ossory, 
was a resident in England ; and his representations to 
Cardinal Wolsey of the state of Ireland had sneh effect, 
that Kildare was deprived of his government, and the 
earl of Surrey substituted, with full powers, on paper, to 
redress the disorders of the land ; but being ill supplied 
with money and military force*, he solicited and obtained 
his recall in less than two years after, and Butler was ap- 
pom ted deputy (March 6, 1522). Kildare was reappoint- 
ed in 1524, after signing (Aug. 4) a formal indenture, in 
which he bound himself in a penalty of £1,000 to pur- 
sue a legal course of government. This, however, made 
no difference in his conduct, or in that of Butler; 
and at last, in 1527, both were summoned to England 
to give account of their proceedings, Richard Nugent, 
Lord Delvin, being appointed vice-deputy. The Irish 
council complained of his inefficiency, and petitioned for 
the return ot both the earls, as the only defence of the 

* He took with him, beside other forces, 100 of the royal goard, 
but these being mostly " men of some substance in England," soon 
grew tired of the rough service, and Surrey obtained permission to 
pension them off at Id. a-day (their ordinary pay at home was 4d. 
and in Ireland 6d.), hiring instead spearmen from the Welsh and 
northern borders. These, too, frequently mutinied for want of Cheir 
pay. 
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land against the natives ; and when, shortly after, (May 
12, 1528,) Delvin was made prisoner hy O'Connor, (a 
native chief and son-in-law of Kildare,) they at once 
elected a hrother of the earl. Sir Thomas Fitzgerald, in 
his place. He was allowed to hold the post for a while ; 
and though, in August, 1529, Sir William Skeffington 
was sent as deputy, his instructions rendered him, in 
reality, subordinate to Kildare, who in 1530 was again 
installed in his ancient post. 



A.D. 1520. The emperor (Charles V.) seeks the fa- 
vour of Wolsey by grants of pensions, and also visits 
Henry in his journey from Spain to Germany. 

Henry proceeds to France, and holds a series of for- 
mal interviews with Francis, between Guisnes and Ardres, 
June 4 — 25 ; he also visits the emperor at Gravelines, 
and returns to England in July. 

A.n. 1521. The duke of Buckingham is charged 
^th treason", convicted by his peers, May 13, and exe- 
cuted, May 17. 

^ He was the son of Henrys duke of Buck- 
ingham, executed in 1483, by Kathenne 
Woodville, sister to the queen of £dward IV., 
was descended from Thomas of Woodstock, 
son of Edward HI., and quartered the royal 
arms. ^ He buUt a stately mansion at Thorn- 
burv, in Gloucestershire, and enclosed a vast 
park there, to the extreme discontent of the 
people around ; this was taken as evidence 
of disloyal views, and contributed to his 
dowi^kU. On his trial he was charged with 
aspiring to the crown as long back as 1611, 
and with consulting with Nicholas Hopkins, 
a Carthusian monk, who pretended to divine revelations, and as- 
sured him that he should become king. He was fhrther charged 
Jjth mtending to kill the king, and to behead Cardinal Wolsey, Sir 
Thomas Love^ and others. In 1523 he was attainted by act of par- 




Arat of Stafford, dnk* of 
BuokiaghuB. 
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The king writes a book on the Seven Sacraments, in 
opposition to the views of Lather^, and receives in re- 

liament [14 & 16 Hen..yiII. c. 20], but tbia act was in reality one 
of grace to protect the interests of numerous persons who had l^ld 
property or office under him, and by subsequent statutes of the 
same parliament some provision was made for his wife and his son ; 
the latter was restored in blood . under the title of Lord Stafford^ bj 
Edward VI. 

' Martin Luther, the son of a miner, was bom at Eiseleben, in 
Saxony, in 1483. He joined the Augustinian order, and being 
a man of talent, and a good preacher, he soon became popular. He 
received the appointment of divinity professor in the University 
of Eisenach, and also visited Rome on the business of his order, 
where he (Usplayed much zeal and firmness in opposing some 
attempted violation of their privileges. It had been customary 
to extend to the Augustinians the disposal of indulgences in Ger- 
many; but when Pope Leo X. wished to raise money by such 
means, he employed instead Tetzel and other l>ominican8, who 
abused the charge, and thus laid themselves open to the fierce 
denunciations of Luther, who was supported by his own order, and, 
as a consequence of his popularity as a preacher, by the people also. 
He was summoned to Rome, but declining to appear, a cardinal 
(Cajetan) was sent to Germany to conduct a process against him. 
Luther was protected by Frederic, elector of Saxony, and in his own 
justification published a statemeut of his opinions, differing greatiy 
from the established Church system, in r^;ard to the sacrament of 
the Eucharist, the number of the other sacraments, the obligation of 
monastic vows, of confession, of indulgences, the rights and duties of 
the clergy, the employment of an unknown tongue in public worship, 
and in many other particulars. In consequence, he was excom- 
municated, in 1520, but he openly defied the papal power, burnt the 
bull, (Deo. 10,) and though cited before the Diet of Worms in 
the following year, and put under the ban of the empire, (May 26,) 
refused to make any submission. His protector, the elector of 
Saxony, placed him for safety in the castle of Wartbour^, where he 
occupied his time in digesting the system of doctrine smce so well 
known by his name, and which now prevails in a large part of Pro- 
testant Europe, and in a translation of the Bible into German. 

Henry Vlll. undertook to reply to Luther in regard to the 
Sacraments, and in his book (Assertio Septem Sacramentorum 
adversus Martinimi Latherum) he treated the ''arch-heretic,*' as he 
styled him, rather coarsely. The reformer replied with equal m- 
temperance, for he was natursdly fearless, and each year saw new 
princes join his party, some actuated by dislike of the papal system, 
others by fear or hatred of the proceedings of the emperor (Charles 
v. ) At length, in 1632, the Diet at Nuremberg conceded a kind of 
protection to his adherents, and though this agreement was not 
adhered to, but instead war speedily followed, the Lutheran opimons 
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turn from the pope (Leo X.) the title of Defender of the 
Faith, by bull dated Oct. 11, 1521. 

War breaks out between Charles V. and Francis I. ; 
the king mediates a peace. Wolsey is sent to Calais, 
and holds conferences for the purpose, in August, with- 
out effect, but also secretly forms another league with 
the emperor against Francis. 

A.D. 1522. The emperor again visits England, in 
May.; the king declares war against France. 

Francis negociates treaties with the earl of Desmond 
(Maurice Fitzgerald) and other nobles, for the conquest 
of Ireland y. 

The earl of Surrey ravages the coast of Britanny. 

Vast sums are raised by way of loan or '* benevolence,*' 
and an army sent into the north of France ; Picardy is 
devastated, and a great amount of booty brought into 
Calais. 

A.D. 1 523. A parliament meets, April 1 5 ; Sir Thomas 
More is the speaker. Wolsey visits the house in great 
state, and endeavours to procure a large grant of money ; 
this is at length obtained. The convocation grant one 



were very generally received in the north and west of Germany, in 
Switzerland, in Sweden and in Denmark ; divisions soon broke out, 
and views differing from those of Luther were advocated by Zuin- 
glius and others, but he continued the acknowledged head of 
the opponents of the papacy until his death, which occurred at 
Wittembei^, Dec. 18, 1546, leaving by his wife Catherine Bora, who 
had been a nun, a family of three sons, of whom nothing remarkable 
is recorded. 

' The Idxig was to supply ships and troops, and was to have Kin- 
sale and other western ports assigned to him ; Desmond, already 
palatuie of Kerry, was to have the south of Ireland in full sove- 
reignty ; Richard de la Pole, the exiled nephew of Edward IV., 
^as to be king of the remainder ; l^e plan, however, came to no- 
thing. 
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half of their revenues, as a token of their gratitude for 
the king's book against Luther*. 

The king empowered by his letters patent to reverse 
attainders for high treason [14 & 15 Hen. VIII. c. 21.] 

The duke of Bourbon leagues with the emperor and 
the king against Francis^. 

The duke of Suffolk (Charles Brandon^) ravages 

France as far as the environs of Paris, but is obliged to 

return to Calais, without effecting any permanent con- 
quests. 

The Scots, incited by the French, land in the north of 
Ireland, but are unsuccessful ; the earl of Surrey invades 
Scotland, and captures Jedburgh, Sept. 24. 

The pope (Adrian YL) dies, Sept. 24 ; Wolsey as- 
pires to succeed him ; he is supported by the king, but 
is disappointed. 

A.D. 1524. The French are driven out of Italy 

» See p. 166. 

' The duke, who was constable of France, had received many 
injuries from the queen-mother, Louisa of Savoy. He sifi;ned a treaty 
for the partition of France, served for a while with the emperor*s 
troops in Italy, attempted in vain to cause an insurrection in his 
native country, and was at last killed (May 6, 1527) while heading 
his troops at the sack of Rome. 

^ He was the nephew of Richmond's standard-bearer at Bosworth, 
and had been brought up in the court as the companion of Prinoe 
Henry, where he became a great £gtvourite, from his handsome person 
and his skill in martial exercises. He was created Lord Ldkle by 
Henry VIII., went with him on his expedition to France, and was 
soon after raised to a dukedom ; his marriage with the queen was 
readilv forgiven, he had great erants of abMy lands, and he oon- 
tinuea in mvour with the king his whole life. He made several in- 
cursions in France, fix>m Calais, on one occasion nearly reaching 
Paris ; greatly exerted himself in putting down the insuirections in 
England, and was the first to enter Boulogne when captured by the 
king. Suffolk died shortly after, Aug. ^, 1546, and was buried 
at Henry's chai^ge at Windsor. He was four times married, his 
royal bride being his third partner ; by her he left two sons, who 
both died in youth, and two daughters. 



/ 
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early in the year. Francis, however, heads a new army, 
and penetrates as far as Milan. 

Wolsey being dissatisfied with the emperor, inclines 
the king towards peace with France. 

A.D. 1525. Francis is defeated and taken prisoner 
at Pavia, by the forces of the emperor, Feb. 24^. 

The king, by the advice of Wolsey, endeavours to 
raise funds without the sanction of parliament for the 
invasion of France ; the demand is unanimously resisted, 
and is at length abandoned. 

The emperor reproaches the king for his private nego- 
tiations with France, on which treaties are concluded 
with the queen-mother, Aug. 30, and all intercourse 
with the emperor broken off. 

Wolsey being clamoured against for the recent attempt 
at illegal exactions, presents Hampton Court (his newly 
built and magnificent seat) to the king, and is restored 
to favour. 

A.D. 1526. The king of France is set at liberty by 
the emperor, on very hard conditions^, March 17. 

He secures the support of the king, and of several 
Italian princes, and refuses to abide by some of the most 
onerous stipulations. 

A.D. 1527. Rome sacked, and the pope (Clement 
VII.) made prisoner by the imperialists®. 

* The rout was so total, that Francis announced it thus to his 
mother: "Madam, all is lost, but honour." Among the slain was 
the " White Rose of England/' Richard de la Pole. 

^ Among other things in this treaty, made at Madrid, he was 
obliged to agree to surrender Burgundy to the emperor ; to rein- 
state Bourbon and his adherents ; to pay laige sums of money ; and 
to give his two sons as hostages. 

• He took refuge in the castle of St. Angelo, but was obliged to 
surrender, June 7, his imprisonment excited much indignation^ 
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Wolsey goes in state to France, and concludes a new . 
treaty between the king and Francis. 

The king applies to the pope to examine into the 
lawfulness of his marriage with Katherine of Arragon'. 
The pope grants a commission to two cardinals to iDquhre 
mto the case. 

A.D. 1528. The kings of England and France de- 
clare war against the emperor, Jan. 22. 

The pope grants a new commission to Cardinals Wol* 
sey and Campegius, to try the question of the king's 
marriage, Jane 6. 

A truce concluded with the emperor, June 8. 

Campegius arrives in England, Oct. 7«. 

The king makes a speech at the palace of Bridewell 
to the nobility and others, explaining his motives for 
seeking a divorce, Nov. 8. 

The cardinals wait on the queen, and endeavour in 
vain to induce her to consent to a dissolution of her 
marriage. 

A.D. 1 529. The cardinals hold a court at the Black 
Friars* monastery, in London^ open their commission, 



and the emperor was obliged to set him at liberty before the end of 
the year. Kome suffered every imaginable calamity fix>m the con- 
querors, who were chiefly Germans, and who fully indulged their 
national hatred to the Italians. 

' It seems probable that he entertained scruples on this point as 
early as the year 1524, as he then ceased to live with the queen, 
though he continued to treat her with outward respect and atten- 
tion, which were denied to her at a later period. She continued to 
reside in the court until July 14, 1531, when she was peremptorily 
ordered to leaye Windsor, and she never saw Henry after. 

9 He was furnished with a bull dissolving the kin^s nuurriage, 
but he refused to publish it, and after a time destroyed it, in conse- 
quence of instructions from the pope, who had come to an under- 
standing with the emperor. 
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and summon the king and queen to appear before them, 
May 31. 

The legatine court commenced its regular session on 
June 1 8, when the queen appeared, protested ag^ainst the 
legates as partial judges, and declared that her cause had 
been removed to Rome. On the 2l8t she again appeared, 
as also did the king, when the legates intimating their 
intention of proceeding with the cause, she withdrew, 
and was thereupon pronounced contumacious. The 
court met several times during the ensuing month, 
and received evidence touching the marriage of Prince 
Arthur, and on July 30, without coming to any decision, 
adjourned until October 1^. The king went on a pro- 
gress early in August, accompanied by Anne Boleyn^ 
gave an audience at Grafton to the legates, whom he 
dismissed, and never more suffered Wolsey to enter his 
presence. 

The peace of Cambray is concluded between the em- 
peror and the king of France, Aug. 5^. 

Thomas Cranmer^ advises that the king shall ask the 

^ They were probably aware, although they kept the matter from 
the king, that uie pope had, on the 18th July, resolved to admit of 
the oauae being removed to Rome. 

i The daughter of Sir Thomas Boleyn (afterwards earl of Wilt- 
shire), and mece of Thomas, third duke of Norfolk. She had resided 
in the French court, and had acquired there a light manner which 
was more agreeable to the king than the quiet piety of Katherine. 

^ It was negotiated by the aunt of the emperor and the mother of 
the king, and by it several of the articles of the treaty of Madrid 
(see p. 159) were mitigated. Henry assisted Francis with money 
on the occasion, and thus enabled him to ransom his two sons, who 
had been given as hostages when he had been himself released. 

1 He was bom at Aslaicton, in Nottinghamshire, in 1489, and was a 
member of Jesus College, Cambridge, out was then residing in the 
house of a gentleman near Waltham, where Gkurdiner, the king's 
secretary, rested for the night. Cranmer was employed to write in 
defence of the divorce, was sent on embassies concerning it, and at 
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opiDion of the uniyeraities, ** Do the laws of God allow 
a man to marry his brother's widow ?" the hint is taken, 
and commissioners are dispatched to each univernty at 
home and abroad. 

Cardinal Wolsey opens the court of Chancery, Oct. 9 ; 
on the same day the king*s attorney prefers an indict* 
ment against him in the King's Bench for receiving bolls 
from Rome, in violation of the Statute of Provisors™. 
The great seal is taken from him, Oct. 17, and given to 
Sir Thomas More. The cardinal is ordered to leave his 
noble mansion of York Place (afterwards Whitehall), and 
retire to Eslier, Oct. 17 ; judgment of forfeiture of goods 
and imprisonment is given against him in the King's 
Bench, Oct. 28. 

Felons and murderers taking sanctuary ordered to be 
marked with a hot iron with the letter A on the thumb, 
and then abjure the realm, on pain of losing the benefit 
of sanctuary, [21 Hen. VIII. c. 2]. 

The parliament meets Nov. 3, and agrees to an ad- 
dress to the king, charging the cardinal with many great 
offences ; his steward, Thomas Cromwell, defends him, 
and the king refuses to receive it*^. 



lengtli, cm Arohbishop Wareham^s death, was raised to the see of 
Canterbury. His eonauct in that station, and his melancholy death, 
will be considered hereafter. 

■ See vol. i. p. 388. 

• He had just before sent Wolsey a ring as a token of his fevoiir, 
which occasioned the cardinal to address him fit>m Eshw, Nov. 2, in 
the following strain ; the original letter is preserved in the State 
Paper Office. 

''Most gracious and merciful Sovereign Lord, these shall be to 
give your royal Majesty my most lowly and humble thanks for the 
comfort which it hath pleased your Highness to send unto me, your 
poor priest and prostrate subject, languishing in extreme sorrow and 
heaviness, by your Grace's trusty servant, Sir John Bossell; by whom 
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The king released from his debts by statute, [c. 24®]. 
A.D. 1530. The cardinal, who was believed to be 
dying, is comforted by kind messages from the king ; he 
receives a general pardon, Feb. 12, the grant of the 
temporalities of his see of York, Feb. 17, and presents 
m money and plate. He retires to his see, and resides 
there discharging his episcopal duties till the end of 
October. 

The opiniona of various universities in favour of the 
divorce are fonnrarded to the pope, July 13. Cranmei 
goes with them, and offers to dispute with any opponent. 

The cardinal is arrested for high treason by the earl 
of Northumberland, Nov. 4, and brought towards Lon- 
don, but falls sick, and dies at Leicester, Nov. 29. 

Abjured persons ordered not to quit the realm, but in- 
stead to remain in some sanctuary for the remainder 
of their hvesP, [22 Hen. VIIl. c. 14]. 

•1?!?'**^^®' ^ ""^ inward consolation, that your Highness is, and 
^ be, my good and gracious soTereign lord, and have pity, mercy, 
^^^mpaamon upon me ; in the assured trust and confidence whereof 
1 sfaaU, as nigh as my fragility can permit, endeavour myself to 
qujetmy poor heart, aiid in some part attemper my sorrow ; pray- 
^ Ck>d most effectually, for this your high goodness, to pursue, 
^iigment, and increase your most noble and royal estate ; and that 
p *^ as it shall aeem to your pitiful heart and to stand with your 
V»race*8 honour, it may openly be known to my poor friends and 
servants, that your Highness hath foiigiven me mine offence luid 
?[?*P*«» and delivered me from the danger of your laws ; for the at- 
JJj^^ing whereof I shall incessantly pray, cry, and call. Written 
"^ morning, with the rude and trembUug hand of j'our Grace's 
"^^umble and prostrate subject and priest, T. Cai"» Ebor." 

° The reason grven in the statute is that the king had employed 
th nvP ^^ds as well as the taxes on his subjects in the defence of 
^°o Church and kingdom, and in establishing a general and universal 
P^«ce among all Christian princes. 

'The reason given is that many of these persons are men "fit 
J^ *ble for war," and that they have carried abroad the know- 

T^ ,of archery, "to the no little damage and prejudice of the 
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A.D. 1531. The penalties of prsemunire held to be 
incurred by the clergy in submitting to the legatine au- 
thority of Cardinal Wolsey, remitted on the payment of 
£100,000 by the convocation of Canterbury, [22 Hen. 
VIII. c. 15]. The province of York had to pay a sum 
of £18,840 Os. lOd. for a like pardon<i, [23 Hen. VIII. 
c. 19]. 

The opinions of various universities in favour of the 
king's divorce are laid before the parliament, March 30. 

Poisoners ordered to be boiled to deaths [22 Hen. 
VIII. c. 9]. 

Egyptians (or gipsies) ordered to leave the realm 
within 15 days, under penalty of imprisonment and for- 
feiture of goods, [c. 10]. 

Beggars and vagabonds ordered to be whipped and 
set in the stocks', [c. 12]. 

Gardiner and Bonner^ are sent, together with Sir 



q The grant of these sums was, by the king's especial oommand, 
acoompanied by an acknowledgement that he was "the chief pro* 
tector, the only and supreme lord, and, as &r as the law of Christ 
will allow, the Supreme Head" of the Church. 

' This act was occasioned by the crime of one Richard Rosse, cook 
to the bishop of Rochester, who mixed poison in a vessel containing 
yeast standing in the bicdiop's kitchen, and thereby occasioned the 
death of Bennet Curwen, one of the household, and Alice Trippett, 
a poor widow who came there for charity. 

* The justices of the peace were allowed to give licences to ** aged, 
poor and impotent persons*' to solicit alms within certain deter- 
mined districts ; poor scholars unlicensed from their University, 
sailors pretending shipwreck, and fortune-tellers, were to be twice 
whipped, and to be set in the pillory for three hours and lose their 
ears for any Airther offence. 

< Stephen Gardiner was bom at Bury St. Edmund's, in 1488, and 
was educated at Trinity Hall, Cambridge, of which he afterwards 
became master. He acquired great reputation as a canonist, was 
made secretary of state, and became bishop of Winchester in 1631. 
He fuUy participated in all Henry's views, and even wrote a bo<^ 
" On Irue Obedience," in which he defended the separation from 
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Edward Brian, as ambassadors to tlie pope, but fail to 
bring aboat an accommodation. 

A.D. 1532. Sir Thomas More resigns the chancel- 
lorship. May 16; he is succeeded, as lord keeper, by 
Sir Thomas Audley. 

Undue citations by spiritual courts restrained by 
statute, [23 Hen. VIII. c. 9]. 



Romo. Yet he refused to associate himself with the proceedings of 
the advis^^ ol Edward VI., and was in consequence deprived of his 
see and imprisoned in the Tower. Queen Mary released him, and 
for the short remainder of his life he was her chief adviser, dyiae 
Nov. 12, 1665. 

Edmund Bonner was bom of poor parents in Worcestershire, about 
1496, and throi^h the charity of a neighbouring gentleman was sent 
to Broadgates Hall, Oxford, whence ne removed to Cardinal Wol- 
sey's household. His forwardness and activity recommended him to 
the king, and he was employed in various embassies relating to the 
divorce, which he discharged with perhaps more firmness than cour- 
tesy. By the favour of Cromwell he was in 1535 made archdeacon 
of Leicester, in 1638 was appointed bishop of Hereford, but early in 
the next year, before consecration, was removed to London, which 
see he held until 1661, when, like Gardiner, he was deprived and 
imprisoned. like him, he was reinstated by Mary, and became a 
^f&ry active instrument in the persecution which so unhappily marked 
her reign. Upon the accession of Elizabeth his life was endangered 
from the resentment of the populace ; the oath of supremacy was 
tendered to him first ot all the bishops (May 30, 1569) ; his refusal to 
wke it was followed by his dejprivation (June 20), and in April, 1660, 
apparently without any specific charge, he was sent to the Marshal- 
sea, where he died Sept 6, 1669, and was buried in a portion of the 
naghbouTing churchyard of St, George, Southwark, appropriated to 
criminals. 

The characters by which both these men are usually known are 
jvery odious, but they are drawn by their avowed enemies. Gardiner is 
known to have been a learned man, and an acute statesman ,' Bonner 
IS not 80 distinguished. Both were busy, secular men, intent on their 
own advancement, and therefore but too ready to carry out the 
"arsh modes of government which prevailed in their time. Their 
cruelty towards the reformers is doubtless greatly exaggerated, and 
iBj'^ not be foi^tten that they had been treated hardly by 
fittwwd's ministers, and that when they again came into power they 
Were irritated by probably unfounded attecks on their legitimacy, 
and by caustic reflections on their former subserviency to the impe- 
rious Henry. 
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Henry advances Anne Boleyn to the dignity of mar- 
chioness of Pembroke, Sept. ^ 

The king passes over to France, and has interviews 
with Francis, October. 

A.D. 1533. Cranmer is appointed archbishop of 
Canterbury*. 

He holds a court at Dunstable, and pronounces the 
marriage between the king and Katherine of Arragon 
null and void from the beginning, May 23 ; he aUo pro- 
nounces the king's marriage with Anne Boleyn good 
and lawful, May 28 y. 

The pope reverses the decision of Cranmer. 

The king appeals from the judgment of the pope to a 
general council. 



THE REFORMATION. 

A.D. 1534. An act passed for the punishment of 
heresy S [25 Hen. VI 11. c. 14]. 

* He afterwards married her privately, but the date is uncertain ; 
the received statement is, in November, 1532 ; but a letter exists 
ascribed to Cranmer, which places it in Jan. 1533. 

* Archbishop Wareham, who had held the see nearly thirty years, 
died Aug. 23, 1532. Cranmer's appointment was by papal bull dated 
Feb. 21, 1533, and he was oonsecruted March 30. He took, as was 
then usual, an oath of obedience to the pope, but before he did so, 
he made a public protest, that he would not be bound by it to omit 
doing anything which in duty to God, the king and the realm, he 
was bound to do. 

y These proceedings were a few days after communicated to Ka- 
therine ; she solemnly protested against them, and refused the title 
of Princess Dowager and the oflfer of being treated as "the king's 
sister ;" she was soon after removed, almost by force, from Ampt- 
hill, and at length was settled at Eimbolton, where she died. 

' The statute of Henry IV. (see p. 17) was repealed as insuffi. 
cient, and the statutes of Richard II. (see voL i. p. 407) and Henry 
y. revived, as more efficacious ; but speaking against the pope or 
his decrees was expressly declared not to be heresy. 
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The free importation of foreign printed books allowed 
by the statute of Richard III.^ restrained^ [c. 15.] 

Cardinal Campegius and Jerome de Ghinucci deprived 
of their sees of Salisbury and Worcester, as aliens. 

The clergy forbidden to make constitutions, except 
in convocation with the king's assent ^ [c. 19] . 

The pajonent of first-fruits to Rome forbidden^, [c. 20]. 

The papal power in England set aside by act of par- 
liament, [c. 21]. 

This important act declares all payments to the Apo- 
stolic Chamber illegal; enacts that all '* dispensations 
or licenses for things not contrary to the law of God, 
but only to the law of the land/' shall in future l>e 
granted within the kingdom by the two archbishops ; 
confirms the exemption of monasteries from episcopal 
visitation, but renders them liable to visitation bv com- 

w 

missioners acting under the great seal for the king; 
ofienders were to incur the penalties of the statutes of 
provisors and prsemunire^. 

Though the separation of the Church of England from 
that of Rome was formally accomplished in Henry^s 

• See p. 105. 

b This was professedly for the benefit of English printers, but the 
real object was to prevent the circulation of books advocating Lu- 
theran tenets. 

• No canons were to be enforced which were contrary to the 
king's prerogative, nor was any appeal to Rome to be suffered ; all 
appeals from the archiepiscopal courts were to be determined by 
the king's commissioners. 

«* Power had been granted to the king to suspend these payments 
early in the preceding year, [23 Hen. VIII. c. 201 ; this was while 
the negotiations with Rome were pending ; these beir.g broken off, 
the payment was declared illegal, and the customary reference to 
Rome for the confirmation of bishops was done away with ; and per- 
sons paying any regard to papal directions in the matter incurred 
the penalties of the statutes of praemunire. 

• See vol. i. pp. 386, 413. 
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reign, it was in reality the effect of causes that had been 
in operation for centuries. The exactions of the papal 
court had been frequently withstood, and its assumption 
of supreme power resisted, long before the time of Wick- 
liffe', but from his days a succession of opponents 
of Rome, and of sufferers for religion, is readily to 
be traced. Wills occasionally occur without any pro- 
vision for masses, an omission which betokens a dis- 
belief of purgatory ; a bishop was in the days of Henry 
YI. removed from office, whose opinions in many points 
resembled those of WickliffeS ; a partial visitation of 
monasteries under Henry VII. exposed many scandals ^ 
and Wolsey set the example of their dissolution by the 
means which he employed to endow his Cardinal's 
College. 

It is certain that in the time of the Tudors the clergy 
were unpopular with the other influential classes, though 
deservedly esteemed the friends of the humble. The 
nobility, who had been impoverished by the civil wars, 
envied the wealth of the Church, the property of which 
had been respected, and even augmented, during its con- 



« See vol. i pp. 306, 314, 322, 330, 858, 386, 388. 

c This was Reginald Peacock, successively bishop of St. Aswh 
and of Chichester. He recommended the study of the Bible to tne 
laity, approved of the marriage of the clei^, and censured ascetic 
observances. These opinions were condemned in a synod held at 
Lambeth in 1457, when he was deprived of his see, obliged to recant, 
and then retired to Thomey Abbey, Cambridgeshire, where he died. 

»» It was conducted by Archbishop Morton, by order of Pope In- 
nocent VIII., and the abuses then discovered and reported to the 
pope afford a strong presumption that Henry's commissioners did 
not invent the enormities they charged on the monastics, which 
they have been accused of doing, though it may well be believed 
that they sought more anxiously to find them guilty than to prove 
them innocent. 
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fusions : the middle class was rising in importance, with 
the extension of commerce, and was desirous to humble 
a power such as that of the ecclesiastical courts, which 
was no doubt in some cases unwisely exercised, and thus 
clashed with the ordinary administration of the laws. 
One instance of this (the case of Bichard Hunne^) re- 
vived the old disputes as to ecclesiastical immunities, and 
induced Henry VIII. to meditate on braving the power 
of Rome, which at the same time was threatened from 
another quarter (Germany^) ; he, however, had no sym- 
pathy with the Lutherans, but, on the contrary, received 
the title of ** Defender of the Faith" for his writings 
against them, and when his breach with the pope actually 
occurred, he still retained those opinions which the Church 
of England rejects as distinctively Romish. 

The Reformation was, indeed, far more a political 
than a religious movement with too many of its for- 
warders ; it was a great work carried on by men actu- 
ated, in the main, by unworthy motives, such as love of 
power and greediness of riches, but by God's pre- 



* Hunoe was a citizen of London^ who died in the bishop's prison, 
where he was confined on a charge of heretical opinions, for which 
he was condemned after death and his body burnt. He had ren- 
dered himself obnoxious to the clergy by a dispute about fees, and 
Dr. Horsey, the bishop's chancellor, was openly accused of his 
miuder. After a vehement resistance on the part of the Convo- 
cation, Horsey was put on his trial, but an arrangement had been 
made, no evidence was offered against him, and he was acquitted. 
Dr. Standish, who had maintained that the clergy were amenable 
to the civil courts, was censured in Convocation, but supported, and 
his views adopted, by the king. 

b The attack on the papacy abroad was led by Martin Luther, 
and some Englishmen (as Tindal and Coverdale, the translators of 
the Bible, Barnes and Cranmer) imbibed many of his views ; but 
the foreign reformers had no influence with the government until 
the reign of Edward VL 
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vidence overruled to good, and thas more a sabject for 
reverent thankfulness than if the means appeared, hu- 
manly speaking, less unsuitable to the end. 

The first steps of the change shew unmistakeably that 
it was the work, not of theologians, but of statesmen. 
The act which caused an irreconcilable breach with 
Rome [25 Hen. VIII. c. 21] was one which, avowedly 
leaving doctrinal matters untouched, assailed its pecu- 
niary interests ; and the visitations, the surrenders, and 
finally the suppression of the monasteries, were partly 
the result of resentment at the opposition of the mo- 
nastics to the steps taken to obtain the divorce of 
Katherine of Arragon^ but much more of a resolve 
to deprive the firmest supporters of the papal power of 
their wealth and consequent influence. The Pilgrimage 
of Grace and other risings shewed that the monks had 
numerous friends, but were insufficient to stay the course 
of politic destruction, which also swept away by the thou- 
sand, chantries, and free chapels, and hospitals"^, and was 

* The Franciscans especially opposed the divorce, and one of their 
number (William or Peter Peto) in a sermon before the kin^ likened 
him to Ahab, and prophesied a similar fete to him. Henry oore this 
apparently unmoved, but the friar thought it prudent to go abroad, 
and he was soon after attainted. He returned in the time of Mar>', 
became her confessor, aided in restoring his convent, and died a car- 
dinal and bishop of Salisbury in 1658. 

■» According to a calculation, which is believed at all events not to 
be in excess, 376 small houses (those estimated at less than £200 per 
annum,) were suppressed in 1536 ; 645 greater houses (twenty nine 
of which entitled their heads to seats in parliament,) were surren- 
dered or seized in 1539 ; 2,300 free chantries and chapels, and 110 
hospitals, in 1545. The rents of their lands, their plate and jewels, 
amoimted to a vast sum ; and it was pretended, to make the con- 
fiscation palatable to the people, that the king would never more 
have to call on ^em for subsidies ; so little was this the case, that 
subsidies and benevolences continued as heavy as ever ; the king's 
debts were dishonestly remitted by the parliament, and both he and 
his two immediate successors died with an empty treasury. 
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even believed to threaten the universities and the parish 
churches^. A comparatively small portion of the spoils 
was devoted to the incongruous uses of the endow- 
ment of six new bishoprics^, and a college in each Uni- 
versity, and the erection of castles for the defence of the 
coast P; but the great bulk was, with worldly wisdom 4, 
distributed among a host of needy and rapacious adven- 
turers, who, as Latimer' remarks, " had become gos- 



• "( 



€K>d*g law is turned 'upso downe,' abbeys and churches over- 
thrown .... and 1 think they will cast down parish churches and 
&U, at the last.'* "I1ie king will- hang in hell one day for the 
plucking down of abbeys." " I fear tlmt within a while the king 
will pull down parish churches. " Such speeches as these, which 
doubtless represent the popular impression, are among the " most 
wicked and execrable words" imputed to Geoffrey Pole and other 
adherents of the cardinal, and punished as treason. See p. 188. 

" Westminster, suppressed in 1650 ; and Bristol, Chester, Glou- 
cester, Oxford and Peterborough, which still exist. Canterbury and 
several other cathedral chapters were remodelled, but with no in- 
crease of revenue. 

' The castles of Sandown, Deal, and Walmer, in Kent, Southsea, 
by Portsmouth, and Sandown, in the Isle of Wight, are among them ; 
a few harbours were also improved ; but these amoimted to but a 
mere fraction of the spoil 

*^ To interest as many persons as possible in maintaining the new 
order of things, some were compelled to exchange their hereditary 
estates for Church lands. Lord Windsor was thus obliged to part 
with his stately mansion of StanweU, and is said to have died of 
vexaUon shortly after. 

, ' Hugh Latimer, the son of a yeoman in Leicestershire, was born 
»n 1470, and was educated in Cambridge. He was at first a vehement 
opponent of the reformers, but being converted by the preaching of 
Thomas Bilney (afterwards a martyr), he maintained their doctrines 
from the pulpit of the university, and was thus exposed to perse- 
cution, but was secured fixsm serious consequences by Cromwell, by 
whose fiavour he obtained the living of West Kington, in Wiltshire. 
In 1535 he was appointed to the see of Worcester, but resigned it in 
1639 on the passing of the Act of Six Articles, and was imprisoned 
for the remainder of Henry's reign. He was released on the acces- 
sion of £dward VI., but declined to undertake again an episcopal 
charge, preferring instead to act as an itinerant preacher ; and he 
thus powerfully contributed to fix the doctrines of the Reformation 
in the minds of the people. On the accessitm of Mary he was com- 
^tted to prison, but after a time carried (with Cranmer and Ridley) 
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pellers for the abbey lands." These men ruthlessly 
destroyed many of the noblest edifices of the country 
merely to sell their materials, desecrated churches, or 
bartered them like merchandize, wantonly or ignorantly 
ruined valuable libraries, threw down tombs and obli- 
terated monumental inscriptions, and cast out the bones 
of the great and good that they might gain a little fur-.l 
ther profit from their leaden coffins and their sepulchral 
brasses'. 

The merely political views of Henry and his con- 
federates equally appear from the course of their dealing 
with the discipline and doctrine of the Church. A lay- 
man (Thomas Cromwell) was appointed " lord vicegerent 
in matters ecclesiastical," and under that title super- 
seded many of the functions of the bishops, and con- 
trolled all the rest. Though Cranmer and some few 
others from the first doubtless had the desire to see 
the errors of Rome repudiated, as eventually came to 
pass, such was by no means the intention of the king. 
Cranmer gained from him permission to prepare a trans- 
lation of the Bible, yet it was hardly completed, when 
its use was limited by Act of Parliament (34 Hen. VIII. 
c. 1), and attempts were made to supersede it by books 
drawn up in the king's name, which were asserted 
to contain " all necessary doctrine," but, except in mat- 
ters avowedly levelled at the " usurped power of the 
Bishop of Rome," differed little from what had been 



to Oxford to hold a public disputation, which was managed with 
manifest unfairness, was condemned as a heretic, and at length burnt, 
Oct. 16, 1555, being then 85 years of age. 

• The bones of King Stephen were torn from their resting-place 
and thrown into the sea, from this cause. See vol. L p. 236. 
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formerly taught^. It was not until near the close of 
Henry's life that Cranmer was allowed to prepare a few 
prayers and a litany in English, and to commence an ex- 
amination of the mass, hat these were necessary steps 
to the great work of Edward's reign, the compilation of 
oQr Book of Common Prayer and administration of the 
Sacraments. 



IRELAND. 

A.D. 1534. The earl of Kildare is summoned to 
England in Fehruary, and is soon after thrown into the 
Tower. 

Although this imprisonment was owing to the com- 
plaints of his council, Kildare had yet sufficient influence 
to cause his son Thomas to he received as deputy, and 
he had also stored his castles with arms and ammunition. 
The young lord, who was known as Silken Thomas (from 
his customary rich attire and his courtly manners), no 
sooner heard of the imprisonment of his father than he 
formally resigned his office (June 11, 1534), and at- 
tempted to capture the castle of Dublin ; but, failing in 
that, seized the archbishop of Dublin (John Allen) near 
Waterford, when fleeing to England for succour, and put 
him to death (July 28). Skeffington was now appointed 

'The chief of these books were, a Primer, published in 1535, 
which was mainly an explanation of the Ten Commandments, the 
Ijord's Prayer, and the Apostles' Creed ; a series of Articles, "de- 
^^^ by tiie khig's highness to establish Christian quietness and 
^ty among us" (1636) ; the Institution of a Christian Man, or the 
Bishops* Book (1537) ; and the Necessary Doctrine and Erudition 
ror any Christian Man, or the King's Book (1543). The Articles 
™ the Institution a^ee in all essential points, but the Erudition 
inculcates many Bomish dogmas which they had condenmed. 
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deputy, having Lord Leonard Grey^ as his marshal; 
Thomas was defeated and surrendered^ (Aug. 1535); 
five of his uncles also were captured early in 1536, and 
being sent to England the whole six were hanged at 
Tyburn (Feb. 3, 1537), the old earl having long before 
died in the Tower (Dec. 12, 1534). The next heir, 
Gerald, a lad of twelve years of age at his father's deatli, 
after lurking about in the care of his tutor, Thomas 
Leverousy, for a time, escaped into France (March, 
1540), was protected by his kinsman, Cardinal Pole, and 
eventually restored to his ancestral honours by Mary 
(May 14, 1554.) although his attainder was not reversed 
until the year 1569. 

Skeffington died in office in 1537. and was succeeded 
by Lord Leonard Grey, who proclaimed the king's su- 
premacy, suppressed monasteries, burnt the most vener- 
ated relics, and carried on the spoliation of the Church 
with a high hand ; but, though in this he only acted up 
to his instructions, and also shewed vigour and address 
in contending with the rebels^, he was at last accused by 

* Son of Thomas, marquis of Dorset, and uncle of Lady Jane 
Grey. 

X His name is to be seen rudely cut on the wall of the Beau- 
champ Tower, in the Tower of London ; and a letter of his remaim 
in the State Paper Office, in which he requests his ''trusty and well* 
beloved servant, John Kothe," to procure him the sum of £20 from 
O'Brien, with whom he had left his plate. ** I never had any money 
since I came into prison," he says, " but one noble, nor hose, doublet, 

shoes, or shirt, but one and I have gone bare-foot and bare- 

le^ed divers times, when it hath not been very warm ; and so I 
should have done still, and now, but that poor prisoners, of their 
gentleness, have sometimes given me old hose, and shoes, and old 
shirts." 

' Afterwards dean of St. Patrick and bishop of Kildare, but ex- 
pelled in the time of Elizabeth ; he retired to Adair, near Limerick, 
and for many years supported himself by keeping a school, having 
Richard Creagh, the deprived archbishop of Armagh, for his usher. 

> In the State Paper Office is a document contaimng a list of trea- 
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his council of being in league with them% was recalled, 
imprisoned in the Tower, and at last beheaded, June 28, 
1541. 

A.I). 1534. The succession to the throne regulated 
by parliament, [25 Hen. YIII. c. 22]. The king's mar- 
riage with Katherine of Arragon was declared invalid^, 
and that with Anne Boleyn good ; the penalties of treason 
(or of misprision of treason if the opposition was con- 
fined to words) being incurred by all who maintained 
the contrary**. 

Elizabeth Barton, styled the Holy Maid of Kent, (who 
had uttered pretended revelations condemning the king's 
conduct,) is executed with several of her associates*^, 
April 21. John Fisher, bishop of Rochester, accused of 
having countenanced her, is committed to the Tower, 
and very harshly treated. 

WiUiam, lord Dacre, warden of the west marches, is 
tried on a charge of treasonable correspondence vnth 
the Scots, but acquitted, July 9. 

The first fruits and tenths of all benefices are granted 
to the crown*, [26 Hen. VIII. c. 3]. 

tiee, twenty-seven in number, ooneluded by him with the native and 
Anglo-Irk^ chie&, who oonfeas their allegiance to the king, and pro- 
miae, aome money^ but more military service. 

a His sister was Elildare's second wife, and he was thought to have 
feivoured the escape of the young Gerald. 

^ By another act of the same session [c. 28.] she was forbidden 
to be any more styled queen, but was to be called "the princess 
dowager." 

* ^ oath in the sense of this statute was ordered to be taken by 
all persons, but as it contained also an acknowledgment of the king 
as supreme head of the Church, it was refused by Sir Thomas More, 
who was in consequence sent to the Tower. 

* She and six of her abettors had bem attainted, and Bishop 
Fisher and five others condemned to unpnaonment for life by sta- 
tute, [25 Hen. VIII. c. 12]. 

* By a subsequent statute [27 Hen. V IIL c. 42], the Universities 
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Many new offences made high treason, hy the parlia- 
ment, [c. 13. 

Among these were attempting, or wishing, any hodily 
harm to the king or queen ; denying any of their titles ; 
slandering them as heretics ; and the more palpable 
ofience of attempting to keep possession of forts, ships, 
arms, &c. belonging to the king, when legally sammoned 
to surrender them. 

The king is empowered to appoint suffragan bishops ', 
[c. 14]. 

Bishop Fisher, Sir Thomas More, Thomas, earl of 
Kildare, and others, attainted, [cc. 22, 23, 25]. 

A.D. 1535. The king formally assumes the title of 
'*on earth Supreme Head of the Church of England ?," 
Jan. 15. 

Houghton, Webster, and Laurens, priors of Carthu- 
sian houses, two priests and a monk, (Feron, Hale, and 
Reynolds,) are convicted of treason for speaking against 
the king's marriage and his supremacy, April 29. 

Bishop Fisher (styled in the indictment late bishop of 
Rochester) and three Carthusians (Middlemore, Exmew, 
and Newdygate) are convicted for denying the king^s 



of Oxford and Cambridge were excused fix>m these pajmeDts on 
condition of providing certain lecturers in Greek, Hebrew, &c. ; 
and the colleges of Winchester and Eton, for the same exemption, 
were to celebrate obits for the king. 

' The places for which they mi^ht be appointed are enumerated 
in the act ; they amount to 26 ; viz., Bedfora, Berwick, Bridgwater, 
Bristol, Cambridge, Colchester, Dover, St. German's, Gloucester, 
Grantheon, Guildrord, Hull, Huntingdon, Ipswich, Leicester, Marl- 
borough, Nottingham, "Pereth," Penrith, Shaftesbury, Shrewsbury, 
Southampton, »>uthmolton, Taunton, Thetford, and the Isle of 
Wight 

« This was in virtue of stat. 26 Hen. VIII. c. 1, which de- 
clares the king "shall be taken, accepted and reputed the only 
supreme head in earth of the Church of England, called Angli- 
cana Ecdesia." 
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supremacy, June 11 and 17; and Sir Thomaa Moie 
is condemned on a similar charge, July 1 ^. 

Thomas Cromwell is appointed vicar-general with 
extensive power in ecclesiastical affairs. One of his first 
steps is a visitation of the monasteries. 

James Y . sails from Leith* to Galloway with a power- 
ful fleet, and reduces the turbulent msular clans to his 
obedience. 

A.D. 1536. Queen Katherine dies at Kimbolton, 
Jan. 7. 

Piracy ordered to be tried by the king's commis- 
sioners', [27 Hen. VIII. c. 4]. 

Sanctuary men ordered to wear badges, and forbidden 
to carry weapons or to be out at nights, on pain of for- 
feiture of theu* privileges, [c. 19]. 

Vagabonds and sturdy beggars subjected to severe 
punishment; whipping for the first offence., loss of an 
ear for the second, and hanging for the third, [c. 25]. 

Wales incorporated into and united with England, 
[c. 86]. 

The statute provided that all persons born in Wales 

^ The offence of the bishop, Sir Thomas More, the prion and 
Reynolds, according to their indictments, consisted in openly say* 
iog, when in custody in the Tower, "The king, our sovereign lora, 
is not supreme head in earth of the Church of England." The priests 
uttered " execrable words" against the king, describing him as "the 
most cruellest, capital heretic, de&cer and treader under foot of 
Christ and of His Chiu^h," wished for his speedv death, and spoke 
of his marriage with "his wife of fornication, this matron Axme,'* 
as a matter of the highest shame and undoing to himself and all 
the realm. The ecclesiastics were executed at Tyburn, soon after ; 
Bisl^ Fisher, June 22, and Sir Thomas More, July 6, on Tower hilL 

^ The reason given is, that the process in the Admiral's court, 
being according to the civil law, is intolerably expensive and tedious, 
and thereby &vours the escape of malefiictors. There is another 
statute on the same subject, [28 Hen. YUI. a 15]. 
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were to enjoy like liberties as those bom in England ; 
the English laws were to be extended to Wales, and all 
suits to be carried on in the English language ; a chan- 
cery and an exchequer were to be established at Bxeck- 
nock and Denbigh ; lands were to descend according to 
English law, and Welsh laws and customs to be inquired 
into by a commission^. 

The Court of Augmentations established for manage- 
ment of the revenues expected to be derived from the 
suppression of the monasteries, [c. 27]^. 

All the smaller monasteries and nunneries (such, 
namely, as had less than £200 of yearly revenue) dis- 
solved, and their effects granted to the crown, [c. 28.] 

A code of ordinances for the government of Calais 
enacted, [c. 63]. 

The Protestant princes of Germany endeavour to in- 
duce the king to put himself at the head of their league. 

The queen (Anne) is suddenly sent to the Tower, 
May 2; four of her alleged paramours (Sir Francis 
Weston, Brereton, Norris, and Smeaton"^) are tried. 
May 12, and executed. May 1 7. 

The queen and her brother, Lord Rochford, are tried, 
and pronounced guilty of adultery and incest. May 15 ; 
the queen's marriage with the king is set aside on the 
allegation of a pre-contract with Lord Henry Percy, 
May 17; she is executed within the Tower, May 19; 
Rochford had been executed May 17. 

k The laws and customs of North Wales were excepted from this 
inauiry. 

^ The lands were so profusely granted away that this court soon 
became a nullity, and was abohshed. 

* Smeaton pleaded guilty to the charge of adultery, but denied 
the treason alleged agi^osi him ; the others denied both eharge& 
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The king marries Jane Seymour'^, at Wolf-hall, near 
Chilton, in Wiltshire, May 20. 

The Princess Mary is received into the king's favour, 
on acknowledging him as " supreme head in earth un- 
der Christ of the Church of England," and also confess- 
ing that her mother's marriage was justly set aside®. 

» She was the daughter of Sir John Seymour, a Wiltshire knight. 
Her brother Edward was created viscount Beauchamp on the occa- 
sion of her marriage, and earl of Hert- 
ford soon after, and an augmentation 
was granted to his family arms. He 
next received the appointment of lord 
chamberlain, but he was also made 
captain of Jersey, and was actively 
employed on several occasions both in 
Scotland and France, being often asso- 
ciated with Dudley, who finally brought 
him to the scaffold. Hertford succeeded 
the earl of Surrey as governor of Bou- 
logne, was named by Henry VIII. one 
of his executors, and under his nephew 
£dward VI. he became protector, lord 
treasurer, earl marshal, and duke of 
Somerset. He did not, however, long 
hold these high offices ; he was driven 
from the council and imprisoned, and though soon released, and 
apparently reconciled to Warwick (their children intermarried), 
the latter was resolved to destroy him, and the duke was be- 
headed on what appears to have been a false charge of conspiring 
against the life of his rival, Jan. 22, 1662. He had long been unpo- 

Sular, from consenting to the execution of his brother (Lord Thomas 
eymour), and for the rapacity he had shewn in gaining estates from 
the crown, as well as for building a stately palace in the Strand 
(Somerset-house) with the materials of churches pulled down for the 
purpose, although he professed himself a sincere follovirer of the doc- 
trines of the Reformation, and his fall was httJe lamented. His 
duchess (to whose proud spirit was attributed his fatal quarrel with 
his brother) was imprisoned in the Tower, but was released by Mary 
on her accession, and lived until 1687. 

• She wrote, by the advice and direction of Cromwell, letters to 
him expressing her deep penitence for having withstood his "most 
just and virtuous laws ;" she was also obliged to &>nfess that her 
mother*s marriage was "incestuous and unlawful" These letters 
have been commented on as proofs of her insincerity, but the great- 
est blame must rest on the neartless parent who could extoi*t such 
submissions from a daughter. 




Anu of Srymovr. 
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The succession to the throne is a second time regu- 
lated by act of parliament, [28 Hen. VIII. c. 7p]. 

A further act passed to extinguish the authority of 
the bishop of Rome, [c. 10], by which, refusing to make 
oath of the king's supremacy is again declared treason. 

The king's successor empowered to set aside any laws 
that may be passed before he attains his 24th year, [c. 1 7.] 

Lord Thomas Howard (son of the duke of Norfolk) 
and the lady Margaret Douglas (the king's niece) are 
sent to the Tower, in consequence of making a contract 
of marriage % without permission, July. 

Heginald Pole' publishes a book " De Unitate £k;cle- 

p By tliis act Anne Boleyn was attainted, her daughter bas- 
tardized, and the succession ascribed to the issue of Jane Seymour ; 
the penalties of treason being incurred by all opposers. 

1 Lord Ihomas died about a year after^ ana the lady was then 
released ; she eventually married the earl of Lenox, and became the 
mother of Damley . 

' He was the younger brofcher of Lord Montacute, and grandson 
of George, duke of Cl^nce. He was bom in the year 1500, and was 
educate at the king's expense both at Oxford and at Paris, very 
early received Church preferment, and was intended for the see of 
York, when it became vacant by the death of Wolsey. Pole, how- 
ever, conscientiously expressed his dislike of the king's proceedings 
in the matter of the divorce, continued to reside abroad, and re- 
mained unconvinced by the axguments of Sampson and ofiiers who 
wrote books in support of Henry's views. He repUed to Sampson 
with considerable asperity, and by some personiu reflections gave 
mortal offence to Henry, who had him attainted, and, as he could 
not seize his person, put his mother and several members of his 
fiEkmily to death for corresponding with him. Pole was now made a 
cardinal, and sent as papal nuncio into Flanders ; he afterwards 
attended the Council of Trent, and on the death of Pope Paul IV. 
had the offer of succeeding Yam, but declined the dignity. On the 
accession of Mary his attainder was reversed, he came to England, 
where he effected a formal reconciliation of the kiogdom with the 
Holy See, and was made archbishop of Canterbury. The cruelties of 
Mary's reign do not seem in any way imputable to Pole, although as 
papal legate the proceedings were often taken in his name ; in fact, 
from his mildness, his conduct Fas di^leasing at Rome, and he would 
have been removed from his office but for the personal favour of the 
queen, who refused to admit any other legate, although the person 
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siastica," in which he severely condemns the king's 
separation from Rome. 

An insurrection breaks out in Lincolnshire, occasioned 
by the suppression of the smaller monasteries, September; 
the insurgents disperse, on promise of pardon, October. 

The people of Yorkshire took up arms on the same ac- 
count, shortly after. They styled their expedition the Pil- 
grimage of Grace, carried banners on which were de- 
picted the five wounds of Christ, demanded the driving 
away of base-born councillors, the suppression of heresy, 
and the restitution of the goods of the Church. They 
were headed by Robert Aske, a gentleman of Doncaster, 
but were soon joined by the archbishop of York (Ed- 
ward Lee), Lords Darcy, Latimer, Lumley, Scroop, Sir 
Thomas Percy and others, and seized York and Hull. 
The duke of Norfolk was despatched against them, but 
finding them too strong, he negotiated, and at length 
induced them to disperse before Christmas, by the offer 
of a general pardon, and the promise that a parliament 
should be held next year in the north, by which their 
grievances were to be redressed. 

A.n. 1537- A fresh insurrection breaks out early in 
the year, in the north ; also another in Somersetshire ; 
both are promptly suppressed, and many executions fol- 
low'. Lords Darcy and Hussey, Sir Robert Constable, 

immed was Friar Peto, her own confessor, and a man wno had suf- 
fered many years' exile for adyocating the cause of her mother, even 
to Henry's fiice. Pole died Nov. 18, 1558, and was buried in his 
(Kithedral, leaving behind him the character of a strictly conscien- 
tious man, of a mild, generous and tolerant spirit, and if not in- 
clined (as some of his cotemporaries supposed) to Protestantism, 
yet anxious for the removal of known abuses from his Church. 

' The king wrote thus to the duke of Norfolk, Feb. 22, 1637: 
" We do right well approve and allow your proceedings in the dis- 
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Sir Francis Bigot, Sir Thomas Percy, Sir John Bulmer, 
Robert Aske, and others, are seized, tried, and executed, 
as are the abbots of Barlings, Fountains, and Jervaux 
(Matthew Mackerell, William Thriske, and Adam Sed- 
lar*), Whalley, Woburn, and Sawley (John Paslew, John 
Hops, and William Tra£Ford), and the prior of Bridlington 
(William Wood). 

The queen (Jane) dies, Oct. 24. 

The duke of Norfolk is recalled, and his place sup- 
plied by a board of commissioners styled the Council of 
the North «. 



IRELAND. 
In 1537 Anthony St. Leger and three other English 

playing of our banner. And forasmuch as the same is now spread 
and displayed, by reason whereof, till the same shall be closed 
again, the course of our laws must give place to the ordinances and 
statutes martial, our pleasure is, that before you close up our said 
banner again, ycu shall, in any wise, cause such dreadful execution 
to be done upon a good number of the inhabitants of every town, 
village and hamlet, that have offended in this rebellion, as well by 
the hanging of them up in trees, as by the quartering of them, and 
the setting of their heads and quarters in every town, great and 
small, and in all such other places, as they may be a feiuful spec* 
tacle to all other hereafter that would practise any like matter: 
which we require you to do, without pity or respect, according to 
our former letters. The rebelhon is imputed to the ''solicitation 
and traitorous conspiracy of the monks and canons," and the duke 
is directed to visit Hexham, Sawley, Newminster, Lanercost, and 
other abbeys and priories, and to ** cause all the monks and canons 
that be in any wise faulty, to be tied up, without further delay or 
ceremony, to the terrible example of others ; wherein we think you 
shall do unto us high service. " 

* His name is so spelled in the indictment against him (May 17, 
1537), but there remains an inscription in the Beauchamp Tower 
which reads " adam : sedbar abbas : jobeyall 1537." 

B This council had a Lord President, whose residence was usually 
at York. ; it continued until the time of Charles I. 
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gentlemen were sent as a commission of inquiry to 
Ireland. 

Beside endeavouring to obtain a subsidy to reimburse 
the king's charges in repressing the rebellion of the 
Fitzgeralds, the commissioners were directed to examine 
the conduct of the deputy (Lord Leonard Grey) and his 
council*, and, preparatory to introducing the king's laws 
in every part, to report on the exactions and oppressions 
of the great landholders. Accordingly they held inquests 
in various places, both in the pale and the so-called 
Ekiglish districts, and their reports, preserved in the State 
Paper Office y, fully justify the complaints of the writer 
of the paper of 1515 already referred to*. 

The customary feudal burdens, which pressed heavily 
on their brethren in England, were almost entirely 
evaded by the Anglo-Irish nobles. One (the earl of 
Desmond) maintained that he was legally exempt from 
attendance in parliament, and the others only obeyed 
the king's deputy's summons, either in war or peace, 
when it pleased themselves ; they, however, when sum- 



■ In a letter, dated Feb. 25, 1537) announcing the appointment of 
this commission, the king charges them with wasting his revenue, 
or applying it to their own purposes. The council, in answer, deny 
the chaises, and say to Cromwell, " Would to God his majesty and. 
your lordship did know our gains and riches, which is so great, 
that we, of the mean sort of this council, being his grace's officers, 
amongst us all be not worth in money and plate £1000 Irish, which 
is a small substance for us all, being in the rooms that we be under 
his grace. We be no purchasers of possessions, builders, dicers, no 
cttfders, neither yet pompous householders, whereby we should con- 
sume our profits and gains, if we had them. Wherefore we most 
humbly beseech your good lordship to be mean to his grace to accept 
us, being poor men, as his true and faithftil subjects.*' 

1 A summary of them will be found in the State Papers of Henry 
VIII. Part II. p. 610-512, note. 

■ Seep. U7. 
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moned, regularly assessed their presumed expenses on 
their tenantry, whether they moved from their castles 
or not. 

The lords usually would not suffer the king's courts 
to he held within their districts, and they heavily fined 
their tenants if they repaired for justice to the walled 
towns, where the hurgesses kept themselves in some 
measure, though not entirely, free from their exactions. 
They instead upheld the Brehon law, which was more 
profitahle to themselves, as, according to that system, 
murders, manslaughters, and other violences were atoned 
for by a fine, called herick, and theft by another, termed 
canne; but these sums, which varied with the supposed 
wealth of the offender, were never given to the injured 
parties^; they were either taken by the lord, or shared 
between him and his brehon, or judge. In all suits of 
a civil nature, a large sum {oylegeag) was payable by 
each party to the brehon ; and another, at least as large 
(bieng), was necessary as a bribe for the lord's favour^. 

The recognised rent of each ploughland was one 
bushel of summer oeUs, but this was usually increased 
tenfold, and sums of money in addition {hyerahe) were 
exacted quarterly. The husbandman's produce was taken 
from him at the lord's own price^, unless he redeemed it 
by a fine ; a tribute of milk was exacted for each of his 



* It was otherwise among our Saxon forefathers (see voL 1. p. 164) * 
but these lordly plunderers knew no law but their own pleasure ana 
profit. 

** These two payments amounted in general to one-fifth of the 
value of the claim firom each party. 

" And also at the lord's own measure : one noble (William Ber- 
mimrham) is mentioned as taking things at the rate of 16 quarts to 
the gallon. 
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C0W8 ; he had to furnish annually for each ploughland 
a week's labour in strengthening the ditches and fences, 
and two days' work of an axeman to fell timber ; he 
had to supply carts and cattle for conveying the goods 
and chattels and building materials of the lord, and the 
plunder of his armed followers ; yet these afforded him 
so little protection^ that he was also obliged to pay black 
rent to the neighbouring Irish chiefs ; and if his com or 
cattle were carried off and recovered, the lord appro- 
priated it to himself®. 

But the greatest grievance of all was the exaction 
called coin and livery, which in numberless documents 
is emphatically stated to be " the cause why the land be 
so Irish and so poor." This consisted in the exaction 
of meat, drink, and lodging, for three or four nights at 
a time, and a sum of money beside, for the support of 
the soldiery of each chief ; and it was as frequently prac- 
tised by the king's deputies as any of the rest ^ It was 
very common also to demand quarters for a larger num- 
ber than were actually present {black men), any demur as 
to which was punished by a fine of a row {kyntroisk) ; 
and if any tenant escaped such quartering for a while, he 
was made to pay heavily for the exemption. Every birth, 
marriage, or death in the lord's family occasioned the 

* The king's castles are stated to have all fallen to ruin, and those 
of the marchers were mere receptacles of plunder ; the marchmen 
were looked on as worse enemies than the ''mere Irish" to those 
who had anjiihin^ to lose. 

* Lady Ejathenne Peer improved on this ; she not only kept the 
property recovered by her soldiers, but levied a fine on the husband- 
man for his negligence in losing it. 

' The deputies are charged beside with levying money for roads, 
journeys, and hostings (expeditions of various magnitude against the 
" wild Irish"), and applymg it to their own use. 
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demand of a sheep from each husbandman, and a cow 
from each village ; money was levied (srahe) for the ex- 
penses of journeys, never undertaken, to Dublin or to 
England. Forced contributions of food and money (foy 
and pay, and mertyeght,) relieved the lord &om all ex- 
penditure of his own when he had guests; when he 
hunted, his dogs were regaled with bread and milk, or 
butter ; and whole quarters of oats were demanded when 
most scarce, for his " great horse," and a composition in 
money exacted. The Anglo-Saxon king claimed the 
labour of his freemen to build his residences ; but the 
Irish noble exacted mustrons for the keep of all his 
various craftsmen, from masons to tailors ; he, however, 
seldom lived at home, but passed his time in periodical 
visits, with an unlimited retinue, to his tenants, when 
meat, drink, lodging, candle, and a present at parting 
had to be provided. Four such visits to pass the night 
(called cody^ or cosher), were usually bestowed on each 
husbandman, while more occasional visits were often paid 
for the express purpose of ruining (" eating up") an ob- 
noxious inferior. 

Burdensome as these exactions were, matters were 
rendered still worse by the insolence and rapacity of the 
assessors, or harbingers, as they were termed, who 
seized far more than they accounted for to their lords, 
unless conciliated by a payment of black money to them- 
selves. 

Neglect of duty and disorderly life is in many instances 
alleged against the clergy, as well as the taking of exor- 
bitant fees on causes in the spiritual courts. One exac- 



' See TOl. i. p. 165. 
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tion much complained of was portion canon, a sum of 
variable, but heavy amount levied on the death of a man 
or his wife, in addition to the ordinary mortuary fees. 

St. Leger, the chief commissioner* became deputy, in 
1540, but does not seem to have remedied any of the 
abuses that he has recorded ; and the country continued 
in much the same state during the remainder of this and 
the two succeeding reigns. 



A.D. 1538. The king enters into a negotiation with 
the Protestant princes, for a league against the emperor, 
but it is broken off, through the dissimilarity of their re- 
ligious views**. 

The emperor and the king of Erance agree to a ten years' 
truce, June 28 ; the pope (Paul III.) publishes a bull 
(Dec. 17) excommunicating and deposing Henry, and 
endeavours, but in vain, to induce them to endeavour to 
put it in execution*. 

Cromwell issues Injunctions to the clergy, one article 
of which directs the setting up of the Bible in English '^ 
in each church, and another orders the keeping of a 
register of births, deaths, and marriages^ September. 

^ A deputation of iheir divines came to England, but they could 
not agree with the king, who quarrelled with nothing papal except 
the supremacy. 

^ The document is dated Aug. 31, 1535, but its publication had 
hitherto been withheld in the hope of an accommodation. 

k This was most probably Coverdale's translation, which had just 
appeared with a dedication to the king. It was speedily followed 
by another translation, known as Matthews's, permission to circulate 
which was sought by Cranmer, in a letter to Cromwell, Aug. 4, 1537, 
"until such time that we the bishops shall set forth a better 
translation, which 1 think," he says, '' will not be until a day after 
doomsday." 

i This direction occasioned great discontent among the people, as 
they conceived the roister was intended as l^e instrument of some 
new taxation. 
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Becket's shrine, and many similar objects of pil- 
grimage, plundered and destroyed. 

The king assists at a public disputation on the cor- 
poral presence in the eucharist, which dogma he main- 
tains against John Nicholson (or Lambert), a school- 
master", November. 

Many of the relatives and friends of Cardinal Pole° 
are accused of treason, and executed; and his mother, 
Margaret, countess of Salisbury, is imprisoned in the 
Tower. 

A.D. 1539. The parliament meets, April 28, when 
the countess of Salisbury and several other persona in 
custody are attainted without trial. 

The king*8 proclamations declared as valid as acts of 
parliament, [31 Hen. VIII. c. 8o]. 

"* Lambert was silenced, and refusing to retract his opinions, was 
burnt shortly after. 

■ His brothers, Henry, lord Montacute, and Sir G^eoffirey Pole, 
Henry, marquis of Exeter, Sir Edward Neville, Crofts and Collins, 
priests, and Holland, a mariner, were convicted on charges of cor- 
responding with him, denying the king's supremacy, and further 
expressing their opinion that "knaves ruled about the king," and 
that Henry himself was "a beast, and worse than a beast." Sir 
Nicholas Carew was soon after convicted for holdmg discourses 
about ''a change in the world" with the marquis of Exeter. Qeof- 
frey Pole's life was spared, but the others were all executed, (Jan. 
9, Mar. 3, 1539). It is usually said that he bore witness against 
his brother, who was convicted the day before he himself was tried. 
He passed the remainder of his days in prison, and, as appears 
from an inscription in the Beauchamp Tower, was alive as ute as 
1662. 

° Persons offending against this act were to be judged by a larger 
number of the council than could be convenienUy assemDled, askd 
tnerefore in 1544 another aot was passed [34 & 35 Hen. VIII. c. 
23], giving authority to a much smaller number to decide. One of 
the most remarkable of these proclamations is that dated Nov. 16, 
1538, which stigmatizes 'lliomas a Becket as a traitor, and forbids 
his being any longer received as a saint ; the plunder and destruc- 
tion of his rich shrine at Canterbury had been effected not long 
before. 
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The king empowered to erect bishops' sees and ap- 
point bishops by his letters patent, [c. 9]. 

The place of peers in parliament determined by sta- 
tute, [c. 10]. 

All monasteries dissolved and granted to the kingP, 
[c. 13]. 

An act passed "for abolishing diversity of opinions 
in certain articles concerning Christian religion," [c. 
14.] 

Such was the title given to a merciless statute, better 
known as the Statute of the Six Articles, the passing of 
which proved a great discouragement to Cranmer and 
other sincere friends of the Reformation. Transubstan* 
tiation, communion in one kind, vows of chastity, private 
masses, celibacy of the clergy, and auricular confession, 
were asserted to be agreeable to the law of God; the 
denial of the first was to be punished as heresy, the rest 
as felony. Commissioners were appointed to carry the 
act into execution, but the number of offenders was 
found so great (500 were apprehended in London alone, 
in a short time, principally for denying the real presence) 
that the Romish party became alarmed, and ventured to 
enforce its penalties but in few instances. 

Shaxton and Latimer, bishops of Salisbury and Wor- 
cester, resign their sees into the king's hands, July 1 ; 
they are both committed to prison as " sacramentarian 
heretics." 

Several castles built on the sea-coast with the spoils 

^ Many had already been surrendered, but the abbots and monks, 
having only life interests therein, had exceeded their power in so 
doing ; this act was therefore necessary to the legal security of the 
grantees or purchasers of the spoil. 
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of the moDasteries, an apprehension being entertained of 
an invasion to pnt in execution the papal bull. 

The abbots of Glastonbury, Reading, and Colchester, 
(Richard Whiting, Hugh Feringdon, and John Beche,) 
executed as traitors 4, Nov. 14, Dec. 1. 

A.D. 1540. The king, at the instigation of Crom- 
well, marries Anne of Cleves^ Jan. 6. 

Wills regulated by statute [32 Hen. VIII. c. 1]. 

Sanctuaries regulated, their number, and the number 
of inmates, limited [c. 12]. 

A navigation act passed, by which freight is regulated, 
[c. 14]. 

The order of St. John of Jerusalem suppressed ^ 
[c. 24]. 

Three anabaptists burnt in Southwark, AprU 29. 

Cromwell is accused of treason at the council-board, 
by the duke of Norfolk, and committed to the Tower, 
June 10 ; he is attainted by act of parliament, June 29, 
and beheaded, July 28. 

The Convocation is empowered by commission to try 
the validity of the king's last marriage, July 6 ; it is 

* They were chained with denyiog the king's supremac^r* and 
also with sending assistance to the insurgents in 1537, "but their rea 
offanoe seems to have been their steady refusal to surrender their 
houses. 

* The daughter of John III., duke of Cleves. 

* The statute states that certain members of the order upheld the 
pope's usurped power, and slandered the king and his councillors. 
Its possescdons were seized^ but considerable pensions were allowed 
to Sir WiUiam Weston and Sir John Rawlins, Its heads, on condition 
of dropping their titles of lord prior and prior of Kilmainham; 
members who were abroad were offered pensions if they returned, 
but were to have nothing if they remained out of the king's obe- 
dience. Rawson was made Viscount Clontarff, and lived into the 
rei^ of Edward VL, but Weston died on the very day that he was 
obhged to leave his priory. 
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pronounced invalid, July 10, and abrogated by parlia- 
ment, July 24 S [c. 25], 

The king marries Katherine Howard, the niece of the 
duke of Norfolk, at Oatlands, July 28. 

Barnes, Gerard, and Jerome, burnt as heretics, and 
Abel, Fetherstone, and Powell, executed at the same 
time, in Sroithfield, as traitors^, July 30. 

Laurence Cook', prior of Doncaster, Home, a lay 
brother of the Charter House, Bronholme, a priest, and 
four gentlemen, executed together at Tyburn, for deny- 
ing the royal supremacy, Aug. 4. 

The Privy Council Register commences, Aug. 18. A 
second secretary of state is appointed about the same 
time. 

A.D. 1541. The countess of Salisbury is beheaded y, 
May 27. 

Lord Dacre of the South (Thomas Fiennes) tried and 
convicted of murder', June 27. 

t Anne of Cleyes fonnally consented to the terms of separation, 
July 11 ; she continued to reside in England until her death, 
which occurred at Chelsea, July 17, 1557 ; she was buried at West- 
minster with much pomp, Aug. 4. Her will shews great considera- 
tion for her servants, and gives a very £stvourable impression of her 
character. 

> The whole of these sufferers were clergymen of the universitieB, 
estimable for their learning and the purity of their lives. Abel had 
been chaplain to Katherine of Arragon, and he and his two com- 
panions wero condemned for affirming the legality of her marria^. 
Abel was confined in the Beauchamp Tower, whore his inscrq)- 
tion (THOMAS and "A" on a bell) still remains. 

' He also was imprisoned in the Beauchamp Tower, as is evidenced 
by his inscription ** doctor cook : 1540." 

y The chaiige against her was that she had favoured the rising 
called the'Pil^mage of Grace, and had since corresponded with her 
son, (WdiDal role. 

* He had, in company with some wHd companions, forcibly en- 
tered the park of Nicholas Pelham, at Laughton, in Suasex^ with 
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Lord Leonard Grey, late deputy of Ireland, is exe. 
cuted, June 28. 

Sir David Genson, a knight of St. John, is hanged 
for denying the king's supremacy, July 1 ; a Welsh 
minstrel is executed on the same day, for singing a 
" prophecy" against the king. 

The king makes a progress in the north, and receives 
large sums of money from the parties to the recent in- 
surrections. 

The Scots make an inroad, and ravage Northumber« 
land. 

The queen (Katherine Howard) is charged with im- 
pure living, and sent to the Tower, in November ; two of 
her paramours, Culpeper and Dereham, are tried Dec. 1, 
and executed Dec, 10 ; Lord William Howard and seve- 
ral other persons are tried and convicted of concealing 
her unchaste life, Dec. 22. 

A.D. 1542. A bill of attainder against the queen and 
her confederates is brought into parliament Jan. 21, and 
receives the royal assent, at the request of the Houses, 
very shortly after, [33 Hen. VIII. c. 21.] 

Offences committed in the king*s palace ordered to be 
tried by a jury of the royal household, [c. 12j. 

The diocese of Chester and the Isle of Man trans* 
ferred from the province of Canterbury to that of York, 
[c. 31]. 

dogA and nets for the purpose of hunting ; they were opposed in 
their *' traitorous intention by three keepers, one of whom (John 
Bushbridge) was mortally wounded in the scufiSe, April 30, 1541. 
Lord Dacre, after a part of the evidence had been heard, pleaded 
guilty, and threw hixnself on the king's meroy ; he was neverthelees 
executed, June 29. 



HXNBT Vni« 



193 



The king takes the title of King of r 
Ireland, instead of Lord% Jan. 23. 

Several of the Irish chieftains are 
made peers of parliament^. 

The qaeen is examined by the arch- 
bishop of Canterbury, and confesses 
the looseness of her life ; she is exe- A»«ioftjMMtu,a»«cf 

cuted, with Lady Rochford, Feb. 12. 




SCOTLAND. 

A.D. 1542. The Scots and the English make several 
devastating inroads, in one of which Sir Robert Bowes, 
the warden of the east marches, is taken prisoner, at 
Halydon-rigg, Aug. 24. 

The duke of Norfolk burns Kelso, but shortly after 
retires to Bervnck. 

James sends an army to invade Cumberland; from 
hatred of the general (Oliver Sinclair, a court favourite), 
they disband, on the banks of the Esk, the nobles and 
gentry giving themselves up prisoners, Nov. 25. 



a This had been advised by the deputy and council of Ireland some 
years before, at the beginning of his differences with the pope, who 
was still generally r^arded as the feudal superior of the land, as he 
had been ages oefore (see an instance of tnis, vol. i. p. 870). The 
change was confirmed in 1544, by act of parliament, [86 Hen. YIIT. 
c.8]. 

^ The title of Lord Carbeij was conferred on William Berming- 
ham, June 17* 1641: Con O'lNeal and his son Matthew were created 
earl of Tyrone and Lord Dungannon, Oct. 1, 1542 ; Morogh O'Brien 
was made earl of Thomond, Ulick Burke, earl of Olaurickard, and 
Donough O'Brien, Lord Ibracken, July 1, 1548. 
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James dies at Falkland, Dec. 14 ; he is succeeded by 
his infant daughter, Mary, under the guardianship of her 
mother, Mary of Guise. 

The chief adviser of James had long been Cardinal 
Beaton, archbishop of St. Andrew's, and the first .place 
in the council of regency was assigned to him by the 
will of the king. This was set aside by the parliament, 
and the earl of Arran'^, the presumptive heir to the 
throne, placed at the head of affairs (Jan. 10, 1543); 
Beaton was imprisoned for a while (Jan. 26 to April 10), 
but Arran, being a weak man, soon became the mere 
tool of the cardinal, who, in concert with the queen- 
mother, cultivated a close alliance with France, and pro- 
cured the rejection of an offer to unite the two king- 
doms of England and Scotland by the marriage of the 
infant queen to Edward, the son of Henry. He also 
laboured strenuously to repress the spirit of reformation 
which had long existed in Scotland^, but had begun to 
exert itself more boldly of late years in consequence of 
the destruction of the papal power in England. Among 
other victims, he seized and put to death George Wish- 
art, the most prominent of the reformed preachers, but 
was himself assassinated in his castle of St. Andrew^s, 
very shortly after, (May 28, 1546,) and the power of 
the Church in Scotland fell with him. 

The queen-mother, though of the family of Guise, 
from political reasons for a while favoured the holders of 
the reformed doctrines ; but when, having accomplished 

* James Hamilton, great grandson of James 11. 

' A Lollard preacher ( Jolm Risby) was burnt in Scotland, in 1407 ; 
and a statute for the punishment of "heretics and Lollards*' was 
passed in 1426. 
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her projects of securing the regency to herself and the 
marriage of her daughter to the heir of the French 
crown, she wished to retrace her steps and rule by the 
aid of French mercenaries, she found it impossible to 
do SQ. The reformers, styling themselves "the Con- 
gregation of the Lord," flew to arms; they sought 
succour from England, and a fierce war ensued. At 
length the queen's party was crushed, she herself died 
of grief in the castle of Edinburgh, where she was 
more of a prisoner than a ruler, and Leith, the last 
stronghold of the Romanists, was surrendered. 

At the very outbreak of the war, the reformers, incited 
by the fierce invectives of Knox*, Erskine and other?, 
against the clergy, had thrown down churches and 
monasteries far more recklessly than had been done in 
England. Being now triumphant, a parliament in 1561 
not only set up a new form of Church polity, on the 

* John Knox was bom near Haddington in 1505 ; he studied at 
St. Andrew's, and very early attained to great proficiency in scho- 
lastic theology. He discharged for a while the duties of a Romish 
priest, but his opinions were shaken by the preaching of Williams, 
a Dominican, who as early as 1540 ventured to inveigh acainst the 
papal authority. Knox afterwards became the friend of Wishart, 
and only escaped his £Ekte by concealing himself. On Cardinal Bea- 
ton's death, Knox joined the party which held the castle of St. 
Andrew's, preached the doctrines of the Refbrmation under their 

Sroteotion, was captiu'ed with them, and carried to France, where 
e was condemned to the galleys. He was released alter a time, 
and came to England, where he became a Uoensed preacher, but on 
the accessiim of Mary he went abroad, and associated himself with 
Calvin. He returned to Scotland in 1556, embroiled himself with 
the bishops, and was burnt in effigy; he again went to Geneva, 
where he wrote a vehement attack on ** the monstrous regiment of 
women," directed against Mary, but remembered to his disadvantage 
by Elizabeth. Elnox had a great share in preparing the Geneva Bible, 
and Tetuming to Scotland in 1561, he took a leading part in the 
events of the next few years, which witnessed the ruin of his queen, 
the expulsion of the bishops^ and the destruction of the churches. 
He died Nov. 24, 1572. 
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Genevan model, in which bishops were replaced by 
" superintendents/* but confirnted the almost total con- 
fiscation of the Church property which private rapacity 
had already accomplished^ and committed the entire 
destruction of abbey churches, hospitals and other re- 
ligious and charitable foundations to the heads of the 
party, as a " most holy, just, and necessary works." 



A.D. 1 543. The parliament meets Jan. 22, and sits 
till May 1 2. 

An act "for the advancement of true religion" 
passed^*, [34 & 35 Hen. VIII. c. 1]. 

Wales divided into twelve counties, [c. 2]. By this act 
a president and council are appointed for Wales; also 
justices of the peace, with power to hold sessions as in 
England. 

A code of ordinances drawn up for Wales, [c. 26]. 

The king releases the chief Scottish prisoners, on con- 
dition of their endeavouring to procure a marriage be- 
tween his son and their infant queen ; their proposal is 
favourably received in Scotland, and a treaty on the sub- 
ject is concluded, July 1. 



' The reformed preachers thus found tiiemselves without a main- 
tenanoe ; their urgent demands procured a grant of one-third of the 
Church revenues, but this pittance was irregularly paid. 

' *' Throw down their nests, and the crows will take flight," was 
the exhortation of Elnox ; and it was responded to by the destniction 
of the stateliest edifices of the land. Neither tombs nor libraries were 
spared. " In a word," says Spotiswode, " all was ruined." 

^ The liberty formerly granted of reading the Bible was abridged 
by this act ; and the King s Book was shortly after published, as con- 
taining all that the laity needed of Christian doctrine ; the cdeigy, it 
was allowed, were bound to "search the Scriptures.'* 



M 
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The king makes a treaty witb -the emperor, Feb. 11, 
and prepares for a war against France. 

The king marries his sixth qneen (Katherine Parr*), 
in July. 

The qaeen-mother of Scotland and Cardinal Beaton 
gain over the earl of Arran to their party, and endeavour 
to set aside the marriage treaty; the king in return 
ravages their borders, and seizes Scottish ships. 

The Scots form a new alliance with France, and de- 
clare the treaty with England null and void, Dec. 11. 

The council of Trent, called professedly for the refor- 
mation of manners and discipline, but really directed 
against the Reformation, holds its first session, Decem- 
ber 13. 

A.D. 1 544. The succession to the throne a third time 
regulated, under the penalties of treason, [35 Hen. VIII. 
c. 1]. 

The king's style set forth both in Latin and English^, 
it being treason to object to it, [c. 3] . 

An English army and fleet, under the earl of Hertford 
and Lord Lisle^ capture and bum Edinburgh and Leith, 
and devastate the surrounding country, in May. 

^ Such is the name uhe is usually known by, but it is her maiden 
nsume ; she had been married twice before, and was then the widow 
of Jjord Latimer. Her brother, William Parr, was created marquis 
of Northampton ; he was a man of bad character, who compUed 
with every change of reU^on and government, and held office in all 
drcumstsmces. He died m 1671. 

^ It is worded thus in the original act : — " Henricus Octavus Dei 
gratia Anglie Frauncie et Hil^mie Bex, fidei defensor et in terra 
Iksclesie AngUcane et Hibemice supremum caput ;" and '' Henry 
the Eight, by the grace of God Kyng of Englonde Fraunce and Ire- 
lande Defender of the faithe, and of the Churche of Englonde, and 
also of Irelande in earthe the supreme Hedde." 

1 Afterwards the Protector Somerset, and his rival Dudley, duke 
of Northumberland. 



198 THS TVDoas. 



The wages of members of parliament settled at 4s. a- 
day for knights of the shire, and 2«. a-day for burgesses, 
[c. 11]. 

The king's debts remitted, and any sums that he had 
paid ordered to be returned to him, [c. 12]. 

The earl of Lenox" makes a treaty with the king, en- 
gaging to forward his views on Scotland, May 1 7 ; in 
return he receives the hand of Lady Margaret Douglas, 
the king's niece. 

The king invades France, in July ; he besieges Bou- 
logne, which surrenders Sept. 14. 

The emperor and the king of France suddenly con- 
clude a peace, Sept. 19, when the English army is 
obliged to withdraw; the king returns to England, 
Sept. 30. 

A.D. 1545. The French make several unsuccessful 
attempts to retake Boulogne ; they are foiled by the earl 
of Hertford and Lord Lisle. 

The king raises a large sum by a "benevolence,** 
which is very unwillingly paid". 

The French fleet attempts to invade England; they 
have an indecisive action oflf Portsmouth with the Eng- 
lish ships, July 18. 

The French ravage the marches of Calais, and also 
send assistance to the Scots. 

The earl of Hertford overruns and plunders the south 
of Scotland. 



" Matthew Stuart ; he was, like the regent Arran, descended from 
James II. 

" Richard Read, a London alderman, declining to contribute, was 
sent as a common soldier to the army in Scotland, where he was 
taken prisoner at Jedworth. 
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All colleges, chantries and hospitals dissolved and 
granted to the crown », [37 Hen. VIII. c. 4]. 

A law made against usury, which limited interest to 
10 percent., [c. 9]. 

Persons dispensing slanderous libels declared guilty of 
felony, [c. 10]. 

Tithes in London fixed at the rate of 2s. 9d. in the £1 
on rent, [c. 12]. 

Laymen empowered to exercise ecclesiastical juris- 
dictionP, [c. 17J. 

A.D. 1546. The French continue their efforts to 
retake Boulogne. The earl of Surrey, the go.vernor, 
being defeated, is recalled to England ; he gives vent to 
his resentment in violent speeches, which are reported 
to the king. 

Cardinal Beaton is killed, in his castle of St. Andrew^s^, 
May 28. 



** From the terms employed, the universities considered them- 
selves in danger, but Henry condescended to assure them of safety. 

p The occasion of this act was that papal decrees denounced ex- 
communication against laymen who ventured to judge in ecclesias- 
tical causes, as marriages and wills. 

4 The murder had h^en proposed by Lord Cassilis a year before, 
and was sanctioned by Henry, though he declined to appear openly 
in it : a fact established by a letter of the English council to Lord 
Hertford, dated May 30, 1545, to be found in the State Papers of 
Henry VIIL, vol. v. p. 449. In the same collection is a letter {p. 560) 
giving the particulars of the murder. The party consisted of Nor- 
man Leslie, James Melvin, and 15 others : they first killed the porter 
and threw his body into the ditch, then drove out the workmen and 
servants : the cardinal, hearing the tumult, came from his chamber 
to the blockhouse, and was there killed. ** The common bell of the 
town rang, the provost and town gathered, to the number of 300 or 
400 men, and came to the castle, when Norman Leslie and his com- 
pany came to the wall-head, and asked what they desired to see— a 
deaa man ? Incontinent thev brought the cardinal dead to the wall- 
head, in a pair of sheets, ana hung him over the wall by the one arm 
and the one foot, and bade the people see there their God. This 
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A peace is concluded with France, Jane 7 ; it provides 
for the restoration of Boulogne in eight years, and also 
for a peace with the Scots. 

Christ Church, Oxford', and Trinity College, Cam- 
bridge, founded by the king*. 

The duke of Norfolk^ and the earl of Surrey are 
committed to the Tower, Dec. 7. 



John of Douglas of Edinburgh .... shewed me ... . who was in St. 
Andrew's, and saw the same with his own eyes." 

The oastle was held for some time by Norman Leslie and his party, 
who were in the pay of Henry ; at len^.h it was captured bv a body 
of French troops, and destroyed, as having been polluted by the 
blood of a cardinaL 

' In 1624 Cardinal "Wolsey had obtained ^ ^^ .__jrc 

permission to convert the priory of St. Frides- ^^^^v-jJ^S?^^ 
wide into a semiuary, wmch he styled Car- \>Vi^jHKVi^^ 
dinal College ; this came into the king's hands T-^^ ^^ff-i-^^ST 
on the fail of the founder, and was re-established W^MM W^^m 
as King Henry's College, Sept. 27, 1632 ; ^jp^^^S^B 
fourteen veara after it was more fully endow- i^^^^ff^^^^M 
ed, and tne name again changed to its present MM BM i M ^^MI p 

• To fonn this college several smaller halls ^^^^^^ 
were added to King's Hall, founded by Ed- 
ward III. in 1346 ; Queen Mary was also t^AxmuotchMi^chMrtik,OMfoid. 
bene&ctor. 

* " K a man ooming of the collateral line to the heir of the 
crown, who ought not to bear the arms of England but on the 
second quarter, with the difference of their ancestor, do presume 
to change his right place^ and bear them in Uie first quarter, leaving 
out the true difference of the ancestry, and, in the heu thereof^ use 
the very place only of the heir male apparent, how this man's intent 
is to be judged ; and whether this import any danger, peril, or slander 
to the title of the prince, or very heir apparent ; and how it weigheth 
in our laws." Such is the first sentence of a remarkable paper of 
charges against the duke, drawn up apparently for the opinion of 
the judges, and corrected in many places by the king himself, pre- 
served in the State Paper Office. Others relate to ''presuming to 
take an old coat of the crown" (the arms of Edward the Confessor ; 
see vol. i. p. 136), " which his ancestor never bare, nor he of right 
ought to bear ;" giving arms to strai^rs ; holding pleas, and exer- 
cising fi*ee warren in his gp^unds, without license ; ** depraving of 
the lung's council ;" ** compassing to govern the realm ;" and, which 
seems U> shew that the jealousy of tiie Seymours had inspired these 



A.D. 1547. The earl of Surrey is tried and con- 
victed of high treaBon™, Jan. 13 ; he is beheaded, 
Jao. 19. 

The duke of Norfolk is attainted by act of parliament, 
to which the royal assent is g^ven by commiEBion ; 
Jan. 27 ». 

The king: dies at WestininBter, Jan. 28 ; he Is buried 
at Windsor, Feb. 16. 

prooooding^ thoro is a chaws againrt the earl of Siurey of Baying, 



the kice's Megee & 

joined to his proper bearingar the arma oi 
Edward the CoDteHsor, 'Azure, a cross fleury 
between five morCleta gold, ' whiah belanged 
to the king in right of his kingdom, and 
nii^t not be borne by any mhjeot." 

■ Hia life waa saved by the death of the 
king early on the fijllowiog mominfi, but he 
was Imprisoned in the Tower until the ac- 
cession of Mary. *< 



EDWARD VI. 

Edward, the only son of Henry VIII, l)y Jane Sev- 
mour, was born at Hampton Court, Oct. 12, 1537, He 
succeeded to the throne Jan. 28, 1547. and his reign is 
a very important period of English history, although, 
from his youth, his influence on its transactions was verv 
limited. The real rulers were, first, his uncle Somerset, 
and afterwards John Dudley, duke of Northumberland^, 



• He wfts bom in 1502, imd was the boh 
Very soon tSlet his father's de&th he was re- 
Htored ID blood, aoon disting^JLuhed himself in 
arms, acoompaoied Cardioal Walaoy on his 

ter of tie liorae to Anne of Clevea. In 1613 i 
he was, in consequenco of hiH maternal de- I 
scent, made Lord Lisle ; and was soon after \ 
appointed lord high admiral, vhen he took 
l«ith, and the neit year defended Boulogne, 

one of ^e eieoutors of the wiU of Henry 
VIII., created earl of Warwick, had the 
principal part in the Scottish camp^gn, 

brother, which cause? *li 



of Edmt 



Dudley. 
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both men of littk principle. From merely political mo- 
tives, they joined with Cranmer and other real Reformers 
in establishing the Church of England substantially on 
its present footing ; but they confiscated its possessions, 
laboured to render its ministers, from the highest to the 
lowest, mere creatures of the State, and treated the Prin- 
cess Mary, Gardiner, Heath, Bonner, and others in a 
manner altogether unjustifiable, and which unquestion- 
ably had a great share in bringing about the persecution 
by which the following reign was rendered so unhappy 
and so odious. 

Somerset, the Protector, after driving from the council 
the lord chancellor, (Wriothesley,) who was a decided 
Romanist, applied himself with vigour to carry forward 
the work of reformation. He also made an expedition 
against Scotland, but though he gained a victory in the 
field, he could not bring about the marriage which 
Henry VIH. had projected between his son and the 

fall the real ruler of the kingdom, obtained the high offices of lord 
steward and earl marshal, and was created duke of Northumberland, 
receiving at the same time the county palatine of Durham. By 
a feigned zeal for Protestantism he gained a great ascendancy over 
l^dwardVL, and prevailed on him to bequeath the crown to his 
cousin. Lady Jane Grey ; but this enterprise failed in the execution ; 
Northumberland was deserted by his adherents, and, in spite of 
1^ abject submission, was tried, condemned, and executed as a 
traitor, and owed Christian burial to the gratitude of an old ser- 
vant (John Cock, Lancaster herald), who begged his remains from 
the queen^ and interred them in the chapel of the Tower. He had 
married Jane, daughter of Sir Edward Guildford, warden of the 
Cinque Ports, and had a large family ; four of his sons were con- 
cerned in his treason, but only one of them (Guildford) was executed ; 
his daughter Mary became the mother of Sir Philip Sydney. North- 
umberland was a bold, active, unscrupulous man, and though he 
greatly forwarded the Reformation, it was evidently merely from 
views of personal aggrandizement, for he died professing himself 
a Romanist, and warning the spectators to avoid the Protestant 
teachers as " sowers of sedition." 
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young queen afl a means of uniting the Mngdoms. He 
offended the rest of the council by assuming a superiority 
which they contended that Henry VHI. had not meant 
to exist, and alarmed them by introducing foreign troops ; 
and being already odious to the nation for his rapacity 
in seizing the college and chantry lands, and his un- 
natural conduct in bringing his brother to the scaffold, 
he was easily stripped of his power by a confederacy 
formed against him, and committed to the Tower, in 
October, 1549. 

The earl of Warwick was now ruler. After a while 
Somerset was permitted to return to the council, but was 
soon involved in what seems to have been a sham plot, 
tried, condemned, and put to death. The young king's 
health had long been declining, and Dudley (now become 
duke of Northumberland) having gained his confidence 
by an apparent zeal for the Reformation, persuaded him to 
settle the crown on his cousin. Lady Jane Grey^, to the 
exclusion of his sisters ; a change in the succession which 
he was incompetent to make without the authority of 
parliament. Edward died very shortly after, at Green- 
wich, on July 6, 1553, and was buried on August 8, at 
Westminster. 

Beside the formal establishment of Protestantism, the 
reign of Edward is chiefly remarkable for the enactment 
of severe laws against vagabonds and tumultuous assem- 

^ She was the daughter of Henry Grey^ duke of Suffolk^ by his 
wife Frances, who was the daughter of Mary, the sister of Henry 
VIII. and Charles Brandon. Lady Jane, though only sixteen, was 
the wife of Guildford Dudley, the duke's son. She was learned, 
amiable, and pious, and her long imprisonment and violent death 
were the fruit of her filial piety, whioh induced her to aooept the 
crown against her better juagment. 



ZDTAXD TI. SOS 

bliea, the crealioo of a Tariety of new treasons", and 
some discreditable tampering with the coid''. A peace 
was concluded with France, by which king Henry's 
conquest of Boulogne was given up, and an attempt was 
made to bring about a marriage between the king and 
Elizabeth, daughter of Henry 11. War was maintained, 
on a small scale, against the Scots, hut the council 
feared to enter on hostilities with the emperor (Charles 
v.), and therefore, after an angry debate, they desisted 
from their design of forcing the new service-book on 
the Princess Marv, though they imprisoned her servants, 
and prevented her own escape to Flanders. 

The arms of Edward VI. are the same as those of 
Henry VIII., but his supporters are 
unifornily the golden lion and the red 
dragon. Only one badge, the sun in 
splendour, is ascribed to him. 

The character of the young king, 
as far as it was allowed to develope 
itself, was amiable. To his coun- B.dporu>,niTi. 
cillors, and not to himself, must be Icud the odium of the 



• TbeBe tre&souB were, however, in general, euch aa hoA been 
cTB&ted QDder the raign of Heniy VIIL and abotishod in the Qnt 
parliftnient of BdwarcfVI. ; Uiey were re-enaotad in the year 1652, 
after the fkD of Somerset. 

* Under the date April 10, 1561, the young iing writes in his 
Journal : ■* It was appomted to make 20,000 pound weight fbr oeceg- 
sity Bomewliat baser, to get gains £16,000 clear, by which the debt 
of the realm might be paid, the country defended from any sudden 
attempt, and the coin amended." Several subsequent entries apeali 
of " dellljerations touching the coin," ill one of which "the small 

two standards were fiied on, "one without any otafli" "the 
other not fully six [the nominal atandard], of which kind wa> 
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execation of his uncles, and the burning of heretics; 
bat his own better nature appeared in his noble charitable 
foundations of hospitals and schools; his acquirements 
embraced both ancient and modem languages ^, and he 
has left a monument of his literary abilities in a minute 
Journal, and several detached letters and papers on 
political and controversial subjects. 



A.D. 1547. Edward received as king, Jan. 28 ^. 

The executors of the late king's will meet, when, 
after some opposition from Wriothesley, the chancellor, 
the earl of Hertford is declared protector of the king's 
realms, and governor of his person. 

Several of the executors and others receive higher 
titles : the earl of Hertford is created duke of Somerset ; 
the viscount Lisle, earl of Warwick ; the lord Wri- 
othesley, earl of Southampton. 

The chancellor puts the great seed in commission 
without the consent of the rest of the executors, and is 
himself in consequence deprived of his office, and im- 
prisoned, March 6. 

The Protector receives a grant of his office by letters 
patent, March 13. 

* His chief tutor was Sir John Cheke, a man of more learning 
than firmness of principle. He was of St. John's Ck>llege, Cam- 
bridffe, and gpreatly promoted the stud^r of Greek in that University. 
On ^e death of the young king he was imprisoned, first as a partisan 
of I^dy Jane Grey, and next as a heretic, when hard usage mduoed 
him to feign conformity to Romanism ; but being put forward in the 
persecution of others, ne died of grief and shame in tiie year 1567. 

' His regnal years are computed fix>m this day, which was alao 
that of the death of his predecessor, — a practice then first intro- 
duced. See vol. i p. 419. 
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Francis I. of France dies, March 22 ; Le is succeeded 
by Henry II. 

The curate and churchwardens of a London parish 
^St. Martin, Ironmonger-lane) remove the images and 
pictures and crucifix from their church. Gardmer and 
the clergy generally censure this, but Cranmer and his 
friends resolve on a further reformation. 

A book of Homilies, twelve in number, set forth, in 
which the doctrines of the Reformers are advocated. 

The castle of St. Andrew's captured and destroyed by 
the French, August. 

Nicholas Ridley appointed bishop of Rochester k, 
Aug. 14. 

The Protector invades Scotland, in order to enforce 
the marriage treaty formed in 1543**. He defeats the 
Scots at Pinkie (near Musselburgh), Sept. 10, captures 
Edinburgh, and places garrisons in Broughty, Roxburgh, 
and other castles, and returns to England. 

An ecclesiastical visitation carried out, for the purpose 
of removing images, asserting the royal supremacy, and 

* He was bom in 1500, in Northumberland, was educated at Pem- 
broke Hall, Cambridge, and became eminent as a preacher. He 
warmly embraced the docti'ine of the Reformation, and ventured as 
early as 1540 to celebrate portions of the service in English, in his 
church of Heme, near Canterbury, but was saved fix>m evil conse- 
quences by Cranmer, by whose influence also he was now raised to 
tne episcopate. In 1560 he was translated to Loudon, and treated 
the kmdreid and servants of his deprived predecessor Bonner with a 
kindness and Uberality which he unfortunately did not himself expe- 
rience when Bonner was reinstated. A sermon of his before Edward 
VL had great effect in inducing tlie young king to endow the city 
hospitals. On the young king's death, Rimev preached in &vour of 
Lady Jane Grey, and was in consequence thrown into the Tower, 
where he was for a while mildly treated, in the hope of his con- 
formity ; at length he was sent to Oxford, condemned aa a heretic, 
and burnt with Latimer, Oct. 1&, 1666. 

k See p. 196. 
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compelling the use of the English tongue m the Church 
services. Bonner and Gardiner express their dissent from 
the proceedings of the visitors, and are imprisoned in 
the Fleet, September'. 

The Princess Mary protests against the projected 
changes in religious matters^. 

The parliament meets, Nov. 4. 

The sacrament of the altar directed to be administered 
in both kinds, as agreeable to primitive usage, and con- 
temptuous words against it to be punished by fine and 
imprisonment, [1 Edw. VI. c. 1]. 

The appointment of bishops ordered to be by letters 
patent, [c. 2]. 

Vagabonds ordered to be branded, and for absconding 
to be reduced to perpetual slavery, [c, 3]. 

This statute, though containing some provisions for the 
relief of ''impotent folk," was manifestly, from the num- 
ber of clauses relating to clerks convict, directed against 
the expelled monastics, whose natural hostility to the 
men who had displaced them, pointed them out as serious 
obstacles in the way of the reformation which Cranmer 
and his friends were resolved to carry out. The pensions 
that had been granted to them when their houses were 
suppressed appear to have been badly paid, and though 
some of their number received benefices, these were 
ordinarily inadequate to their subsistence, and the whole 
body would have starved but for the afiection borne to 

* Gardiner was released in January, 1548, but again imprisoned 
in June ; he remained in the Tower until the accession of Mary. 

k She maintained that the council had no authority to make any 
change in tiie laws of Henry VIII., they having sworn to observe 
them while the king was unaer age. Such was also the opinion <^ 
Gardiner and Bonner. 
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them by the great bulk of the people : hence, from neces- 
sity, many wandered about living on alms, and they thus 
fell under the penalties of this statute, which are more 
barbarous than can readily be imagined. Any person was 
empowered to seize another " loitering, without work for 
three days together," and take him before a justice, who 
was to cause the prisoner to be branded with " V " on 
the breast with a hot iron, and to adjudge him to two 
years' slavery, to be " fed on bread and water, or such 
small drink and refuse of meat*' as the master should 
think fit ; who was also empowered to punish the " slave" 
at his discretion by beating, chaining, or the like. If 
the unhappy creature endeavoured to escape, he was, by 
another statute [c. 3] to be branded with " S," and con- 
demned to slavery for life. Such a system could nut 
long be maintained, even against religious opponents, 
and accordingly stat. 3 & 4 Edw. VI. c. 16 abolished it, 
and revived the milder provisions of the act of Henry 
VIII.i 

Several of the new-made treasons of the late king's 
reign abolished, [1 Edw. VI. c. 12], 

All colleges, chantries, and free chapels given to the 
king™, [c. 14]. 

A.D. 1548. Proclamations issued against several 
accustomed ceremonies (as carrying candles on Can- 
dlemas-day, and ashes on Ash-Wednesday), and also for 
the removal of images, February. 



' See p. 164. 

" The act professes that their rerenues are to be devoted to the 
maintenance of grammar schools, the improvement of vicarages, and 
the support of preachers ; some portion was so applied, but much 
the greater part was shared among the members of the government, 
to support the charge of their new dignities, or was employed in 
the payment of the late king's debts. 
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A committee of bishops and other divines ° appointed 
to examine the offices of the Church, and consider 
of their amendment. 

A new coromanion-office is in consequence promul- 
gated, to take effect at the next Easter, (April 1). 

Gardiner is summoned before the council, and declin- 
ing to preach in all respects as directed, is sent to the 
Tower, June 29. 

The French dispatch succours to Scotland, and the 
young queen (Mary) is sent to France. 

The Scots besiege Haddington in vain^*, but recover 
Home Castle and other fortresses. 

An English fleet is repulsed in an attempt on the 
Scottish coast. 

Peter Martyr, Bucer, Fagius, and other foreign re- 
formers are invited to England P. 

Lord Seymour, the Protector's brother^, intrigues 

" These were Cranmer and Holgate, the archbishops ; the bishop 
of London (Bonner) and fifteen other bishops, and Cox and five 
other divines. 

' The fortifications of Haddington were blown up, and the town 
abandoned by the English shortly after. 

I* As has been remarked (see p. 169), the foreign reformers had no 
influence while Henry VIII. lived, but they were now courted, per- 
haps too earnestly, by Cranmer and his friends, lliey were divided 
into the two classes of Lutherans and Calvinists, and some of their 
peculiar and contradictory dogmas being introduced into ourpublic 
formularies gave occasion for the unhappy dissensions in the Church 
which marked the reign of Elizabeth and her successors, and en- 
dure to the present day. 

Of the parties named, Peter Martyr, originally an Italian friar, 
was particularly skilful in disputation ; Bucer had carried on a con- 
troversy with Gardiner on the marriage of priests ; and Fagius was 
an eminent Hebraist. Peter Martyr was placed in a professorship 
at Oxford ; the others were similarly employed at Cambridge : Bucer 
and Fagius died in England ; Peter Martyr withdrew on the acces- 
sion of Mary, and afforded such aid as was in his power to the Pro- 
testant exiles. 

^ His wife (queen Katherine) was now dead, and he wished to 
marry the princess Elizabeth^ which the Protector opposed. 
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against him, and endeavoors to gain possession of the 
king's person. 

A.D. 1549. The Act of Uniformity passed, [2 & 3 
Edw. VI. c. 1,] ordaining that the " order of divine 
worship" contained in the book drawn up by the com- 
missioners', "with the aid of the Holy Ghost," should 
be the only one to be used after the ensuing Whitsun- 
tide (May 20) «. The penalties for refusing to use it, or 
for writing or speaking against it, were, fines for the 
first and second offences, and forfeiture of goods and 
imprisonment for life for the third. 

Lord Seymour is committed to the Tower, Jan. 19; 
the charges against him were that he had endeavoured 
to marry the Princess Elizabeth, and to corrupt the 
king's servants ; had attempted to raise forces, and had 
procured the coining of base money ; had leagued with 
pirates, and intended to seize on the isle of Lundy and 
the Scilly isles. He was condemned without a hearmg, 
and attainted [2 & 3 E w. VI. c. 18]. 

Tithes regulated by statute, [c. 13]. 

Abstinence from flesh ordained, not as a religious 
matter, but as healthful, and also to employ fishermen, 
[c. 19]. 

The marriage of priests allowed, [c. 21]. 

Lord Seymour is beheaded, March 20 K 

' See p. 210. 

" Some priests were found who continued to use the former mode : 
a presentment of the grand jury of Essex remains on record against 
William Harper, vicar of Writtle, for " elevating the sacrament of 
our Lord" and invoking saints contrary to this statute ; the pro- 
ceedings were removed into the court of King's Bench, April 24, 
1550, but their result is not known. 

* His nephew, the young king, enters the fact in his Journal, 
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The Princess Mary refuses to receive the new service ; 
the council remonstrate with her, but the emperor 
(Charles V.) espouses her cause, and they do not ven- 
ture to proceed to extremities. 

Public disputations held at Oxford and Cambridge on 
the doctrine of transubstantiation. 

Tumults in many parts of England, chiefly directed 
against landlords who inclosed land for pasture and dis- 
couraged tillage". The Protector expresses himself 
favourable to the people, and thus offends many of his 
fellow-councillors. 

The people of Cornwall and Devon, headed by Hum- 
phrey Arundel, a veteran soldier, rise in June, and de- 
mand the restoration of the ancient Liturgy*. They 
besiege Exeter, but are dispersed by Lord Russell y about 
the middle of August ; some, who retire into Somerset- 
shire, are followed and dispersed by the end of the 
month. Ket, a tanner, rises in Norfolk, in July, and 
demands the destruction of inclosures and the dismissed 
of evil counsellors. He defeats some parties sent against 

without a word of natural feeling: "The lord Sudley, admiral of 
England, was condemned to death, and died in March ensuing." 
His brother, the Protector, and Cranmer, both signed the warrant, 
which rendered them very unpopular. 

" This was chiefly done by those new-made nobles and gentry who 
had acquired a large share of the abbey lands. 

* ITiey declared, " We will have the act of Six Articles up again, 
and ceremonies as were in King Henry's time." Cranmer was em- 
ployed by the council to reply to their demands, but neither this 
nor a threatening proclamation from the king was at all regarded 
by them. 

y John Russell, a Dorsetshire gentleman, who became a courtier, 
obtained vast grants of abbey lands, and was made a peer in 1539. 
In 1550 he was created earl of Bedford. He continued in favour, 
under Mary, was employed by her in embassies, and died in March, 
1555. 
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him, but his forces are dispersed by the earl of Warwick, 
about the end of August. 

Much blood was shed in skirmishes, and after the dis- 
persion of the insurgents, the mayor of Bodmin and very 
many others were put to death by martial law. Arundel, 
Bury, the Somersetshire insurgent, and the two Kets 
(or Knight), Robert and William, together with John 
Wvnchelade and Thomas Holmes, were tried at West- 
minster', November 26; they all pleaded guilty, and 
were soon after executed. 

The French besiege Boulogne, and the Scots recover 
all their strong places, except Lauder, from the Eng- 
lish. 

Bonner is ordered to preach on the necessity of obey- 
ing the king, though under age ; he neglects to do so, 
and is deprived of his see, and imprisoned, Oct. I. 

The earls of Southampton and Warwick cabal against 
the Protector. He retires to Hampton Court with the 
king. The rest of the council assemble at £^y-house, 
Oct. 6 ; they charge the Protector with a design 
against their lives, are joined by the lieutenant of the 
Tower, and the citizens of London, and the speaker of 
the House of Commons. 

The Protector, having meanwhile removed the king 
to Windsor, submits to the council, and is sent to the 
Tower, Oct. 13. The king is brought back to Hampton 
Court, and placed in the keeping of the earl of Warwick 
and five others of the council. 



" From the indictments of yarious parties it appears that there 
were disturbances also in the counties of Berks, Hants, Middlesex, 
Oxford, Kent, Surrey, and Sussex ; the watchword of the insurgents 
lieing '' Kill the gentlemen." 
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The earl of Warwick, who was understood to be 
favourable to the ancient worship, finding the king' 
inclined to a further reformation, takes every possible 
step to promote it. 

The parliament assembles, Nov. 4. It passes a severe 
act against unlawful assemblies, [3 & 4 Edw. VI. c. 5] ; 
the meeting of twelve persons on any matter of state 
being declared treason, and if for destroying inclosures, 
felony*. 

Images and pictures of saints in churches ordered to 
be destroyed^ [c. 10]. 

A new form of ordination of ministers ordered to be 
prepared by a committee of six prelates and six divines, 
[c. 12]. 

The duke of Somerset makes his formal submission 
before the king and the council, Dec. 23^. 

The council directs all missals and similar books to be 
given up, and provision to be made for celebrating the 
communion in both kinds. 

A.D. 1550. Heath, bishop of Worcester, declines to 
agree to the Ordinal drawn up by his fellow-com- 
missioners, and is sent to the Fleet, March 4. 

• The parties were to be warned to disperse, in a form of words 
sabstantially the same as those now employed in cnse of riot : "The 
king, our sovereign lord, chai^th and commandeth all persons being 
assembled, immediately to disperse themselves, and peaceably to 
depart to their habitations, or to their lawful business, upon the 

Sains contained in the Act lately made against Unlawful and Rebel- 
ous Assemblies. And God save the king." 

i> Images on tombs were excepted from the operation of this 
statute, but too many of them were sacrificed to a barbarous zeal 
stimulated by cupidity, as they were often formed of copper. 

« In this document he pleaded guilty to aU the matters oontsdned 
in an accusation of 29 articles exhibited against him ; his submission^ 
however, did not appear complete, and he was obliged to make an- 
other, couched in most abject terms, Feb. 2, 1550. 
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The duke of Somerset, who had been released from 
the Tower, Feb. 6, is re-admitted to the council, April 
10«». 

Peace made with France and Scotland, March 24. 
Boulogne is surrendered for a sum of money *, and the 
fortifications of Roxburgh and other places on the 
Scottish border destroyed. 

The earl of Warwick makes himself supreme in the 
council, and fines and imprisons on various pretexts 
most of those who had joined him against Somerset, as 
well as Somerset's friends. 

The sees of London and Westminster united, and 
Nicholas Ridley appointed bishop, April 1. 

IRELAND. 
A.D. 1550. The new Liturgy read in the cathedral 
of Christ Church, Dublin, on Easter-day (April 6). 

The Prayer-book was printed, professedly in Dublin, 
in 1551, and the Bible in the following year'; but these 
important steps in favour of the Reformation were not 
followed up. Sir Anthony St. Leger, who had been ap- 
pointed in 1540, continued lord deputy in both this and 
the succeeding reign S; and though, in obedience to di- 

' He appeared at the court on the Slst March, according to the 
King's Journal. 

• Lord Clinton, the govemor> marched out with hia garrison, 
April 25 ; he returned to England in May, and was made lord high 
aamiral ; the light horsemen and men at arms of the garrison were 
employed as a body guard for the court, under the marquis of North- 
ampton ; the rest wei*e sent to the Scottish frontier. 

f These have been usually considered the earliest productions of 
the Irish press, but it is now pretty generally agreed that the 
Prayer-book was printed in England. 

( He was displaced and reinstated twice in the time of Edward 
YL, in consequence of quarrels with the Butlers. One of the inter- 
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rections from England, statutes were enacted for a re- 
formation in religion, no pains were taken to put them 
in execution. Archbishop Browne, of Dublin, and John 
Bale, bishop of Ossory, were almost the only favourers of 
the Reformation ; on the death of King Edward, Browne 
was expelled as being a married man, and Bale, attempt- 
ing to celebrate the English service, had several of his 
attendants slain, and was besieged in his palace ; when 
relieved by the mayor of Kilkenny, he thought it pru- 
dent to retire to Dublin, and shortly after went into 
exile. 



A.D. 1550. Joan Bocher, a woman of Kent, burnt 
for heretical opinions on the incarnation of our Lord, 
May ;2. 

John Hooper, appointed bishop of Gloucester, July 3, 
refuses to wear the customary vestments, on which 
a controversy arises among the Reformers. 

A congregation of German Protestants allowed to 
settle in London, under the superintendence of John 
a Lasco\ 

Ridley makes a visitation of his diocese, and labours 
zealously to inforce the Injunctions. 

The Princess Mary endeavours to flee to Elanders, 
but the sherifi^ of Essex (Sir John Yates) is directed to 
prevent her, and bodies of troops are posted to watch 
the coast, July. 

mediate governors (Sir Edward Bellingham) enlarged the Engtiali 
pale by the reduction of the districts of Leix and O^Uy, (now King's 
and Queen's County). 

^ Letters patent, dated July 4, 1550, were issued, naturalizing 
them, 380 in number, and bestowing the church, of the Austin 
Friars, in the city of London, for their use. 
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A revision of the new service-book is made, in ac- 
cordance with the advice of Bucer and others of the 
foreign Protestants. 

A.n. 1551. Gardiner is deprived of his see, April 18, 
(or Nov. 27). 

George van Parre, an Anabaptist, burnt, April 24. 

Articles of Religion (forty-two in number) prepared, 
and further alterations made in the Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Commissions issued to seize the jewels and rich vest- 
ments of the churches into the king's hands ^ 

The council endeavour to compel the Princess Mary 
to adopt the new service-book ; they imprison her 
chaplains and officers, but she refuses to yield ^, and 
they abandon the point, for fear of a war with the 
emperor, her kinsman. 

Veysey, bishop of Exeter, resigns his see; is suc- 
ceeded by Miles Coverdale^ Aug. 14. 

• 

' These commissions were dishonestly executed ; in 1558 it waa 
found necessary to appoint other commissioners to inquire into the 
embezzlements of their predecessors. 

^ According to her brother King Edward's Journal, when sum- 
moned before the council (March 18), " she answered, that her soul 
was God's, and her faith she would not change, nor dissemble her 
opinion with contrary doings." Strict measures were taken against 
her servants; Dr. Mallet, her chaplain, was sent to the Tower, 
April 27 ; and Sir Robert Rochester and other members of her 
household, in August. 

' He was bom in Yorkshire, in 1487, and became an Augustine 
fi'iAr. He was one of the earliest Englishmen who adopted the 
views of Luther^ and in consequence went abroad, where he was the 
associate of Tindal in the translation and printing of the Bible. On 
the accession of Mary he was expelled from his see, and again went 
abroad, where he took part in the production of the Geneva Bible. 
Though he returned in the time of Elizabeth, he declined to re-enter 
on his see, but passed the few remaining years of his life as an 
itinerant preacher, being, under tlte name of "Father Coverdale," 
greatly esteemed, and the scniples r^;arding vestments which he 
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The earl of Warwick intrigaes to alter the succession 
to the throne ; he also procures higher titles for himself, 
and his adherents °^, and resolves to remove the duke of 
Somerset. 

Day, bishop of Chichester, and Heath, bishop of Wor- 
cester, are deprived of their sees, Oct. 10. 

Somerset is suddenly seized and sent to the Tower, 
Oct. 16; he is tried before the Lord High Steward 
(William Paulet, marquis of Winchester) and peers, 
charged with high treason and felony °, Dec. 1 ; he is 
acquitted of treason, but found guilty of felony, and 
sentenced to be hanged. 

Tonstall, bishop of Durham, is sent to the Tower 
Dec 20. 

A.D. 1552. The parliament meets, Jan. 30. 

An act for uniformity of common prayer and adminis« 
tration of the sacraments passed® [5 & 6 Edw. VI. c. 1], 
and ordered to be read in churches annually. 

had brought with him from GeneTa, treated with kindly forbearance. 
He died in 1568. 

His coadjutor, William Tindal, was a Welshman, who had been 
educated at Oxford, but failing to procure a living at home, had 
gone to Antwerp, where he employed himself on the translation of 
the New Testament. He afterwards removed to Hamburg, where 
he met with Coverdale. After suffering shipwreck and other misfor- 
tunes, Tindal was seized and executed as a heretic at Brussels, in 
1636. 

*» He himself was created duke of Northumberland, and the mar- 
quis of Dorset, duke of Suffolk ; the earl of Wiltshire became mar- 
quis of Winchester, and Sir William Herbert, earl of Pembroke. 
Cecil, the secretary, was knighted. 

" The treason was a design imputed to him of seizing the Tower 
and the treasure and stores therein, and the great seal ; the felony, 
an attempt on the liberty (not the lives) of Warwick and other 
coimcillors. 

** The act states that the Book of Common Prayer had been 
"perused, explained, and made fully perfect,*' and it was alone to 
be used, under the same penalties as in the act of 1548. See p. 211. 
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The duke of Somerset is beheaded within the Tower, 
Jan. 22P. 

Sir Ralph Fane, Sir Thomas Arundel, Sir Miles Par- 
tridge, and Sir Michael Stanhope, are tried as having 
instigated the duke of Somerset to insurrection 4, Jan. 
27, 28, Feb. 5 and 6 ; they are found guilty', and 
are executed, Feb. 26. 

A new king of arms, Ulster, appointed for Ireland, 
Feb. 2. 

A body of canon law drawn up, principally by 
Cranmer*. 

The see of Gloucester is suppressed, and its territory 
united to that of Worcester, John Hooper being made 
bishop. May 20. 

A number of new treasons created by act of parlia- 
ment [5 & 6 Edw. VI. c. 11]; keeping possession of 
any of the king's castles, or ships, or artillery, six days 
after being ordered to give them up ; or declaring the 
king, or any of the presumptive successors named by his 
father's will (the princesses Mary and Elizabeth), to be 
a heretic, schismatic, tyrant, infidel, or usurper, are 
among the number. 

Fast days and holy days set forth by statute [5 & 6 
Edw. VI. c. 3]. 

' The king gives, in his Journal, several particulars of the chai^ges 
against his uncle, but dismisses his death in the most heartless 
manner ; " The duke of Somerset had his head cut oflF upon Tower- 
iiill, between 8 and 9 o'clock in the mommg. 

« TTiey were charged with the design of murdering Warwick, and 
imprisoning the marquis of Northampton and Sir William Herbert. 

» The king states that Fane "answered like a ruflBan," and that 
Arundel was only condemned "after long controversy," the jury 
remaining near a day and a night shut up iKbfore they returned their 
verdict. 

■ He was the head of the commission, which consisted of eight 
bishops, eight divines, eight civilians, and eight lawyers. 
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A.D. 1553. The parliament meets March 1. It 
grants a subsidy to the king, stating in the preamble of 
the act [7 Edw. VI. c. 12], that its occasion arises from 
the " wilful misgovernance" and waste of his treasure by 
the duke of Somerset. 

The see of Durham suppressed by act of parliament, 
[c. 17]. The act professes that two sees were to be 
founded, one at Durham, and another at Newcastle ; but 
the whole of the temporalities of the see were granted 
as a county palatine to the duke of Northumberland. 

The king grants his palace of Bridewell to the citizens 
of London for a workhouse, April 10 ; he afterwards 
bestows on them also the hospital of St. Thomas, in 
South wark. 

The English merchants fit out ships for discovery and 
trade*. 

The king, who had been ill from the beginning of 
the year, being in danger of death, is prevailed on 
by the duke of Northumberland to bestow the suc- 
cession to the crown on Lady Jane Grey, by his letters 
patent, June 21 ; he dies at Greenwich July 6, and is 
buried at Westminster^, Aug. 8, 

• Three vessels sailed for northern discovery ; two were lost at 
Nova ZembUa, the third reached Archangel, and opened a trade with 
Bussia. 

■ The service was, in consequence of the exertions of Cranmer, 
accordinfi; to the English ritual : but Queen Mary also celebrated 
solemn obsequies for him in the Roman mode in her private chapeL 



MARY. 
Mart, the only cliiU of Henry VIII. and Katharine 
of Arragon who Eurvived her parents, naa burn at Green- 
wich, Feb. 18, 151(j, In her tenlh yeara separate estft- 
blUhment was formed for her, and she wqb sent to reside 
at Lndlow, with a household of 300 persons, and with 
the countesH of Salisbury for her governess. The time 
she passed there was probably the happiest of her days, 
for her life was early embittered by the controversy 
regarding her parents' marriage, although she was not 
pronounced illegitimate until her father had formed a 
new union with Anne Boleyn. Mary was brought up in 
a profound veneration for the see of Rome, by her mo- 
ther, with whom she naturally sided, and thus she gave 
deep offence to her imperious father, who at length ex- 
torted the most humiliating submissions from her'; 
though it is to be hoped that he did not entertain tlie 
monstrous thought of putting her to death, as has been 
Eksserted. Her life, however, for years was evidently full 
of anxiety and danger, and her case was little improved 
when her brother Edward \' 1 . succeeded to the throne ; 
•Seep. 179. 
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his coancillors endeavoured to enforce her conformity to 
the " new religion," as she considered it, by imprisoning 
her chaplains and servants ; but she refused to yield, 
though prevented from escaping to the continent, and 
they feared to proceed further, as she was supported 
by a numerous party to whom she was endeared by 
her mother*8 suffenngs, and her own community of 
faith and works of charity^, and had beside a powerful 
and steady friend in her cousin the emperor (Charles V.)» 
Edward VI. died July 6, 1553, and Mary became 
queen, in spite of a futile attempt of the duke of North- 
umberland to place his daughter-in-law, Lady Jane 
Grey, on the throne. She entered London in triumph, 
accompanied by her sister Elizabeth and the Lady Anne 
of Cleves, released the prisoners in the Tower, and 
placed herself in the hands of one of them, Gardiner, 
bishop of Winchester, who had been harshly treated 
in the preceding reign, and who at once set himself 
earnestly to work to undo all that had been effected 
to the prejudice of the See of Rome for the preceding 
twenty years. Cranmer, Ridley, and other eminent 
Protestants, having supported the usurpation of Jane 
Grey, were imprisoned, ostensibly as traitors ; all preach* 
ing except on the side of the Romish party was for- 
bidden ; a public disputation was managed with palpable 
unfairness ; and Grindal, Sandys, Aylmer, Jewel, and 
others who afterwards became governors of the Church, 



* Her Privy Purse Account from 1536 to 1544 has been published 
by Sir Frederic Madden. The entries shew active benevolence to- 
wards the poor, compassion for prisoners, friendly regard and liber- 
aUty to her servants ; and also indicate many el(^ant pursuits and 
domestio virtues, for which in general she does not receive credit. 
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as well as Wbittingham, Sampson, Humphrey, and 
many more who disturbed its peace, retired to the con- 
tinent. The married clergy were displaced, images re- 
stored, and the ancient worship re-established, without 
waiting for the consent of the parliament. 

Mary's first parhament met in October, 1553 ; acting 
on the prompting of Gardiner, it annulled all the laws 
of the last two reigns regarding religion, and thus pre- 
pared the way for a formal reconciliation with Rome, 
which was effected, under the mediation of Cardinal 
Pole*', about a year later. -Meanwhile, after an attempt 
to prevent it by insurrection, the queen had married 
Philip of Spain, and most probably by him^ rather than 
by Gardiner, was induced to sanction the barbarous 
persecution of the Protestants, in the course of which, 
and in less than four years, an archbishop, three bishops, 
many other clergymen, and almost tliree hundred of 
the laity^, of every age, sex, and condition, suffered at 
the stake, but, in the language of one of the victims, 
(Latimer,) '* lighted such a candle as all Rome has not 
since been able to put out." The re-establishment of 
Romanism was happily impossible, and these cruelties of 
its most devoted partisans had only the effect of render- 
ing themselves odious to every succeeding age. 

The foreign transactions of Mary's reign were as 

e See p. 239. 

** Public opinion at the time regarded Philip as the real originator 
of the persecution, and Gardiner and Bonner merely as his tools ; 
an opinion which received confirmation from his treatment of the 
Protestants in his nereditary states, and which was not altered by a 
sermon inculcating charity and forbearance preached by his con- 
fessor, a Spanish friar. 

• There are various estimates of the number, but this is the lowest ; 
and to it must be added many victims who died in prison. 
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unfortunate and discreditable as her domestic govern- 
ment. To support the cause of her husband Philip she 
engaged in a war with France, which utterly exhausted 
her treasure, and caused the loss of Calais ; an event 
which she did not long survive, dying exhausted by 
grief and ''anxiety^, in the same year, Nov. 17, 1558; 
she was buried in Henry Yllth's chapel at Westminster, 
Dec. 13. 

In her youth several marriages were proposed for 
Mary, but they were all abandoned, probably in con- 
sequence of the stigma cast on her birth. In 1554 she 
married Philip, the son of the emperor Charles V., who 
was much younger than herself; he soon treated her 
with neglect, and some time before her death with- 
drew entirely to his own dominions s. She had no 
issue. 

' She made a will, March 80, 1558, in apprehension of the peril of 
childbirth, which abounds in affectionate expressions respecting her 
mother, her husband, and her subjects, l ho leaves the place of her 
burial to her executors, only directing that they shall cause her 
mother's body to be removed from Peterborough au.l buried with 
ber, ''with honourable tombs or monuments for a memory of us 
both." She gives considerable sums to religious houses, and be- 
queaths 400 marks a year for the foundation of an hospital for old 
and maimed soldiers, " the which we think both honour, conscience, 
and churity wiUeth should be provided for." She wills valuable 
jewels to her husband, which she prays him to keep for a remem- 
brance, and only to bequeath them to their children, ** if Grod shcmld 
give her any ;" provides for her servants ; and solemnly chaises 
her executors to make pavment of the loans she has recently re- 
ceived from her people, and after that to discharge the debts of her 
brother and her father. On Oct. 28, when she felt the approach of 
death, she added a codicil, lamenting that Phihp should no longer 
reign, but praying him ever to remain friendly to the EngUsh 
nation ; and earnestly adjuring her "heir and successor" (she does 
not name her) to perform her bequests, and to pay her debts. The 
debts were eventually paid, but the hospital for soldiers was left to 
be founded in another age. 

s Philip became king of Spain by the resgnation of his fiither, in 
January, 1566. 



Mary before her marriage bore the aame arms as her 
brother, but without the gar- n 

ler ; after her marriage her j^j^^S 

those of Philip''. For aup- 
portera of her own arme she 
employed the golden lion, as- 
Bocialed sometimes with the 
red dragon, at others with , 
the white greyhound ; hut 
the coat when impaled ia 
supported by an eagle and 
a lion. She ordinarily em- 
ployed the usual motto, -.nui^ 
" Dieu et mon Droit ;" but sometimes (in allusion to a 
passage in the preamble of the act asserting her legiti- 
macy) " Veritas Temporis filia." She used the pome- 
granate, and rose and pomegranate badges of her mo- 
ther, and also a badge peculiar to herself, an impale- 
ment of the Tudor rose and a sheaf of arrows. 



Like all the children of Henry VIII., Mary was 

- > Philip's coat has no Jess than eleven bearinga ; the arniB, namely, 
otCaslJle, Leon, Arragon, fiioily. Granada, Auetria (modem), Bur- 
gundy (ancient and modem), Brabimt, Flanden, and TjiciL 
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learned S and her only pleasares were her devotions, her 
charities, and her hooks. Her personal piety cannot be 
disputed, and her simple inexpensive mode of life saved 
her people from the exactions and disofders which 
attended the splendid "progresses" of her successor. 
Yet the character of Mary is usually represented in the 
darkest colours. Her harsh treatment of her sister, her 
ingratitude to Cranmer, and her persecuting to the death 
so many of her subjects, her needless war with France, 
and consequent loss of Calais, have, in the popular esti- 
mation, covered her memory with infamy. There are 
circumstances, however, in regard to all these matters, 
which ought to be taken into the account, if it be wished 
to form an impartial estimate of her conduct. Her war 
with France was probably more the work of her ministers 
than of herself, and she as deeply deplored its result as 
any of her subjects could do. If we turn to matters in 
which she was personally concerned, it is obvious that 
she was sincere in her line of conduct, and, unlike most 
of her cotemporaries, the changes which she attempted 
in religion were the source, not of gain, but of loss 
to herJ. She could not be expected to regard as a 
sister, the child of the rival of her mother, and Eliza- 
beth did not conduct herself towards her in a way 
to remove her dislike^ ; the fact that Cranmer preserved 

' Her tutor was Dr. Fetherstone^ executed in 1540 for asserting 
the vididity of her mother's marriage. See p. 191. 

i Though burdened with the debts of her father and brother, she 
re-founded seyeral religious houses, and gave back to the Churdi 
the first-fruits and tenths ; these were all seized again by her suc> 
cessor, Elis^abeth. 

k Yet she made her several presents of rich jewels, and caused hef 
to be treated kindly, though obliged to guard against the designs of 
Elizabeth's friends. 
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her life from the fury of her father is doubtfuU ; but it 
is quite certain that he concurred in the harsh proceed* 
ings of her brother's council against her, and joined in 
the attempt to exclude her from the throne ; and she 
could hardly forget the sentence of divorce and bastardy 
that he had pronounced. As to the heaviest charge 
against her, her persecution of her Protestant subjects, 
this was disguised, probably, even to her own heart, by 
the same specious reasons as induced Cranmer himself 
to commit Joan Bocher and the Anabaptists to the 
flames ; persecution of all who ventured to hold opinions 
contrary to those favoured by authority being a general 
rule of policy with every communion in the sixteenth 
century ; and thus accounting for, though not justify- 
ing, the conduct of the queen of England, and the co- 
temporary kings of France, as well as that of Cranmer 
and Calvin"^, 



A.D. 1553. Northumberland and his associates en- 
deavour to seize the Princess Mary ; she is informed of 
her brother's death, which they endeavour to conceal, 
and writes to the council from Kenninghall, in Suffolk, 
July 9, to claim the crown. 

The council reply, that " Queen Jane is their sove- 
reign, according to the ancient laws of the land and the 
late king's letters patent." 

Lady Jane is proclaimed queen, July 10. 

* Seep. 179. 

"^^ If the royal offenders against Christian charity committed atro- 
cities which seem to throw the burning of the Anabaptists and of 
Servetus into the shade, it must not be forgotten that there was at 
least as great a difference in the power of the respective parties as in 
their actions. 
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Queen Mary raises forces to support her title** ; North- 
umberland leaves London, July 14, to proceed against 
them. 

Ridley, bishop of London, preaches at Paul's Cross in 
favour of Jane, Sunday, July 16, as does Sands, the 
Tice-chanceUor, at Cambridge, on the same day^. 

The earl of Arundel and others of the council forsake 
Northumberland ; they proclaim Queen Mary in Lon- 
don, July 19, and order Northumberland to disband his 
forces. 

Northumberland, being at Cambridge, dismisses his 
troops and proclaims Queen Mary, July 20 ; he is seized 
by the earl of Arundel, July 21, and sent with three of 
his sons to the Tower, where he arrives July 25 P. 

The queen enters London, August 3, accompanied by 
the Princess Elizabeth, and the Lady Anne of Cleves ; 
she proceeds at once to the Tower, and releases the dak« 
of Norfolk, Gardiner, bishop of Winchester, the widow 
of the duke of Somerset, lord Courteney^, and other 
prisoners. 

The queen sends for the lord mayor (George Bame) 
and aldermen to the Tower, Aug. 12, and assures them 

" Among the earliest to join her were the crew of a ship that had 
been stationed on the coast to prevent her anticipated flight. 
• • They were both sent to the Tower a few days after; Ridley 
was kept in confinement until his martyrdom, but Sands was soon 
released ; he went abroad, returned on Mary*8 death, and held 
in succession the sees of Worcester, London and York; he died 
Aug. 8. 1688. 

p The duke of Suffolk, &ther te Lady Jane Grey, was also sent to 
the Tower, July 28, but released three days after. 

4 He was the son of the marquis of Exeter, executed in 1539 (see 
p. 188) ; he was soon created earl of Devon, but fell under suspicion 
of favouring Wyatt's rebellion, was imprisoned, and died in exik 
in 1656. 
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that " albeit her own conscience was stayed in matters 
of religion, yet she meant not to compel or strain men's 
consciences otherwise than God should, as she trusted, 
put in their hearts a persuasion of the truth that she is 
in, through the opening of His word unto them by godly 
and virtuous and learned preachers." 

A tumult occurs in Paul's-cross, on Sunday, Aug. 13, 
on occasion of Bonner re-entering into possession of his 
see'; occasion is thence taken to prohibit all preach- 
ing except by persons having special license^ 

The duke of Northumberland, the marquis of North- 
ampton, and the earl of Warwick, (Northumberland's 
son) are tried before the duke of Norfolk as Lord High 
Steward, and their peers, charged with treason ; they 
plead guiltv, Aug. 18. Sir Andrew Dudley, Sir John 
Gate, Sir Henry Gate, and Sir Thomas Palmer, are tried 
by a special commission on a similar charge, Aug. 19 ; 
they also plead guilty. The duke, Sir John Gate, and 
Sir Thomas Palmer, are beheaded, Aug. 22*. 

Gardiner is made lord chancellor, Aug. 23. 

' Bourn, bis chaplain, preached a sermon in which he censured 
ihe proceedings against Bonner in the preceding reign : stones and a 
dagger were thrown at him, and he owed his life to the exertions of 
Rogers and Bradford, two of the prebendaries, who afterwards suf- 
fered martyrdom. 

* These ucenses were granted only to known Romanists, but many 
of the Protestants preached without, and were in consequence im- 
prisoned, the first rtep in the Marian persecution. 

* The sum of £10 13s. 4d. was given to them, by the queen's 
order, to distribute in alms at their execution, as appears from the 
Lord Chamberlain's account. They all died warning the people not 
to turn religion into sedition, as they had done. The others were 
pardoned after a brief imprisonment, and most of them were after* 
wards employed by the queen ; the earl of Warwick, however, died 
in the Tower, having remained there through illness, Oct. 21, 1554. 
He has left his own name "JOHN dvdlb," on the wall of the Beau- 
champ tower, as also an elaborate device and inscription, comma- 
Siorating by floral emblems the names of his four brothers. 
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IRELAND. 

A.D. 1553. George Dowdall, archbishop of Ar- 
magh, is reinstated in his see, and the primacy. 

Dowdall had gone into exile in the time of King Ed- 
ward, on the primacy being adjudged to the see of 
Dublin. He now had a commission granted to him, in 
virtue of which he deprived the archbishop of Dublin 
(George Browne), and the bishops of Meath, Kildare, 
and Leighlin (Edward Staples, Thomas Lancaster, and 
Hobert Travers), as married men ; and Bale, bishop of 
Ossory, having fled the country, the rest of the bishops 
readily complied with the restoration of Romanism. Sir 
Thomas RatcliflP (afterwards earl of Sussex) was ap- 
pointed deputy in 1556, and held a parliament which 
passed acts regarding religion similar to those that had 
been carried in England, but, probably owing to their 
small number, no persecution of Protestants followed ; 
indeed, some from England found refuge in Ireland. 



A.D. 1553. Bonner, Day, Gardiner, Heath, and Ton- 
stall, are restored to their sees ; Hooper, bishop of Glou- 
cester, is sent to the Fleet, Sept. 1 . 

Latimer (formerly bishop of Exeter) is sent to the 
Tower, Pept. 13"; the foreign Protestants are ordered 
to leave England, and Cox, Grindal, Home, and other 
Churchmen, retire to Germany, 

" He is said in the Council-book to be committed for his seditious 
demeanour ; he was to remain a close prisoner, but to be attended 
by one Ansly, his servant. 
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Cranmer draws up a declaration of his stedfastness 
in the reformed religion^; he is summoned before the 
cound], and committed to the Tower, Sept, 14. 

The queen is crowned with much ceremony, by Gar- 
diner, Oct. 1, on which occasion she remits the taxes 
voted in the last parliament of King Edward. 

The archbishop of York committed to the Tower, 
Oct. 4. 

The parliament meets 3^ Oct. 5, and sits (with a short 
adjournment) till Dec. 6. The new treasons, prsemunires, 
and felonies created in the two preceding reigns are 
abolishe ', i 1 Mar. c. 1]. The queen is declared to have 
been bom " in a most just and lawful matrimony/* [sees. 
2, c. 1]; the laws concerning religion passed in the last 
reign are annulled, [c. 2] ; and the form of divine service 
as used in the last year of Henry VIII. is re-established 
from the ensuing 20th of December*. 

AssembUes of more than twelve persons to attempt 
any alteration of religion declared felony ^ [1 Mar. c. 12.] 

The attainder of the duke of Norfolk reversed, [1 Mar. 
cc. 22, 34]. 

* Reports had been spread that he had offered to perform mass 
before the queen, and had caused it to be restored in nis cathedral, 
which he indignantly denied. 

y The convocation met Oct. 18, and after a strenuous opposition 
from Philpot and a few others, the doctrine of transubstantiation was 
affirmed. Weston, the prolocutor, closed the debate with the bar- 
barous expression, " You have the word, but we have the sword I" 

* By the seal of Bonner, the former service was fully re-established 
in St. Paul's on the 25th of November, even before the queen had 
assented to this act ; he had commenced its restoration on his own 
Authority, Aug. 27. 

* By the assembly of a less number the penalty of a year's im- 
prisonment was mcurred. Tne act also pumshed tumults for other 
purposes, as destroying inclosures, Ac, but its provisions were less 
rigorous than those ot the statute of 1549 against unlawftii assem- 
bles. Seep. 21^ 
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Archbishop Cranmer, Lady Jane Grey, her husband, 
Guildford, and his brothers, Sir Ambrose and Henry 
Dudley, are tried at Guildhall, Nov. 13, by a special 
commission consisting of the lord mayor (Thomas White), 
the duke of Norfolk and others, on charges of treason. 
Cranmer pleads not guilty, but withdraws his plea ; the 
rest plead guilty. Sir Robert Dudley, another brother, 
is tried at the same place on similar charges, Jan. 20, 
1554, and pleads guilty^. 

Negociations are commenced for a reconciliation with 
Rome ; Cardinal Pole is commissioned as legate to bring 
it about. 

Veysey, bishop of Exeter, is restored to his see, 
Dec. 28. 

A.D. 1554. A marriage is concluded between the 
queen and Philip, son of the emperor, Charles V. The 
parliament (dissolved near the end of the preceding year) 
had expressed their dislike of the match, and now certain 
parties resolved to resist it by arms. 

Sir Thomas Wyatt, a Kentish gentleman, confederated 
with Sir Peter Carew, Sir William Pickering, Sir Nicholas 
Arnold, Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, Sir James Crofts, 
and others, as early as November, 1553, to hinder the 
marriage, and they seem to have been little scrupulous 
about the means °. The duke of Suffolk, his brother 



^ Only Gufldford Dudley and Lady Jane were executed on this 
conviction ; the other Dudleys received a pardon in 15i>5, and Cran- 
mer was put to death as a heretic, not a traitor. 

<: Among their schemes, a pretended spirit oonoeided in the wall 
of a house in the city denounced the queen, the prince, the mass, 
confession, and other matters ; the impostor (Elizabeth Croft, a girl 
of 18) was detected, and made a public confession of her offence at 
Paul's-oross, July 15. Some prayed for the queen's death, and one 
man, at least, contemplated ragicide. In May, 1554^ William Thomas, 
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(lord Thomas Grey), and his sons joined themselves tO' 
them, and endeavoured to raise troops in Leicester, Jan. 
29, by the offer of a payment of sixpence a-day ; their 
attempt was unsuccessful, and they were soon lodged in 
the Tower ; Carew** and Crofts equally failed in Devon- 
shire and Wales. 

Wyatt's enterprise at first seemed to prosper. He 
got together at least 2,000 men at Rochester, as early 
as Jan. 26, (according to the indictment against him,) 



formerly clerk of the council, was oonvicted of suggesting to Arnold 
and others the murder of the queen. In his indictment he is charged 
with putting the following "argument" in writing : "Whether were 
it not a g^ood device to have all these perils that we have talked o^ 
taken away with very little bloodshed, that is to say, by kiUing the 
queen. I think John Pitzwilliams might be persuaded to do it, &c. 
He attempted to kill himself in prison before his trial, but was exe« 
cuted May 18. 

* He escaped to France. The conduct of the queen towards him, 
recorded in the following terms in the Council-book, (Hampton 
Court, Sept. 22, 1554, Gardiner being present,) may fairly be taken 
as an evidence that she was not destitute of kind and womanly 
feeling. 

" Whereas the Lady Talboys, wife to Sir Peter Carew, hath made 
right humble and earnest suit unto the kincf and queen's majesties, 
as weU for leave to write unto her husband from time to time, as 
also to have license to send him some present relief ; notwithsts^d-* 
ing the greatness of her husband's offences, upon her importunity 
nevertheless, and considering that she hath done herein for her part 
no less than became a good and loving wife, their majesties bein^ 
inclined to compassion and clemency, have been contented to con- 
descend thereunto ; and therefore it was this day resolved by the 
lords, that the Lady Talboys being called before them, should, for 
answer of the King emd Queen's Highness' pleasure in the premises, 
not only have thus much declared unto her, that she might when 
she would write ov^r the seas to her said husband, and for this one 
time only relieve him with her goods, without incurring their High, 
nesses' indignation for so doing." What follows shews kindness in 
the ooimcil. ^' l^e lords further declared, upon her humble suit, 
that, for her indemnity and better discharge, this declaration of the 
King and Queen's Highness' pleasure herein should be entered as 
matter of record in the Liedger and Begister-book of the Council ; 
of which resolution she being desirous to have a copy, the lords were 
content to grant her therein also her humble request." 



834 THE TUBOBS. 



and fortified the castle and bridge. The duke of Nor- 
folk waa sent against him with the queen's guard, his 
own retinue, and about 500 men raised in London, under 
the command of Alexander Brett. He sent a herald to 
offer pardon to the rebels, which they refused to ac- 
cept, and when he was about to attack their position 
(Jan. 29), Brett and the Londoners cried out "We 
are all Englishmen !" " A Wyatt ! a Wyatt !" and went 
over to the Kentish men, as did some of the guard and 
many of the retinue ; the duke was obliged to flee for 
his life, leaving all his cannon and ammunition behind. 

Wyatt reached Deptford on the 1st of February, and 
in answer to a message from the queen demanded that 
she should change her counsellors, surrender the Tower 
to him, and go to reside there under his custody. On 
the same day the queen came to the Guildhall, in Lon- 
don, and claimed the assistance of the citizens against 
Wyatt, appointing Lord William Howard lieutenant of 
the city, and the earl of Pembroke general of her forces 
in the field. The Kentish men entered Southwark with- 
out opposition on the evening of the 3rd, plundered 
the palace of the bishop of Winchester ®, but were un- 
able to force a passage over London bridge. On the 
morning of the 6th Wyatt withdrew from Southwark, at 
the entreaty of the inhabitants, who saw the guns of the 
Tower directed against them, and marched to Kingston. 
He repaired the bridge, which had been broken, and 
marched in the night of Feb. 6-7 towards London, but 

* Aooording to Stow, " they left not a lock on a door, or a book in 
his gallery or library unout or rent into pieces, so that men might 
have gone up to the knees in leaves of books cut out and thrown 
under foot." 
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losing time in endeavoaring to bring on a gun which 
had broken down, and which he could not be persuaded 
to abandon, his design of surprising the queen in her 
palace before daybreak, miscarried : he halted at Knights- 
bridge to rest his men, when many of his partisans, de- 
spairing of success, forsook him. When he moved for- 
ward he found himself exposed to the fire of artillery 
and charges of horse ; he passed on, however, repulsing 
an attack made on him by Sir John Gage at Charing 
Cross, until he came to Ludgate, which was defended 
against him by Lord William Howard ; thus unable to 
join his partisans in the city, he returned towards West- 
minster, but was met at Temple- bar by a party of horse ; 
a skirmish ensued, and after a brief parley with a herald, 
who exhorted him to merit the queen's pardon by spar- 
ing bloodshed, he surrendered himself to Sir Maurice 
Berkeley, and with his chief accomplices was shortly 
after conveyed to the Tower. 

Wyatt's approach was notified to the queen early in 
the morning, but she refused to remove for safety to the 
Tower ; she instead remained calmly at her devotions 
while the conflict was going on around her gates ; and 
she afterwards displayed a degree of lenity very unusual 
in her age, in dealing with the defeated insurgents ; of 
the many hundreds of prisoners taken, not a tenth were 
executed '. 

This rebellion, however, proved fatal to the unhappy 
Lady Jane Grey and her husband S; they were executed, 

' Her fkther, her brother, her mster, acted very diflerently, though 
not exposed to personal danger. See pp. 181, 213, 278. 

t It seems highly probable that but for it they would never have 
suffered, as their confinement had hitherto been by no means rigor- 
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the one within, the other without, the Tower, Feb. 12. 
Her father, the duke of Suffolk, was tried by his peers, 
and convicted, Feb. 17) and executed Feb. 23 ; her uncle. 
Sir Thomas Grey, pleaded guilty March 9, and was exe- 
cuted April 27. Sir Thomas Wyatt pleaded guilty March 
15, and was executed April 11^; Sir James Crofts aod 
Sir Nicholas Throckmorton were tried April 17; the 
trial of Throckmorton occupied the whole day, and he 
was acquitted, for which the jury were heavily fined * ; 
Crofts was again brought to the bar, April 28, and con- 
victed, but afterwards pardoned. 

The earl of Devon (Edward Courteney) is sent to the 
Tower, Feb. 12. 

The queen issues injunctions to the bishops to restore 
the ecclesiastical laws to their state under Henry VIII., 
but dispensing with the oath of supremacy, March 4. 

Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer removed from the 
Tower, March 13, and conveyed to Oxford. 

The princess Elizabeth is sent to the Tower, March 18, 
where she remains until May 19, and is then removed 
to Woodstock. 

The marquis of Northampton, Lord Cobham, and 

oufl. Lady Jane, the Dudleys, and Archbisliop Cranmer, were, by 
order of council, Dec. 17< 1553, allowed to have " the liberty of the 
walks within the garden of the Tower," on suggestion ** that dlvera 
be and have been evil at ease in their bodies for want of air." 

** A great number of his followers were tried, and mostly pleaded 
guilty, on various dates from the 13th to the 26th of Februaiy, of 
whom about 50 were executed. On February 20, upwards of iOO 
were brought before the queen at Westminst^ with halters round 
their necks, and then were set at liberty. 

* He was charged with conspiring with Sir Peter Carew to aaae 
the Tower, and had accompanied Wyatt throughout his rebellion. 
The jury were probably considered to have given an untrue verdict, 
and were therefore liable to attaint ondw the statute of Henry V II. 
See p. 126. 
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several other prisoners, are released from the Tower, 
March 24. 

The married clergy are either expelled, or separated 
from their wives. 

The archhishop of York (Robert Hoi gate) the bishops 
of Bristol (Paul Bushe), Chester (John Bride), St. 
David's (Robert Farrar), Gloucester, (John Hooper) 
Hereford (John Harley), and Lincoln (John Taylor), 
are deprived of their sees. The bishop of Bath and 
WeUs (Wilham Barlow) resigns J, and the bishop of 
Chichester (John Scory) preserves his see for awhile 
by renouncing his wife and doing penance, but is sub« 
sequently expelled. 

The parliament meets, April 2, and sits till May 5. 

All regal power declared to be vested in the queen as 
fully as in any king, [1 Mar. sess. 3. c. 1]. 

The stipulations of the queen's marriage contract esta- 
blished by parliament, [c. 2]. 

The see of Durham re-established^ [c. 3]. 

A public disputation held at Oxford, April 16, 17, 18, 
on the mass, at which Cranmer, Ridley, and Latimer 
state their opinions, but are borne down by clamour. 
They are again brought forward April 28, and refusing 
to conform, are pronounced " obstinate heretics^*' 



J He soon after escaped beyond sea ; one William Marriner, of 
Bristol, was sent to the Marshalsea for aiding him. 

k The former act suppressing the see (see p. 220) is said to have 
been brought about by ''the sinister labour, great malice, and cur- 
nipt means of certain ambitious persons then being in authority/' 

•Cranmer exclaimed, "From this your judgment and sentence, 
I appeal to the just judgment of Almighty God, trusting to be pre- 
sent with Him in heaven, for whose presence on the altar I am thus 
condemned." His fellow-prisoners also rejoiced that tihey were to 
mSer for the truth. 
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The imprisoned preachers in London issue a protest 
against the public disputations as unfairly managed, and 
a design of taking some of them to Cambridge for that 
purpose is abandoned. May 8. 

The exiled earl of Kildare°^ restored, May 14. 

The princess Elizabeth is released from the Tower, 
May 19 ; she is put first in the charge of Lord Williams, 
at Woodstock, and afterwards under the care of Sir 
Henry Bedingfield. 

The preacher' at Paurs-cross (Dr. Pendleton) is fired 
at, June 10, which occasions a proclamation against 
bearing weapons. 

Philip of Spain'^ lands at Southampton, July 20, and 
marries the queen at Winchester, July 25. He procures 
the release of the earl of Devon® and others, and opposes 
the views of Gardiner against the princess Elizabeth, but 
is unpopular from his haughty, formal behaviourP. 

Notes of the proceedings in council ordered to be 
made in Latin or Spanish for the use of King Philip, 
July 27. 

The bishops make a visitation to enforce the queen's 
injunctions ^ ; some of the Reformed disperse ballads and 
poems in ridicule of the re-established ceremonies, which 



" See p. 174. 

" He had received from hig father the kingdom of Naples, and in 
consequence he and the queen took the stvle of " King and Queen 
of England, France, Naples, Jerusalem, and Ireland." 

** He had been removed from the Tower to the castle of Fother- 
inghay ; he was now allowed to go abroad, and died in Italy shortly 
after. 

p Quarrels ensued between his attendants and the English, which 
are noticed in the Privy Council Book, under date Aug. 15, 1554 ; 
the Spaniards are referred to the judgment of the idng, being ap- 
parently not considered amenable to the English laws. 

« See p. 236. 
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gives great offence, and measures are taken for severe 
punishment '. 

The parliament meets, Nov. 12, and sits till Jan. 16, 
1655. 

Cardinal Pole's attainder is reversed. He comes to 
England, arriving in London, Nov. 14; and makes a 
speech to the parliament inviting them to reconciliation 
with the Holy See, Nov. 27. 

The cardinal's speech is considered in the parliament, 
Nov. 29 ; a conference of both houses is held, and an 
address voted to the king and queen expressing detes- 
tation of their " most horrible defection and schism from 
the Apostolic See," a readiness to repeal all laws made 
to its prejudice, and an earnest desire for reconciliation. 

The cardinal, in consequence, grants them absolution, 
and frees the realm from all spiritual censures, Nov. 30. 

Cardinal Pole and Gardiner advise different courses 
regarding the Reformed ; the cardinal recommends lenity 
and forbearance, but the more violent counsels of Gar- 
diner^ unfortunately prevail. 

' Some of them had before this acted very unwisely and offen- 
sively. One Robert Mendham, a tailor, was brought before the Star- 
chamber, Sept. 15, 1553, for " shavii]Jg: a dog in despite of priest- 
hood," and was ordered *' openly to confess Ms folly" in the parish 
church of St. Giles-in-the-llelds. On Sunday, Apnl 8, 1654^ a cat 
was found hanging in Cheap, "with her head shorn, and the like- 
ness of a vestment cast over her, with her fore-feet tied together, and 
a round piece of paper like a singing cake betwixt them ;" this, by 
order of Bonner, was shewn to the people at Paurs-cross, by Dr. 
Pendleton, who was himself fired at in the pulpit shortly after. Such 
conduct has provoked the wrath of governments in ages more 
tolerant than that of the Tudors. 

• He was particularly irritated by some of the English exiles 
abroad reprinting a book on True Obedience, the joint production of 
himself and Bonner, in which language most offensive to the queen 
was used regarding her mother's marriage and ** the usurped autho- 
rity of the bishop of Borne." 
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The Russia Company incorporated. They dispatch 
Richard Chancellor and Anthony Jenkinson as their 
agents to open a trade with Russia and Persia. 

A statute passed, "repealing all Statutes, Articles, 
and 'Provisions made against the See Apostolic of Rome 
since the twentieth year of King Henry YIIL, and also 
for the estabUshment of all Spiritual and Eksclesiastieal 
Possessions and Hereditaments conveyed to the Laity ;" 
[1 & 2 Phil. & Mar. c. 8]. This act recites that " much 
false and erroneous doctrine hath been taught, preached, 
and written, partly by divers the natural-born subjects 
of this realm, and partly being brought in hither from 
sundry other foreign countries, hath been sown and 
spread abroad within the same ;" hence the obnoxious 
statutes (19 in number) which are now repealed^. 

Praying for the queen's death, said to be practised in 
'* prophane and schismatical conventicles/* declared trea- 
son, [c. 9]. 

Speaking or preaching openly and advisedly against 
the title of the king and queen and their issue made 
punishable, for the first offence by forfeiture of goods 
and imprisonment for life, and for the second as trea- 
son^, [c. 10]. 

A.D. 1555. Sir Andrew Dudley, Sir James Crofts, 

* The bishoprics, colleges, schools, hospitals, &o., "established 
sithence this schism," are confirmed, as are all marriages liable only 
to canonical objections. Cardinal Pole, as papal legate, consented 
to the Church property which had been seized remaining in lay 
hands, but laid it as a solemn chai^ on men's consciences to make 
restitution to the extent of their ability. 

" The arbitrary course of proceeding by attainder, so frequent under 
Henry VIII., is forbidden oy this statute ; all prosecutions under it 
are cUrected to be " according to the due order and course of the 
common laws of this realm, and not otherwise.** 
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Sir Nicholas Throckmorton, Sir George , Harper, and 
several other prisoners, are released from the Tower> 
Jan. IS"". 

The Marian persecution begins, with the seizure of a 
congregation of thirty persons in the citj of London, 
who are discovered using the service-book of T^ing 
Edward. 

Rogers, a prebendary of St. Paul's, is brought before 
the council, and examined as to his religious opinions, 
Jan. 22 ; he refuses to acknowledge the supremacy of 
the pope, and is sent back to Newgate. 

Hooper, the deprived bishop of Gloneester, and 
Rogers, are examined before Gardiner and other bishops 
at St. Mary Overy, Southwark, and condemned as 
" obstinate heretics,** Jan. 28. 

Rogers is burnt in Smithfield, Feb. 4 ; and Hooper at 
Gloucester, Feb. 9. 

Alphonso, a Spanish friar, and the king's confessor, 
preaches a sermon, Feb. 10, in which he throws the 
odium of the burnings on the bishops ; they, in conse- 
quence, pause in their course. 

Thirlby, bishop of Ely, and lord MontacuteS^, are sent 
as ambassadors to Rome, to formally complete the re- 
conciliation, February. 

The English exiles circulate an address to the queen 
and the people against persecution for conscience' sake*. 

* The prince of Orange had visited the Tower a few days before, 
and expressed compassion for their captivity, and a hope that the 
queen would relieve them. 

y Anthony Browne, formerly one of the queen's household. 

' This manifesto also entered into political matters, endeavoured 
to alarm the holders of the abbey lands, and drew a picture of Uie 
Spanish rule in the Netherlands, and of the dangers which threatened 
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The queen surrenders such of the Church lands as 
still remain with the crown, and places them at the dis- 
posal of the cardinal. 

William Flower, formerly a monk, attempts to murder 
the priest at St. Margaret's, Westminster, whilst minis- 
tering the sacrament on Easter-day (April 14); his 
hand is cut off, and he is then burnt as a heretic, in the 
Sanctuary, April 24. 

The justices of the peace are enjoined diligently to 
search out heretics ; many persons are in conseqaence 
apprehended, condemned, and executed. 

Thiiteen persons burnt at Stratford, June 27. 

John Bradford *, a prebendary of St. Paul's, is burnt 
in Smithfield, July 1. 

The English ambassadors have conferences with the 
pope, (Paul IV), who presses them for a restoratioa 
of all the Church lands, and the payment of Peter- 
pence. 

The bishops of Lincoln, Gloucester, and Bristol, and 
other commissioners, hold a court under the papal au- 
thority at Oxford, for the trial of Cranmer, Ridley and 
Latimer^. After several examinations Ridley and La- 
England from the same cause. It was answered by the Romanists 
by an appeal to the Mosaic laws against blasphemers, and soeh 
texts as " Compel them to come in." 

* Already mentioned (see p. 229) as having, with his feUow martyr 
Rogers, saved the life of Bomn, Bonner's chaplain ; he had be«i 
imprisoned ever since Aug. 16, 1653, and is remarkable for havingr 
carried on a warm tiieological controversy with Ridley and other 
prisoners. 

^ The process commenced early in September^ though sentence was 
not pronounced against Ridley and I^tmier until Friday, Oct. 4, and 
then the cause, as far as regarded Cranmer, was remitted to Rome, 
where a definitive sentence of deprivation was passed against him in 
December. This was carried out by his fonnal degradation, Feb. 
U, 1656. 
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timer are condemned as "obstinate heretics," and are 
burnt near Balliol College, Oct. 16. Cranmer is re- 
manded to prison. 

The parliament meets, Oct. 21. 

Commissioners appointed to restore and re-edify cas- 
tles and towns in the northern counties [2 & 3 Phil. & 
Mar. c. 1.1 

Tenths and first-fruits restored to the Church, [c. 4.] 

Former statutes for the relief of the poor confirmed 
and amended ^ [c. 5.] 

Sir Anthony Kingston, a member of the Commons, 
is imprisoned by the council for his conduct in parlia* 
roent^. 

Cardinal Pole, having the royal license, holds a synod, 
at which canons are drawn up for reforming the state of 
the Church. 

Dr. Story and others are commissioned to restore the 
roodlofts, crucifixes, and images in the churches. 

Gardiner, bishop of Winchester and lord chancellor, 
dies at Whitehall, Nov. 12*. 

A.D. 1556. The archbishop of York is appointed 
lord chancellor, Jan. 1. 

William Chamberlain, or Constable, a youth who had 

• Where the poor were particularly numerous they might be licen- 
sed to beg : and sums gathered in London for their relief were to be 
paid to and disbursed hy Christ's Hospital. 

' He was discharged after a fortnight's confinement, but being 
afterwards accused of a design to rob me Exchequer, he was appre- 
hended, and died on his way to London. His alleged confederates, 
John Throckmorton (broUier of Sir Nicholas) and seven others were 
found guilty and executed. 

• His body was wrapped in lead and placed in a vault in the 
church of St Mary Overy, Southwark, where it remained until near 
the end ot February, 1556, when it was removed with much pomp 
and buried at Winchester. Whilst it rested at St. Mary's, the rich 
velvet pall was stolen fipom the coffin. 
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penonated the deceased king, Edward VT., u executed', 
March 13. 

Cramner is tampered with in prison, and recants; 
he is yet ordered for execution by writ dated Feb. 
21; after a farther delay he is burnt at Oxford, 
March 21. 

Trinity College, Oxford, founded by Sir Thomts 
PopeK, March IS. 

' Some penont wen exAimnad by Uie oomial u long twok as Nor. 
1553, for spreading a report of King Edward beine tlive. Chum- 
barlmn wiu the bod of a miller la the north, and hod boen in the eer- 
vioe of Sir Fetar MeautTa, who ntu hinuelf impriaaned in 1&55 ; he 
liad before coofesBed bis impoature, and been dunmssed niUi a whip- 
ping, on a promiae of r^auiug to his own cooot^, which it seems 

I This desonei notioa, aa the flrat oolle^ tbunded in either UmTcr- 
riCy by an indiriduaJ unoe tlie Refbrmation. Od its ste werQ aomo 
riiined buildings of Durham coUegOf a tbundatioD of the latter part of 



the 13th century, wMuh bad been shortly before grantod to Dr. 
George Owen and Willinni Martyn, and were purchased from them bj 
Sir Thamas Pope. He liad been educated at £toa> was a lawyer. 



Cardinal Pole is coDsecrated ■rchbishop of Canter- 
bury, March 22". He publicly assumes the functions 
of papal legate, March 28. 

Richard Uvedale, goTemor of Yarmouth castle, in the 
lele of Wight, is convicted of treason', April 21, and 
executed April 28. 

A commission granted to Bonner and othere (Sept, 
23) to search for and tx)llect all records of the visi- 
tations of the monasteries, and deliver them to the 
cardinal, " that they might be disposed of as the queen 
should order^," 

The ahbey of Westminster formally re-established, 
Nov. 21 ; John Feckenham, or Hofrman, late dean of 
St. Paul's, is installed as abbot. 

A.D. 1557. Cardinal Pole holds a visitation of the 
Universities, when English Bihles and books containing 
"heretical oiiinions" are destroyed. The body of Peter 
Martyr's wife is removed from its grave at Oxford, but 
re-interred through defect of legal evidence as to her 
creed ; at Cambridge the bodies of Bucer and Fagius 

and had held many important offices. Hs ^ 
boemno olork of the Slar-chiimber, then a > 
privy eoun-jillor ; also treanurer ot the Court r~. 
of Aagmentaliona, master of the jewela, andlii; 
waiden of the mint. He sue far awbile the 
keeper of the PrinoeBa Eliiabeth, and djingin 
January, lii69, soon after her aooeaaion, he was 4 
buHad m the chapel of his coUogQr J 

' He had been appointed by the pope, by 
a bull dated Deo, 11, 1566. 

' Ho had agreed not to oppose a thr8at-^_jj,,,„_i^;..„j^oj^_j_ 
enad landing of Heniy Dudley and others 

who bod formerly fled to Fnuice, and ta whom the plunder of 
the Eiohequer (see p. 243) was intended to be »nt. John Tlirook- 
jaortOD was tried and oTecuted with him. 

t They appear to have been destroyed, as very t^w are now kuown 
to exist. 

■ She could not speak English, and therejbre teatjmony ns to her 
T^igioui opinioni was not proourabick 
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are taken up', their teaching testified to, and then burnt™, 
Feb. 6. 

A commission issued, Feb. 8, to Bonner and others, to 
inquire rigorously concerning " devilish and clamorous 
persons/' who spread seditious reports or brought in 
"heretical and seditious books;" they had also full 
power over those who neglected or contemned the Church 
ceremonies, and "vagabonds and masterless men"." 

Osep Napea, the first ambassador from Russia, arrives 
in London, Feb. 28 ^^^ and makes a commercial treaty. 

St. John's College, Oxford, founded, by Sir Thomas 
White P, March 5. 

The queen declares war against France, in support of 
her husband Philip 4, June 7. 

• This revolting act seems to have been forced on Pole's com- 
missioners by the bigotry of the bishop of Chester (Cuthbert Scott) 
and some members of the University. 

■ They were empowered to fine, imprison, or "otherwise pimish,"at 
their pleasure ; charges of " heretical acts or opinions*' they were to 
remit to the spiritual courts. These commissioners became exceed- 
ingly odious, as the^ were looked on as the precursors of the establish- 
ment of the Inquisition. 

o He had left Archangd, July 28, 1556, in a ship belonging to the 
Eiuriish merchants ^see p. 239), but suffered shipwreck on the coast 
of Scotland, whe.i Richard Chancellor, his conductor, was cLtx>wned. 

' He was a Muscovy merchant, who had been twice lord mayor of 
London, and was knighted for his services in 
suppressing Wyatt's rebellion. His foundation 
occupies the site of St Bernard's College, an 
educational e>stablishment of the Cistercians, 
founded by Archbishop Chicheley. Sir Thomas 
White died in 1567, and was buried in the 
chapel of his college ; his funeral oration was 
delivered by Edmund Campion, afterwards 
the celebrated Jesuit. 

4 Philip had long before endeavoured to in- 
duce the queen to take this step, but she de- Am>ofst.j«hB'aCoiiac«, 
clined it until her states were attacked by a o»ford. 

force fitted out by the refugees in France. Thomas Stafford landed 
with a party in Yorkshire, and seized Scarborough castle, April 25 ; 
he issued a proclamation reviling the queen, and styling himself pro- 
tector of the kingdom. He was soon captiured and brought to Lon- 
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The Spaniards defeat the French at St. Quentin, 
Aug. 10, being assisted by some English troops. 

The French incite the Scots to invade England. 

The order of knights of St. John of Jerusalem re- 
established' ; Sir Thomas Tresham made lord prior of 
England, Nov. 30. 

A.D. 1558. The French, under the duke of Guise, 
invest Calais. The castles of Newenham bridge and 
Ruysbank are abandoned, Jan. 3 ; the duke then besieges 
the castle of Calais, which surrenders, Jan. 6 ; the town 
capitulates the next day*. The French then advance to 
Guinea, which, after a stout defence by Lord Grey, is 
taken, Jan. 21, and the only remaining fort in Hammes 

don, where, with five of his associates, he was tried. May 22 and 25 ; 
they aU pleaded guilty (one, John Sherlles, a Frenchman, at first 
pleaded not guilty, but retracted his plea) ; Stafford was beheaded 
on Tower-hill, and three others executed at Tyburn (Stowell, Proctor, 
and Bradford) May 28 ; Sherlles and Saunders were pardoned. 

' See p. 190. 

■ Lord Wentworth and fifty others were to remain as prisoners ; 
the rest of the English, about 4,000 in number, were to go where 
they would. The French at once entered the town, ** and forthwith,'' 
says Grafton, ** all the men, women, and children were commanded 
to leave their houses, and to go unto certain places appointed for 
them, tiiere to remain till order were further taken for their sending 
away. The places appointed for them to remain in were chiefly 
four, the two churches of Our Lady and St. Nicholas, the deputy's 
bouse, and the Staple, where they rested part of that day, the night 
following, and the next day till the afternoon. And while they were 
thus in these four places, proclamation was made in their hearings, 
straitly chfurging them that were inhabitants of the town of Calais, 
having about them any money, plate, or jewels, to the value of four- 
pence, to bring the same forthwith, and lay it on the high altars of 
the said churches upon pain of death, bearing them in hand they 
should be searched. By reason of which proclamation there was 
made a sorrowfid offering ; and while they were at this offering in 
the churches, the Frencmnen rifled their houses, where they found 
inestimable riches and treasure.'* After this the English were ex- 
pdled firom the town, in several parties, but they were idndly treated 
by tiie Scottish horsemen in the duke's army, who guarded them 
through the French camp, and protected them from the insolenoe of 
the victors. 
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being abandoned the same night, the Elngliah are entirely 
expelled from France. 

The loss of Calais occasions great discontent. Philip 
offers to assist in recovering it, but the queen's council 
plead inability to bear the expense of the attempt. 

The parliament meets, Jan. 20» and sits till March 7. 

The French defeated at Gravelines, July 13, by the 
Spaniards, assisted by an English fleet. 

A fleet sent against France, under Lord Clinton, boms 
Conquet, in Britanny, (July 29,) but though joined by 
some Spanish ships, does not venture, as was intended, 
to attack Brest. 

Conferences for peace between England, France, and 
Spain opened at Cambray, in October. 

The queen, who had been long in bad health, dies at 
St. James's, Nov. 17; she is buried in Henry VII .'s 
chapel, Westminster abbey, Dec. 18*. 

• The bishop of Winchester (John White) preached her funenl 
sermon ; his text was, ** I praised the dead which are ahready dead 
more than the living which are yet alive ;" and giving offonoe by 
speaking warmly in her praise, and condemning the projected alter»- 
tions in religion, he was oonjQned to his house until the meeting of 
the pailiament. 



EUZABETH. 

Ei-tZABKTH, tbe only surviving child of HenTy VIII. 
by Anne Boleyn, vas born &t the palace of Placentia 
(Greenwich), September 7> 1533. In her third year ihe 
wsa deprived of her mother, and was also decliired iUegi- 
timate; but in 1644 ehe was conditionidlj restored ; and 
from that time until the death of Edward VI. she wa* 
apparently nell treated. She joined her sister Mary in 
opposing the usurpation of Lady Jane Grey, and accom- 
panied the queen on her entry into London. Little cor- 
diality, however, could be expected to subsist between 
them ; Elisaheth wbb looked upon as tbe hope of the 
Protestant party, and, being suspected of favouring 
the rebellion of Wyatt, she was sent to the Toner, hut 
after a short time was released, probably by the desire 
of Philip of Spain ; she was, however, soon placed under 
restndnt again, and dwelt ia a confinement more or leM 
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rigorous, according to the various tempers of her differ- 
ent keepers S until called to the throne by the death of 
Mary, Nov. 17, 1558. 

It was the general expectation of both friends and 
foes that Elizabeth would restore the public profession 
of Protestantism, and she at once proceeded to do so. 
Her principal adviser was William Cecil (afterwards 
Lord Burghley^), who took his measures with so much 
address that all opposition waa hometown, and an ap- 
parent conformity brought about with very little trouble. 
The Protestant Church was re-established, but it needed 
all the firmness of three successive primates (Parker, 
Grindal, and Whitgift), to prevent it being reduced to 
a mere creature of the State, — a scheme most agreeable 

* Of these, Sir Thomas Pope is said to have been the most indul- 
gent, and Sir Henry Bedingneld the most severe. 

^ He remained her prime minister until his death, and to him is 
due more properly than to the queen, the praise or blame of the 
most important transactions of her reign. He was bom in 1520, his 
fiftther being master of the robes to Henry VIII. He was educated 
at Cambridge, and was a diligent student ; he was intended for the 
law, but attracted the attention of the king, and became a courtier. 
Cecil served in the Scottish war under the protector Somerset ; be- 
came secretary of state to Edwsurd VI. ; so temporized in the matter 
of Lady Jane Cirey, as not to be committed with either party ; and 
complied with the change of religion under Mary. On Elizabeth's 
aooeseion he again professed Protestantism, and drew up " a device 
for alteration of religion," in which he recommended a systematic 
discouragement of all who had been in authority under Queen Btary, 
and supplying their place with "men meaner in substance and 
younger m years," the involving the cler^ in a praemunire, and "a 
sharp law" against popular assemUies. The plan was adopted, and 
at first seemed successful ; but many men were found, both Roman* 
ists and Puritans, who refused to rollow his example of sacrificing 
their consciences to every change of government ; nor could the 
many " sharp laws" that were devised by him bring them to con- 
formity. In the midst of the cares of state, Cecil was not n^lectfkil 
of his own interest. He was ennobled, as Lord Burghley, in 1571, 
and afterwards made lord high treasurer; and he succeeded in 
raislnjB^ a vast estate, great part of it, as was too usual with the 
courtiers of the Tudors, wrung by way of inequitable exchange 
from the Churoh. He died Aug. 4, 1598. 
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to the arbitrary temper of the queen^ "who entertained as 
high ideas of her ecclesiastical supremacy as Henry V III. 
had ever done. 

Elizabeth*s relations with foreign powers were, during 
the whole course of her reign, surrounded with diffi- 
culties connected with the subject of religion. At her 
accession the reigning pope (Paul IV.) refused to ac- 
knowledge her title ; Philip of Spain professed personal 
regard, but gave it to be understood that he could only 
continue in friendship with her if she continued a Ca- 
tholic; the king of France (Henry II.) induced his 
daughter-in-law, Mary of Scotland, to assume the style 
and arms of queen of England : on the other hand, the 
Protestants of France, Scotland, and the Netherlands 
looked to her for support against the tyranny of their 
sovereigns, as well in civil as religious matters. What- 
ever her own intentions may have been, the " Machiavel- 
governance*'" of her ministers only aggravated the trou- 
bles of other countries ; their arts were retorted by men 
as unscrupulous as themselves, and many determined 
attempts were made both against her government and 
her life, but all their eflForts were signally unsuccessful^. 

* Such is the term used by Archbishop Parker, in letters to Cecil, 
as fittest to describe the secret &vour given by members of the go- 
yemment to both Romanists and Puritans whom Uie bishops were 
oompolled to ooerce. 

* Most of these plots were foiled by the sagacity of Sir Francis 
WaUdn^ham, who was for many years secretary of state, and who, 
by foreign travel, had imbibed much of the dark and dangerous 
policy of his opponents. He was bom at Chiselhurst, in Kent, in 
1536 ;^ was educated at King's College, Cambridge ; became an ao- 
oomplished linguist, and was employed on the most important em- 
bassies to France and Scotland. He was rewarded with the chan- 
cellorship of the duchy of Lancaster, but he was not a favourite with 
EUaabeth, for be belonged to the Puritan party, and, unlUce his 
patron Burghley, he remained a poor man. He died April 6, 1590. 
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Elizabeth sent aid to the French Protestants on se- 
veral occasions, bat without any very important results. 
Her interference in Scotland was of a more decided 
character, the affiiirs of that country being in reality 
directed by her ministers. Mainly by their intrigues 
the ill-advised, unhappy, but probably not guilty Mary*, 
was driven from her throne. She sought shelter in 
England ; and though she found instead a prison, and 
eventually a violent death, her coming had most import- 
ant consequences, for the Romanists, who had hitherto 
yielded an apparent conformity to the Enghsh service, 
now very generally abandoned it, and looked to foreign 
powers for support, which they hoped to obtain by her 
means, and in retnm many shewed themselves ready to 
accept her as queen. 

The Romanists had, indeed, some time before begun 
to decline attendance at church, moved by the exhort- 
ations of William Allen' and other priests who had 
gone abroad on the re-establishment of the English Li- 
turgy, but about 1563 had ventured to return, and spread 
among them a censure of the Council of Trent on such 
conformity. Allen, too, founded a seminary at Douay ^ 

* The guilt or imiooenoe of the Scottish queen has frequently been 
made almost a national question, and innumerable writers have em- 
ployed their powers upon it ; all their researches, however, only oon- 
nrm the propriety of the remark of a cotemporary (Camden), who 
says, " Tnere are many suspicions, but no proofs." 

t He was bom in Lancashire in 1682 : he studied at Oxford, was 

Srincipal at St. Mary's Hall there, in the time of Mary, and with- 
rew to the continent on her death. He resided principaUy in Flan- 
ders, and is accused of being deeply enga«^ in the various plots 
against Elisabeth. He was made a cardinal in 1587, wrote an Ad- 
monition in &vour of tlie projected Spanish invasion, was rewarded 
by Philip with the archbishopric of Mechlin, and dieii in 1694. 

■ The college was dedicated to St. Thomas Becket ; it subsisted 
till the first French revolution, when the members removed to Eng- 
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to which the young men of their hest families were 
sent, where many became priests, and where all appear 
to have imbibed opinions certainly hostile to the qaeen*s 
ecclesiastical supremacy, and httle favourable to her civil 
government. Severe laws were in consequence enacted, 
but they rather irritated than subdued the body against 
which they were directed ; and, though near 200 Jesuits 
and other priests and their adherents suffered as traitors, 
the enterprise they bad set before themselves, of endea- 
vouring to restore Romanism, was never abandoned '^. 

Troubles had before arisen in another direction, and, 
being unwisely met, grew every day more serious. Many 
learned and pious men were from the first dissatisfied 
with certain poinfe in the discipline of the Church, which 
to them savoured too much of Romanism, though fairly 
defensible on the grounds of decency and order ^ It 
was attempted to overcome such scruples by depriving 
some of the more eminent of them of their preferments ; 

land, and established a house which still subsists at Old Hall Green, 
near Standon, in Hertfordshire ; the patron saint, however, was 
changed to Edmund, archbishop of Canterbury. Other seminaries 
for the English were in the course of a few years established at 
Aeims, St. Omer, Rome, Paris, Madrid, and elsewhere, the members 
of which took an oath to return to England, when ordered by their 
"uperiors, " to convert the souls of their countrymen and kindred." 

^ Campion, the Jesuit, one of the earliest paptJ missionaries, 
vn^ote thus to the queen's council : " Be it known unto you, that we 
have made a league, all the Jesuits in the world, whose succession 
and multitude must overreach all the practices of England, cheer- 
Ailly to carry the cross that you shall lay upon us, and never to 
despair your recovery, while we have a man left to enjoy your 
Tyburn, or to be racked by your torments, or to be consumea by 
your prisons. Expenses are reckoned, the enterprise is begun ; it is 
of God, it cannot be withstood. So the faith was planted, so must it 
be restored." 

^ The principal matters objected to at first were the vestments, 
the use of music, and bowing and kneeling ; but afterwards epi- 
Boopacy was attacked, and attempts were perseveringly made to 
^ulMstitute the presbyterian form of Church government. 
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but this only induced them to form separate congre^- 
tions, which at length became the objects of the rigour 
of the laws equally with the Romanists. Many of the 
Puritans, as 4hey came to be contemptuously termed, had 
been exiles in the time of Mary, and they had imbibed 
abroad a democratic spirit, which soon extended itself 
among their party, and rendered them willing to pro- 
ceed to any lengths against the Church. They were 
favoured, from interested motives, by the unprincipled 
Leicester^ and others, but firmly repressed by the queen, 
who perceived that, humanlv speaking, the Church and 
the State must stand or fall together. 

The Puritans had no support from abroad, and, though 
violent in language, were too weak to* do more than in- 
spire uneasiness. The Romanists, on the other hand, 

k Robert Dudley was a younger son of the 
duke of Northumberland. He joined in the 
attempt to set Lady Jane Grey on the throne, 
seized the town of King's Lynn, and pro- 
claimed her there, for which he was tried, 
Jan. 22, 1554 ; he pleaded guilty, but his life 
was spared, and he received a pardon the 
following year (Kaster term, 165 t) ; he went 
abroad, and served at the battle of St. Quentin. 
By Elizabeth he was created, on the same day, 
first Lord Denbigh, then earl of Jjeicester, re- 
ceived many important posts, and was treated 
with such peculiar favour that she was gene- 
rally supposed to entertain a design of marry- 
ing him. In 1585 he was sent, with almost regal powers, into the 
Low Countries, but greatly injured their cause by his insolence and 
incapacity ; yet in 1588 he was made generalissimo of the army 
raised to oppose the Spaniards. He died in the same year (Sept. 4), 
not without suspicion of poison. He professed an adherenoe to the 
rigid doctrines of the Puritans, but was in truth an execrable cha- 
racter. He was three times married ; he was suspected of murdering 
his first wife (Amy Robsart), whom he weddea Jane 4, 1550 ; tmd 
he disowned the second (Lady Douglas HowardV but left by her a 
son. Sir Robert Dudley, who lived abroad, and, being a fitvourite of 
the emperor, Ferdinand II , styled himself duke of Northumberland : 
he died at Florence in 1650. 
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had the active help of saccefidve popes (particularly 
Sixtus V.'), and of Philip of Spain, the most potent 
prince of his time. They made one feeble attempt at 
rebellion in England, but Ireland was for years the scene 
of a desolating war, the funds for which were supplied 
by Philip ; and he engaged in a futile attempt at the 
conquest of England ; its result was the destruction of 
his fleet, and the exposure of his own shores to every 
injury that a naval war could inflict™'. 

Elizabeth took a lively interest in the affairs of France, 
as well as in those of the Netherlands ; and her help, 
though often grudgingly bestowed °, had a most import- 
ant effect in establishing Henry IV. on the throne, and 
in raising up the United Provinces. Scotland was so 
much under her influence that it rather resembled a 
turbulent province of her realm than an independent 

* Pius V. issued a bull (April 25, 1570), pronouncing the queen 
exoommunicated and deposed, the only effect of which was to bring 
down ruin on the few who attempted to execute it, and to cause the 
enactment of rigorous laws against the whole body of Romanists. 
Sixtus V. fulminated a simila^ bull, but he supported it by an in- 
vasion of Ireland at his own cost, and by inducing Philip to send his 
Armada against England. 

" Spain itself was thus harassed after the destruction of the Ar- 
mada, Cadiz being taken by the earl of Essex in 1596, but the 
English seamen, long before as well as after that event, carried on 
ft destructive warfieire against the Spanish settlements in the West 
Indies. It is difficult to defend then* proceedings by any laws now 
recognised among nations, and Philip always stigmatized them as 
piracy. 

* She had, in the early part of her reign, good reason to complain 
of the ingratitude of the French ProtestaLts ; they urgently solicited 
her aid, but soon after came to an agreement with their opponents, 
and shamelessly joined tiiem in expelling her troops, their great 
leader, the prince of Conde, even taking we command at the siege 
of Havre. The Soots and the Netherlanders adhered with honour- 
able firmness to their engagements, and thus succeeded in maintain- 
^ their religious freedom ; while the French, who deserted their 
^es, were in ^eir turn deserted by their own leaders, and utterly 
niined. 
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kingdom ; her ministers controlled everything, and, 
though they had fomented the troubles that rendered 
the rule c^ its king (James VI.) almost nominal, when 
they saw that he was destined for Elizabeth's successor, 
they paid such obvious court to him as embittered her 
declining years ^. Ireland was in reality a foreign country, 
where her treasures were exhausted in contending, with 
but a very moderate share of success, against the arts 
and arms of the popes and the king of Spain ; its dis- 
turbed state prevented the following up with the neces- 
sary vigour the measures proper to recommend the re- 
formed doctrines to the people, and from this fact the 
most lamentable consequences have ensued. 

At home, for many years, Elizabeth was harassed by 
plots against her life, some real, some imaginary P ; the 
unjustifiable death of Mary did not lessen her anxieties ; 
the Puritans gave her deep uneasiness by the freedom of 
their attacks on the Church; her chief favourite, Lei- 
cester, was undeserving her esteem ; his successor, E^ssex, 
provoked an untimely fate, and the queen at length died, 
worn out as much with grief and anxiety as age, March 
24, 1603, and was buried in the chapel of Henry VII., 
in Westminster Abbey. 

* The younger Cecil and Balegh especially courted his &vour ; 
both were unpnncipled men, but Cecil was probably the worst. He 
is suspected of having contrived the strange plot in which Ralegh 
was involved, and he is thought to have been privy to the proceed- 
ings of Catesby and his associates, but to have suffered them to pro- 
ceed unmolested, in order to secure the forfeiture of their estates. 

' Of the various plotters, Parry, it would seem, never intended 
more than to obtain money ; prol>ably the same may be said of 
Squire ; Babington's conspiracy was known from the very outset to 
her ministers, and guarded againbt ; the attempt of Lopez, the pby- 
noian, to poison her at the instigation of Spain, has the appearanoo 
of truth, and was very probably reaL 



Though Elizabeth was never married, the anmerouB 
negotiations into which she entered on that snli^ect fonn 
an important feature of her reign. It it probable that 
her affectione were realiy given to Robert Dudley, earl 
of Leicester, although state reasons prevented her ac- 
cepting him for a husband. She fed with delusive hopes 
others of her subjects, as Sir Willism Pickering and 
Henry Fitzalan, earl of Arundel ; the listened with ap- 
parent complacency to Eric, king of Sweden ; to the 
Archduke Ferdinand of Austria ; and to a French prince 
^Jo bore Buccessively the titles of dnke of AJen^on and 
of Anjou. Perhaps she never intended to give her hand 
to any of them, but the apprehensions of her subjects 
were raised as to the French match, and one Puritan 
(Thomas Stubbe, a lawyer, and brother-in-law of Cart- 
wright,) pubhthed a pamphlet, entitled, " Hie Discovery 
of a Oaping Gulf," in which he gave vent to remon- 
ttrancet with a freedom that was highly reseated and 
severely punithed. 

Elizabeth bore the tame 
trmt as her father and bro- 
ther, but occasionaUy she 
employed a white greyhound 
for the sinister supporter. 
Her motto was "Dibu et 
HON Droit," and sometimes 
"SiupKR Eadbm." Herj 
badge is a Tudor rose, i 
with the motto, " Roba sink - 
SriNA ;" she likewise used 
the badge of her mother, ■ 
Anne Boleyn. 



The reign of Elizabeth is a very memorable era onder 
every upeot in which the state of a oatioo can be con- 
sidered. In religion, the reform that her hxh^ had 
begun was accomplished, not so completely as could be 
wished, for the ffOTeraors of the Church met with oppoai- 
tion at every step from the Puritans, but still in a degree 
that should be ever thankfully remembered. Literature 
Nourished as it had never done before, and works were 
produced, both in theology and oq secular subjects, 
which it may be reasonably concluded will endure as 
long as the English language itself. Archbishop Parker'' 

1 MntthewParkermgborn&tNomiiihiiilGM.uidwaa educnted 
at Corpua Chrieti College, Camhridga, whore he Btudied in oompanj 
oith Itidley, Cecil. Nicholas Bocoii, uid othen, and, like them, im- 
bibed the opiniooa of the reTorraerH. He became chsiplain to Amifl 
Boleyn, but on her denth retsrned to Cambridge, where ba was ohoea 
master of his college, nnd twice sarrod the office of Tice-chencellor. 
He was expelled on the aceeasioc of Mary, and liied in retirement 
during her reign ; but when his friend Cecil became ElizabeUi'a mi- 
nister, Parker was hj him brought forward, and induced, theugh 
reluctantly, to accept tlie arehbishopric of Canterbury, lliis high 
■totienhe filled with dignity, proyiding Buoh men asOrindal, San- 
dys, and Jewel to occupy the vacant seas ; oppoang the deogns of 
the oourtiera on the property of the Cburch ; extending a Uberal 
patronage to learning, and cultivating it himself ; settling the eer- 
vioe and sastments of lie ministers on a scale of decent splendour; 
and, though presenting a firm Iront lo the intemperate sud of some 
among the rotumod Marian exiles, ever de&roua of con<uliatjng them 
byChriatian charity. He died Uay 17, 1S7S, and wu bnriwl 1 
lAmlMth ; his remains were distarbed during the Civil Wsr, bat 
tiiey were again coUeoted and Interred by ArDhbiabop Sheldon. 
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was a munificent patron of learning, and preserved many 
valuable records that might otherwise have perished; 
Jewel' and Hooker* defended the religious changes that 
had been effected against the Romanists, as did Whit- 
gift against the Puritans ; and Shakspeare, Spenser, Sj'd- 
ney, and Buckhurst, not to mention minor names, dis- 
played the poetic riches of their native tongue. In 
other matters most important progress was made. The 
credit of the nation was re-established by the withdrawal 
of the base coinage of former sovereigns ; new branches 



' John Jewel was a native of Devon, and was bom in 1522. He was 
educated at Merton Collie, Oxford, was a most laborious student, 
and embraced with eagerness the doctrines of the reformers, attach. 
ing himself particularly to Peter Martyr, whose lectures he took 
down in short-hand. On the accession of Mary the fellows of his 
college expelled him on their own authority ; but he continued in 
the university, and was weak enough to recant his opinions ; soon 
repentiiig of tiiis mihoppy step, he resigned his archdeaconry of 
Chichester, and fled to Germany, where he made a public confession 
of his fe,ult. He lived chiefly with his friend Peter Martyr, laboiured 
to compose the diflerences on points of discipline which broke out 
among the English exiles, visited Italy, and, returning to his native 
country, took an active part in the disputation at Westminster in 
the year 1559. The next year he was raised to the see of Salis- 
bury, and died September 23, 1571, worn out by his earnest en- 
deavours to dischajge every dutv of his office ; tnough an invalid, 
he travelled unceasingly through nis diocese, and he preached within 
a few days of his death. Bishop Jewel had a principal part in the 
revision of the Articles of Religion, and his &mous Apology has 
ever been esteemed a masterpiece both in matter and manner. 

* Bichard Hooker, a native of Devonshire, was bom in 1554. He 
found a patron in Bishop Jewel, was educated at Corp\is Christi 
College, Oxford, and, after some minor preferments, became master 
of the Temple. Here he was involved in a painful controversy witii 
the lecturer, Walter Travers, a Puritan ; but this, in its result, was 
a matter of joy to all who adhere to the unity of the Church, free 
alike fix>m pa^ as from puritan innovations ; for it led him to pro- 
duce his matchless work on Ecclesiastical PoUty. His humble and 
lowly spirit induced him to confine himself to his living of Bishops- 
bourne, in Kent, though his services to the Church would have com- 
manded its highest dinuties, and there he died, Nov. 2, 1600. His 
Life, penned bv Issaak Walton, is one of the most ddightfiil pieces ojf 
biography in the English language. 
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of indastry were introdaced by foreign refugees ; the 
spirit of the people was kept alive by the favour with 
which bold and costly enterprises for the furtherance of 
trade and commerce were regarded ; Hawkins, Drake, 
Forbisher, Cavendish, and other hardy navigators, dis- 
played 

" Her cross, triumphant on the main. 
The guard of commerce, and the dread of Spain ;" 

and Elizabeth's reign witnessed the beginnings of two of 
the most wonderful empires of the world, the English 
East India Company and the United States of North 
America. 

But the era so full of benefits for posterity was very 
far from a quiet or a happy one for the people of its own 
time. The government was a pure despotism ^ both in 
Church and State, the Courts of High Commission and 
of Star Chamber being the great instruments of govern- 
ment, and their proceedings not controlled, when any 
reason of state interfered, by any rules of law or equity. 
A large proportion of the people, either as Romish or 
as Protestant nonconformists, lived exposed to penalties 
and restrictions that would at the present day be justly 
regarded as unbearable ; the law of treason was strained 
so as to include very trifling offences, and its barbarous 
penalties were inflicted to the very letter", while torture 

* " We, of our prerogative royal, which we will not have umied 
nor brought in question," is the phrase employed by EUzabeui in 
a patent, dated May 10, 1691, which grants protection from all suits 
for debt for both person and property to an Irish noble (Patrick 
lord Dunsanv) and a London gentleman rJohn Mathewe) ; if any 
suit should be commenced, the judges oi the dififerent courts are 
directed to stay it, "without other warrant than the sight of these 
our letters patent or the inrolment thereof." 

* These penalties, which the humane Henry VI. pronounced ** too 
grievous to be done unto any Christian creature," were, as appears 
from the record of each conviction, as follows : the prisoners were 
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was commonly employed to extort confessions^. The 
state of the Church was not more satisfactory. The 
queen's council was mainly composed of the new nobility 
and gentry, who had already gained so much of its pro* 
perty, but who were desirous to obtain still more. As 
a means to this end they encouraged the Puritans to 
bring forward their " platform," or ** godly discipline," 
the success of which would have placed all the bishops' 
lands at their disposal ; but the firmness of Parker and 
Whitgift defeated the scheme, although they could not 
prevent the sees on each vacancy from being plun- 
dered to a greater or less extent to gratify the hungry 
courtiers. 

The character by which Elizabeth is ordinarily known 
is manifestly exaggerated in some particulars and false 
in others. Quite as learned, and quite as imperious as 
her father, she yet suffered herself to be guided by a few 

to be drawn on hurdles to the place of execution (that is^ in many 
cases, from the Tower or Newgate to Tyburn) and hanged, then 
cast down to the ground by cutting the rope, and their bowels 
drawn out of their bellies and burnt, Otey living; then their heads 
cut ofif and their bodies divided into four quarters, and their heads 
and quarters to be disposed of at the queen's pleasure. The heads 
were usually placed on spikes in some conspicuous situation, as the 
tower on London bridge ; the quarters were generally buried, but 
sometimes they were steeped in pitch and exposed. One sufferer 
(Dr. Story) is related to have struggled with and struck the exe- 
cutioner who disembowelled him : many others are mentioned as 
** groaning heavily" imder his hands. 

* Torture was allowed to be contrary to law, but it was sanctioned 
by prerogative. The courts, however, thought themselves autho- 
rize to pass sentences of almost incredible barbarity ; as one in- 
stance, we find (March 2, 1571) one Timothy Penredd, who had 
foiged the seal of the king's bench, adjudged to stand on the pillory 
in C^eapside on two successive market days, " and on the first of 
such days he is to have one ear nailed to the pillory, and on the 
second day his other ear nailed to the pillory, and in such a manner 
that he, the said Timothy, shall, by his oum proper motum, be com- 
pdled to tear away his two ears from the pUlory, 
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chosen ministers, who, for their own ends, strove suc- 
cessfally against the natural fickleness of her temper, and 
kept her the head of the Protestant party, hut also led 
her to consent to many acts that hear heavily on her me- 
mory. She usually receives the credit of the ahle policy 
of her statesmen, and therefore ranks high as a sove- 
reign, hut her personal character had many grievous de- 
fects. Though she early in her reign professed an inten- 
tion to live and die a virgin queen, she gave encourage- 
ment to worthless favourites hardly consistent with the de- 
claration ; she indulged in boundless expense for splendid 
dress, though in more important matters her parsimony 
was often carried to an unwise extreme ; the language 
which her favourites, and even her parliaments, used to- 
wards her shew that no flattery could be too gross for 
her; on many occasions she descended to the meanest 
dissimulation; her bursts of passion were extravagant, 
and accompanied by oaths and blows; and an innate 
cruelty of disposition unmistakably appears in her treat- 
ment of her near kinswomen, Lady Katherine Grey y and 
Mary of Scotland. 

^ Her treatment of Mary is but too well known ; the unhappy 
fiite of Katherine is nob so fi^uenUy alluded to. She was a younger 
sister of Lady Jane Grey, and having been married in May, 1553, to 
Lord Herbert, was divorced by him a short time after, <hi the fidl of 
her family, and apparently for no other reason. She lived unmo- 
lested during the reign of Mary, but about 1561, venturing to marry 
Edward Seymour, earl of Hertford (son of the Protector), without 
asking the royal license, she and her husband were oommitted to 
the Tower; Hertford was heavily fined, on the chaiige of "cor- 
rupting a princess of the blood," the marriage was annulled in the 
ecclesiastical court by virtue of the queoi's prerogative, and Ka- 
therine died after a ten years' imprisonment. On her death, Hert- 
ford was liberated, and lived till 1621 ; the legality of his marriage 
had previously been established by the ordinary courts, and he was 
succeeded by his grandson, who suffered very similariy to himself for 
an attempt to marry the unhappy Lady Arabella Stuarc 
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A.D. 1558. Tke princess Elizabeth is proclaimed 
qaeen by the lords of the council, Nov. 1 7 ; she enters 
London, amid great rejoicings, Nov. 24, and releases all 
persons confined on account of religion. 

The queen retains her sister's councillors, but adds to 
their number Sir William Cecil, Sir Nicholas Bacon, and 
other Protestants. 

The Service-book of King Edward is set up in some 
places without authority ; many of the Protestant refu- 
gees return from abroad, and angry controversial ser- 
mons are preached ; priests are insulted and hindered in 
their ministration. 

The queen, by proclamation (Dec. 27)> forbids all un- 
licensed preaching, as also the elevation of the host; 
she allows the Lord's Praver, Creed, Ten Command- 
Rients, and Litany, to be used in English. 

A.D. 1559. The queen is crowned at Westminster, 
Jan. 13, bv Oglethorpe, bishop of Carlisle. 

The parliament meets, Jan. 21, and sits till May 8. 

The '^ ancient jurisdiction of the crown over the estate 
ecclesiastical and spiritual" restored, and ''all foreign 
power repugnant to the same" abolished, [1 Eliz. c. 1]. 
By this act the general repeal of statutes affecting re- 
ligion by the act of Philip and Mary [1 & 2 Phil. & 
Mar. c. 8] was abrogated ; all spiritual jurisdiction was 
united to the crown, in virtue of which the Court of 
High Commission was established; and all ministers 
and officers, spiritual and temporal, were bound to take 
an oath, acknowledging the queen as " the only supreme 
governor of the realm .... as weU in spiritual or eccle- 
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giastical things or causes as temporal/' and renouncing^ 
**all foreign jurisdictions, powers, superiorities, or au- 
thorities," under pain of forfeiture of present office and 
disability to hold any other. Persons maintaining, *' by 
express words, deed, or act," the authority of any foreign 
prince or prelate, were to forfeit their goods, or, if they 
were under £20 value, to suffer a year's imprisonment 
for the first offence; to incur a prsemunire' for the se- 
cond ; and to be executed as traitors for the third. The 
oath above mentioned was to be tendered to every per- 
son within thirty days after the close of the session. 

The last Service-book of King Eklward (as established 
in 1552^ confirmed with some alterations ^« [1 Eliz. 
c. 2]. 

The queen's title to the crown recognised in general 
terms*', [c. 3]. 

First-fruits and tenths again vested in the crown, [c. 
4]. "The late queen," the statute says, had given up 
these funds " upon certain zealous and inconvenient re- 
spects," although they had been willingly paid by the 
clergy for many years ; and they were now restored to 
lessen '* the huge, immeasurable^ and inestimable charges 
of the royal estate." 

Various new treasons created ; among them, denying 
the queen's title, [c. 5], 

The queen empowered to "reserve to herself" the 



■ See vol. i. p. 413. 

> See p. 219. 

^ The revision was tbe work of a committee of divines, Parker, 
Grrindal an'i others, most of whom were shortly after advanced to 
che episcopate. 

** The terms of this act offer a striking contrast to those of the 
statute [1 Mar. sess. 2, o. 1] by which the title of Mary had been 
asserted and the honour of Her mother vindicated. 



ELIZABETH. 265 



bishops' lands, giving them impropriate titles instead, 
[c. 19], 

Queen Mary's fomidations suppressed, and their pos- 
sessions vested in the crown, [c. 24]. 

Peace is concluded with France, April 2 ; Calais re- 
mtdns in the hands of the French^. 

Whilst the parliament sat, the clergy were assembled 
in convocation, and, although warned by a message from 
the queen, drew up a document asserting the real pre- 
sence, the supremacy of the see of Rome, and the ex- 
clusive right of the Church to treat of doctrine, the 
sacraments, and the orders of public worship. In con- 
sequence a disputation was held in Westminster Abbey 
(March 31 and April 3) before the Houses of Parlia- 
ment, and under the presidency of Sir Nicholas Bacon, 
lord keeper. The bishops of Carlisle, Chester, Lichfield, 
Lincoln, and Winchester, with Drs. Chedsey, Cole, 
Harpsfield, and Langdale, appeared on one side; and 
Scory (late bishop of Chichester), Aylmer, Cox, Grin- 
dal, Guest, Home, Jewel, Sandes, and Whitehead on 
the other. The Protestants put in papers condemning 
the use of an unknown tongue in the public service of 
the Church; asserting that each Church had a right 
to regulate rites and ceremonies ; and denying that the 
mass was a propitiatory sacrifice for the living and the 
dead. Dr. Cole argued agaiQSt these propositions, and 
was answered by Home, whose reply was so greatly ap- 

A Hostages and bonds for 500,000 crowns were placed in Eliza- 
beth's hands, and a promise was made to restore the town in eight 
years, if no act of hostility was committed in t^e mean time ; the 
queen, however, sent aid to the Protestants, both in France and 
SootlaAid, and Ums gave an excuse for not fiilfilling the promise, 
which prolMkbly was never intended to be kept* 
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plauded, that the bishops desired to add something to 
Cole's speech, which it was agreed they should do at 
the next meeting. They then, however, had changed 
their minds, and refused to proceed with the disputation, 
on which the bishops of Lincoln and Winchester " were 
condignly committed to the Tower of London," and the 
rest of their party (except the abbot of Westminster) or- 
deVed to appear daily at the council table, to answer for 
their " disorders, stubbornness, and self-will®." 

Thomas, lord Wentworth, is tried before the marquis 
of Northampton and his peers for the treasonable sur- 
render of Calais, and acquitted, April 22'. 

The new Book of Common Prayer is first publicly 
used, June 24. 

Injunctions issued by the queen requiring the clergy 
to "use and wear such seemly habits, garments, and 
such square caps as were most commonly and orderly 
received in the latter year of the reign of King Inward 
VI. 8" 

About this time the oath of supremacy was offered to 
the bishops, and refused by all except Kitchin, of lian- 



* Such is the account publiahed by Sir Nicholas Bacon, and seyenl 
other councillors. 

' He was tried on an indictment found July 2, 1558, in the time 
of Queen Mary, while he was still a prisoner in France. Edward 
Orimston, comptroller of Calais, was tried on similar chai^ges, and 
also acquitted, Dec. 1 ; Sir Ralph Chamberlain, lieutenant of the 
castle of Calais, and John Harleston, lieutenant of the Ruye/bank, 
were tried for surrendering their poste, and found gfuilty, Dec. 22, 
but they were pardoned. 

> It was explained that it was not meant to attribute any " holi- 
ness or spedal worthiness" to these ^puments, but the greater part of 
the cleigy who had been in exile disliked them, and many refused 
to wear them, which at length gave occasion to coercive measores^ 
and these were followed by fi>rmal separation. 
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daff, and Stanley, of Sodor and Man^. Commissiona 
were issued for a general visitation of the kingdom, to 
enforce the adoption of the reformed service, and it was 
attended with so much success that a very small number 
only of beneficed men surrendered their livings rather 
than comply ^ The hierarchy, however* still remained 
incomplete, until near the end of the year, when Matthew 
Parker was prevailed on to accept the see of Canter- 
bury K He shortly after consecrated several other bishops, 
and a brief profession of doctrine was drawn up, to which 
all incumbents were obliged to signify their assent ^ 



FRANCE AND SCOTLAND. 

A..D. 1560. Elizabeth senas money, arms, and a 
fleet to the assistance of the Scottish Reformers, and 
also succours the Protestants in France. 

Both France and Scotland were at this period op- 
pressed by the overwhelming influence of the aspiring 

^ Ten sees were Tscant ; the holders of flfteen more either resigned 
or were deprived in the course of a short time after. Matthew 
Parker was oonsecrated as archbish<Np of Canterfoury Deo. 17, 1559, 
and bXL the sees except Oxford were nlled up before the end of 1562. 

i The whole number, including the bishops, is variously stated 
at from 189 to 24S, out of a body of nearly 10,000 Individuals, but 
subsequent events proved that the oomplianoe was in many cases 
insincere. 

k He was, as appears from his official register, consecrated at 
Lambeih, Dec. 17, 1559, by the bishops Barlow, Coverdale, and 
Soory, and Hodgkins, suffiragan of Bedford. Many years after a tale 
was brought forward by Romish writers of a so-^med consecration 
of Parker at a tavern (the Nag's Head, in Cheapside), but it can 
only be regarded as a malignant invention. 

1 The pew Prayer-book was declared agreeable to Scripture, the 

aueen's supremacy acknowledged, tiie power of the pope disclaimed, 
be mass rejected, and pilgrimages, extolling of images, relics, and 
feigned miracles, condemned as vain superstitions. 
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family of Ouise™, who were declared foes to the tenets 
of the Beformers. Francis, duke of Gaise, who had 
gained great popularity by his conquest of Calais^, was 
directed by his brother the cardinal, and they were un- 
derstood to aspire, the one to the throne, the other to 
the papacy. The king (Francis II.) and his queen 
(Mary of Scotland) were in their hands, and both too 
young and inexperienced to counteract their designs; 
their sister (Mary of Guise, widow of James Y.) was 
regent of Scotland, and openly endeavoured to reduce 
that country to a mere province of France. She suc- 
ceeded in marrying her daughter to the heir of the 
French throne, and they soon assumed the style and 
arms of sovereigns of France, Scotland and England. 
This was naturally resented by Elizabeth ; she regarded 
it as an attempt to carry into execution the threat of the 
pope (Paul IV.), who had denounced her as incapable of 
succession without his sanction, and she found a ready 
means of warding off the danger by fanning the flame of 
civil war in Scotland, where a determined attempt was 
being made by the Protestant party to free their country 

■» The founder of the fiimily was Claude, a younger son of Ren^ IL, 
duke of Lorraine, who served in the wars of Francis I., and reoeived 
in marriage Antoinette of Bourbon, the king's kinswoman. Of hia 
numerous &mily, Francis, Charles, and Mary were the most conspi- 
cuous. Francis may be regarded as the instigator of the religious 
wars in France ; he defeated the Protestants at Dreux, but was as- 
sassinated before Bouen soon after. His son Henry saw him £eUI, 
Towed hatred to the Beformers, and in concert with his brother, 
Louis, a cardinal, and Charles, duke of Mayenne, was for many 
years the actual ruler of France. He instigated and took part in 
the butchery of St. Bartholomew's day, formed the Lea^e, or Holy 
Union, with intent to seise the crown, and gpetined mihta^ posses- 
sion of Paris ; at length, in 1588, he was assassinated with his brother 
the cardinal, and the duke of Mayenne soon after abandoning the 
struggle, the civil war was brought to a dose. 

> See p. 247. 
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from French influence. The regent had brought over 
French troops, who strongly fortified Leith, and she 
took up her residence there. The Scots assailed the 
town in vain, were put to flight, and the lands of their 
leaders, who took the title of Lords of the Congregation, 
ravaged. They appealed to Elizabeth for aid, and she 
sent a land force under Lord Grey, and a fleet under 
William Winter, to assist them ; the siege of Leith was 
again formed, the garrison made a desperate resistance, 
but were at length reduced to extremity of famine ; the 
queen regent withdrew to Edinburgh, where she soon 
after died (June 10), and a treaty was concluded be- 
tween Elizabeth and the Scots (July 6), which provided 
that all the French troops should leave Scotland, and 
that Mary and her husband should discontinue the use 
of the style and arms of sovereigns of England and 
Ireland °. 

For the present Elizabeth's exertions in favour of the 
French Protestants were confined to remonstrances 
against the persecution they experienced, and com- 
plaints of the arrogance and sinister designs of the 
Guises; but eventually she sent the earl of Warwick 
(Ambrose Dudley) with a large force to Normandy, 
which had been overrun by the prince of Cond^ and 
other leaders of the Reformers, who had taken up arms 
professedly to save the young king (Charles IX.) from 
the tyranny of the Guises, but evidently from worse mo- 
tives, as they obtained her assistance by the acknow- 

«> Mary refused to ratify this treaty ; she aUesed, with truth, that 
it was concluded without her authority ; the tiue she was willing to 
renounce, but she feared that by abandoning the arms she might en- 
danger her right to the eventual succession to the English throne. 
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ledgment of her right to the crown of France, an ac- 
knowledgment glaringly contrary to the laws of their 
oountryP, and which leaves an indelible stigma on their 
patriotism. 



A.D. 1560. The exiles at Geneva publish a revised 
translation of the Bible in English 9. 

The base money in circulation is called in, and money 
of just value issued instead'. 

A.D. 1561. Mary returns to Scotland, landing at 
Leith, Aug. 19*. 

A.D. 1562. The religious wars in France recom- 
mence. The duke of Guise attacks a Protestant con- 
gregation at Vassy, March 1. The Protestants take up 
arms, overrun Normandy, and apply to Elizabeth for 
assistance ; she sends forces under the command of the 
earl of Warwick. 

These forces took possession of Havre in September. 
They afforded important aid to the Protestants, but 
were unable to prevent the loss of Rouen, or that of the 
battle of Dreux (Dec. 19), in which the prince of Conde 

' See vol. L p. 381. 

* This, generally termed the Geneva Bible, contained a prefisuse 
and notes, in which both the doctrine and the discipline of Calvin 
were set forth ; hence it was as popular with the Puritans as it was 
distasteful to the queen and the bishops. Archbishop Parker en- 
deavoured to counteract it bv procuring a new edition of Crannoter's 
Bible ; eight prelates, as well as other learned men, were employed 
in the revision, and Uie work when published (in 1568) was com- 
monly known as the Bishops' Bible ; it is the foundation of the pre- 
sent authorized versicm. 

' This was justly considered so important^ that it is commemo- 
rated in the inscription on Elizabeth's tomb. 

• Her husband (Francis II.) died Dec. 5, 1560, and she was re- 

farded with jealous dislike by her mother-in-law, Katherine de 
ledicis. 
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was made prisoner. The duke of Guise was soon after 
assassinated at the siege of Orleans, (be died Feb. 24, 
1563,) and a temporary pacification followed, (concluded 
at Amboise, March 19,) when the Protestants joined the 
German mercenaries of the court in expelling the Eng- 
lish garrison. The town was fiercely attacked and des- 
perately defended for more than two months (May 22 to 
July 28), when the garrison, worn out by pestilence^, 
surrendered on honourable terms ^, but brought the 
plague with them to England, where it made fearful 
havoc, especially in London. 

A.D. 1563. The parliament meets, Jan. 12. 

An act passed agamst " fond and fantastical prophe- 
cies V [5 Eliz. c. 15]. 

Persons practising "conjurations, enchantments, and 
witchcrafts," declared felons without benefit of clergy 7, 
[c. 16]. 

The authority of the keeper of the great seal declared 
to be the same as that of the lord chancellor [c. 18]. 

The Bible and Book of Common Prayer ordered to be 
translated into Welsh, and divine service to be performed 
in that tongue in the places where it is commonly used, 
[c. 28]. 

• "The pestilence, " says Stow, "slew daily great numbers of 
men, so that the streets lay even fail of dead corpses not able to be 
removed by reason of the multitude that perished. " 

■ The prisoners on both sides were released without ransom, and 
the Enghsh were to take with them aU property belonging either to 
the queen or her subjects. 

> Spreading prophecies founded on the armorial bearings of any 
person, or the days or seasons of the year, was rendered punishable 
with a year'JB imprisonment and £10 fine for the first offence, and 
imprisonment for life and forfeiture of goods for the second. 

r K the witchcraft was not directed against the life of any one, im- 
prisonment for life was the extreme peiudty. 
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The expenses of the royal household settled at £40,027, 
4:8. 2id, per annum, [c. 32]. 

The Articles of King Eldward* are modified in the 
convocation, and reduced to their present number, thirty- 
nine, Jan. 29. 

Edmund and Arthur Pole, and four others, are tried 
and convicted of high treason % Feb. 26. 

The parties in France are reconciled, and the English 
garrisons are expelled. 

The council of Trent holds its last session, Dec. 3^. 

The Romanists begin to withdraw abroad rather than 
attend the English service ; the vestments and the cere- 
monies of the Church are at the same time denounced as 
antichristian by some of the clergy, and Protestant non- 
conformity commences. 

A.D. 1564. The queen issues instructions to the 
archbishops and bishops to bring about a conformity, 
which they in vain attempt; the non- conformists gain 

■ See p. 217. 

* The Poles were nephews of the cardmal. They were charged 
with a design to set Mary of Scotland on the throne, and to re- 
establish Romanism in England ; Arthur was to be declared duke of 
Clarence, and Edmund was to marry tiie Scottish queen. Their as- 
sociates were executed, but the Poles were imprisoned in the Tower 
until their deaths ; their names occur several times on the wall of 
the Beauchamp tower, roughly cut, doubtless by the unhappy pri- 
soners themselves, in one place at the end of a Latin inscription, im- 
porting, "He who sows in tears shall reap in joy." From this 
source we learn that Edmund Pole was alive in 1568, and was then 
in his 27th Year. 

*> It had been in abeyance for the greater part of the time sinoo 
its first assembling in 1545, and it at length separated with little 
other result than drawing up a creed in wmch the articles that had 
given most oGfence to the Reformers were systematically and autho- 
ritatively put forth as mattei-s of faith. One decision of the ooundl, 
condemning the occasional conformity of the Romanists, had very 
important consequences, and its acts are thus connected with Eng- 
lish history. 
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the support of Dudley, earl of Leicester, and the bishops 
are anable to carry out their instructions. 

Peace is concluded with France, in which no mention 
is made of the restoration of Calais °, April 1. 

A.D. 1565. Sampson and Humphrey^, two of the 
most considerable of the non^conformists, are deprived 
of their preferments, June. 

Mary of Scotland marries Henry, lord Damley *, after 
many attempts on the part of Elizabeth and her minis- 
ters to prevent it, July 29. 

Mary drives Murray and his associates from Scotland ; 
they repair to England, where they are received with 
apparent indignation by the queen. 

Mary favours the Romanists, and allows the mass to 
be publicly celebrated. 

Sir Henry Sydney is appointed lord-deputy of Ire- 
land f, Oct. 13. 

** See p. 265. The hostages placed in Elizabeth's hands were set 
at liberty in exchange for some of her agents who had been seized 
when the war broke out. 

* They both belonged to Oxford : Sampson was dean of Christ 
Church ; Humphrey was Regius Professor of Divinity and master of 
Magdalen College. Humphrey eventually conformed, and died dean 
of Winchester ; Sampson refiised compliance, but was allowed to 
receive some small preferment. 

■ He was the son of Matthew Stuart, earl of Lenox, and grandson 
of Queen Margaret of Scotland by her second husband, Archibald 
Douglas, earl of Angus. Damley was a tall, handsome youth, but of 
a weak, inconstant, and profligate character. He alternately sided 
with, and deserted the rrotestant leaders, and met his death at 
their hands ; this seems certain, but very different views have been 
put forth by many distinguished writers on the more obscure ques- 
tion of the guilt or innocence of Mary in the matter. 

^ ' He held the office (with the exception of three years, 1571 — 
1574) until 1578, and laboured zealously to advance the cause of the 
Reformation, but his efforts had little success. O'Neal in the north, 
and the earl of Desmond in the south and west of Ireland, carried on 
an almost perpetual war, and received supplies of both men and 
money from the king of Spain and the pope. At length O'Neal was 
assassinated, but Desmond protracted the contest for several years 
aAer the final recal of Sydney. 
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A.D. 1566. Damley is gained over to the party of 
the Reformers. 

David Rizzio is murdered by Damley and his asso- 
ciates fl^, almost in the queen's presence, March 9; the 
confederates attempt to seize on the royal power, but 
are suddenly deserted by Darnley, and obliged to flee to 
England. 

Murray and his friends are allowed to return to 
Scotland. 

Mary pardons the murderers of Rizzio on the inter- 
cession of the earl of Bothwell^. 

The Puritans publish books against the vestments 
and ceremonies; the circulation of the works is for- 
bidden under heavy penalties ^ 

The parliament meets, Sept. 30. 

The consecration of archbishops and bishops, as prac^ 
tised since the queen's accession, declared " good, lawful, 
and perfect^,'* [8 Eliz. c. 1]. 

' Among them were the lords Ruthyen, Lindsay, and Morton. 

^ James Hepburn, tiie grandson of the first earl of that name (see 
p. 122), was one of the very few Scottish nobles who imder all cir< 
cumstances had adhered to Mary. He was warden of the marches, 
and of a most ambitious and daring character ; he had become the 
queen's chief adviser, and exercised a most uciiappy influence over 
her. 

^ The Stationers' company were directed to search for and seize 
such works. The authors were to be dealt with by the High Com- 
mission Court ; booksellers were to forfeit 208. for each copy, and 
printers to sufifer imprisonment and be forbidden to follow their oc- 
cupation any longer. These enactments utterly £Eilled, and the 
press continued to be obnoxious, and even formidable, to the go- 
vernment. 

i This statute was occasioned by an altercation between Home, 
bishop of Winchester, and Bonner, the deprived bishop of London, 
then a prisoner in the Marshalsea. Home indicted him for refusing 
the oath of supremacy ; Bonner, on his trial, denied that Home had 
been regularly consecrated, but as the nders in those times wisely 
declined to allow such matters to be canvassed in the courts of law, 
the proceedings were stayed, and Bonner was allowed to end his days 
in the prison. 
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The corporation of the Trinity House empowered to 
erect and maintain beacons and sea-marks^ [c. 13.] 

Damley again quarrels with Mary, and leaves the 
court. He refuses to be reconciled with her. Murray 
and others propose to procure a divorce, which she de- 
clines. Bothwell then undertakes to murder him, and a 
bond approving of the deed is drawn up and signed. 

A.D. 1567. Mary and Damley are apparently re- 
conciled, Jan. He lies ill at a lone house, near Edin- 
burgh, called the Kirk of Field, which is blown up, 
early in the morning of Feb. 10. 

Bothwell, being publicly accused of the murder, is 
brought to trial. He appears surrounded by his friends 
in arms, and is at once acquitted, April 1 2. His parti- 
sans draw up a new bond, promising, in general terms, 
to support his views, April 20 ; when he seizes the queen, 
April 24, and compels her to marry him^. May 15. 

A congregation of Protestant nonconformists is seized 
at Plumbers' hall, in London™, June 19. 

The Scottish nobles take up arms, when Bothwell 
flees the country °, and Mary is obliged to resign the 
crown to her son, July 24 ; she is imprisoned at Loch- 
leven, and Murray is made regent. 

^ Removing any steeples, trees, or other sea-marks, is rendered an 
offence pmiishable by a fine of £100, or outlawry. 

^ To prepare for this step, which Bothwell at least had long 
plotted for, he had divorced his wife (Jane Gordon, sister of the earl 
of Hmitley). 

B The party consisted of about 100, 15 of whom were seized and 
sent to prison for the night ; on the following day they were examined 
before Bishoo Grindal and others, who &ilea to reduce them to con- 
formity. 

■ He lurked awhile on the Scottish coast, and then i*etired to Nor- 
way, where he was seized as a pirate, and where he died a mad- 
man several years after. 
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Mary escapes from her prison of Lochleyen, May 2 ; she 
raises some troops, which are defeated at Langside (near 
Glasgow) May 1 3 ; she escapes into England, landing 
at Workington, in Cumberland, May 16®. 

The Ejiglish College at Douay is founded by William 
Allen. 

Conferences held at York, before the duke of Norfolk p, 
the earl of Sussex 4, and other commissioners, at which 
the charges and counter-charges of Mary and the Scot- 
tish lords are brought forward, but nothing is deter- 
mined. Mary, however, remains a prisoner, and plots 
begin to be formed for her liberation. 

* She wrote at once to Elizabeth, wishing to be allowed to oome 
to the court, but this was refused, as was her next request, that she 
might be permitted to depart out of England. She was instead kept 
a prisoner, first at Carlisle^ subsequenuy at Bolton, Tutbury, and 
other places. 

p Thomas Howard, son of the accomplished earl of Surrey, exe- 
cuted by Henry YIII. (see p. 201). Mary's agents interested the 
duke in ner favour, and led him afterwards into a plan of marriage 
with her, which eventually cost him his head. 

4 He was the great-grandson of Lord Fitzwalter, executed in 1494^ 
(see p. 124). His fatiier was one of the first 
to declare in fitvour of the Piinoess Mary, 
and he himself was employed in embassies 
by her. He held Uie office of deputy of Ire- 
land, as also that of president of the Council 
of the North, in which capacity he promptly 
repressed the insurrection of the earls of 
Northumberland and Westmoreland, and 
ravaged the lands of their Scottish partisans. 
He was a very important person in Eliza- 
beth's court, where he was lord- chamber- 
lain, but Uved in a constant rivalry with 
the earl of Leicester, against whom he 
warned his friends on his death-bed. " Be- 
ware of the Gipsy," he said, "for he wiU Ar«.ofiud6ii*.«i.f8«.«. 
be too hard for you all ; you know not the 

beast so well as I do." Sussex died July 9, 1683, and was buried at 
Boreham, in Kssex, where he had raised a stately monument^ to 
which the bodies of several of his ancestors were removed. He was 
twice married, (one of his wives was aunt to Sir Philip Sydney,) bat 
he left no issue, and was succeeded by his brother Robert. 
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The duke of Alva (Ferdinand Alvarez de Toledo), 
governor of the Netherlands, seizes the goods of the 
English merchants' ; they remove their trade to Ham- 
burgh. 

The pope (Pius V.) sends agents" into England, who 
denounce the queen as a heretic, and " fallen from her 
usurped authority." 

The duke of Norfolk intrigues with them, and also 
corresponds with Mary ; he is summoned to court, and 
sent to the Tower, Oct. 11. 

The earls of Northumberland and Westmoreland 
(Thomas Percy and Charles Neville) are also sum- 
moned to appear; instead, they take up arms, and 
proclaim their design of restoring the old religion^. 
They enter Durham, destroy the Bibles and Prayer- 
books in the minster, and set up the mass there and 
in other places. They advance southward into York- 
shire, but are obliged to retire before the royal forces 
under the earl of Sussex, and soon abandon their en- 

' Alva was a bitter persecutor of the Protestants, thousands of 
whom sought shelter from his tyranny in England. A large sum of 
money sent to him from Spain being carried into EngUsh ports to 
escape capture from the French, a dispute arose about it ; he ill 
used and drove out the English merchants, and afEbrded a reftigo to 
the queen's enemies ; she retaliated by assisting the Netherlanders 
to establish their independence. 

• The most considerable of these was Nicholas Morton, formerly 
prebendary of York, but who had long held an office in 'the papal 
court. PUlip of Spain was concerned in the plot, and placed large 
funds in the hands of Ridolfi, a Florentine merchant settled in 
London ; and the duke of Alva sent the marquis of Cetona, an ex- 
perienced soldier, under pretence of a commercial negotiation, to 
prepare for a projected invasion. 

' On their banners were painted the five wounds of Christ, or a 
chalice, and Richard Norton, "an old gentleman with a reverend 
grey head," bore a cross with a streamer before them. The queen of 
Scots, whom they intended to release, was hastily carried from Tut- 
bury to Coventry. 
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terprise. The earls escape^, but their followers are 
punished with extreme severity. 

The rebellion commenced in the middle of November, 
and was completely crushed by the end of the year. 
Sir George Bowes, who had been obliged to surrender 
Barnard Castle to them, carried out martial law against 
the insurgents. An alderman and a priest, and above 
sixty others, were hanged by him in Durham alone, and, 
according to his own boast, many others suffered in 
every market town between Newcastle and Wetherby. 
Several gentlemen were executed at York, and others in 
London, but not, apparently, by martial law ; and the 
earl of Sussex made a fierce inroad on Scotland, early in 
1570, advancing as far as Dumfries on one side and 
Hawick on the other, burning and destroying the cas- 
tles and tdwns of those who had given shelter to the 
fugitives. Another party was sent, later in the year, 
under Sir Drew Drury, which marched as far as Glas- 
gow and Dumbarton, and supported the partisans of the 
young king against the friends of his mother. In this 
expedition some English fugitives were captured and 
executed. 



" Northumberland fled to Scotland, and was sheltered awhile on 
the borders, but was afterwards given up by Morton, and executed 
at York, Aug. 22, 1572. Westmoreland escaped to the Nether- 
lands, and lived on a pension of 200 crovtois a monlh from the 
Spaniards. Egremond Eadcliff, the half-brother of the earl of 
Sussex, was concerned in the rebellion, but escaped. After several 
years' wanderings he ventured to return to England, when he waa 
imprisoned in the Beauchamp tower, where the inscription, ** eaorb- 
MOND BADCLYFFE, 1576," Still remains. At length he was released, 
and again went abroad ; he was soon after execut'^d in the Nether- 
lands for an attempt on the life of the Spanish governor, Don John of 
Austria, and declared to the last that he had been set at liberty by 
the influence of the secretary Walsingham for that purpose. 
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A.D. 1570. Leonard Dacre^ also takes up arms in 
the north, but is defeated. 

The regent Murray is assassinated at Linlithgow, 
Jan. 23 ; be is succeeded by the earl of Lenox, the 
fiather of Darnley. Mary's adherents ravage the Eng- 
lish border. 

The pope (Pius V.) publishes a bull or "sentence 
declaratory against Elizabeth, queen of England, and 
the heretics adhering unto hery/' April 25. 

This memorable document " contained, among other 
treasonable matter, the impious and most wicked de- 
claratory sentence of the said bishop of Rome, in which 
he assumes and usurps power and authority within this 
kingdom of England ; and the bishop of Rome, amongst 
other false and impious matter, declared that the queen 
was never at any time true queen of this kingdom of 
England, but only the pretended queen, and that she had 
been lawfully deprived of her royal authority. And by 
the said bull the pope absolved all the proceres, subjects, 
and people of the realm of all oaths of fidelity and alle- 
giance to the queen." A copy of it, ^'printed upon 
paper," was posted on the gate of the bishop of Lon- 

* He was the unde of Lord Dacre of Greystoke, who had been 
killed by accident shortly before. He ofifered his services against 
the insurgent earls, but they were declined, and after the insur- 
rection had been crushed, he gathered some 3000 desperate bor- 
derers around him in Yorkshire, under the pretext of defending 
himself from the vengeance of their Mends ; he was summoned to 
lay down his arms, but refused, and was subdued with extreme dif- 
ficulty by Lord Hunsdon. Dacre fled to Scotland, and ultimately to 
the Netherlands, where he died in poverty. 

f The cause of issuing it is said to have been, the failure of the 
late insurrection, many of the northern gentry who were favourable 
to that rising having excused their not joining in it on the plea that 
the popo bad not ^ven a formal sanction to a war on the queen ; 
this now was done m the most explicit manner. 
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doii*8 palace, about eleven at night, on the 24th May, 
by John Felton, a gentleman, and Cornelius Irishman, 
a priest. Felton, from whose indictment the foregoing 
account is taken, was tried for high treason at Guildhall, 
August 4, and executed August 8. 

Some gentlemen of Norfolk endeavour to raise an in- 
surrection to release the duke ; John Throckmorton and 
two others are executed. 

The duke of Norfolk is set at liberty, Aug. 4, and 
sent to reside in his own house (the Charter-house, Lon- 
don) under the keeping of Sir Henry Neville. 

The earl of Sussex makes another inroad in Scotland, 
burning and destroying the houses of the queen of Scot- 
land and her friends'. 

Cartwright*, a noted Puritan preacher, is expelled 
from Cambridge, Dec. 



• Among others, they blew up the casUe of Caerlaverock, which 
had been captured by Edward 1. (see vol, i. p. 368.) 

* Thomas Cartwnght, a Hertfordshire man, bom in 1535, was a 
laborious student of St. John's, Cambridge. During the reign of 
Mary he withdrew from the imiversity, and supported himself by the 
occupation of a clerk. He returned on the accession of Elizabeth, 
and became a fellow of Trinity, but, disappointed as to further pro- 
motion, he soon after went to Geneva ; he came back about 1568, tho- 
roughly imbued with Calvinism, and receiving the appointment of 
Margaret Professor in 1570, declaimed with such vehemence not only 
against the vestments, but the hierarchy, that he was expelled in the 
same year. As the acknowledged head of the Puritan party. Cart- 
wright carried on an angry controversy with Whitgift and others ; but 
in 1573 he found it necessary to withdraw to the continent. He passed 
several years as chaplain of the English factory as Antwerp, and re- 
turning without permission, in 1585, was arrested, but soon released. 
He was now presented with the mastership of an hospital at War- 
wick by the earl of Leicester, and grew wealthy fi*om the gifts of his 
friends. H e, however, did not refrain from preaching and praying 
against the bishops ; and, having presided as moderator at Puritan 
"national synods, "he was in 1590 brought before the High Commis- 
sion Coiu't. He steadily refused to take the oath ex-ojfftcio, and was 
in consequence imprisoned until April, 1593, when he was released 
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A.D. 1571. The parliament meets April 2. Se- 
vere laws are passed against the Bomauists ; calling 
the queen heretic, schismatic, or usurper, was made 
treason [13 Eliz. c. 1] ; as was the introduction of papul 
bulls [c. 2] ; sending relief to the fugitives oyer sea was 
prohibited [c. 3] ; the earls of Northumberland and 
Westmoreland, and several other parties to the late re- 
beUion, were attainted \ [c. 1 6]. 

The Puritans bring forward a bill for the abrogation 
of various religious ceremonies ; they also propose a new 
confession of faith. The queen manifests her displeasure, 
and imprisons the mover (Mr, Strickland) ; at length an 
act is passed [c. 12] " to redress disorders touching 
ministers of the Churchy" 

An act for the attaint of jurors giving corrupt ver- 
dicts* made perpetual, [c. 25]. 

The universities of Oxford and Cambridge incorpo- 
rated by act of parliament, [c. 29]. 

on a general promise of peaceable behaviour ; he returned to War- 
wick, and died there, in 1602, expressing on his death-bed regret 
for the dissensions he had been instrumental in occasioning. 

** Some attempts were made to defeat their act by fraudulent con- 
veyances, against which a special law was passed in 1576, [18 £liz. 
C.41 

* This act was in some measure one of concession to the Puritans, 
as it allowed clergymen already beneficed, but questionably ordained, 
to hold preferment by subscription to such of the Articles of 1563 
" as only concern the profession of the true Christian fiEdth, and the 
doctrine of the sacraments ;" in the same spirit, a portion of the 
twentieth Article — ("The Church hath power to decree rites and 
ceremonies, and authority in controversies of faith") — was omitted 
in a new edition of the Thirty-nine Articles prepared by Bishop 
Jewel, but probably not published until after his death. Such un- 
warrantable tampering with public documents gave occasion to the 
Puritans of a later day to charge the bishops with forging the clause 
in question ; but it exists in a Latin edition printed in 1563^ as well 
as in some English ones of 1571. 

< See p. 126. 
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Dr. John Story is executed for treason^, June 1. 

Injunctions issued by the Ecclesiastical CommiasioBers, 
forbidding " reading, praying, preaching, or .administer- 
ing the sacraments in any place, public or private/' with- 
out license, June 7. 

Sampson and other Puritan leaders are summoned to 
Liambeth, and exhorted to conformity, but; without effect. 

The earl of Lenox, regent of Scotland, is killed. Sept 
4 ; he is succeeded by the earl of Mar. 

The plans of the duke of Norfolk become known, and 
he is again sent to the Tower, Sept. 7. 

The queen's accession- day is celebrated with extraor- 
dinary rejoicings, Nov. 17'. 

Jesus College, Oxford, founded. 
A.D. 1572. The duke of Norfolk 
is tried and convicted of treason, in 
conspiring to dethrone the queen, 
and to marry Mary, " late queen of 
ScotsB," Jan. 16. He is executed, 
June 2, on Tower-hill. Ann.ofj.««<«ut«,oAii*. 

• He was a civilian, and had made himself conspicuous in parlia- 
ment by opposing the changes in religion effected under Edward VI. 
Under Mary he was an active persecutor of the Protestants, aud on 
her death he withdrew to the Netherlands ; here he obtained an 
office in the customs, which often brought him into collision with the 
English merchants, and they, in the year 1570, seized him when 
searching one of their ships, and brought him to England ; he was 
confined awhile in the Tower, and was at length executed, at the 
age of seventy, for refusing the oath of supremacy. The inscription, 
"1570 IHON. STORE DOCTOR," on the wall of the Beauchamp tower, 
Indicates the place of his imprisonment. 

' A prediction had been some time before industriously spread, in 
spite of the penalties risked (see p. 271), that the queen would not 
reign longer oian twelve years ; this was the thirteenth anniversary, 
and therefore a practical confutation of the invidious fancy. 

f He was also charged with sending money to the earl of West- 
moreland (his brother-in-law), and the oountees of Northumberland, 
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The parliament meets, May 8, and sits till June 29. 
Its most important acts were, one declaring conspiracy 
to seize, detain, or destroy castles, felony, and holding 
them against the queen, treason [14 Eliz. c. 1], and 
another against attempts to rescue prisoners [c. 2], both 
haying reference to the proceedings of the partisans of 
Mary of Scotland^ ; and a merciless statute against sturdy 
beggars [c. 6], who were ordered to be apprehended, 
'* grievously whipped," and burnt through the right ear 
with a hot iron of one-inch compass^" Bills for abo- 
lishing many ecclesiastical rites and ceremonies, and for 
suppressing several of the Thirty-nine Articles, were 
brought in, but dropped, on the manifestation of the 
queen's displeasure J. 

Some of the Netherland exiles, being ordered, on the 
complaint of the duke of Alva, to leave England, seize 
the port of Briel, on the Maes; Flushing and other 



then in exile in Flanders. The earl of Shrewsbury was lord high 
steward of the court, which consisted of himself and twoity-six other 
peers, Leicester and Burghley being among the number. Norfolk 
had been educated by John Foxe, the Martyrologist ; and, though 
he leagued wiUi Romanists, he lived and died professedly a Pro- 
testant. 

*^ John Hall and Francis Bolston, Derbyshire gentlemen, were 
tried at Westminster, May 17, charged with corresponding with her 
for the purpose of delivering her from the custody of George, earl of 
Shrewsbury, as long before as August, 1569. They were found guilty, 
and were executed. 

* They were to fare still worse for the second offence, and for the 
third to suffer death as felons. 

J Shortly after the prorogation there appeared an " Admonition 
to the Parliament,** m which the views of the Puritans were set 
forth, and the most bitter and contemptuous language was employed 
against the Established Church. Two divines, Field and Wilcox, its 
presumed authors, were prosecuted as seditious Ubellers, and sen- 
tenced to a year's imprisonment. Whitgifb was employed to prepare 
an Answer ; Cartwright published a Reply, Whitgift a Defence of 
the Answer, and Cartwright a Second Reply ; the controversy ex- 
tending over nearly cdx years. 
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towns join them, and they carry on a naval war agdnst 
the Spaniards. 

Great numbers of the English repair to the Nether- 
lands, and take part in the contest ; the majority join the 
malcontents. 

The Puritans form their first presbytery at Wands- 
worth''. 

The earl of Northumberland is executed at York, 
Aug. 22. 

The court of France devise and execute a hideous 
butchery of the Protestants, since well known as the 
massacre of St. Bartholomew^. 

A.D. 1573. Charke, Dering™, and other Puritans 
silenced, and attempts made, in vain, to suppress the 
Admonition to the Parliament. 

The English seas infested by pirates ; William Hoi- 

k The example was speedily followed in other places. The vigil- 
ance of the Hi^h Commission Court was unable to detect the mem- 
bers of the Wandsworth presbytery, but they were believed to be 
London ministers. Field, already mentioned, was lecturer at Wands- 
worth, but resident in London, and a leading man in the Conferences 
which the Puritan ministers had long been in the habit of holding 
clandestinely there. 

^ It began on that day (Aug. 24), in Paris, with the assassination 
of the Admiral Coligny, and was continued in that city until all the 
Protestants were bi;lieved to be murdered, or to have made their 
escape ; similar butcheries took place in many other places, and the 
lowest estimate of the number of victims is that of De Thou, who 
states it at 30,0(K» ; other writers make it very much higher. To 
the eternal disgrace of the reigning pope (Gregory XIII.), medals 
wore struck, and thanksgivings offered up on the occasion; the 
monstrous crime, however, injured the cause it was intended to 
serve, as it proved to the Protestants of all countries that their safety 
could only be found in a closer imion than they had hitherto main- 
tained ; accordingly, they looked to Elizabeth as their protectress, 
and her aid rendered the triumph of Romanism impossible. 

«» Dering was lecturer at St. Paul's, London ; Charke, a fellow of 
Peterhouse, Cambridge. Prom their respective pulpits they in- 
veighed fiercely against the hierarchy, Charke in particular main- 
taining that " Satan had introduced bishops, archbishops, metro- 
politans, patriarohs, and popes." 
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Stock, comptroller of the navy» is sent against them, and 
captures 20 ships and 900 men°. 

The trade between England and the Netherlands is 
resumed, at the desire of the duke of Alva®. 

English troops are sent into Scotland to support the 
party of the young king ; they capture the castle of 
Edinburgh, May 28, and soon after return to England. 

Peter Burchet, a Puritan, attempts to murder John 
Hawkins, a naval officer, mistaking him for Sir Chris- 
topher Hatton, captain of the queen's guard, Oct. 1 1 ; 
he murders his keeper in prison, Nov. 10 ; is executed, 
Nov. 12 P. 

The earl of Morton (James Douglas) is made regent 
of Scotland, Nov. 9. 

A.D. 1574. Several private assemblies of Romanists 
are surprised, on Palm Sunday (April 4) ; the priests 
and the hearers are apprehended 4, and the service-books 
and church decorations seized. 

A.D. 1575. A congregation of Dutch Anabaptists 
(27 in number) is seized on Easter Sunday (April 3), in 
London. Four recant their errors at Paul's-cross, May 
15 ^ and one woman does so afterwards ; eleven more are 

* The pirates had shortly before attacked and plundered the earl 
of Worcester (William Somerset), while proceeding on an embassy 
to France. 

* It was, howcTer, soon broken off, and open ooimtenance given by 
Elisabeth to the Protestants. 

p He was manifestly mad, but the queen, who was alarmed, wished 
to have him executed by martial law directly he was apprehended, 
and though prevailed on to abandon that notion, she manifested so 
much disHke to his sect that Cartwright found it necessary to with- 
draw to Germany. 

*> The ladies Browne, Guilford, and Morley, and many other gen- 
tlewomen and children, were seized, as were four priests. 

[ Some English fanatics, styling themselves the Family of Love, 
abjured their errors (which ihey professed to have received from 
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condemned to be burnt, May 21, but are instead ban- 
ished; two men (John Widmacher and Hendrick Ter 
Voort, who probably had relapsed,) are burnt in Smith- 
field", July 22. 

The confederate Netherlanders offer the protection, or 
possession* of Holland and Zealand to the queen ; she 
declines the ofier, but promises her help to procure them 
a safe peace with Spain. 

Matthew Parker, archbishop of Canterbury, dies, May 
17; he is buried at Lambeth. 

A.n. 1576. The parliament meets, Feb. 8, and sits 
till March 15. 

Coining, and clipping of good coin, declared treason- 
able offences^ [18 £liz. c. 1]. 

An act passed to restrain the "heinous offences" 
commonly committed by mercenary informers, [c. 5]. 
By this statute, which was enforced by another in 1584 
[27 £liz. c. 10], informers were obliged to appear in 
person to support their accusations, and to state the true 
time of the offence ; if they discontinued the action, they 

Henry Nicholas, a Dutchman) at the same place, June 12. Their 
sect, however, survived ; and it is in some respects repreaented by 
the Quakers of the present day. The Anabaptists rejected the IVinity, 
repudiated baptism, and denied the lawfidness ot oaths, of war, or 
of magistrates ; they were therefore peculiarly obnoxious, and faad 
been ordered to quit England as early as Sept. 22, 1560. 

• John Foxe, the Martyroloffist, wrote a letter to the queen, en- 
treating her to inflict some other death than burning, which he re- 
presents as the distinctive cruelty of Romanists : neither he nor his 
ootemporaries seem to have had any doubt of the justice and pro- 
priety of capital punishment for religious opinions. 

* These practices had become very common since the reformation 
of the coinage in 1560, (see p. 270). Two persons were ezocated in 
1570, for forging and passing pieces of " tin and tin-glass'* for shil- 
lings ; and others were condemned for clipping gold, but obtained a 
pardon. Some doubt, however, existed as to the legal quality of 
these offences, and they were now autiioritatively declared treason. 
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were to pay the costs ; and if they compoanded it with- 
out leave of the court, they were to he set in the pU- 
lory in some adjacent market- town for two hours, to pay 
a fine of £10, and he incapacitated from suing in future. 

College rents appointed to he paid at least one-third 
in com at market price, [c. 6]. 

Two justices appointed for each Welsh circuit, [c. 8.] 

The fineness of gold and silver plate fixed hy statute^, 
[c. 15]. 

Edmund Grindal^, archhishop of York, is translated 
to Canterbury ; he is confirmed Feb. 15. 

The Commons petition the queen for a reformation of 
discipline in the Church y. 

The Netherlanders piratically seize many English ves- 
sels ; a fleet is sent against them. 

A.D. 1577. Rowland Gabriel, Katherine Deago, and 

« Gk)ld was fixed at 22 carats, and 12d. per oz. for work ; sUver at 
10 oz. 2 dwt., and 12d. per lb. for work. The Goldsmiths' company 
had the marking of the same ; and affixing false marks was rendexM 
punishable by a fine of double the value of the goods. 

* He was bom in Cumberland in 1519, and was educated at Cam- 
bridge, where he found a patron in Bishop Ridley. He went into 
exile in the time of Mary, and rendered him'^elf conspicuous by his 
firm support of the English Liturgy against the objections of l^ox 
and his partisans. He took part in the disputation at Westminster on 
Ellizabetk's accession, was in 1559 made bishop of London, removed 
to York In 1570, and in 1576 to Canterbury. Grindal inclined to 
the views of the Puritans, and, though commanded by the queen to 
suppress the exercises termed " prophosyings," he declined to com- 
ply, and addi*essed to Elizabeth a letter of earnest remonstrance, 
such as very few men but himself would have ventured to have 
written. It was, however, disregarded ; he was sequestered from 
his see, and confined to his house ; he became blind, but his spirit 
was unsubdued, and steps were being taken to deprive him, when 
the queen and her ministers were spared so odious a step against a 
truly learned, pious, conscientious, and amiable man, by his death, 
which occurred at Croydon, July 6, 1583. 

y The queen answered that the bishops had been directed to ex. 
amine the matter, and if they &iled in their duty she would supply 
the want by her supremacy. 
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six Others, are tried at Aylesbury, April 18, charged with 
" feloniously keeping company with other vagabonds, 
vulgarly called and calling themselves Egyptians, and 
counterfeiting, transferring, and altering themselves in 
dress, language, and behaviour.*' Tbey are found guilty, 
and hanged*. 

The queen makes a league with the Netherlanders, 
and assists them with money, ships, and men. 

The puritanical meetings, called Prophesy ings, for- 
bidden by the queen. May 7i and almost immediately 
discontinued ^ 

Cuthbert Mayne, a seminary pnest, is executed at 
Launceston, Nov. 29 ^. 

Francis Drake sails from Plymouth, on his voyage 
round the world, Dec. \S^. 

AD. 1578. John Nelson, a priest, and Thomas 
Sherwood, a young layman, are executed at Tyburn, 
Feb. 3 and 7, for denying the^ queen's supremacy **. 

The pope (Qregoiy XIII.) supplies forces for the 

' They had been apprehended by an order from the council, signed 
by the lord chancellor (Sir Nicholas Bacon) and others. 

■ These meetings of the clergy for prayer and exposition of Scrip- 
ture, but without the use of the Service-book, appear to have arisen 
at Northampton about 1570, or even earlier, when that town was 
so completely under puritanical influence that the service in the 
churches was new modelled, and Calvin's Catechism substituted for 
that set forth by authority. 

^ He had been some time in England as chaplain to a Cornish 
gentleman, named Tregian, a known recusant. Mayne had in his 
possession, when seized, a papal bull, not relating to politics ; but he 
was held by the court to have offended rgvinst the law of 1571 
(see p. 281) ; his own party regarded him as '' the protomartyr of 
Douay." 

" He returned in 1580, was visited on board his ship by the queen, 
and knighted. 

* According to Dr. Milner, 15 persons altogether suffered on this 
charge ; 126 for exercising the functions of the priesthood ; and 60 
either for being reconciled^ or for assisting priests ; a total of 204. 
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invasion of Ireland, but the project is not carried into 
effect®. 

The State Paper Office founded. Dr. Wilson, a civilian, 
being appointed the first keeper. 

A.D. 1579. Matthew Hamond, of Hetherset, near 
Norwich, is burnt at Norwich as a heretic, May 20'. 

A small party of Spaniards land at Smerwick, in 
Kerry, and fortify themselves there s, July. 

Negotiations are commenced for a marriage between 
tbe queen and Francis, duke of Alen9on, brother of the 
French king^. 

A.D. 1580. James of Scotland chooses two young 
raen^ as favourites, who intrigue to overthrow the regent 
Morton. 

* The command of 800 men had been given by the pope to an 
English fugitive named Thomas Stnkeley, whom he created marquis 
of Leinster : and he was to have been joined by a much laiiger bodv 
of Spaniards and Portuguese, under Sebastian, king of Portugal 
The king, however, prevailed on Stukelev first to accompany him 
on an expedition to Africa, where they both perished. Philip of 
Spain (uncle of Sebastian) seized on Portugal, and Antonio, the 
heir to the crown, found refiige in England. 

' He was an ignorant mechanic, who denied the Trinity, and pro- 
nounced the Gospel a fiible. He was condemned to the stake, but 
venturing to utter in court "words of blasphemy against the queen's 
majesty, and others of her council," he was sentenced also to lose his 
ears, and was burnt a month after. 

> They had been raised by James Fitzmaurice, brother of the 
earl of Desmond. In their company were Saunders, an English 
refugee, invested with the commission of papal legate, and Allen, an 
Irish Jesuit. 

k The project <»used much alarm, especially to the Puritans, and 
also mucn mischief to the Romanists, many priests being executed 
apparently to remove the fears of the former, who imagined that the 
queen intended to forsake Protestantism. The duke came to Eng. 
land, and resided here for some months, in 1581 and 1582 ; but the 
scheme was abandoned, and he was invited to become the protector 
of the Netiierlands. He acted treacherously in this capacity, at- 
tempted to seize Antwerp, but was defeated, and died shortly aiW, 
July 10, 1683. 

* These were Ksme Stuart, nephew to the king's grandfather, the 
earl of Lenox, and James Stuart, son of Lord Ochiltree ; Esme was 



2d0 THE TITDOBS. 



Allen induces the pope (Gregory XIII.) to despatch a 
mission of Jesuits to England, to attempt its re-conversion. 
Its leaders are Robert Parsons and Edmund Campion^. 
They reach England in July, and reconcile many to the 
Church of Rome. A proclamation is issued against 
them, to which Campion prepares a reply, in which he 
expresses a desire for a public disputation ^ 

The erection of new buildings in London forbidden by 
proclamation™, July 7. 

A fresh body of Italians and Spaniards joins those 
already in Ireland.; they are soon after compelled to 
surrender*^, Nov, 9. 

soon made duke of Lenox, and James received the title of earl of 
Arran. 

^ They had both formerly professed Protestantism, and had be- 
longed to Baliol and St. John's Colleges, Oxford. Parsons (bom 1546, 
in Somersetshire) left that university under the impntation of a 
disorderly life, wandered abroad for some years, and at length be- 
came a Jesuit, after he had endeavoured to live as a ph3rsician, or 
a civilian. Campion, who was a Londoner (bom 1540), had when 
a youth appeared a zealous Protestant, and been in consequence 
favoured by Bishop Cheyney, of Gloucester. He became a Romanist 
about 1569, went to Ireland, and thence to Douay, where he became 
professor of divinity; he was afterwards a Jesuit missionary in 
Bohemia, and at length was dispatched, somewhat against his will, 
to England. He was, unlike his companion, a man of mild and 
amiable character, but both were furnished with instructions relative 
to the bull of Pius Y. (see p. 279), which gave a political rather than 
a religious character to their enterprise. 

' He was visited when in prison, and reminded of this challenge ; 
he accordingly disputed with his opponents, but the meetings had 
no result. 

■» Various reasons are assigned why the growth of the city was 
esteemed an evil. J..ack of room to walk and sport, increase of 
beggars, increased danger of plague and j&re, but especially the 
trouble of governing so g^eat a multitude, are among them. 

" The Irish who had joined them, both men and women, were 
hanged ; the foreigners, about 400 in number, were put to the sword, 
their leader, San Giuseppe, and a few others only being roared. 
Allen, the Jesuit, had been killed shortly before in a skirmish, and 
the fate of Saunders is uncertain ; Camden says he survived until 
1583, when he was found starved to death ; Dod asserts that he died 
of disease in 1580. 
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A.D. 1581. The parliament meets, Jan. 16, and sits 
till March 18. 

A severe act passed against the Romanists, entitled 
" An act to retain the queen's majesty's subjects in their 
due obedience," [23 Eliz. c. 1.] It provided that any 
person reconciling another to the see of Rome should 
be punished as a traitor, and the person reconciled in- 
cur misprision of treason ; saying mass was to be pun- 
ished by a fine of 200 marks ; hearing it, by a fine of 100 
marks, with, in each case, a year's imprisonment ; ab- 
sence from church was to be punished by a fine of £20 
a month ; and if continued a year two sureties of £200 
each were to be given for future good behaviour. All 
schoolmasters were to be licensed by the ordinary, or 
suffer a year's imprisonment, and persons employing 
them to be fined £lO a month. 

Seditious words and slanderous tales forbidden [c. 2], 
under penalty of pillory and imprisonment for the first 
offence, and death for the second. Death was also the 
punishment for casting nativities, or wishing the queen's 
death [c. 3.] 

A more reasonable act [c. 4] appoints commissioners 
to fortify the border towards Scotland. It states that 
the inhabitants of the northern parts, though exempted 
from subsidies, have neglected to keep their houses for- 
tified; they are to be compeUed to do so, having "fa- 
vourable sets and forms of tenure" for the purpose. 

Morton is tried and convicted of participation in the 
murder of Damley ; he is executed, June 1. 

Campion is seized at Lyfford, in Berkshire, July 17. 
He is brought to London, with two other priests, and 
lodged in the Tower, July 22. 
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£dward Hance, a priest, is executed for denying the 
queen's supremacy, July 31. 

Campion is racked in the Tower, and reveals the names 
of the persons who had sheltered him ; many of them 
are in consequence fined and imprisoned. 

Six Protestant divines^ are sent on different days to 
dispute with him ; he is afterwards questioned as to the 
pope's deposing power, and his answers being deemed 
unsatisfactory, he is again racked, with greater severity ; 
and at length is tried for high treason, and condemned, 
Nov. 26 ; he is executed, with two other ecclesiastics, 
Dec. IP. 

A.D. 1582. The States of the Netherlands choose 
the duke of Alen^on for their governor, February. He 
takes the field against the Spaniards, but excites jea- 
lousy by placing French garrisons in the towns. 

The earl of Gowrie (Alexander Ruthven) and several 
other nobles, seize James of Scotland, and oblige him 
to dismiss his favourites, Arran and Lenox ^; this affair 
is known as the Raid of Ruthven. 

A.D. 1583. The duke of Anjou attempts to seize 

• Nowell and Day, deans of St. Paul's and Windsor, Drs. Fulke, 
Goad, and Walker, and Mr. Charke. 

p Six other priests and a layman were convicted with him, and 
five more on the following day ; the charge against them was, that 
they had vowed allegiance to the pope, who had in various ways 
compassed and imagined the death of the queen. The lives of thiide 
(Bosgrave, a Jesuit, Rishton, a secular priest, and Orton, the lay. 
man), who solemnly renounced the pope's deposing povgrer, were 
spared; the rest were executed at different periods: Campion, 
Snerwin, and Briant, Deo. 1, 1581 ; Ford, Johnson, and Short, May 
28; and Cottam, Filby, Kirby, and Richardson, May 30, 1682. 
Parsons escaped from England, revisited it at the time of Babing- 
ton*s conspiracy, and, after living several years as a political writer 
and plotter in the service of Spain, retired to Rome, where he died 
in 1610. 

4 Lenox retired to France, and shortly after died there ; Arran 
regained his influence for a while, but ultimately died in poverty. 
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Antwerp by treachery, Jan. 7 ; he is foiled by the citi* 
zens', and is soon obliged to retire to France, being 
strongly withstood by the English and Scottish troops 
in the pay of the States. 

James of Scotland regains his authority, and exiles 
the parties to the Raid of Ruthven ; Gowrie, however, 
is pardoned, on his submission, and the others soon re- 
turn. 

Elias Thacker and John Coping are hanged, June 4 
and 6, for dispersing books, (termed " seditious libels,") 
written by Robert Browne" against the Book of Common 
Prayer. 

Archbishop Grindal dies, July 6 ; he is succeeded 
by John Whitgift*, bishop of Worcester. 

' Upwards of 1,500 of the French were killed, and 2,000 taken 
prisoners. The people defended themselves with equal skill and 
courage ; they drew chains across the streets, and fired from the 
windows and housetops. " When they wanted bullets," says Stow, 
"they very advisedly and readily melted their pewter dishes and 
platters to makd shot ; and some, for more speed, took money out 
of their purses, and bent it with their teeth, and sent it singing out 
of their muskets and calivers." 

* Browne was a kinsman of the minister Cecil, and had been chap- 
lain to the duke of Norfolk. He quarrelled alike with the discipline of 
the Established Church and with that of the Puritans, was censured 
by the Court of High Commission, and withdrew to Holland, where 
he wrote a book advocating the principles of self-government in each 
Church, since known as Independency. At length he returned, and 
though he gave only a feigned conformity, (he never preached,) re- 
ceive the living of Achurch, in Northamptonshire. He was of a 
quarrelsome, imperious disposition, suffered numerous imprisonments 
in consequence, and died at last in Northampton gaol at a very ad- 
vanced age, being confined there, not for any religious or political 
principle, but for an assault on a constable. 

' He was bom at Grimsby, about 1530, was educated at Cam- 
bridge under John Bradford, resided in the university for many 
years, and shewed himself a strenuous opponent of the Puritans ; he 
answered their " Admonition to the Parliament," and in his capacity 
of vice-chancellor expelled Cartwright, who was esteemed their most 
able 'preacher, from his fellowship. In 1577 he became bi^op of 
Worcester; and, being associated with Sir Henry Sycbiey iu the 
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act legalized an ABsociation which had been formed 
shortly before to protect the qaeen from assassination, 
or to revenge her death. The sabscribers (headed by 
Leicester) promised to punish with death any attempt 
on her life, and also to exclude from the throne all who 
should authorize such an attempt or be meant to profit 
by it«. 

Another act was '* Against Jesuits, seminary priests, 
and other such-like disobedient persons" [c. 2]. Jesuits 
and seminary priests were to leave the kingdom within 
forty days, under the penalty of treason ; to aid or receive 
them was made felony; all students in the seminaries 
were to return within six months and take the oath of 
supremacy, or be considered as traitors, and if they re- 
turned they were not to come within twelve miles of 
the court for ten years. Persons sending children to 
the seminaries were to forfeit £100, and to incur the 
penalties of praemunire if they sent money to any already 
there; the parties sent were rendered incapable of in- 
heriting from the sender^. This bill was vehemently 
opposed by Dr. William Parry, member for Queen- 
borough; he was placed in arrest, by the House of 
Commons, Dec. 17, but released by order of the queen 
the next day^ 

* This clause was evidently directed against Mary of Scotland, 
yet she offered her own signature, bat it was declined. 

* The Romanists presented a petition to the aueen, protesting 
their loyalty, and praying her not to consent to thid bill ; its only 
effect was to cause the imprisonment /or life of the gentleman who 
offered it to her (Richard Shelley, of Michael Grove, in Sussex.) 

* Parry, who had been bred a lawyer, had but recently returned 
to England, having been employed for some years on the continent 
by the English government as a spy. He was a man of vile cha- 
racter, and had treacherously discussed the question of assassinating 
the queen with several priests and others on purpose to betray them. 
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Emmanuel College, Cambridge, founded by Sir Walter 
Mildmay^. 

A settlement founded in America, and named, in 

honour of the queen, Virginias. 

A.D. 1585. Twenty Romish priests and one layman 
are banished by virtue of the recent act [27 Eliz. c. 2]^« 
Jan. 15. 

Dr. Parry is apprehended, and sent to the Tower, 

He was admitted to interviews with the queen, but not being re- 
warded as he expected, he resumed his practices, was betrayed by 
one of his intended victims (Edmund Neville, the heir of the last 
ear] of Westmoreland,) condemned, and executed. 

' He was for many years Chancellor of the Exchequer, and was a 
firm supporter of the Puritans ; his coU^^ ^^us speedily filled with 
them, and it was commonly known among the party as "the house 
of pure Emmanuel. " 

> Its chief promoter was Walter Ralegh, one of the most distin- 
^pushed men of his time. He was bom in Devonshire in 1652, and 
came early to coiut, where he soon became a &vorite. His passion, 
however, was for arms and maritime discovery, and he eventually 
lost his life in the pursuit. Ralegh served with signal bravery, bom 
by sea and land, and he received the grant of large estates in Ire- 
land ; but he sought for still greater fortune from the discovery of 
golden mines in America. His schemes failed, and when he at- 
tempted to pay his court to James of Scotland, he found himself 
drcumventea by Cecil, was involved, perhaps unjustly, in a charge 
of treason, tried, and sentenced to death. His life was spared, and 
after thirteen years' imprisonment he was released, and fitted out an 
expedition for the occupation of Guiana, where he asserted that 
mines richer than those of Mexico or Peru were to be found. He 
was unable to efifect his object, but he had given mortal ofience to 
Gondomar, the Spanish ambassador, who possessed unbounded in- 
fluence with the king ; and on his return ne was barbarously exe- 
cuted on his former sentence, dying with firmness and resignation, 
Oct, 29, 1618. 

h A commission was issued on this day empowering any six of cer- 
tain commissioners to banish so many as to them should seem fitting 
of Jesuits, seminary priests, and lay persons, who were seducers of 
the queen's loving subjects. This party, which was landed in Nor- 
mandy, comprised three priests and one layman who had been at- 
tainted, ten who had been indicted, and seven who were suspected 
of treason. In the following September thirty-two more, collected 
from the Tower, the Marsl^Isea, and other prisons, were banished, 
but being attacked at sea by a Dutch pirate, they were, at their awn 
request, set on shore at Boiu(^ne. 
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Feb. 8. He is tried at Westminster, Feb. 25, and pleads 
guilty of conspiring with Edmand Neville to kill the 
queen ; he is executed, March 2. 

The earl of Arundel (Philip Howard) is sent to the 
Tower, on a charge of attempting to leave the realm 
clandestinely S April 14. 

The banished lords return to Scotland, and procure 
the degradation of Arran^. 

The earl of Northumberland (Henry Percy) is found 
dead in the Tower ^, June 21. 

The queen accepts the protection of the Netherlands, 
in July, She agreed to supply them with 1000 horse 
and 5000 foot, for which they were to pay at the end of 
the war, and they were to put in her hands Flushing, 
Briel, and Rammekins, in the isle of Walcheren, as 
security. She was to name a governor-general, who, 



^ He was the son of Thomas, duke of Norfolk, executed in 1572. 
In 1584 he was imprisoned on suspicion of corresponding with Mary 
of Scotland, but was soon released ; in the same year, according to 
the indictment afterwards fovmd against him, he received two semi- 
nary priests (Weston and Bridges), was reconciled to Bome^ and 
offered his services to Cardinal Allen and the other refugees. Soon 
after his committal to the Tower he was fined £10,000 by the Star- 
chamber, and sentenced to imprisonment during the queen's plea- 
sure. He was at length, after a four years' imprisonment, brought 
to trial before his peers, April 14, 1589, and found guilty of treason, 
one charge being that he had procured a mass to be said by one 
William Bennet, and had himself written a prayer, for the success of 
the Armada. For some unknown reason Arundel was not executed, 
but he lived in daily expectation of the scaffold, until his death, 
Oct. 19, 1595. Several interesting memorials remain of him on the 
walls of the Beauchamp tower ; one consists of four lines of Latin 
expressive of faith and nope, signed " arundbll, June 22, 1587." 

^ He was proclaimed a public enemy, reduced to his original name 
of Captain James Stuart, and suffered to die in obscuritv. 

* He was brother of the earl beheaded in 1572, and was impri- 
soned on suspicion of being in confederacy with Throckmorton (see 
p. 295). Whether he committed suicide^ or was murdered, as is 
sometunos affirmed, is uncertain. 
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with^ two English councillors, was to be admitted to a 
share of their government. Neither party was to make 
peace without the consent of the other, and a fleet was 
to be furnished by both parties in equal numbers, but to 
be commanded by an Engh'sh admiral. 

A seminary priest and a layman hanged for dispersing 
slanderous books, July 6. 

Drake is dispatched against the Spaniards in the West 
Indies, and does them vast damage ; he takes the cities 
St. Domingo and Carthagena, ravages the coast of Flo- 
rida, and returns with a large amount of treasure and 
240 pieces of cannon™. 

The earl of Leicester is sent to the Netherlands, as 
commander of the English forces ; he lands at Flushing, 
Dec. 10. 

The western part of Ireland is reduced to subjection 
by Sir Richard Bingham. 

A.D. 1586. William Shelley is convicted of con- 
spiring to slay the queen, and deliver the queen of Scots, 
Feb. 12; he is executed. 

Two seminary priests (Barber and Devereux) executed, 
Jan. 19 and 21 ; and two more (Thomson and Lea) 
April 20. 

The Netherlanders grant "the highest and supreme 
commandment, and absolute authority ," to " His Ex- 
cellency" the earl of Leicester, Feb. 6; at which the 
queen is greatly displeased. 

Leicester takes the field in April ; he is at first suc- 

"> In passing the American coast he came to Balegh's settlement, 
Virginia (see p. 297) ; the colonists were in such distress that they 
sohcited Drake to bring them to England, which he did. These men 
brought the use of tobacco to this country. 
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cessful, through the courage and conduct of Sir John 
Norris, Sir Francis Vere, and others of his lieutenants, 
but fails in an attempt on Zutphen'. 

A "league of stricter amity/' entered into with James 
of Scotland, providing for mutual assistance in case of 
invasion by any of "the neighbour princes, who will 
needs be called Catholics," July 1. 

Five English merchant vessels beat off thirteen galleys 
of Spain and Malta, at Pantellaria, July 13. 

John Savage, a soldier of Philip's forces, forms a de- 
sign to kill the queen. His intention is approved by 
William Gifford, a priest at Reims, and also by John 
Ballard, a missionary priest in England. Anthony Ba- 
byngton, and several other gentlemen of fortune®, are 
induced to join the scheme; they are betrayed by a 
spy (Pooley), and brought to trial, Sept. 13, 14, when 
Babyngton, Ballard, Savage, and four others plead 
guilty ; seven more are convicted, Sept. 15 ; the whole 
fourteen are executed, Sept. 20, 21. 

The indictment against these parties charged them 
not only with intending to kill the queen, but also to 

" In a skirmish before this town, on Sept. 22, his nephew. Sir 
Philip Sidney, was mortally woundeid. 

« Their names are thus given in their indictment: — Edward 
Abyngton, of Henlip, co. Worcester ; Anthony Babyngton, of Deth- 
ycke, CO, Derby ; Robert Bamewell, of London -Jerome Bellamy, 
of London ; John Chamock, of London ; Henry Ihinne, of London ; 
Robert Gage, of London ; Edward Jones, of Cadogan, oo. Denbigh ; 
Thomas Salysburye, of Llewenny, co. Denbigh ; John Traves, of 
Presoot, CO. Lancaster; Chidiock Tychbome, of Porchester, oo. 
Hants ; Charles Tylney, of London. Sir Thomas Gerrard, and Elisa- 
beth and Eatherine Bellamy, had also indictments found against 
them, but do not appear to have been brought to trial ; (Gerrard, 
however, was a prisoner in the Tower July 24, 1588, as we learn 
from the record of the trial of the earl of AruudeL Edward Wynd- 
flore, brother of the haron of that title, was also one of the party, but 
he made his escape. 
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rise in arms to favour an invasion from Spain, and to re* 
lease the queen of Scots; this last was prohahly the 
chief ohject with most of them, hut the project termi- 
nated as fatally for her as for themselves. Bahyngton 
had heen recently in France, and had hrought letters 
for Mary, and in return she is stated in his indictment 
to have written letters to him, '* in which she not only 
signified that she allowed and approved of such in- 
tended treasons, hut therein also urged and solicited 
Bahyngton and his confederates, hy promises of great 
reward, to fulfil the same." The truth of this assertion, 
at least as far as regards any design on the life of Eliza- 
heth, is very douhtful, hut it answered the purpose of 
the framers of the Association P and it was forthwith re- 
solved to proceed to the judicial murder of the unhappy 
prisoner. Her secretaries (Nau and Curie) and her 
papers were seized, and hoth subjected to rigid exa- 
mination, and Mary was removed to Fotheringhay 
Castle preparatory to her so-called trial. 

Three Romish priests are hanged at Tyburn, Oct. 8. 

A majority of a board of forty-seven commissioners 
assembles at Fotheringhay, Sir Thomas Bromley, lord 
chancellor, and the earls of Kent (Henry Grey) and 
Shrewsbury (George Talbot) being the leading mem- 
bers, for the trial of Mary, Oct. 11. She at first refuses 
to plead, then acknowledges negotiating with foreign 
powers to obtain her freedom, but earnestly disdains 
any intention against the life of Elizabeth. She also 
charges Walsingham with forging letters (which he 
denies), and desires to be confronted with her secre- 

» Seep. 296. 
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taries, one of whom (Nau) she accuses of treachery. 
Her demand is refused, and the commissioners adjourn, 
Oct. 14. 

The commissioners re-assemhle in the Starchamber, 
Oct. 25, and pronounce a sentence, '' that Babyngton's 
conspiracy was with the privity (cum scientia) of Mary ;" 
as also " that she had herself compassed and imagined 
within this realm of England divers matters tending to 
the hurt, death, and destruction of the royal person of 
our sovereign lady the queen." 

The parliament meets, Oct. 28, and sits till De- 
cember 2. Their principal business was the attainder of 
Babyngton and his associates, and applications to the 
queen to consent to the execution of Mary. She de- 
sired them to re-consider their request ; they again urged 
it, and then she dismissed them with an ambiguous 
speech, which she herself termed " an answer without 



an answer.'' 



The sentence against Mary is confirmed by the queen 
and her council at Richmond, Dec. 4 ; it is published in 
London 4, Dec. 6, and shortly after communicated to the 
prisoner. 

Mary writes to Elizabeth, Dec. 19; she prays that 
she may not be privately put to death ; that she may be 
buried in France, as the Scottish sepulchres have been 
profaned ; and that her servants may be allowed to go 
firee, and enjoy her legacies. 

The Netherlanders complain loudly of the exactions 

' The proclamation was made in seven diflPerent places, "to the 
great and wonderful rejoicing of the people of all sorts," says Stow, 
" as manifestly appeared by ringing of bells, making of bonfires, and 
singing of psalms m every one of the streets and lanes of the city." 
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and mismanagement of Leicester, and he retains to Eng- 
land in December. 

A.D. 1587. James of Scotland and Henry III. of 
France intercede for Mary's life' ; the queen gives ambi- 
guous answers. At length she signs the warrant for 
ex;^cution, Feb. 1 , and gives it into the care of William 
Davison, the secretary, who, by direction of the council, 
dispatches it to Fotheringhay*. 

Xhe earls of Kent and Shrewsbury wait on Mary, 
Feb. 7, and warn her for death. 

On the following day (Feb. 8) the queen was brought 
into the great hall of the castle of Fotheringhay, several 
of the commissioners, the sheriff of the county (Thomas 
Andrews), and' a few spectators, being present, beside 
her own servants. The sentence was read, and, says 
.Camden, " she heard it attentively, yet as if her thoughts 
were taken up with somewhat else." Fletcher, dean of 
Peterborough, offered his services, but she declined them, 
and prayed in Latin with her servants (from the Office 
of the Blessed Virgin) ; she also prayed in English for 
the Church, for her son, and for Queen Elizabeth, and 
forgave the executioner ; then, having kissed her women 

' The Scottish ambassador is said to have abused his trust, and 
urged Mary's execution ; the French ambassador's representations 
were not attended to, as his master's sincerity was doubted. 

■ Elizabeth either felt or affected extreme reluctance to take the 
life of Mary, but her courtiers (according to Camden) argued " that 
the life of one Scottish and titular queen ought not to weigh down 
the safety of all England;" and "some preachers more tartly than 
was fit, and some of the vulgar sort more saucily than became them, 
either out of hope or fear," held the same language ; and there can 
be no doubt that her council conceived they were carrying her wishes 
into effect by acting on the warrant. Yet they had the meanness 
and cruelty to sacrifice their tool, Davison, who was tried in the 
StarchamTOr, sentenced to a fine of £10,000, and imprisoned for 
years. 
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and signed the men with the sign of the cross, she pre- 
pared for death, and had sufficient command of herself 
to comfort her weeping attendants. " Having covered 
her face with a linen handkerchief, and laying herself 
down to the block, she recited that psalm, ' In Thee, O 
Lord, do I trust, let me never be confounded.' Then 
stretching forth her body, and repeating many times, 
* Into Thy hands, O Lord, I commend my spirit,' her 
head was stricken off at two strokes, the dean [Fletcher] 
crying out, ' So let Queen Elizabeth's enemies perish !' 
the earl of Kent answering, ' Amen,' and the multitude 
sighing and sorrowing*." 

Sir Christopher Hatton, captain of the queen's guard, 
is made lord chancellor^, April 29. 

Sir Francis Drake is sent with a fleet against the 
Spaniards. He bums or captures many ships of war in 
the harbour of Cadiz, April 19, and in the summer takes 



* The character drawn by the same able historian of this unhappy 
princess has all the appearance of truth : — "She was a lady, fixed 
and constant in her religion, of singular piety towards Gfod, in- 
vincible magnanimity of miud, wisdom above her sex, and admirable 
beauty ; a lady to be reckoned in the list of those princesses who 
have changed their felicity for misery and calamity. ... By 
Murray, her base brother, and other her ungratefiU and ambitious 
subjects, she was much tossed and disquieted, deposed from her 
throne, and driven into England. By some Englishmen who were 
careful for preserving their religion, and providing for the queen's 
safety, she was, as indifferent censurers have thought, circumvented ; 
and by others, that were desirous to restore the Romish religion, 
thrust forward to dangerous imdertakings ; and overborne by the 
testimonies of her secretaries, who seemed to be bribed and cor- 
rupted with money." Her body was buried at Peterborough, but 
removed by her son James to Ilemy VIL's chapel, in Westminster 
Abbey. 

■ He succeeded Sir Thomas Bromley, who died April 26, 1587, 
and held the seals until his own death, Nov. 21, 1591, dischaiging 
the duties of his office more satisfiEictorlly than could have been 
expected. 
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above 100 merchant ships, beside destroying mnch pf 
the naval stores collected for the invasion of England'. 

Leicester goes again to the Netherlands, in June, but 
soon returns y. 

Sir William Stanley gives up his post at Deventer, 
and joins the Spaniards, with 1300 of his men*. 

THE SPANISH ARMADA. 

About the time that Pope Gregory XIII. sent Cam- 
pion and others into England ^ preparations were begun 
by Philip II. of Spain, in concert with the Guises (the 
actual rulers of France), for the conquest of the country. 
The work, however, proceeded but slowly^, owing, in 
part, to the magnitude of the armament that was thought 
necessary ; and, although every step was closely watched 
by Walsingham and others, it was not until 1586 that 
any serious apprehension was felt that the threatened 
attack would be made ; energetic steps were then taken 

* Drake brought back information that the attempt on England 
would certainly be made in the ensuing summer. 

y He had conceived the idea of acquiring the soyereignty of the 
proTinces, but this was distasteful alike to Elizabeth and to the Ne- 
therlanders, and he was obh^^ to abandon it. He had, however, 
by presents and promises, gained a strong party, which gave much 
trouble to his successor. Prince Maurice. 

■ He was a Romanist, and a connexion of Babyngton; fear of be- 
ing, in consequence, charged as an accomplice in his plot, induced 
his desertion, which greatly alarmed and irritated the Netherlanders. 

> See p. 290. 

^ Vessels were built, and naval stores and seamen procured for 
Philip, even from the Hanse towns and Denmark, but EHzabeth's 
ministers more than once damaged his credit with the Venetians 
and Genoese, the great money-lenders of the age ; Walsingham, 
through Sir Thomas Greediam, the founder of the Royal Exchange, 
once brought his armament to a stand-still by shewing them the 
danger his treasure-ships ran of capture, when they refused to ad- 
vance money, as they had long been accustomed to ao. 
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to meet the danger, and were heartily responded to by 
the gpreat body of the pec^le; even the Romanists 
bore their part in themS but the Puritans are accused 
of a suspicious lukewarmness ; it is certain, at least, that 
no sense of common danger could induce them to de- 
sist from their yirulent attacks on the Church ^. 

In 1587 Drake was despatched with a force, which 
captured many ships, and did much damage to the 
Spaniards by destroying vast quantities of naval stores ; 
he, however, brought certain intelligence that the expe- 
dition would sail in the following year ; and accordingly, 
early in the spring of 1588, a fleet of about 140 ships^ 
was got together, of which a larg^ proportion ¥ras sta- 
tioned on the western coast ; and the Netherlanders pre- 
pared a succour of 60 ships. Three armies were formed ; 
one of 30,000 was in attendance on the queen, and to 
move with her as occasion might require; another of 
20,000 was distributed along the southern coast ; and a 

* When the Armada approached, however, it was thought pru- 
dent to imprison many of their number, and it is certain that the 
Spaniards expected their co-operation. This, perhaps, oooasioiied 
the large number of executions of Romauists tins vear (thirty-nx) ; 
one was a gentlewoman (Margaret Ward\ who had conveyed a rape 
to a priest in Bridewell, and tiius enablea him to escape. 

d The " scandalous books," as Camden iustly terms them, wkadi 
commonly go by the name of the Mar-Prelate Tracts, were printed 
about this very period. Their abuse of the hierarchy was bo gross 
that Cartwright and other Puritans of note publicly oisolaimea any 
concern in their production ; it is beUeved that many of them were 
written by Henry Penry, who was executed in 1593. 

* Less than twenty of these belonged to the royal navy ; the rest 
were furnished by the cities of London, Bristol, and other ni^ports, 
by the merchant adventurers and private individuals ; the voooeln 
were verv much less than those of the Spaniards, and the orews less 
than 15,000 in number ; Charles Howard, earl of Rffingham, was the 
admiral, and he had Drake, Hawkins, and Frobisher under him. A 
squadron of about twenty ships, under Lord Henry Seymour^ in con- 
junction with the Netherlanders, watched the coast of Flanders. 
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third* of about the same strength, was placed at Tilbury, 
where a camp^ was formed, and a bridge of boats esta- 
blishedy both as a means of communication, and also, if 
necessary, to block up the river. 

Meanwhile Philip*s fleet bad rendezvoused at Lisbon. 
It was a mighty force of at least 130 ships of warK» 
many of them of unusual balk, and far exceeding in size 
any of the English vessels; it was manned by 11,000 
seamen and galley-slaves, carried above 3,000 pieces of 
cannon, and had on board 22,000 troops officered from 
the first families in Spain, and accompanied by many 
noble volunteers, and 180 priests and monks. Philip 
visited the fleet at Lisbon in May, and thought himself 
justified in styling it '^ the Invincible Armada^ ;" a con- 
secrated banner and his benediction were received .from 
the pope (Sixtus V.), and the fleet sailed on the 1st of 
June, under the command of Alfonso Peresius, duke of 
Medina Sidonia, a man unused to the sea, but assisted 

' To this oamp, where her fiiyoarite Leicester oommanded, the 
queen paid a vigit, when she made a speech to her troops. " I am 
come among vou/* she said, " not as for my recreation and sport, but 
as being resolved, in the middle and heat of the batUe, to he or die 
among you all ; to lay down, for niv God and my people, my honour 
and my blood, even in the dust^ 1 know that I have but uie body 
of a weak and feeble woman, but I have the heart of a king, and a 
king of England too." 

> There was, beside, a large fleet of tniniports laden with many 
thousand stand of arms for those who were expected to join them, 
horses, mules, intrenching tools, and, lastly, fetters, whips, thumb- 
screws, and other instruments of torture. Some of these vessels 
were taken by the English in their first day's skirmish, and the sight 
of such a cargo raised their courage almost to madness. 

k He had a pompous account of his "most happy Armada," 
printed in Latin and several other languages : and Cardinal AUen 
wrote, in English, an ''Admonition to the Nobility and People of 
England and Ireland," exhorting them to rise in aid of the Spa- 
niards, and denouncing the queen as the most in&mous of hiunan 
beings. On the failure of the expedition, every effort was made to 
suppress this pamphlet. 
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by Don Martinez de Ricaldi, a Biscayan mariner of great 
experience. The duke was directed to make his way as 
soon as posuble to France and Flanders, without at- 
tacking the English fleet, the design being to commence 
the war by landing three different bodies of troops in 
England. A force, which the dake of Guise had col- 
lected in Normandy, was to be thrown on the western 
coast; the great body of the duke of Parma's veteran 
forces in the Netherlands, consisting of 30,000 foot and 
5,000 horse, was to be landed in Kent or Essex, in 
order to march on London ; and a part#7as to be dis- 
embarked in Yorkshire^, where it was expected that the 
Romanists would join them. 

These plans were, however, all confounded by a storm 
which arose shortly after the Armada left Lisbon, and 
compelled the fleet to take shelter at the Groyne (near 
Ferrol), in so disordered a state that a report was at once 
spread that the expedition was abandoned for that year. 
In consequence, the duke of Guise withdrew his troops, 
Parma relaxed his preparations, and the English fleet, 
which had been cruising between Ushant and the Scilly 
Isles, retired to Plymouth. The English admiral, how- 
ever, prudently retained some ships that he had been 
ordered to dismiss, and, putting to sea with a few ves- 
sels, visited the coast of Spain ; he found the damage 
not so great as had been reported, and returning to port 
(July 12), re- victualled his fleet, which amounted to about 
sixty sail, and received on board many noble volunteers. 
On the 19th July he was warned that the Armada was 

i These were Sir William Stanley and his band, whose traitorous 
desertion has been already noticed. See p. 805. 
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off the ComiBh coast^ ; in spite of contrary winds he got 
to Bea, hung on their rear in their passage np the Chan- 
nel, and captured three large and many smaller vessels ; 
and heing daily joined hy ships from the various English 
ports, had 140 vessels under his command, when the 
Spaniards anchored in Calais roads, on the 27th July. 

Though the Spaniards had shewn themselves very 
deficient in seamanship^, and had seemed to retreat 
from their adversaries, when they were anchored in a 
sohd body they presented too formidable an appear- 
ance for the admiral to hope to engage them with suc- 
cess ; but a stratagem enabled him to ruin them. On the 
night of July 28, he converted eight old vessels into fire- 
ships, and, favoured by wind and tide, sent them among 
them. Though none of the Spanish vessels appear to 
have been burnt, a panic seized their commanders ; they 
cut their cables, and endeavoured to make for the Fle- 
mish coast; several, however, went ashore, some close 
to Calais, others on the sand-banks, and many surren- 
dered almost without resistance to the English. The 
great body steered in disorder for Gravelines and Dun- 
kirk, but they were so perpetually harassed by the Ne- 
therlanders, as well as the English, that the duke of 
Parma refused to embark his troops, and the enterprise 
was abandoned, early in August. 

The duke of Medina Sidonia*s fleet was still greatly 
superior in strength to that of the English, but his men 
had little inclination to fight their way through their 

^ It had left the Groyne, July 11, so that the admiral had a nar* 
row escape from capture. 

' Three of theii* lai^ yeaseia were captured mainly in oonse- 
quenoe of being disabl^ by running foul of some of their own fleet. 
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enemies ; heavy westerly winds also made the passage 
of the Straits of Dover difficult, if not imposalde ; and 
it was resolved to return to Spain by passing round the 
north of Scotland. The English pursued their flight as 
far as the Orkney s» making many captures evory day™» 
but were then obliged to withdraw for want of ammuni- 
tion. The Spaniards then held on their course, but 
suffered many further losses in the stormy and« by them, 
little-known seas around Scotland and Ireland °, and not 
more than one-third of the original armament ever 
reached Spain <*. 

Great rejoicings very naturally followed this over- 
throw of £ngland*s most potent enemy. Many of the 
Spanish flags and other spoils were displayed at Paul's- 
cross and elsewhere at sermons, and the queen attended 
a solemn thanksgiving at the cathedral, Nov. 24. 



A.D. 1588. Nine priests and nine other Romanists 
are executed in and near London, Aug. 28, 30, Sept. 23, 
and Oct. 5. 

Francis Kett, a heretic, is burnt at Norwich, Nov. 
or Dec. 

■■ The prisoners taken were kept on board hulk-ships at the Nore, 
it not being considered safe to bring them on shore, m consequence 
of the popular hatred. 

' Upwards of thirty ships were driven on the western coast <^ 
Ireland in a storm, September 2, and most of the crews who escaped 
drowning were murdered on shore. Those who were driven araon^ 
the Hebrides £Eired the same, but others who were wrecked on the 
main land of Scotland were humanely succoured and sent to Spain, 
a circumstance which facilitated the conclusion of a peace when 
James ascended the throne of England. 

*> Eighty large vessels, and at least 20,000 men, perished in the 
course of the four months (June to September) occupied in this 
disastrous expedition. Philip is related to have borne uie loss wiUi 
much apparent equanimity. 
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A.D. 1589. The parliament meets, Feb. 4, and sits 
till March 29. 

An act passed against building cottages, [31 Eliz. 
c. 7.] By this statute, framed in the same spirit as the 
proclamation against buildings in London P, no cottages 
were to be erected unless four acres of land were per- 
petually annexed thereto ; and but one family was to 
inhabit the same. The act, however, was not to apply 
to towns, nor to places near the sea- shore, nor to hinder 
the erection of cottages for workmen in mines, and for 
keepers in parks, woods, and chases. 

Drake and Norris sail in April to attempt to place 
Don Antonio on the throne of Portugal 4. Norris lands, 
and marches to Lisbon, but not being assisted by the 
fleet is obliged to retire. The generals retire in July, 
accusing each other ; the soldiers and sailors being left 
without pay, some go into other services, others take to 
robbery, and several are hanged in and near London. 

The earl of Cumberland (George Clifford) and Sir 
William Monson ravage the Spanish coasts, but their 
crews suffer much from sickness. 

Henry III. of France is mortally wounded' by Jacques 
Clement, a monk, Aug. 9 ; he dies the next day, and is 
succeeded by Henry of Navarre, as Henry IV. 

* See p. 290. 

^ To this expedition the queen contributed six ships and £60,000 ; 
the rest of the ships and the money was supplied oy private indi* 
▼iduals. The Groyne was besieged in vain, and Vigo burnt, but so 
Utile plunder was gained that the common men received but 6«. 
each, and they had no wages. 

' He had, in the December of the preceding year, caused the 
duke of Guise and his brother the cardiiml to be assassinated. Cle« 
ment, who was cut 4own by the king's guard, was looked on bji Uie 
Leaguers as a martyr. 
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Lord Willonghby is sent with 6,000 men to the as- 
sistance of the new king. 

A.D. 1590. Christopher Bales, a priest, and two lay- 
men who had concealed him, executed, March 4. 

Hawkins and Forbisher are despatched to intercept 
the Spanish treasure-fleet ; it is detained in America, by 
order from Phihp. 

A.D. 1591. Sir John Norris is sent with 3,000 men 
to the aid of Henry IV., April. A larger body, under 
the earl of Essex ^ is sent in July. 

William Hacket, a madman, who styled himself the 
Messiah, is hanged as a traitor S July 28. 



■ Robert Devereux, earl of Essex, was the son of Walter, the first 
earl of that fJBimily, and was bom in 1567. He 
was educated at Cambridge under Whitgiffc, 
served in the Netherlan^ with the earl of 
Leicester, and, though still very young, was 
appointed general of the horse, on the ap- 
proach of the Spanish Armada. Leicester 
died soon after, and Essex succeeded to his 

Slace in the favour of Elizabeth. He, however, 
id not remain at court ; he went on several 
expeditions to France, to Portugal, and to 
Spain, in one of which he captured Cadiz, and 
rendered himself exceedingly popular for his Ami oc Dereivu, ewi or 
gallantry ; he was also created earl marshaL '***'* 

He had many rivals, and more than once fell into disgrace with the 

3ueen. At length he was sent into Ireland, against O'Neal, but con- 
noted himself in a manner which caused doubts of either his courage 
or lus fidelity. He suddenly returned to England, and, irritated at 
his reception by the queen, at length attempted to raise an insur- 
rection in London. He was tried and found guilty of treason^ and 
was beheaded Feb. 25, 1601. Essex married the widow of Sir Philip 
Sydney (Frances, daughter of Sir Francis Walsingham), and left a 
son, also named Robert, who was restored in blood in 1618, and 
who commanded the parliamentary army against Charles L 

t His treason consisted in defacing the royal arms and a portrait 
of the queen. Two vehement Puritans (Coppinger and Arthington) 
had associated with him, and staled themselves the prophets dT 
Mercjjr and of Judgment; Coppmger starved ^himself to death; 
Arthington was imprisoned, but on ms subnassion was released. 
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Commiseioners appointed to put the laws more strictly 
in force against Romanists, Oct. 

Sir Bryan O'Rurke executed at Tyburn for treason", 
Nov. 3. 

Three priests, and four laymen who had relieved 
them, executed, Dec. 10. 

Trinity College, Dublin, founded'', Dec. 29. 

A.D. 1592. Thomas Pormorte, a priest, executed^, 
Feb. 20. 

A further aid of 2,000 soldiers sent to the French 
king, under Sir Edmund York, February. 

Sir John Perrott, late lord-deputy of Ireland, is 
convicted of treasonable correspondence with Spain y, 
April 27. 

A.D. 1593. The parliament meets February 19, and 
sits till April 12. 

An act passed "to restrain the queen's subjects in 

■ He had long been in arms in Ireland, and had recruited his 
forces from the Spaniards shipwrecked on his lands in 1588. At 
length he was defeated, and fled to Scotland, but was given up on 
the demand of the English ministers. When brought to the bar 
he refused to plead, and was in consequence condemned without 
trial. 

* Attempts had been made in the time of Edward II. and Edward 
IV. to establish universities for Ireland at Dublin and Drogheda, but 
they fiatiled. A suppressed monastery (AUhallows), which had been 
granted to the citizens of Dublin, was oy them appropriated to the 
nmndation of Trinitv College. 

* He had reconciled one John Barwys, a haberdasher, who was 
also condemned, but his Hfe seems to have been spared. 

7 His indictment states that he had had correspondence with 
Romish refugees as early as 1584 for an invasion of Ireland by the 
Spaniards ; that he was in confederacy with Sir Bryan O'Kurke ; 
and that Sir William Stanley (see p. 30>) was his agent with the 
duke of Parma. Sir John's impetuosity of temper led him Into 
some offensive remarks about the queen's interference with his go- 
vernment of Ireland, but the treason charged against him is very 
doubtiliL He did not receive sentence of death until June 16, 
and it was not executed ; he died in the Tower Nov. 3 following. 
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obedicDoe," [35 EHiz. c. 1,] directed against the Poritans. 
Pereons disputing the qaeen*8 ecclesiastical authority, 
abstaining from church, or attending " any assemblies, 
conventicles, or meetings, under colour or pretence of 
any exercise of religion," were to be imprisoned until 
they conformed ; if they did not do so in three months, 
they were to abjure the realm ; if they refused to do so, 
or returned after abjuration, they were to be hanged. 

Another act, of similar severity, was passed against 
^'popish recusants," [c. 2.] Such were to repair to their 
own homes, and not to travel five miles therefrom ; if 
they had not goods to satisfy the monthly fine of £20 
for non-attendance at church, they were to abjure the 
realm ; and if thev refused to do so, to suffer as felons. 
Both Puritans and Romanists, however, might relieve 
themselves. from the penalties of these acts, by reading a 
formal submission in the open church'. 

An act passed for the relief of sick and wounded 



* The Nonoonfbrmists* 8ubmi£eion was to be thus worded : ** I, 
A.B., do hombly confess and acknowledge that I have grievously 
offended God in contemning her Majesty's godly and lawful govern- 
ment and authority, by absenting myself from church, and fii^om 
hearing divine service, contrary to the godly laws and statutes <tf 
this realm, and in using and firequenting disordered and unlawftil 
conventicles and assemblies, under pretence and colour of exercise of 
religion ; and I am heartily sorry for the same, and do acknowledge 
and testify in my conscience, that no other person hath, or ought to 
have, any power or authority over her Majesty ; and I do promise 
and prote^, without any dissimulation, or any colour or means of 
any dispensation, that*lrom henceforth I will, firom time to time, 
obey and perform her Majesty's laws and statutes, in repairing to the 
church and hearing divine service, and do my uttermost endeavour 
to maintain and defend the same." The Romanists* submission was 
the same, except omitting the mention of "unlawftil conventicles 
and assemblies, and substituting for ''no other person,*' ** the bishop 
or see of Rome hath not, nor ought to have, any power or au- 
thorit^r over her Majesty, or witlun any her Majesty's realms or 
dominions." 
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soldiers, [c. 4.] A weekly collection was to be made in 
every parish, to furnish quarterly pensions to persons 
*^ hurt, or maimed, or grievously sick ;" but such reci- 
pients were forbidden to beg, on pain of forfeiting their 
pensions. 

Henry Barrow, a lawyer, and John Greenwood, a 
clergyman, are convicted of writing " sundry seditious 
books, tending to the slander of the queen and state," 
March 23"; they are carried to Tyburn, but reprieved, 
March 31 ; they are executed April 6. 

Henry Penry, another Brownist, is tried for " seditious 
words and rumours against the queen," [23 £liz. c. 2 — 
see p. 291,] May 25 ; he is executed, under circumstances 
of g^reat haste and cruelty ^ May 29. 

Henry IV. formally abjures Protestantism®, July 25. 

The isles of Scilly fortified ^. 

• They belonged to the class of ultra-Puritans called Brownists 
(afterwards BaiTowists) ; their books contained attacks on the Li- 
turgy, and this, according to the judges, was to deny the royal su- 
premacy. Two of their party had already suffered for this offence 
(see p. 293.) Three of their associates, who had dispersed the bookfi^ 
were also convicted, of whom one was banished, the other two died 
in prison. 

^ He was hurried from dinner to an unusual place of execution, 
(St. Thomas of Wat^ings, in the Kent-road,) and put to death 
without being allowed the ordinary time for dedai ation of his faith, 
or his allegiance to the queen, although he earnestly desired it. This 
unfortunate young man (he was but 34, and left a widow and young 
£Eimily) was a native of Wales, and had studied at both universities : 
he was the presumed chief author of the Mar- Prelate tracts, ana 
had evinced extreme bitterness against both the rulers and the en- 
dowments of the Church, describing both as limbs of Antichrist. 
Penry led a wandering life for years, preaching in woods and fields, 
particularly in Wales, but was seized at Stepney, near London, and 
was convicted, not for his published writings, but for some loose noe- 
morandums found on him, the heads of a petition to the (jueen. 

« Elizabeth herself wrote him a letter, severely reproving his un- 
fidthfulness, and threatening to withdraw all assistance from him ; 
but she afterwards changed her mind, and continued his firm ally, 
until he made peace with the Spaniards in li)98. 

* This was rendered nocossary by a design of the Spaniards to 
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A.D. 1594. Harrington, a seminary priest, executed ^ 
Feb. 18. 

Roger Loppez, physician to the queen, is convicted of 
conspiring with the Count de Fuentes and other minis- 
ters of King Philip to poison her, Feb. 28. Two of his 
confederates (Stephen Ferrera da Grama and Emanuel 
Louis Tynoco, Portuguese refugees) are convicted, 
March 14. 

Loppez was a Portuguese Jew, who had been captured 
in one of the ships of the Armada ; his presumed skill in 
medicine had recommended him to the queen. As early 
as May, 1590, he entered into correspondence with the 
ministers of Philip as a spy; and in November, 1591, 
he received a jewel of gold and gems worth £lOO for 
his services. In September, 1593, he made an offer to 
poison the queen for the sum of 50,000 crowns, to which 
Fuentes consented, and urged Loppez to hasten the 
matter/* that the king may have a merry Easter." Some 
of the letters are preserved in the indictments, and are 
ndost enigmatically worded ; the payment for poisoning 
of the queen is spoken of as *' the price of pearls" which 
Loppez has to sell ; and the sum for procuring the burn- 
ing of the fleet, which he had undertaken, is called ** your 
determination about a little musk and amber which I 
am determined to buy." 

Patrick O^Collun, a fencing-master, is convicted of 
having received a bribe of £bO to kill the queen, March 
1 ; he is executed. 



BoUe on them being discovered ; the Spaniards were at this time in 
possession of part of Britanny, and their galleys paid plundering 
visits to Cornwall and Devon. 

* Stow records that " he was cut down alive, struggled with tiie 
hangman, but was bowelled and quartered.'' 



» 
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Loppez and his associates are execated ^, June 7. 

The citizens of London provide six ships and two 
pinnaces, and 450 foot soldiers, for the queen's ser- 
vice K. 

The earl of Tyrone^ assumes the title of O'Neal, and 
foils various attempts made to reduce him to submission. 

Brest is taken from the Spaniards by the troops of 
Henry IV., assisted by English ships, commanded by 
Sir Martin Forbisher, who is mortally wounded, in 
November. 

A.D. 1595. Robert Southwell, a Jesuit ^ is exe- 
cuted, Feb. 21. 

i Their execution had been thus long delayed, in the hope of full 
information as to the designs of the Spaniards. They disappointed 
the expectation, and were, probably in consequence, treateid even 
more cruelly than usual, as the whole summer s day was occupied 
with their execution. They were brought from the Tower to London- 
bridge, apparently on foot, then taken by water to Westminster, 
where, though called on to say what they could for themselves, they 
were soon silenced. Then they were delivered to the marshal of 
the queen's bench, who took them by water to Southwark-stairs, and 
thence to the Marishalsea ; at London-bridge fort he gave them over 
to the sherifiGi of London, who laid them on hurdles, and conveyed 
them over the bridge to Leadenhall (where Loppez had resided), 
and thence to Tyburn ; and " there," says Stow, ** they were hanged, 
cut down alive, holden down by strength of men, dismembered, 
bowelled, headed, and quartered, and their quarterst^set on the 
gates of the city. " 

t This was done in consequence of a precept from the queen, and 
was therefore a violation of the privileges of the citizens ; it aiTorded 
a precedent for the writ of ship-money in the time of Charles L 

I* He -^as the illegitimate grandson of the first earl, (see p. 193) 
and received a royal charter of confirmation, May 10, 15S7. He had 
gained this by his services against the last earl of Desmond. 

*■ He was of a gentleman's fieimily in Norfolk, and was bom about 
1560 ; was educated at Douay, and came to England as a mission- 
ary in 1584. He was residing in the house of the countess of Arund^ 
when he was seized in May, 1592, and thrown into a dungeon in the 
Tower, and several times put to the torture. After three years' im- 
prisonment, he was, on his own application, brought to trial, and was 
executed the next day, Lord Burghley, whom he had addressed, 
brutally remarking, that '' if he was in such haste to be hanged, he 
should have his desire." Southwell was a writer of oonsiderable 
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Some apprentices, and other unruly yoaths, raise a 
tumult on Tower-hill, Sunday evening, June 29. A 
proclamation is issued against such assemblies, July 4, 
and a provost-marshal (Sir Thomas Wilford) appointed 
for the city, with powers to punish by martial \am\ 

Penzance burnt by the Spaniards, July. 

Drake and Hawkins sent against the Spanish settle- 
ments in the West Indies ; the expedition fails, and both 
commandera die of disease. 

The queen demands repayment of her expenses from 
the Hollanders ; they pay a small part only. 

The Lambeth Articles, which teach ultra-Calvinism, 
attempted to be imposed on the Church by Archbishop 
Whitgift, but withdrawn on the manifestation of the 
queen's displeasured 

Sowersy and has left several pieces, both in prose and venot that 
eserve to be better known than they are. Two stansas, fitMn a 
poem written during his imprisonment, ** Up<»i the Picture of Deatii,** 
are subjoined : — 

"Before my face the picture hangs. 

That daily should put me in mind 
Of those cold names and bitter pangs 

That shortly I am like to find: 
But yet, alas ! full little I 
Do think thereon, that I must die. 
• • • • 

If none can 'scape Death's dreadful dar^ 

If rich and poor his beck obey, 
« If strong, if wise, if all do smart, 

Then I to 'scape shall have no way. 
Oh ! grant me grace, O God, that i 
My life may mend sith I must die." 

k The whole afiair was a mere street broil between the youths 
and the warders of the Tower ; but as a discharged soldier had 
mixed in the firay, sounding a trumpet, it was treated as ** levying 
war against the queen's highness :" and five apprentices were exe- 
cuted as traitors on Tower-hill, July 24. 

1 They were brought forward at the Hampton Coiurt Conferences 
in 1604, and rejected, but were adopted by the Irish Churvh in 1615. 
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A.D. 1596. Calais is taken from the French by 
the Spaniards, April. While the siege was going on, 
offers of relief were sent from England, but declined™. 

A large English and Dutch fleet sails from Plymouth 
early in June, captures Cadiz, ravages the coast of Spain, 
and returns with a vast booty iu August °. 

Sydney Sussex College, Cambridge, founded by Ljady 
Frances Sydney, widow of Thomas Ratcliff, earl of 
Sussex. 

The London merchants dispatch three ships to open a 
trade with the East Indies and China. 

A.D. 1597. A fleet sails in May, under the earl of 
Essex and Sir Walter Ralegh, against the Azores; 
they fail to capture them®. 

The parliament meets October 24, and sits till Feb. 9, 
1598. 

An act passed for the punishment of '* rogues, vaga- 
bonds and sturdy beggarsP," [c. 4]. 

■> On Good-Friday and Easter-day (April 9, 11) men were pressed 
in the churches, and sent towards I>over to embark, but were shortJy 
set at liberty. 

■ The chief commanders were Lord Howard of Effingham and the 
earl of Essex. The mischief done to the Spaniards was very great, 
but would probably have been much greater if the proposal of Essex 
to remain in Cadiz with the land forces had been adopted. He had 
set at liberty some Moorish galley-slaves, and throiu^h them had 
opened a communication with the revolted Moors of the south of 
Spain, who were as grievously oppressed by the bigoted Philip on 
account of their religion as the Netherlanders had been, and were 
ready to join the invaders. 

« They ravaged some of the islands, but missed the Indian fleet ; 
disputes arose between the commanders^ and they were enemies ever 
after. 

' These appellations are given in the statute to all able-bodied 
persons who refuse to work for ordinary wages : any such was to be 
whipped and passed on to his native place, " there to put himself 
to labour as a true subject ought to do." In connexion with the 
subject of vagrancy and pauperism it may be mentioned that over- 
seers of the poor were appointed by statute in 1601, [43 EUs. c X]^ 
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The queen's general pardon granted [c. 28], from 
which are excepted "all offences committed or done 
against the ecclesiastical estate or government estahlished 
in this realm, or any heresy or schism in religion what- 
soever*!." 

A.D. 1598. Henry IV. grants toleration to the Pro- 
testants, by the Edict of Nantes, which is declared '' per- 
petual and irrevocable," April. He shortly after makes 
peace with the Spaniards. 

Jones, or Buckley, a seminary priest, executed, 
July 12. 

The earl of Cumberland (George Clifford) fits out 
an expedition to the West Indies, and plunders Porto 
Rico. 

Philip II. of Spain dies, Sept. 13. 

Edward Squyer', convicted of attempting to poison 
the queen, is executed, Nov. 13. 

The queen's declining health gives rise to specula- 
tions as to her successor. The secretary Cecil" enters 

« This pardon, as was usual, was to be "oonstraed most bene- 
ficially for the subjects," but the list of matters excepted finom it 
is so long as hardly to leave any offender to profit by it. 

' He was a soldier on board Essex's fleet against the Azores in 
the preceding year, and being taken prisoner, was, according to lus 
indictment, induced to undei'take the task of killing the queen, by 
the persuasiou of one Widpole, an English priest, in the service of 
Phihp of Spain. Walpole is recorded 4o have administered the eu- 
charist to him, and assured him that if he succeeded ''he should be 
a glorious saint in heaven." Then he embraced him, ''throwing his 
left arm about his neck, and making the sign of a cross on his head, 
saying, ' God bless thee, and give thee strength, my son, and be of 
good courage ; I will pawn my soul for thine, and thou shalt have my 
prayers both dead and alive, and fiill pardon of all thy sins.' " 

• Robert Cecil, a younger son of the minister Burghley, was bom 
about 1565, and, though weakly and deformed, yet served in the 
fleet against the Spani^ Armada. He kept about the court, and on 
the death of Walsingham succeeded to his office. On the arrival 
of James in England, Cecil became his chief adviser, was made 
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into a secret correspondence with James of Scotland; 
others bring forward the pretensions of Arabella Stuart^. 
A.D. 1599. Great preparations made against a 
threatened invasion from Spain ; the earl of Nottingham 
is made lieutenant-general of the kingdom, as well by 
sea as land. 

O'Neal having foiled various commanders ° sent against 
him, the earl of Essex is, at his own request, appointed 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland, March 12 ; he lands at Dublin 
April 15. 

Essex wastes his army with fruitless marches, but 
without fighting ; holds a suspicious secret conference 
with O'Neal, and then suddenly leaves Ireland Sept. 24. 
He abruptly presents himself before the queen at Non- 
such, Sept. 28. 

The earl is committed to the custody of the lord 
keeper (Sir Thomas Egerton), October 2, and Lord 
Mountjoy (Charles Blount) is sent as his successor into 
Ireland. 

A.D. 1600. Sixteen priests and four Romish laymen 
removed from the prisons about London to Wisbech 
castle. 

earl of Salisbury in 1605, and died May 24, 1612. The younger 
Cecil is usually esteemed more subtle and more implacable than his 
fiither ; and the ruin of both Essex and Ralegh is generally ascril)ed 
to him. 

' She was cousin to James, and was believed to incline to Roman* 
ism. Ralegh, who was govemor of Jersey, supported her claim, as 
did lord Cobham, warden of the Cinque Forts, and the majority of 
the Romanists. 

■ Sir John Norris, &mous for his services in Flanders, France, 
Portugal, and elsewhere, was censured for ill success against him, 
and died of vexation soon after, and Sir Henry Bagnal received a 
total defeat at Blackwater, Aug. 14, 1698. Pope Clement VIII. 
sent O'Neal a consecrated plume (said to be of phceuix feathers), 
and declared his followers to be entitled to all the indiilgences 
granted to the ancient crusaders. 
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Negotiations for peace with Spain entered into at 
Boulogne, in May, but without 9uccess. 

The earl of Essex is examined before the council, 
and ordered to keep himself to his own house*, June 5. 

Five priests and two laymen executed in London, 
Durham, and Lincoln, June and July ; one layman for 
being reconciled, the other for relieving a priest, who 
was hanged with him. 

Ambassadors received from the king of Barbary, who 
profess to desire a commercial treaty, but are looked on 
as spies. 

James of Scotland is seized by Lord Gowrie and his 
brother Alexander Ruthven^, Aug. 5, but rescued by his 
attendants. 

Essex makes attempts to regain the queen's favour, 
and being repulsed, enters into negotiations with James 
of Scotland ; he also leagues with Romanists as well as 
Puritans, and at length concerts a scheme for driving 
Cecil, Ralegh, and other opponents from the court. 

A charter for exclusive trade to the East Indies and 
China is granted to certain merchants of London', 
Dec. 3L 

A.D. 1601. The earl of Essex imprisons the coun- 

* He had been in custody of the lord keeper from the October pre- 
ceding. 
y They were the sons of the earl of Growrie executed in 1584 (see 

E. 295.) According to the king's own account, he was decoyed while 
unting to tlieir castle, when an armed man threatened him with a 
dagger, but his gfuards forced their way in, and the Ruthvens were 
killed. The transaction, usually called the Gk>wrie plot, is one of tibe 
most obscure in Scottish history. 

" This was the origin of the English East India Company. They 
dispatched five ships in the following year, under the command of 
James Lancaster ; a very profitable trade was the result, and the 
ye^(sels, after visiting Sumatra and Java, reached the Downs in safety, 
Sept. 11, 1603. 
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cillors*^ sent to him to warn him to desist from an al- 
leged attempt to seize the queen's person, Sunday, Feb. 
8 ; he then marches into the city, accompanied by the 
earls of Rutland and Southampton (Roger Manners and 
Henry Wriothesley) and William, lord Sandys, and ** a 
multitude of armed men," but not being joined by the 
citizens, returns by water to Essex house, and at ten 
at night surrenders to the earl of Nottingham^, He is 
tried (Lord Buckhurst being lord steward) on a charge, 
among other things, of endeavouring to " raise himself 
to the royal dignity," Feb. 19, is found guilty, and is 
executed Feb. 25 c. 

John Pybush, a seminarist, is executed, after seven 
years* imprisonment, Feb. 18; two others, and a widow 
lady who had assisted a priest, are executed Feb. 27. 

A body of Spaniards land in Ireland, and fortify Kin- 
sale, Sept. 

The parliament meets October 27, and sits till Dec. 19. 

» They were Sir Thomas Egerton. Henry Somerset, earl of Wor- 
cester, Sir William Knollys, and Sir John Popham. When he went 
into the city he left them in the care of Sir John Davyes, Francis 
Tresham and Owen Salysburye, "many of the rebels then assembled, 
crying aloud. Kill them ! kill them !" but they were released after a 
confinement of a few hours, and before his return. 

* Charles Howard, formerly lord Howard of Effingham. See p. 319. 

" The earl of Southampton was tried with him and was found 
guilty, but his life was spared. Indictments were also found against 
William, lord Sandys, and Edward, lord Cromwell, Sir Edmund 
Bayneham^ and 30 other knights and gentlemen, among whose 
names appear those of several of the Gunpowder Plot conspirators, 
as Catesby, Tresham, and CSiristopher and John Wright, but com- 
paratively few of them were brought to trial; they were instead 
imprisoned, and paid heavy fines. On Feb. 2S, a young man, 
named Woodcock, was hanged for speaking in condemnation of 
the arrest of Essex. On Feb. 20, Sir Edmund Bayneham and two 
others were found guilty, and on March 5, Sir Christopher Blunt 
and four others were condemned, of whom Sir Gellis Merrick and 
Hemy Cufife were executed March 13, and Sir Christopher Blunt 
and ^ Charles Danvers, March 18. 
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Payment of black mail (stated to be common in the 
northern parts) forbidden [43 £Hiz. c. 13]. 

A.D. 1602. Sir Richard Levison and Sir Richard 
Monson are sent with a fleet against the Spaniards; 
they fail in capturing the Indian ships, but bum a fleet 
of galleys at Coimbra. 

Sir Robert Mansel destroys a squadron of Spanish 
galleys in the English Channel. 

A proclamation issued for pulling down newly built 
houses in and within three miles of London and West- 
minster'^. 

The Spaniards in Kinsale are obliged to capitulate, 
June; Tyrone soon after makes his submission, and is 
pardoned. 

A.D. 1603. Anderson, a seminary priest, is executed, 

Feb. 17. 

The queen dies at Richmond, March 24 ; she is buried 
in the chapel of Henry VII. at Westminster, April 28. 

d "Little was done," says Stow, "and small effect followed, more 
than of other the like proclamations beforetime made," [see p. 290,] 
" and also an act of parliament to that purpose" [35 Eliz. c. 6, 
"against new buildings," passed in 1593]; "these cities are still 
increased in building of cottages and pestered with inmates, to the 
great infection and other annoyances of them both." The law, 
however, was not suffered entirely to remain a dead letter, commis- 
sions of inquiiy being frequently issued, particularly in the time of 
Charles I., which raised large sums by composition with the of- 
fenders ; which practice was revived under the Commonwealth. 
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The royal Houae of Stuart was, equally with tlie 
Plantagenete, descended from our Anglo-Saxon kiogB, 
and in the person of James VI. it sacceeded to the 
throne of Great Britain free from the stain of either 
the Lancastrian or the Tudor usurpation. From Mar- 
garet, the sister of Edgar Atheling, was descended 
Robert Bruce' ; his daughter Margery married Robert 
the Steward, and their son hecame king of Scotland, as 
Robert 11., in 1371''. Seven kings and one queen of 
his house reigned in Scotland alone, and five more in 
Great Britwn, their rule extending over a period of 343 
years (a.d. 1371 — 1714), of which the last twenty-six 
years are, as embracing the reigns of the limited mo- 
narchs, William and Mary, and Anne, strikingly distin- 
guished from the long preceding period, which, though 
unhroken by usurpation, was generally of a stormy cha- 
racter, from the ill-defined nature of the regal rights and 
■ See Tol. i. p. 851. ' See vol. i. p. 8S5 



326 THE STVABTS. 



daties, and harassed during mach of the time by contests 
with England, often caused by the intrigues of France, 
whose unequal alliance was more disastrous to Scotland 
than her hostility could have been. 

The reign of Charles I. is especially memorable for a 
fierce outbreak ostensibly in the cause of civil and reli^ 
gious liberty, in the course of which the whole fabric of 
government, in Church and State, both in England and in 
Scotland, suffered a total, though happily but temporary, 
subversion. This struggle between the Church and its 
Puritan opponents was, like preceding convulsions, pro- 
videntially overruled for good, but the character of the 
parties to it is too often misrepresented. The reverence 
for authority, which was the great actuating motive of 
the royal party, has been unjustly described as a love of 
slavery, and the Puritans have been held up as the cham- 
pions of liberty <^, while they were in reality bent on de- 
stroying all reasonable government, without which true 
freedom is impossible, and the whole course of their con- 
duct shews that the maxim of "No bishop, no king," 
ascribed to James I., is perfectly just. It was absolutely 
necessary to curb them if either Church or State was to 
be preserved, and their stubbornness rendered mild mea- 
sures unavailing ; those taken would probably not have 
been so severely condemned as they have been*, had they 
succeeded ; though harsh in themselves, they were not 
unusual in their day, and they were justified in the con- 
sciences of those who employed them by the duty of 

•• How little the Puritans ^ere inclined to grant to others the li- 
berty of conscience which they had so loudly demanded for them- 
selves, was shewn by innumerable instances during the period of 
their unhappy ascendancy. See Notes and Illustrations. 



THE STtJAKT^. 327 



upholding insulted authority, and cannot fairly be said 
to have sprung from any purpose of persecution. 

Several of the Stuart rulers were remarkable for their 
talents and their literary acquirements*^, but they are 
still better ki)Own for the uninterrupted series of calami- 
ties which befel them. Robert II. was a prince of mild 
.character, whose authority was entirely disregarded by 
Jiis nobler ;.■ his son, Robert III., was a mere tool in the 
hands of his brother, the duke of Albany, and through 
his machinations he lost both of his sons, dying himself 
of grief; James I. passed many years in an English 
prison, and was at last n^urdered by hfs nobles ; James 
JI. was killed at thesi^ge of Roxburgh; James III. 
was slain when fleeing from, a field, where he had been 
defeated by his own son ; that son (James IV.) fell at 
Flodden- field ; James V. was foiled in. an invasion of 
England, and died soon after ; his daughter Mary ended 
her unhappy life on the scaffold ;" the death of James VI. 
(or I.) was supposed to be accelerated by grief at the 
misfortunes of his daughter and son-in-law (the Elector 
Palatine) ; Charles I., after a long civil war, was pub- 
licly put to death by his subjects, and his sons fared little 
better ; Charles 11. regained the throne after years of 
exile, but by his ill government prepared the way for the 
expulsion of his brother, James II., who died a pen- 
sioner of France. Mary II. and Anne can hardly be 
regarded as more fortunate, as they only obtained the 

•• James I., James V., and Mary were poets, and their works are 
yet read with pleasure ; James VI. wrote on many subjects, both in 
prose and verse, and with very considerable difference of merit ; and 
if the claim of the authorship of '* Eikon Baailike" put forward for 
Charles I. could be satisfactorily established, he also would rank 
among distinguished writers. 
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throne through the exile of their father. James's sdn 
and grandson attempted to recover their kingdoms, hut 
their efforts were unsaccessfol, and the last of their 
House, who was an ecclesiastic, and known as Cardinal 
York, lived a recipient of the bounty of the House of 
Brunswick ®. 

From the time that England and Scotland came under 
the same ruler by the succession of James VI. to the 
throne lately occupied by Elizabeth, the arms of the 
two countries have been borne on the same shield, with 
the addition of the harp for Ireland. The roses, both 
red and white, the fleur-de-lis, the thistle, and the harp 
(all crowned), appear as badges, and the royal supporters 
have usuallv been the lion and the unicorn^, as seen at 
the present day. 

• He died in 1808. 

' Charles I. occasionally employed an antelope and a stag, both 
ducally collared and chained. 



JAMES I. 

Jaubb VI. of Scotland and I. of Great Britaio, was 
the only child of Mary, queen of Scoti, by Henry, Lord 
Damley, and was boru in the castle of Edinburgh, Jane 
19, 1566. Early in the following year bis father was 
murdered ; in a few months more his mother was obUged 
to resign her crown, and James was proclaimed king 
while an infant of little more than a twelvemonth old, 
July 24, 1567. 

His in&Dcy had a rapid succesuon of goveraorsK, 
three of nhom perished by violence, and in his 14th 
year be assumed the reins of power, but it was only to 
give them into the bands of worthless fovourites, who 

' The earl of Hniray, Lis ancle, yiBS the SiBt ; Msttbew, e&tl of 
Lenoi (the king^s grandiktheT}, succeeded him ; than c&me Erflkioe. 
earl of Mar, who was followed by Junes Douglas, earl of Morton, a 
mere tool of the English miniaWraj Mar alone of the four died a 
natural death. 
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quarreled among themselves*^, vet kept such a corre- 
spondence with the English court as obliged their young 
and needy king to witness the judicial murder of his 
mother without an effort either to save or to avenge 
her. His own liberty was abridged^ and bis life appa- 
rently endangered, through hatred caused by their mis- 
conduct, as at the Raid of Ruthven^ in 1582, and the 
Gowrie Plot, in 1600*. 

Though Elizabeth deferred the indication of her suc- 
cessor to the latest hour of her life, her courtiers felt 
assured that it could be no other than James of Scotland, 
and they paid their court to him so assiduously in her de- 
clining years as to cause her abundant anxiety ; at length 
she died, and James, in his thirty-seventh year, became 
king of England, without the shadow of opposition. 

He was scarcely established in his new kingdom, how- 
ever, when discontents began to appear. He had, wliile 
in poverty in Scotland, made promises both to the Ro- 
manists and to the Puritans of something like toleration ; 
but he at once joined himself to the Established Church, 
which gave them occasion to charge him with insin- 
cerity, and, apparently, to unite for the purpose of de- 
throning him J. This scheme failed,, as did the revolting 
Gunpowder Plot, and the rest of his reign was passed 

>» See pp. 289, 292. * See pp. 292, 821. 

i Some wiiters have supposed that the whole was a base contriv- 
ance of Cecil to get rid ot' Ralegh and others, who had courted the 
friendship of Janaes as eagerly as he had himself, and were likely to 
prove successful rivals in the distribution of honours and rewards. 
Without accepting this solution, it is still difficult to conceive what 
objects could be common to Romish priests, Puritans, and professed 
free-thinkers, or atheists, as they were then termed ; yet such men 
were found among the conspirators, and James*s lenity has been 
taken as a presumption of their innocence ; only the priests and one 
gentleman suffered death. 
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in coercing his Scottish subjects into a temporary re- 
acceptance of episcopal government, and in qaarrels with 
his English parliaments ; the latter were often hastily 
dissolved, and their members imprisoned, but they re- 
monstrated freely on matters both of Church and State, 
impeached his ministers, controlled his foreign policy, 
and exhibited unmistakable tokens of that puritanical, 
republican spirit which led his unhappy successor to the 
scaffold. Commerce, however, flourished ; the newly 
opened trade with India was steadily pursued, and many 
attempts were made by Hudson, Baffin, and others to 
discover a north-western passage ; America, too, began 
to be systematically settled by the English. 

James's conduct towards foreign states was weak and 
discreditable. There is no reason to doubt that he was 
a sincere Protestant; but his exalted notions of the 
kingly dignity^ led him to side with the Romanists rather 
than the Protestants, from dislike to the republican form 
of government^ On the same ground he eagerly sought 
alliances for his sons with the royal families of France and 
Spain, regardless of the apprehensions of his people on the 
score of religion ; and to attain his ends he did not hesi- 
tate to sign treaties promising a toleration of Romanism, 
which was directly contrary to the statutes of his king- 
dom, and could only have been carried out by his exer- 

k He told his parliament, that as it was blasphemy to question 
what the Almighty could do by His power, so it was sedition to 
inquire what a king could do by virtue of his prerogative ; and he 
suffered Dr. Cowell, a civilian, in Ms book " The Interpreter," to 
ascribe to the kings of £ngland the absolute power of the Roman 
emperors ; the commons resented this, and James was obliged to 
forbid the circulation of the work. 

I He was easily persuaded that the Hollanders were '' an ill ex- 
ample for a monarch to cherish." 



332 THE STTJARTS. 



cising the power he was so unwise as sometimes to claim, 
of being superior to all law ; his project failed, as re- 
garded Spain, and he was involved in a war against that 
power (reluctantly undertaken, though the dominions of 
his son-in-law, the Elector Palatine, were at stake "",) at 
the time of his death, which occurred at his hunting-seat 
of Theobalds, near Cheshunt, March 27, 1625. He was 
buried in Henry VII.'s chapel, Westminster. 

James married, in 1590, Anne of Denmark, daughter 
of Frederic H. She was bom in 1574, was handsome, 
active, and intriguing, but seems to have had far less in- 
fluence over her husband than his unworthy favourites, 
Carr*^ and Villiers®, exercised. She was fond of pomp 

» A quarrel conoeming Churoh property in Bohemia, between the 
RomanistB and the Protestants, occasioned the latter to attempt to 
throw off the rule of the house of Austria ; the Elector Palatine was 
chosen king by the insui^ents, but the attempt miscarried, and in 
the end he lost even his paternal states, dying broken-hearted in 
the year 1632. 

o Robert Carr, a younger son of a fietmily on the Scottish border 
that had suffered in the cause of Mary of Scotland, was early re- 
ceived as the king's page> and was knighted at his coronation in 
England. The hu^h offices of lord-treasurer and lord-chamberlain 
were soon bestowed on him, he was made a knight of the Grarter, and 
created viscount Rochester and earl of Somerset. He at length con- 
tracted an infamous marriage with Frances, daughter of the earl of 
Suffolk, the divorced wife of the earl of Essex, and from this circum- 
stance his ruin may be dated. He and his wife were convicted in 
1616 of the murder of Sir Thomas Overbury, who had exposed their 
union, though it seems probable that she only was g^uilty. Somerset 
was imprisoned until 1621, and being then released, lived in com- 
parative poverty to the time of his death, in 1645, his wretched wife, 
who had confessed herself a murder^s, having died in 1632. 

° George YilUers, the son of a Leicestershire knight, was bom in 
1592. He was early sent abroad, and on his return in 1615, he at- 
tracted James's notice, was made a gentleman of the chamber, and 
so grew in favour, that in less than three years he was appointed 
master of the horse, knight of the Garter, chief justice north of 
Trent, Lord Whaddon, Viscount ViUiers, and earl of Buckingluim. 
He afterwards attained the higher dignities of marquis and duke, 
and was as great a favourite with Charles 1. as he had been with his 
fiither. His conduct, however, had a very unhappy influence on 
the relations between the former monarch and his people ; he was 
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and pageantry, involved James in difficulties through 
her extravagant expenses, and was suspected of carry- 
ing on a secret correspondence with Rome P. She 
died March 1, 1619, and was buried at Westmmster, 
May 13. 

Their children were, — 

Henry, born Feb. 19, 1593, to whom Queen Elizabeth 
was godmother. He was created prince of Wales, and 
made a knight in 1610, on which occasion a feudal aid 
was demanded, and reluctantly paid, though the young 
prince was himself popular, being looked on as likely to 
prove an enterprising king. He died, greatly regretted, 
Nov. 6, 1612. 

Charles became king. 

Elizabeth, born Aug. 19, 1596, was married in 1612 
to the Elector Palatine ; she became for a short time 
queen of Bohemia, and, after a life of great vicissitudes, 
died in London, Feb. 13, 1662. The princes Rupert 
and Maurice, who bore so conspicuous a part in the civil 
wars, were her sons ; and her daughter Sophia was the 
mother of the first king of the House of Brunswick, 
George I. 

Robert and Mary died young. 

A material alteration in the royal arms marked the 

impeached, and, though screened from parliamentary vengeance by 
his master, fell a victim to assassination, Aug. 23, 1628. He had 
married the daughter of the earl of Butland, a rich heiress, and he 
left two sons, one killed in the civil war, and the other the profligate 
minister of Charles II., condemned to an odious immortality as the 
Zimri of Dryden. 

p She is said to have received large sums from the Bomish no- 
l»Uty and gentry, to procure them relief from the various penal 
laws, in consequence of which their enactments were, in general, 
only enforced against the poor recusants, with whom the prisons 
were crowded. 
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reign of iboB king. France and England appear in the 
first and fonrth quarters ; Scotland in the second ; Ire- 
land in the third ; all within the garter, and crowned. 
The Scottish unicorn hecame the sinister supporter, 
Elizabeth's motto was soon replaced by " Beati Paci- 
Fici ;" and the thistle, sometimes dimidiated with the 
rose, appeared in addition to her royal badges. 

In judging of the character of James, it is necessary 
to make ample allowance for the unfavourable dream- 
stances under which he grew up. His poverty rendered 
him a mere tool in the hands of the English ministers, 
and he was obliged to submit to many mortifications at 
the hands of his native subjects, which gave him a fixed 
dislike to Presbyterianism. When he came to England, 
the clergy of the Church ofiered, by their deferential 
compliance with his wishes, and. their expressed admi- 
ration of his learning, a gratifying contrast to the stem, 
if not rude manners of the Scots ; he resolved at once ta 
identify himself with episcopacy, and was easily per- 
suaded that its enemies were also enemies to monarchy. 
Events have proved that this conclusion was perfectly 
just, but James did not possess the firmness to curb his 
parliaments as his predecessor had done, and his im- 
prudent measures only prepared the way for the ruin of 
his successor. 

James had been carefully educated by the celebrated 
George Buchanan, and he was the author of several 
works, both in prose and poetry, which, though now 
censured as pedantic, shew him to have possessed a cul- 
tivated mind, and a style quite equal to the generality of 
writers of his time ; he also aspired to theological learn- 
ing, and founded a seminary for champions in the Romish 
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controversy*!. His amusements, however, were of the 
coarsest description : cock-fighting, bull, bear, and lion- 
baiting', and the more ordinary field sports occupied his 
time to the utter neglect of public affairs, which his 
ministers managed almost at their own pleasure. Though 
his jealous fears brought his unhappy cousin, Arabella 
Stuart^, to destruction, and his wish for the Spanish 
alliance led him to sacrifice Ralegh, he was, on principle, 
averse to bloodshed, and habitually merciful in his deal- 
ings with offenders ; he was a patron of learning^, and 

4 It was founded May 8, 1610, for a provost and 20 fellows. Dr. 
Sutcliff, dean of Exeter, oeing the originator of the design. The plan 
failed, and the buildings were never completed ; aiter long serving 
as a prison they were pulled down in the time of Charles II. and the 
well-known Chelsea Hospital for invalided soldiers erected on the 
site. 

' Stow, in his Chix>nicle, records the care taken tor the accommo- 
dation of the wild beasts in the Tower, and the frequent combats 
between them and fierce dogs in the presence of the court, in as 
grave a style as if he were dealing with the most important pubUc 
affiedrs. 

■ She was the daughter of Charles, earl of Lenox, his father's 
brother, and was by some lawyers considered to have a better title 
to the crown than the king himself. One of the objects attributed 
to Ralegh and others was to raise her to the throne, and she was in 
consequence held in a kind of honourable custody to prevent her 
marriage. She was, however, clandestinely united to William Sey- 
mour, Lord Beauchamp ^afterwards duke of Somerset, also a de- 
scendant of Henry VII.) m 1611, attempted to escape witii him to 
the continent, but was retaken, and died in Uie Tower in 1615. She 
was buried beside Mary, queen of Scote, and prince Henry, but with- 
out funeral pomp, 'Mest,*' says Camden, ''it should seem to reflect 
on the king s justice." 

* Two eminent men of his era may be mentioned, Sir Edward 
Coke and Sir Francis Bacon. The first was bom in Norfolk in 1554, 
and was a member of Trinity Collie, Cambridge. He became 
eminent as a lawyer, was Speaker of the House of Commons in 1593, 
and long held the office of attorney-general, in which post he shewed 
much acuteness, though little gratitude, in prosecuting to convic- 
tion the earl of Essex and Sir Walter Ralegn, as well as the Gun- 
powder Plot conspirators, whom he alike overwhelmed with the 
coarsest language. In 1606 Coke was made a judge, but he fell into 
disgrace after the trial of the murderers of Sir Thomas Overbury. 
He endeavoured to gain the protection of the £a.vourite, Buckingham, 
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promoted the pre8ent translation of the Holy Scriptares ; 
and, though weak and vain, he must he considered a 
kindly-disposed, well-meaning man, although unfortu- 
nately a very indifferent king. 



A.D. 1603. James of Scotland is proclaimed king 
by the council in London, March 24 ; messengers are 
dispatched to him", and he commences his journey for 

bat fiiiling m this, from a yehement defender ol prerogatiTe he be- 
came conspicuous for his opposition to the measures of the court. 
He was in consequence imprisoned at one time, and at another made 
sheri£^ in order to disqualify him from a seat in parliament ; and 
on his death, which happened in the year 1634, nis papers were 
seised, though without miding anything to justify the levy of a fine 
on his heir. He was the author of wo^s which are of authority in 
the oourts of law to the present day, but his conduct as a judge has 
been censured, and as a member of parUamentwas clearly the result 
of faction. 

Francis Bacon was bom in 1561, and was the son of Sir Nicholas 
Baoon, and nephew of Lord Buiighley. He was educated at Trinity 
College, Cambridge, and when only sixteen was sent abroad in the 
suite of Sir Amias Paulet, ambassador to France. On his return he 
studied the law, attained in succession the offices of attorney-general, 
lord keeper, and lord chancellor, and was made a peer, as viscount 
St. Alban's. But this seeming prosperity proved his ruin ; though a 
profound philosopher, and worthy of the highest honour for his 
scientific researches and writings, he was a weak, vain, ostentatious 
man, and involved himself in debts, to relieve which he was said to 
receive bribes Grom suitors in his court ; the charge was believed, 
and, after a brief tenure of office, he was impeached, oondenmed, and 
sentenced to fine and imprisonment, thou^ih it does not appear that 
any of his judgments were reversed as unjust. Bacon descended to 
the most abject supplications to theldn^, and was soon set at liberty, 
his fine also being remitted. He lived m retirement for a few years, 
and then died rather suddenly, April 9, 1626. 

« Thomas Nevil, dean of Canterbury, dispatched by Archbishop 
Whitgift, was one of the earliest of these, and was gratified by the 
king's declaration of his firm intention to maintain the Church in 
the state his predecessors had left it. The Puritans met him on the 
road with what they termed the Millenary Petition, from the thou* 
sand ministers, '* aU grocming as imder a common burden of human 
rites and ceremonies," who were expected to, but did not sign it 
The Universities issued formal replies to its i^egationSi which were 
also discussed at the Hampton Court conferences. 
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England, reaching Berwick April 6, and London May 
7 ; he is crowned, with his queen, at Westminster, July 
25. 

Attempts are made to re-establish the Romish worship 
in Ireland, but they are checked by the deputy (Lord 
Mount] oy). 

A conspiracy to place Arabella Stuart on the throne is 
discovered. Sir Walter Ralegh, the lords Cobham and 
Gh^y, are seized, in July, together with several partisans. 

Many new peers created, as also knights of the Bath, 
and knights bachelor^. 

Sir Walter Ralegh and the other prisoners are re- 
moved early in November to Winchester, and there tried 
and convicted, but three only are executed^. 

A.D. 1604. Conferences held before the king at 
Hampton Court, between the archbishop of Canterbury, 
eight bishops, five deans, and two doctors, and Dr. Rey- 
nolds and three other of the Puritan party, Jan. 14, 15, 
16. Some slight alterations in the Book of Common 
Prayer are agreed on, and a new version of the Holy 
Scriptures ordered. 

Jesuits and seminary priests ordered to quit the realm 
before March 19, by proclamation dated Feb. 22. 

* The knights bachelor alone, according to Stow, amounted to 
** three or four hundred,*' a profusion in uie bestowal of honours, 
which contrasted strangely with the conduct of the deceased queen. 

• Geoige Brooke, Bartholomew Brookesby, Anthony Copley, Sir 
Griffin Markham, and two priests, William Clarke and William Wat- 
son, were convicted, and Sir £dw€u*d Parham acquitted, Nov. 15 ; 
Sir Walter Ralegh was condemned Nov. 17 ; Lord Cobham, Nov. 25 ; 
Lord Orey, Nov. 26. Brooke (brother to Lord Cobham) was beheaded 
Deo. 5 ; Clarke and Watson were hanged Nov. 29 ; Cobham, Grey, 
and Markham were reprieved on the scaffold, Dec. 9. Lord Grey 
died in the Tower in 1616 ; Cobham was, after a long imprisonment, 
released, and died in poverty in 1619 ; Sir Griffin Markham, Copley, 
lod Brookesby were baniahed. 
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Archbishop Whitgift dies, Feb. 29 ; he is succeeded 
(Dec. 10) by Richard Bancroft*, bishop of London. 

The parliament meets March 19, and sits until July?. 
The king addresses a speech to them, in which he re- 
commends the union of England and Scotland ; professes 
himself a member of the Church of England ; and cen- 
sures the doubtful loyalty of the Romanists, and " the 
sect rather than religion of the Puritans and Novellists." 

The first act of the parliament was " a most joyful and 
just recognition of the immediate, lawful, and undoubted 
succession, descent, and right of the crown" [1 Jac. I. 
c. 1 ; commissioners were appointed to treat with the 
Scots for the union of the two countries [c. 2] ; the sta- 
tutes of Elizabeth against Jesuits, seminary priests, and 
recusants in general, were confirmed [c. 4] ; and, to 
correct an abuse that had prevailed in her days, bishops 
were disabled to alienate any of the possessions of their 
sees [c. 3]; tunnage and poundage ^ were granted to 

* He was a Lanoaahire man, bom in 1544. He had been chaplain 
to Whitgift, having gained his notice by his active opposition to the 
Puritans at Camhndge, while he was coll^;e tutor. He preached a 
celebrated sermon at Paul's-croes, in 1589, which gave great offence 
to many of the courtiers, as he truly remarked that the main cause 
of the complaints daily made against the governors of the Chunsh 
was the desire to possess their revenues ; he was, however, &your- 
ably noticed by the queen, was in 1597 made bishop of London, and 
attended her at her death. Bishop Bancroft bore a leading part in 
the Hampton Court conferences, and, shortly after becoming primate, 
he held the Puritanical party in check ; the well-known oaiions of 
1604 were prepared under his direction, and he laboured to re-esta- 
blish episcopacy in Scotland. He died Nov. 2, 1610, and was buried 
at Lambeth. 

7 These, the original of our present customs duties, consisted, 
beside some less important matters, of a duty of 3s. on each tun of 
wine imported, and of Is. in the pound on the value of other goods ; 
aliens generally paid double. The preamble states that these duties 
had been enjoyed, time out of mind, by the king's predecessors, *' by 
authority of parliament, for defence of the realm and keeping and 
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the king [c. 33] ; and as the plague raged at the time 
provision was made for a rate for the support of the in- 
fected [c. 31], who were, not to leave their houses, 
" having any infectious sores uncured/' under the penalty 
of death. Another act [c. 12] declared witchcraft felony 
without benefit of clergy. 

The convocation meets, under the presidency of Ban- 
croft, bishop oi London ; a book of Canons, prepared by 
him, is accepted by the convocation, and assented to by 
the king'. 

A treaty of peace and commerce concluded with the 
king of Spain and the archdukes of Austria, Aug. 18. 
The king binds himself thereby to give no further aid to 
the " Hollanders, or other enemies of the king of Spain 
and the archdukes," and to endeavour to procure a peace 
between them and the restoiation of the cautionary 
towns^. In return, commercial privileges were granted^, 

safeguard of the seas. " They had been granted, in similar terms, 
ever since tiie time of Edward IV., but only for the life of each mo- 
naroh ; Charles I. neglected this constitutional practice, and levied 
them as on his own authority, a step which had the most fatal oon- 
aequenoes. 

■ These canons, 141 in number, are mainly a republication of 
older ones, bat some new ones were introduced, which authorita- 
tively condemn the dogmas of the Puritans ; hence they have been 
represented, though unjustly, as merely designed to augment the 
power of the Church ; they have never received parliamentary sanc- 
tion, and therefore are considered by the courts of common law to be 
obligatory on the clergy only. 

* See p. 298. The king was boimd by treaty not to give up these 
towns to the Spaniards ; but he declared that if the States refused 
to enter into a pacification, he should consider himself at liberty to 
act as he should judge just and honourable regarding them ; mean- 
while his garrisons were forbidden to take any further part in the 
war. 

^ Among these was the liberty of carrying goods from Grermany 
to Spain ; but as it was to be apprehended that the English mer- 
chanta wotUd aUow the use of their names and ships to the Hol- 
landersythis was strictiy forbiddei), as was any connivance of English 
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and ** moderation to be had in the proceedings of the 
Inquisition" against the king's subjects repairing for 
trade to Spain. 

The king is proclaimed "King of Great Britain, 
France, and IrelandV' Oct. 24. 

A.D. 1605. Richard Haydock, a physician, who 
professed to preach in his sleep against certain points of 
Church discipline^, is convicted of imposture, and makes 
a public recantation. 

Several Scottish ministers hold a synod, without li- 
cense, at Aberdeen, July 2, and when questioned by the 
privy council of Scotland, deny the king's supremacy ^ 

THE GUNPOWDER PLOT. 

A plot to blow up the king and the parliament with 
gunpowder is disclosed about the end of October. 

This atrocious scheme of a few fanatical Romanists' 
seems to have originated with Robert Catesby, a gen- 

magistrates, '' upon peril of the king's majesty's indignation, loss of 
their offices, and other more grievous punishments to be inflicted 
at the king's pleasure." The Hollanders regarded themselves as 
abandoned ; and a dislike grew up between the two nations, which 
nasulted in the massacre of Amboyna, and the naval wars of the 
time of the Commonwealth. 

« Up to tiiis period the title of "King of England, Scotland, 
France, and Ireland" had been used. 

** like otiier Puritans he inveighed against the pope, but his dis- 
courses were chiefly in condemnation of the use of the cross in bap- 
tism, and of the newly-enacted canons (see p. 339). The king had 
him brought to court, listened to his declamation, and detectMl the 
cheat. 

. * Six of them were tried and condemned as traitors, but they 
were only banished. 

' Several of them were recent converts. Such was Catesby ; he had 
been engaged in Essex's insurrection, as had some of the otJiers. 
Fawkes nad but recently returned from abroad, and he appears to 
have been a mere soldier of fortune, and the hired servant of the rest, 
who were all gentlemen of property. 
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tleman of Northamptonshire, who had suffered severely 
in the last reign for recusancy, and in revenge had been 
long engaged in endeavouring to bring about an in- 
vasion of England by the Spaniards. He seemed likely 
to succeed in this, an army, to land at Milford-haven, 
and a large sum of money, being promised him, when 
the death of the queen caused an alteration in the policy 
of the Spaniards; they wished to detach King James 
from the cause of the Hollanders, and having suc- 
ceeded in this, they refused to listen longer to the soli* 
citations of Catesby and his associates. There being 
now no prospect of success from foreign princes, Catesby 
ventured to suggest to a few chosen associates, and 
under an oath of secresy, that they should strike a blow 
themselves. This was agreed to, though they had much 
difference as to what it should be ; some proposed to 
seize the king when hunting, and force a toleration from 
him; others urged his assassination; but Catesby was 
not satisfied with either, and he at length induced them 
to attempt the destruction of both king and parliament 
by gunpowder s, madly expecting to receive such aid 
from English Romanists in the Low Countries as would 
enable them to seize the government and re-establish 
Romanism ^. 

f This plot is usually enpoken of as unprecedented in its nature, 
but such is not the case ; Swedish history furnishes two instances of 
gunpowder plots, real or pretended. Christian IT. made such a 
plot Uie pretext for his barMirous executions at Stockholm, in 1620 ; 
and in 1533 the regency of Lubec engaged some Germans to blow up 
Gustavus Vasa, while holding the diet, but the plan was discovered 
on the very eve of its execution. 

^ He reconciled those whose fitnaticism was less fierce than his 
own to this horrible deed, by sa3ring that it would appear like a 
heavenly judgment when even the very building was destroyed 
where laws h»d been passed against their fidth. It seems probable 
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Catesby's coaiidants at first were only Thomas Percy, 
a relative o£ the earl of Northumberland, and one of the 
band of pensioners ; Thomas Winter, a Worcestershire 
gentleman, who had managed the negotiations with Spain ; 
John Wright and Robert Keys, gentlemen, of London ; 
Thomas Bates, a trusty servant of Catesby; and Guy 
Fawkes, an experienced soldier from the Netherlands. 
They proposed to effect their horrible purpose when the 
parliament met in February,1605; and, accordingly, Percy 
hired a house close adjoining, where, in December, 1604, 
they shut themselves in, with twenty days* store of pro- 
visions, and laboured until Christmas in digging through 
the wall, Fawkes, on whose vigilance, as the only ex- 
perienced military man among them, they greatly re- 
lied, keeping watch. They resumed their labours after 
Christmas, but, finding themselves unequal to the task, 
they associated Christopher Wright and Robert Winter 
with them, the whole taking an oath of secresy, and 
promising not to desist from their purpose, at the hands 
of Henry Garnett, John Gerrard, and Oswald Tesmond, 
Jesuits, who, indeed, are charged with being the ori- 
ginators of the design ; but this has not been satis- 
factorily proved^. 

that it was Intended to warn members of their own creed not to at- 
tend the house at its opening, in ambiguous terms, as was done to 
lord Monteagle, and perhaps to others ; it is certain that the earl of 
Northumbenand absented himself from the parliament, as did the 
lords Montague, Mordaunt, and Stourton, for which they were all 
prosecuted in the Starohamber. 

^ It seems quite certain, however, that they were cordial partici- 
pators in it. Garnett long maintained that he knew nothing of the 
conspiracy ; then he said he had knowledge of it only under the seal 
of confession ; but he allowed that he held it lawful to equivocate 
rather than confess anjrthing to his own injury. As a natural oonae- 
quence his denials were disbelieved, and he. was tried, condemned, 
and executed ; Tesmond and Gerrard escaped to the continent. 
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The conspirators found the foundation wall three 
yards thick ; but when they had worked half through 
it they were enabled to hire the adjoining cellar, 
which ran under the parliament- house, and in this they 
speedily placed twenty barrels of powder, which had 
been stored in Percy's house, and afterwards ten more, 
which they covered with billets and fagots, adding, 
from time to time, more powder, together with iron 
bars and stones. Meanwhile the meeting of the par- 
liament was postponed, and Catesby, who had hitherto 
borne the chief part of the expenses, found his funds 
exhausted; he obtained permission from the rest to 
divulge their scheme to such as he thought willing to 
help them, and, in consequence, they were soon joined 
by John Grant, of Warwickshire, Ambrose Rookwood, 
of Suffolk, and Francis Tresham, of Northamptonshire, 
who gave money and their personal service in conveying 
the gunpowder into the vault, and promised to provide 
arms and horses for a rising as soon as the plot had 
taken efiect. Some months later the scheme was di- 
vulged to Sir Everard Digby, of Gothirst, in Bucking- 
hamshire, and he joined in it, engaging to make an 
assembly near Dunchurch, in Warwickshire, under pre- 
tence of a hunting match, but, in reality, to carry off 
the princess Elizabeth, who resided at the house of 
lord Harrington, in that neighbourhood, and whom the 
conspirators intended to proclaim queen, if Percy should 
not succeed in seizing the duke of York^ (afterwards 
Charles I.) on the day of the explosion. 

* fiis elder brother, Henry, it was expected would accompany 
the king and be destroyed with him. 
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As the time finally appointed for the meeting of the 
parliament drew near, Cateshy and the rest prepared to 
leave London, entrusting the task of firing the train to 
Guy Fawkes, who had assumed the name of Johnson, 
and professed to he Percy's servant left in charge of his 
master's house. Their plot had heen carried on, as 
they imagined, with profound secresy ; hut there seems 
little douht that the secretary (Cecil) had long had a 
sufficiently accurate idea of their design. Both the 
French and the Spanish governments had apprized him 
that some desperate enterprise was in meditation among 
the Romish refugees in Flanders ; a visit which Fawkes 
had made to them in the preceding summer had not 
escaped his notice, hut he allowed them to remain un- 
molested until Octoher 26, when an anonymous letter 
was delivered to Lord Monteagle, (William Parker, 
brother-in-law of Tresham,) urging him to absent him- 
self from the meeting of parliament, and was by him 
submitted to the council. The matter was still sufiFered 
to stand over for awhile, until the king returned from 
a hunting excursion, when the letter was laid before 
him, (Nov. 1,) and he professed to discover the full 
meaning of its enigmatical warning J. At length, early 
in the morning of November 5, Fawkes was seized in 
the vault, carried before the council, examined, and 
committed to the Tower. His associates at once fled to 



J The passage said to have suggested the idea of gunpowder was, 
'* Though Uiere be no appearance of any stir, yet I say they shall 
receive a terrible blow this parliament, and yet they shall not see 
who hurts them.'* It seems probable that the letter was written 
by Tresham, who repented of nis participation in the plot ; he was 
apprehended soon after its failure, and died in the Tower before he 
oould be brought to trial 
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Danchurch, taking some few friends and their servants 
with them, to the number of about forty horse. They 
found there a well-armed party assembled, but all but 
three of them declined to cast in their fortunes with 
those of the baffled conspirators. The sheriffs of War- 
wick and Worcester arrayed the power of their counties, 
and Catesby and his party retired in haste to Holbeach 
house, in Worcestershire, the residence of Stephen Lyt- 
telton, (one who had joined them,) where they had re- 
solved to maintain themselves, in the hope of an insur^ 
rectipn of the neighbouring Romanists in their favour. 
No one stirred however ; their powder blew up, despe- 
rately wounding Grant, Keys, and Rookwood ; and when 
the sheriff (Sir Richard Walsh) approached, (Nov. 8,) 
Catesby, Percy, and the two Wrights, purposely ex- 
posed themselves to their assailants, and were shot dead. 
Thomas Winter, Bates, and the wounded men, were 
made prisoners ; Sir Everard Digby cut his way through, 
but was soon after captured, as were Robert Winter 
and Stephen Lyttelton, a few days after. 



A.D. 1606. The parliament meets Jan. 21, and sits 
till May 27. 

The king, in his opening speech, declared that he did 
not impute the guilt of the gunpowder plot to any but 
the actual perpetrators. His parliament, however, passed 
acts in consequence, which greatly added to the burden 
of the penal laws affecting the whole body of Romish 
recusants. Beside the statutes 3 Jac. I. c. 1, which 
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appointed an annaal thanksgiving on the 5 th of No- 
vember, and c. 2, which attainted " divers offenders 
in the late most barbarous, monstrous, detestable, and 
damnable treasons^/' it passed " an act for the better dis- 
covering and repressing of popish recusants/' [c. 4,] by 
which such of them as conformed were required to take 
the sacrament once a year at least ; their absence from 
church was punishable by heavy fines, and two-thirds of 
their lands might be taken instead; an oath of alle- 
giance, renouncing the pope's authority in the most 
offensive terms ^, was imposed; it was a prsemunire to 
refuse it ; to go into the service of any foreign prince 
without having taken it was felony, and the same 
penalty attached to persons, professedly Protestant, 
going abroad and declining or avoiding a bond, in £20 
at least, not to be reconciled to the Romish Church; 
persons harbouring recusants, (except parents or wards,) 
or keeping servants who did not attend church, were to 
forfeit £10 per month, and houses might be broken 
open in search of offenders. Another statute [c. 5] ba- 
nished all recusants from court, London tradesmen and 



^ It attaints by name not only tlie eififht who liad been executed, 
and the four killed at Uolbeach House, out also Tresham, who died 
before trial, and Hugh Owen, who had not been taken ; he was an 
officer in the archduke*s service in Flanders, and had been mani- 
festly in league with the rest, but the archduke refused to give 
him up. 

1 " And I do further swear that I do from my heart abhor, detest, 
and abjure, as impious and heretical, this damnable doctrine and 
position, that princes which be excommilnicate or deprived by the 
pope, may be deposed or murdered by their subjects or any other 
whosoever." This oath gave rise to a schism among the Ro- 
manists, some taking the oath, others refusing it ; the matter was 
also a subject of controversy between King James and Cardinal 
Bellarmine. 
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bond fide residents excepted ; persons convicted of re- 
cusancy were disabled to hold any public ofiScCf be 
executors or guardians, or practise any of the liberal 
professions ; their widows forfeited two-thirds of their 
dower ; marriage, christening, or bunal, otherwise than 
according to the order of the Church of England, was 
forbidden under heavy penalties, as was sending children 
abroad for education without license ; their service-books, 
and missals, and relics, were to be destroyed ; their arms 
were to be taken out of their hands, but kept in repair 
at their expense ; and lastly, they were left to the pro- 
cess of the High Commission Court, as persons excom- 
municate, notwithstanding any penalties that they might 
suffer from this act. 

The gunpowder conspirators are tried before a special 
commission, at the head of which is the earl of Notting- 
ham, (Charles Howard,) Jan. 27. Sir Everard Digby 
pleads guilty ; Bates, Fawkes, Grant, Keys, Rookwood, 
and the two Winters, plead not guilty, ** to the admira- 
tion of all the hearers," says Stow ; Sir Everard Digby, 
Robert "Winter, Grant, and Bates, are executed Jan. 30, 
in St. PauFs Church-yard ; Thomas Winter, Rookwood, 
Keys, and Fawkes, at Westminster, Jan. 3 1 . 

Henry Gamett", the Jesuit, is tried as an accomplice 
in the gunpowder-plot, and found guilty, March 28 ; he 
is executed Mav 3. 



"« In the indictment against him he is described as '* Henry Gar- 
nett, late of London, derk^ a Jesuit, otherwise Henry Whalley, 
otherwise Henry l>arcye, otherwise Henry Roberts, otherwise 
Henry Fermour, otherwise Henry Philips ;" the other Jesuits 
are aescribed as Oswald Tesmond, otherwise Oswald Greneway, 
otherwise Oswald Fermour; and John Gerrard, otherwise John 
Brooke. 
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A national flag for Great 
Britain anuouDced by royal 
proclamation '^s April 12. 

Episcopacy restored in 
Scotland, by act of par- 
liament there; the Gene- 
ral Assembly acknowledge 
the bishops as moderators 
in their synods, and the 
king confers on them like 
powers with the Ek^clesi- 
astical Commissioners in 
England. Severe laws are passed in the Scottish par- 
liament against the Romanists. 

The earls of Tyrone (Hugh O'Neal), T3rrconnel(Roderic 
O'Donnell), and several of their followers, escape from 
Ireland, and join the Spaniards in the Low Countries®. 

The parliament meets Nov. 18, and sits until July 4, 
1607. 

▲.D. 1607. The king recommends the union of Eng- 
land and Scotland to the English parliament, but the pro- 
position is received with coldness, and the matter is drop- 
ped. One act, however, is passed, [4 Jac. I. c. 1 ,] by 
which various acts hostile to Scotland are repealed p. 

'" This, as will be seen from the engraying, is a oombination of the 
cross of St. Qeoi^i^e and the saltire of St. Andrew ^ the Ealtire of 
St Patrick was added on the union of Great Britain and Ireland, 
Jan. 1, 1801. 

o They apprehended that the king had a dea^ to extinguish 
Romanism m Ireland, and had projected a rising against the 
government, but were discovered before their plans were ripe ; tiie 
vast forfeitures of their lands gave occasion to the new plantations in 
Ulster, a few years later. 

p Thev extended from the 7th of JRiohard II. (1388) to the time of 
Elizabeth. ^ ^ 
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Drunkenness made punishable by a fine of 5s., or six 
hours in the stocks, [c. 5.] 

Great numbers of people assemble in Northampton- 
shire and other midland counties 4, in May, and throw 
down inclosures; they are headed by one John Rey- 
nolds, who takes the name of Captain Pouch, and are 
not suppressed without difficulty. 

The first permanent settlement of the English in 
North America ; James Town, in Virginia, founded '. 

A.D. 1608. O'Dogherty, an Irish chieftain in Ulster, 
rises in arms, kills Paulet, the governor of Derry, and 
defeats several parties sent against him; he is himself 
killed in battle in August; when nearly the whole of 
Ulster is escheated to the crown, and measures are re- 
solved on for its colonization by British settlers. 

A.D. 1609. A twelve years' truce concluded between 
the Spaniards and the Hollanders, by the mediation of 
the king% March 29. 

'^ lATge estates belonging to Tresham and others of the gun- 
powder plot traitors, in these parts, had been granted to Uie royal 
faTOurites, who sought to increase them by seizing adjoining common 
lands ; . this robbery provoked the neighbouring gentry, and they 
declined to act against the insurgents, who were only put down by 
a regular military force. 

' This was by virtue of a royal charter to a body of merchants 
called the London Company ; the colony attempted by Kal^h had 
fitiled sevenJ years before. See p. 299. 

■ This event had some unexpected consequences. Many of the 
seamen, hoih English and Dutch, who had heretofore preyed on the 
Spaniards, retir^ to the West Indies, where they became well 
known as the Buccaneers ; while some joined the Algerines and the 
other Barbary states, turned renegades, and induced their new com- 
panions to extend their ravages, hitherto confined to the Medi- 
terranean, to the British C!hannel. An attempt made to chastise 
them in the year 1620-21 was unsuccessful, and their continued de- 
predations gave occasion to the first levy of ship-money in 1635. 

litbgow, a Scotchman, who visited Barbary in 1615, thus men- 
tions the English ren^ades : — " Here in Tunis I met with our Eng- 
lidi captain, general Waird, once a great pirate and commander at 
sea, who, in spite of his denied aoceptanoe in England, had tamed 
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The charter of the East India company renewed for 
an unlimited period ". 

A.D. 1610. The parliament meets Feb. 9, and sits 
till July 23. 

Naturalized persons directed to take the sacrament as 
well as the oaths of allegiance and supremacy, [7 Jac« I. 
o. 2.] 

A charter granted for the colonization of Newfound- 
land, May 2. 

The king's eldest son is created prince of Wales, 
May 30 ; to meet the expense a feuded aid is levied on 
the people^. 

Dr. CowelFs book^is censured by the commons, and 
Steps taken to bring him to punishment, which is frus- 
trated by the king proroguing and afterwards dissolving 
the parliament. 

Three prelates are consecrated for Scottish sees, at 
Lambeth, Oct. 21. They were John Spottiswood, 
Gawin Hamilton, and Andrew Lambe, appointed to 
Glasgow, Galloway, and Brechin. 

The parliament re-assembles October 16, and sits till 
Dec. 6. 

Archbishop Bancroft dies, Nov. 2. 

Turk, and built there a feiir palace, beautified with rich marble Kkid 
alabaster stones ; with whom I found domestic some fifteen circum- 
cised English runagates, whose lives and oountenanoes were both 
alike, even as desperate as disdainfiiL Yet old Waird, the master, 
^as placable, and joined me safely with a passing land conduct to 
Aimers ; yea, and divers times in my ten days* stayins^ there, I dined 
and supped with him, but lay aboard in the French uip/' 

■ It would otherwise have expired Dec. 81, 1615. 

* See vol. i p. 178. Its amount was £21,800, whiuh was very 
un^llingly paid, and the minister Cecil took the opportunity to 
negotiate with the commons for the redemption of all similar feudal 
burdens, but could not effect his object. 

« *' The Interpreter." See p. 881. 



Wadham College, Oxford, founded. 
AD. 1611. The parliameot is die- 
solved, Feb. 9. ' 

A new tranBlatloD of the Bible (the i 
present authorized veruoa) completed. 

George Abbot', bishop of London, 
is translated to Canterbury, April. 

The Britieh plantation or colonizaUon •'*••'■•" 
of Ulster is commenced ; the plan laid down" 
imperfectly carried out. 



emineDt as a. prench&T, was made master of University Colle^, az 

thrice held the offiiie of vicechajjcelJor. He nas ono of the tnns- 
luXon of the ItibLfl, And, though a docljiiLal Calvimst^ lAboured, under 
the direcljon of King James, to re-establish episcopacy in Scotlajid. 
UiB eervices oere lewarded with the sees of Lichfield, London, and 
Canterbury, bestowed ia quick succeBeion, but bis primacy especially 
had on unfortunate effect, as he gave free acope to the puntanioi 
gpiiit which his immadiale predeoesBorB (Whitgift and Banorofl) hiul 
kept within bounds et the aazne time that he rendered the Churoh 
unpopular wiUi majiy, by pushing the proceedings of the High Com- 
mission Court to a degree of aflrerity that they had not before 
reached, and which was usually ascribed to his morose temper. In 
1621 he had the miatbrtune to kill a man aooidentally, and though 
he aurriTed this eyeut many years, hia infiuenoe was extinct, Seve- 
rsl bishopB elect declined to receive ordination at hia bands, jLaud 
was one,) he was fonnally suspended from otGce, under the plea of 
ill-beslth, but, ia reality, from his oppoaition to the doctrine of ab- 
solute power, whieh some of the clergy begnn to preach, and at last 
he died, worn out with inhrmitiea, Aug. 1, 1683, and was buried at 
bis native place. His brother, Bobert, became bishop of Salisbury, 
and died In 1617. 

- The lands were to be divided into lota of 1,ODO, 1,500, and 
2,000 acrea; buildings in proportion were to be erected on each, and 
none but Britiah settlers admitted. Much of the land, however, 
was not taken possession of by the " uadertakere." as they were 
styled, hut was aUowed to remain in the hands of the natives ; on 
the otber hand, some paxtJes fraudulently obtained ten timej< as 
much land as they paid for, and the towns that they were bound to 
build were never erected. The citizens ol London received a vast 
allotment, but did not fiilfll all the legal conditions, fur which they 
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Tk« Baromcu* Badft. 



The order of Baronets established^ ; the first patent, 
to Nicholas Bacon, is dated May 22. 

Sir Thomas Sherley, an English 
adventurer, arrives in England, as 
ambassador from the shah of Persia ; 
he is very honourably received, and 
concludes a commercial treaty. 

The king's cousin, Arabella Stuart, 
is committed to the Tower for con- 
tracting marriage without the royal 
license y, June 5. 

The English merchants are allowed to establish a fac« 
tory at Surat ; they are attacked by the Portuguese, 
but beat them off. In the following year they extend 
their trade to Java and Sumatra. 

A.D. 1612. Bartholomew Legate, an Arian, is burnt 
in Smithfield, March 18 ; as is another heretic, Edmund 
Wightman, at Lichfield, April 11. 

The minister Cecil dies, May 24 ; he is succeeded in 
power by Robert Carr, viscount Rochester. 

Prince Henry dies, Nov. 6; he is buried at "West- 
minster, Dec. 7. 



■ Its aTowed intention was to provide a fund for the defence of 
the Eboglish settlement in Ulster, each knight or esquire who reodyed 
it engaging to support thirty foot-soldiers for two years ; but this, as 
well as the original limitation of number to two hundred, was soon 
abandoned. Baronets of Ireland were established in 1619, and bsuxH 
nets of Nova Scotia in 1625. 

y She married William Seymour, the grandson of Edward, eari of 
Hertford, whose unhappy marriage with lady Katherine Grey has 
been already noticed, (see p. 262.) ArabeUa died in confinement ; 
Seymour escaped to the continent, and returning after many years 
of exile, took part in the civil war, and eventually became duke of 
Somerset. 
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A.D. 1613. The princess Elizabeth is married to the 
Elector Palatine % Feb. 14. 

A.D. 1614. The parliament meets April 5, and is 
dissolved June 7, without passing a single act*. 

Both houses of parliament take the sacrament for the 
discovery of concealed Romanists, but none refuse, 
April 7. 

A large sum of money is raised by a benevolence^. 
A.D. 1615. Sir Thomas Roe sent on an embassy 
to the Great Mogul, Jan. 

The lady Arabella Stuart dies in the Tower*', Sept. 27 
A.D. 1616. Sir Walter Ralegh is released from the 
Tower, March 20 **. 

The earl and countess of Somerset are tried before 



■ A feudal aid was levied on this occasion also, which was con- 
formable to the practice of earlier kings, but this could not recon- 
cile ^e people to it ; it produced but £20,500, while the expenses 
were above £50,000, exclusive of the marriage portion, which was 
£40,000 more. 

* It was in consequence nicknamed the '^ addled parliament." 
They complained of interference by the court in elections, decUned 
to grant any supplies until various grievances were redressed, ques- 
tioned the king's right to levy arbitrary impositions and grant 
monopolies, and clamoured loudly a^nst Williams, bishop of 
Hncoln, who was said to have justified the exactions, and to nave 
charged the commons with disloyalty. 1'hey were dismissed in 
anger by the king, and several of their members imprisoned. 

* A gentleman (Oliver St. John) was fined £5,000 in the Star- 
chamber for condemning such a mode of raising money as contrary 
to law, reason, and religion. Coke, the chief justice, expressed the 
same opinion, and this was one cause of his subsequent disgrace. 

e She had lost her reason through the severity of her confine- 
ment, and her unhappy fate is a deep blemish on the memory of 
James. 

* He sailed in March, 1617, on an expedition to Guiana, which 
miscarried, and soon after his return he was, on the complaint of 
Gondomar, the Spanish ambassador, whose brother had been killed 
in resisting the adventurers, committed to the Tower. 

▲ a 
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their peers, and convicted of procuring the murder of 
Sir Thomas Overbury, May 24, 25®. 

Brill and the other cautionary towns are delivei^d np 
to the Hollanders', May 27. 

Coke, the chief justice, is deprived of his office, Nov.^ 
A.D. 1617. Sir Francis Bacon is made lord keeper^, 
March 7. 

The king visits Scotland, and re-establishes the bishops 
there in their former rightful supremacy. 

The archbishop of Spalatro, (Mark Antony de Domi* 
nis, a Jesuit,) conforms to the English Church^. 

A.D. 1618. The king publishes a proclamation, 
allowing of various sports on Sundays after the hours of 
divine service^. May 24. 

The Articles of Perth are agreed to by the General 
Assembly^, Aug, 25. 

* Overbury was a courtier of bad character, who attached himself 
to the rising fortunes of the favourite, but offended him by ea- 
deavouring to dissuade him from marrying the divorced countess of 
Essex. To get rid of him, he was ordered to proceed on a foreign 
embassy, was committed to the Tower for refusing, and died there 
after a six months' rigorous confinement, Sept. 15, L613. Weston, a 
warder of the Tower, and other agents, were executed for poisoniog 
him, but the earl and countess mcaped condign punishment. 

' They paid a considerable sum in ready money to the king, but it 
was less than one-third of what had been lent them by Elizabeth. 

s He had been remarkable for his servility to the court ; on his 
disgrace, which he mainly owed to his overbearing conduct on the 
bench, he joined the popular party, and became a vehement de- 
nouncer of the prerogative. 

** He was made lord chancellor the next year. 

* He was made dean of Windsor, May 13, 1618, but returned to 
the Roman communion in 1622 ; he died in Italy in the following 
year, when lus body was burnt by the Inquisition. 

) 'ihis was commonly known as the ''Book of Sports;" it was 
very offensive to the Puritans, and Archbishop Abbot would not 
allow it to be read in churches, as directed ; James suffered the 
matter to drop, but his successor revived it. 

^ They had been proposed when the king was in Scotland, and re- 
jected, and were now, as the Presbyterians allied, carried by 
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The Protestants in Bohemia offer the crown to the 
Elector Palatine^ (the son-in-law of the king). His 
cause is warmly espoused by the English, but the king 
declines to assist him. 

Sir Walter Ralegh is beheaded, on his former sen- 
tence, Oct. 291 

The synod of Dort held, in which English divines are 
presentna. 

A.D. 1610. The trade of the English and the 

Dutch in the East India Islands regulated by treaty '^^ 

July 7. 

A.D. 1620. The parliament meets Jan. 30. , 

Many preachers in Scotland inveigh against episcopal 

government ; they are deprived of their cures, but soon 

restored. 

The king orders Romish recusants to be released 

from prison®. 

corrupt influences. The articles were five in number ; they ordered 
the Lord's supper to be received kneeling ; allowed of private bap- 
tism^ the communion of the sick, and confirmation ; and directed 
Christmas and the other holy seasons to be observed as in England. 

^ See p. 337. This, after so many years' respite, was unaues- 
tionably cruel, and his death was very displeasing to the people in 
general, as he was considered as sacrificed to forward the alliance 
with Spain ; they preferred war with that power, as ultimately 
came to pass. 

"■ The extreme Calvinistic doctrines prevailed here, and the 
Arminians were condemned without a hearing. The English divines 
were Carleton, bishop of Llandaff ; Davenant and Hall, afterwards 
bishops of Salisbury and Exeter ; Ward, master of Sydney-Sussex 
College, Cambridge ; and Bancanqual, a Scottish episcopalian. 

■ The conditions of this treaty were badly observed on both sides. 
In February, 1623, the iJutch tortured to death several of the Eng- 
lish factors in Amboyna, under pretence of their having intrigued 
with the natives ; reparation for this barbarous act was not obtained 
until the time of the Commonwealth. 

• The reason assigned was, that Protestants m^ht thereby re- 
ceive better treatment in foreign countries, but in England the 
measure was looked on only as intended to conciliate the Spaniards, 
with whom the king was anxious to form an alliance. 
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A fleet is sent against the Barbary piratesP, in Octo- 
ber, but effects nothing of consequence. 

Great numbers of volunteers quit England to support 
the Elector Palatine. He is, however, defeated by the 
Austrians at Prague, Nov. 7, and loses his hereditary 
dominions. 

The king issues a proclamation (Dec. 23) prohibiting 
talking of state affairs. 

The Puritans make a settlement in North America, 
styling the district New England. 

A.D. 1621. The parliament meets Jan. 30, and sits 
till Juift 4. 

The commons proceed with severity against numerous 
offenders. One member (Shepherd) is expelled for re- 
flecting on the Puritans ; Floyd, a Romish barrister, and 
a prisoner in the Fleet, is condemned to heavy punish- 
ment for indecorous language regarding the Elector Pala- 
tine and his wife^ ; Lord Chancellor Bacon is impeached, 
and several monopolists and patentees prosecuted'. 

The great seal is bestowed on John Williams, dean of 
Salisbury and Westminster*, July 10. 

' An attack was made on Algiers in May, 1621^ and two or three 
vessels burnt, but the rovers (among whom were many renegades — 
see p. 349) captui'ed above thirty English ships in the same year, 
and they nrst received effectual chastisement from Blake, more than 
thirty years after. 

« He had rejoiced over the ill-success of " goodman Palgrave and 
goody Palgrave." The king, however, refused to allowthe house to 
punish him, angrily enquiring, " Are they a court of judicature V* 
an had him prosecuted in the Starchamber. 

' Sir Giles Mompesson and Sir Francis Mitchell, two flagrant 
offenders, who had obtained, and abused, exclusive powers for 
licensing alehouses and inspecting inns, and manufacturing gold and 
silver thread, were degraded from knighthood, fined, imprisoned, 
and eventually banished. 

■ He was bom in 1582 at Aberconway, and was educated at St. 
John's College, Cambridge. Whilst ph)ctor of the University he at- 
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The earl of Northumberland is released from the 
Tower, July 18. 

The archbishop of Canterbury (George Abbot) acci- 
dentally kills a gamekeeper, in Lord Zouch's park, at 
Bramzill, July 24*. 

The parliament re-assembles Nov. 20, and sits till 
Dec. 19. 

They grant no supplies, but instead, draw up a peti- 
tion to the king, praying that the laws against the Ro- 
manists may be enforced, that he will make war upon 
Spain in support of the Elector Palatine, and marry his 
son Charles to a Protestant princess^. 

The king censures their petition as the work of " fiery, 
popular, and turbulent spirits ;** they reply by a protest- 
ation, in which they claim the right of discussing all sub- 
jects *' in such order as they think proper," and main- 
tain that their members are responsible to the House 
only for their conduct. The king sends for the journal, 

tracted the attention of George, duke of Wurtember^, and was by 
him recommended to the king. He shewed a great aptitude for secu- 
lar business, became a favourite of King James, an^ in consequence 
received from him the great seal. From this office he was driven 
in 1625 by the enmity of Buckingham, to whom he was not suffi- 
ciently subservient, opposed himself to the proceedings of Archbishop 
Laud, was, on light grounds, very harshly treated, and suffered a long 
imprisonment in the Tower. He was released by the Long Parlia- 
ment, and, in Dec. 1641, was translated to York, but in the same 
month was again imprisoned on account of the bishops' protestation, 
which he had drawn up. When the civil war commenced he with- 
drew to Aberconway Castle, which he fortified, and held for a time 
for the king, but he ultimately made his peace with the parliament, 
and, dying at Glothaeth, in Caernarvonshire, March 25, 1650, he 
was buried at Llandegay, near Bangor. 

* He obtained the king's pardon, Nov. 22, but many candidates for 
the ministry refused to receive ordination from ''hands polluted 
by blood," and he was virtually suspended from his function. 

■ A treaty had been already cor eluded (April 27, 1620) for his 
marriage with the Infanta Maria of Spain ; and a toleration of Ro- 
manism was one of its provisions. 



3r>8 THE STUARTS. 



tears out the protest with his own hand, and adjourns 
the Houses, Dec. 19. 

A.D. 1622. The parliament is dissolved, Feb. 8. 
Sir Edward Coke and Mr. Pym are imprisoned, and 
Sir Dudley Digges, and other obnoxioas members of the 
late parliament, forced to repair to Ireland against their 
will, under pretence of the king's servicex. 
A Romish university founded in Dublin 7. 

A.D. 1623. The treaty for the Spanish marriage is 
all but concluded by the earl of Bristol (John Digby), 
when Prince Charles and Buckingham arrive in Madrid', 
March 7. The negotiations are opened afresh, but at 
length a public and a private treaty* are agreed to, which 
King James swears to observe, July 20. 

The prince and Buckingham return to England, ar- 
riving Oct. 5. 

The marriage treaty is broken off, and the earl of 
Bristol recalled to England^, December. 

A.D. 1624. The parliament meets Feb. 19, and sits 

> They were commissioQed to inquire, among other things, into 
abuses said to have been committed in the recent plantation of 
Ulster. 

y It was allowed to exist for about ten years, but was then closed 
by the lord-deputy, and the building granted to Trinity College, 
Dublin. 

I They left England in disguise, Feb. 18, and travelled with but 
three attendants, taking the names of James and Thomas Smith ; 
the journey is thought to have been suggested by Gondomar, the 
Spanish ambassador. 

• The pubUc treaty only conceded freedom of worship to the In- 
fanta and her household ; the private treaty engaged the king to 
procure, if possible, the repeal of the penal statutes, and if not, to 
suspend their execution. 

•• The rupture of the treaty was generally ascribed to Bucking* 
ham, and he in consequence became popular for a while ; but the 
earl of Bristol eventually exposed the course of his proceedings in 
Spain, and made it evident that he had consulted his own pride and 
anger, rather than the honour of his master. 
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till May 29. The king endeavours to prevent the earl 
of Bristol appearing in his place, but on the remon- 
strance of the Peers he gives way. The earl then 
charges Buckingham with causing the rupture with 
Spain. Buckingham explains his conduct to the ex- 
pressed satisfaction of the parliament. 

Monopolies declared contrary to law, and all such 
grants void '^ [21 Jac. I. c. 3.] 

War is declared against Spain, March 10. 

The earl of Middlesex (Lionel Cranfeild), lord trea- 
surer, is impeached by the Commons, at the instigation 
of Buckingham, April. He is convicted of bribery and 
neglect of duty by the Peers, May 13, is fined £50,000, 
and declared incapable of sitting in parliament'^. 

The lord keeper (John Williams, bishop of Lincoln) 
is also complained of by Buckingham, but the Commons 
decline to impeach him. 

A complaint of false doctrine is made to the Commons 
against Dr. Richard Montague, one of the king's chap- 
lains®. 

" Patents of inyention, giving a monopoly for not more than 14 
years, were excepted. 

•* He was sent to the Tower the next day, and formally deprived 
of office May 16. Cranfeild was originally a merchant of London, and 
had been brought forward by Buckingham, but had offended him by 
hesitating to sanction his lavish expenditure in the Spanish journey. 
He defended himself with spirit on his trial, and is believed to have 
been unjustly condemned. His fine was reduced to £20,000 ; he was 
soon released from prison, and lived in retirement until his death, 
which occurred in the year 1645. 

• In a tract e^ainst the Romanists, entitled, ''A Gag for the New 
Gospel," he had denied that the Calvinistic tenets were agreeable to 
the faith of the Church of England. This gave great offence to the 
Puritan party ; he was summoned before the House, and condemned 
to silence by the archbishop of Canterbury (Abbot), to whom they 
remitted the csiuse. He, however, appealed to the king, and he was 
saved from any present consequences by the dissolution of the par- 
liament, which soon occurred^ but his prosecution was revived in the 
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Count MaDEfeldt is allowed to raise 12,000 men in 
England for Ibe service of the Elector 
I'alatifle. They are ha^^Iy embarked 
in CTOffded ships, and lose nearly half 
their number from sickness'. 

A marriage treaty for the prince of 
Wales is concladed with France, 
'Nov. 12. 

Pembroke College, Oxford, founded. 

A.D. 1625. The king dies of an egoe at Theoboldi, 
March 27, aod is buried at Westminster. 

next r«^, hia " Appello Ceflarem'^ being in its very nnture giiflr- 
oiiH to thii iiftrliBmont, which already aimed at supremacy. 

UodIaru naa bom iu lb78, and was educated at Cambridge, In 
Bpite cf tbe anger of the par-liaioeiit, ba was iu 1628 made biatiop of 
Chioheater (one William Jones, a London tradestnan^Jiublicly ob- 



Chicheater (one William Jones, a London tradeetnan, 
iacting to the elecUon, but without eSect), and in 161 
lated to Norwich. Ha died April 13, 1641. 

id plunged into a war in hia 



Thij aalamitoua ereut made a areat impresaiDn on the king, 
' ■tarly lamented having yielded to the persuaaon of eril of 
andplung^^ ' ' . » - . » 



CHARLES I. 

Charles, the Bccond son of James VI, of Scotland 
BBd Anne of Denmark, was bom at Dumferroline, Nov. 
19, 1600, was brought to England Hhorlly after his fa- 
ther's accession to the throne, and was, while yet very 
yonng, created duke of York and knight of the Garter; 
on the death of his brother Henry, in 1612, he became 
prince of Wales. In 1623 he engaged in a journey to 
Spain, in company with the marquis of Buckingham, in 
order to conclude a marriage that had long been pending 
with the Infanta Maria, the daughter of Philip IV., but 
the project failed, and shortly after his return he sue* 
ceeded to the throne by the death of his father, March 
27, 1625; he was crowned Feb. 2, 1626. 

The first great unhappiness of Charles's reign was the 
evil influence of his favourite Buckingham. Tiie young 
king bad imbibed principles of arbitrary power, which 
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made him regard parliaments only as instruments of tax- 
ation, and hence his indignation was extreme when hia 
first parliament brought charges of the gravest nature 
against the favourite, and declined to vote taxes, al- 
though the nation was at war with Spain, until these 
and other matters of grievance were redressed. By 
Buckingham's advice they were speedily dismissed, as 
was a second parliament, which pursued a like course, 
and the fatal step was taken of attempting to govern 
without one. Clergymen were found to enlarge on the 
doctrine of passive obedience, and to declare in express 
terms that the king had an absolute right to such part 
of his subjects' property as he chose to take*; judges 
perverted the law in the same spirit ; tunnage and pound- 
age were exacted, although they had only been granted 
for the late king's life ; forced loans were raised, those 
who refused to pay being imprisoned, or made to serve 
as soldiers or sailors ; martial law also was proclaimed, 
as if for the purpose of intimidation, and a project enter- 
tained of hiring a body of German horse. In the midst 
of these difficulties a war was entered on with France, 
which was generally ascribed to some personal resent- 
ments of Buckingham, and In which he discharged the 

* Dr. Sibthorp preached a sermon of this nature, (** Apostolical 
Obedience,") at Northampton, Feb. 22, 1627, from Rom. xiii. 7, 
** Render therefore to all their dues ;" and Dr. Roger McuDiwaring, 
preaching before the king at Whitehall, maintained that "those 
who refused to pay the- loan offended against the law of God, and 
the king's supreme authority, and became guilty of impiety, dis- 
loyalty, and rebellion ;" he also affirmed that the authority of par- 
liament was not necessary for the raising of aids and subsidies, and 
^hat the slow proceedings of such assemblies were prejudicial to the 
just designs of princes. His sermons were published under the title, 
" Religion and Allegiance ;** but they occasioned so much diacon- 
tent that the king was obliged to suppress them by proclamation. 



office of general in a way calculated to expose the nation 
to eontempt. 

The expensea of the war obliged the Iting to call a 
third parliament in 1628 ; their temper was in no man- 
ner changed, and, after a eharp struggle, they extorted 
the famous Petition of Right, in which the exactiona and 
violences of former years were dislinctly condemned ; 
but the royal assent was given with such evident marks 
of reluctance, that a doubt of the king's sincerity was 
reasonably entertained. Shortly after Buckingham was 
aBsassinated by a man who gave as his reason the com- 
plaints of the parliament against him. Charles was thus 
more prejudiced than ever against parliaments, and he 
found two fitting instruments to his design uf absolute 
monarchy in Bishop Laud'' and Sir Thomas Went- 

* William lAud, tli9 »on of n Berltshira olotliier, waa bom at 
BeadiDg, Oct. 7, 1S73, and was educated at 
theft'ee.Mhooloftliattown. Heaftei-wardH 
want to St, John's Collega, Oiford, and 

the views of tho Puritans, which draw upon 
him the ceneure of the rice-chancollor, Ab- - 
bot, afterwards arohbishop of Canlerbury. 

Neilo, of Rochester, and was by him intro- 
duced to the court of Jamos I. Uud no- 
oompanied the king into Scotland in 1617, 
waa active in promoting his views ns to tho 
restomtion of episcepacj there, and was 

1621. Tn 1G26 he was transUt«d to Bath ^ 

and WeUs, and two years Uter to I-indon, 

when he became lirtuBlly primato, though 

he did not receive the tJtIe till 18S3, Bis 

andont opponent Abbot having follon into »™. « «,rtMikw l.ij 

disgrace. Liud had ever hnd the cause of 

the Church at heart, and he set himself to work, with more leal and 

sprung up, particularly the systematic disi-egnrd of holy placas and 
■easons m which tho Puritans indulged, which had reduced m.-nj 
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worth®, who had sueceeded to much of Backingham's in* 
fluence, and who soon earned even greater unpopularity* 

chvirches to a condition of ruin, and had in too many places banished 
all decent order from the public service. About the same time, on 
the death of the duke of Buckingham, Laud was called to the king's 
council, and he had thenceforth a much larger share in the direction 
of pubUc affairs than was suitable to his function. According to his 
own statement, this was against his will, yet he entered zealously 
on his new duties, and bore the odium of devising, and assisted to 
execute, many unwarrantable schemes for the improvement of the 
revenue. He no doubt sincerely believed in the divine right of kings, 
and all its consequences of absolute lordship over the person and 
property of the subject ; and finding these questioned, an unhappy 
mfirmity of temper induced him to concur in any means, however ar- 
bitrary or cruel, which seemed likely to crush opposition, and render 
his master ind3pendent of parliaments. These expedients were suc- 
cessful for a while, but at length they utterly failed, and the king 
was compelled to call his last parliament, which met Nov. 3, 1(>40. 
Early in the following year the archbishop was impeached of treason 
by the Commons, and sent to the Tower, where he remained, ex- 
posed to many hardships, until his death. In March, 1643, chai^^es 
were exhibited against him, accusing him of desigpas of overthrowing 
parliaments, and bringing about union with Rome. Prynne, a bur- 
rister, who was his personal enemy, had with malignant industry 
collected all the evidence of these designs that was procurable, seis- 
ing his private papers, and even his Prayer-book, and tampering 
with them to suit the views of his party ; but after all the proon 
were so weak, though repeatedly brought forward, that the House of 
Peers were disinclined to convict him. The Commons, however, were 
resolved on his destruction, and at last, in November, 1644, with a 
degree of illegality and cruelty exceeding anything with which they 
chai^ged him, he was attainted by an ordinance, and, in contempt 
of a pardon which the king had granted him, was beheaded Jan. 
10, 1645, his last words being a solemn denial of the charge of affec< 
tion for Rome. His body was buried in the church of Allhallows 
Barking, near the Tower, but in 1663 was removed to his college at 
Oxford. He had been for several years chancellor of that University, 
to which he gave many valuable MSS., where he also founded tiie 
Greek press, and where many other proofs of his munificent patron- 
age of learning yet remain. 

e He belonged to a wealthy Yorkshire fSaimily, but was bom in 
London in 1593. After an education at Cambridge, and foreign 
travel, he was knighted by James I., and sat in several parlia- 
ments for Yorkshire. He made himself conspicuous by his opposi- 
tion to th6 measures of the court, was on one occasion chosen sherifi 
to prevent his having a seat in the House of Commons, and i^ an- 
other was imprisoned for refusing to contribute to a forced loan. 
Ambition, however, was his ruling passion, and he was induced to 
forsake his party by the offer of a peerage. In 1628 he was created 
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The parliament was dissolved early in 1629, and the 
king announced his intention of governing without one, 
a resolution which he kept, unhappily for himself and 
for his subjects, for more than eleven years. The most 
odious and vexatious modes of raising a revenue were 
resorted to^ ; the courts of Starchamber and High Com- 

a baron (Wentworth), aflerwards a viscount, and soon made lord 
president of the Council of the North. This had been an arbitrary 
government from the first ; his instructions went beyond those of aU 
former presidents, and, according to Clarendon, were opposed to 
every principle of law, yet they did not appear to give him power 
enough, and in 1633 he was removed, by his own wish, to Ireland, 
where he established a despotism, and also raised an army which 
was generally supposed to be intended to crush that resistance 
which it was expected would sooner or later be made to the king's 
ill^fal measures in England. When the Scottish troubles com- 
menced, Wentworth de^t with a high hand with such of that nation 
as had settled in Ulster, and was afterwards summoned to England 
to take the field against them. He was now created earl of Strafibrd, 
but was unpopular with his own army, and unable to effect any- 
thing. The Scots manifested extreme hatred against him ; they 
were eagerly seconded by Pym and others, whom he had forsaken 
so many years before, and he wished to remain at a distance from 
the parliament ; but the king insisted on his attendance, and gave a 
promise of protection which he was unable to keep. Strafibrd had 
hardly taken his seat in the House of Lords, when he was im- 
peached as "that great firebrand," (Nov. 18, 1640,) sent to the 
Tower, and hi the April of the next year convicted of treason, not 
according to the course of law, but by an attainder to which the 
peers were forced to agree by popular violence. The king was with 
great difficulty brought to consent to his execution through the 
sophistry of Williams, bishop of Lincoln, who drew an odious dis- 
tinction between his private conscience as a man and his public 
conscience as a king. Strafford had himself offered his life as a 
means of peace between the king and his subjects, but apparently 
did not expect to be taken at his word, as when told that the 
warrant was signed he exclaimed, ** Put not your trust in princes, 
nor in the sons uf men, for in them there is no salvation !" but soon 
calmed himself. He was beheaded on Tower-hill, May 12, 1641, 
and he died, as a cotemporary, who had conducted the process 
agsdnst him (Whitelock) says, " with charity, courage, and general 
lamentation." He left a son, William, who was restored to his 
title by Charles IL, and lived till 1695, but took no part in publlo 
affiEurs. 

* In defiance of the act of the last reign (see p. 859), there were 
created, " monopolies of soap, salt, wine, leather, sea-coal, and, in 
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mission acted with extreme tyranny, and the common 
law courts affirmed the legality of notoriously unlawful 
demands. At length, having, as they rashly conceived, 
crushed all opposition in England, Charles and his coun- 
cillors attempted to complete the restoration of episco- 
pacy in Scotland commenced by James I. ; this was re- 
sisted by force of arms, and the illegal means that had 
been so long practised being inadequate to maintain an 
army, the king was obliged, in 1639, to meet the repre- 
sentatives of his justly offended people. Unwarned by 
experience, however, the ill-advised king® speedily dis- 
solved his fourth parliament, as he had its predecessors, 
before any funds had been granted. Urgent want of 
means, however, compelled him very soon to assemble 
another, the memorable Long Parliament, which met 
Nov. 3, 1640, and, mindful of the fate of former assem- 
blies, procured an act [16 Car. I. c. 10], which deprived 
the king of power to prorogue or dissolve them without 
their own consent. They had before this seized on Arch- 
bishop Laud and the earl of Strafford; they displaced 
and otherwise punished the judges and others who had 
in any way acted illegally ; obtained the suppression of 
the three obnoxious courts of Starchamber, High Com- 

a manner, of all thinjp^s of most common and necessary use." 
" Supplemental acts of state were made to supply defect of laws 
.... oosolete laws were revived and rigorously executed, wherein 
the subject might be taught how unthrifty a thing it was, by too 
strict a detaining of what was his, to put the king as strictly to 
inquire what was his own." Such is the onlv palliation which 
even Clarendon can ofifer for the system pursued ; now that system 
was viewed by the nation in general is but too manifest in the 
unhappy result. 

* Clarendon remarks that the great mi -.fortune of Archbisihra) 
I..aud was the want of a true fidend ; the same remark applies wiu 
still gi'eater force to his royal master. 
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oiission, and the Earl Marshal, and expelled the bishops 
from parliament, neither king nor lords venturing openly 
to resist them, though the former listened to proposals 
for employing force against them ; but his measures were 
foiled by the activity and address of the popular leaders. 
He next attempted to seize on Lord Kimbolton, Mr. 
Hampden, and others, but failed, and then thought it 
advisable to quit London. At length the parliament 
demanded that the power of raising the militia should 
be placed in their hands, but as this would have rendered 
them absolute, the king refused his consent; and then, 
most fatally for himself and his people, appealed to the 
sword, setting up his royal standard at Nottingham, 
Aug. 25, 1642. 

In the lamentable civil war that followed, the parlia- 
ment had great advantages, both in men and money. 
The king was supported by the Church, by the Univer- 
sities, and by the great body of the nobility and gentry, 
and their tenants in the rural districts ; while the ad- 
herents of the parliament were the Puritans of every 
grade, including many gentlemen of moderate estates, 
and many small freeholders, and the chief part of the 
population of larger towns ; money was readily obtained 
" on the public faith,** and their levies, in which the 
London apprentices formed a conspicuous part, were, by 
the able management of Skippon' and other soldiers of 

' Philip Skippon had raised himBelf from the ranks in the wars 
of the Low Countries. He commanded the armed force which re- 
instated the five members (justly described by Lord Clarendon as 
the first scene of the civil war), enjoyed the confidence of the Lon- 
doners, and served throughout the struggle with courage and suc- 
cess. He was made one of Cromwell's peers and died shortly be- 
fore the Restoration. 
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fortune, soon rendered more than a match for the dis- 
orderly valour of the cavaliers. 

Through the whole course of the contest, the parlia- 
mentary leaders acted with far more promptitude and 
decision than the king and his advisers. He had no 
sooner withdrawn from London than they openly as- 
sumed all the powers of government, the details of which 
were carried out by numerous Committees, which usually 
met in the city s. Each House by its votes regulated a 
variety of matters independently of the other, but the 
more important affairs were settled by Ordinances, which 
began, " The Lord^ and Commons in Parliament assem- 
bled, taking into their consideration . , . . do hereby or- 
dain." 

Bv such instruments the new rulers seized on the 
power of the sword (Feb. and Mar. 1642^), levied heavy 
weekly assessments for the support of their army and 
the relief of the wounded, the widows and orphans 
(March 4, 6, 1643), and a rate for fortifying the city of 
London^ (March 7, 1643) ; imposed an excise (July, Sept. 
1643), and established courts- martial (Aug. 17, 1644). 
They confiscated the estates of "all persons ecclesias- 
tical or temporal" who appeared in arms against them, 
or voluntarily contributed to the king's service (Mar. 31, 
1643), treated those who attempted to stand neuter as 
enemies (May 7, 1643), forbade quarter being given to 

c See Notes and Illustrations. 

^ These are the earliest dates relating to each step of their usurp- 
ation, but many other ordinances, which it is unnecessary to par- 
ticularize, were subsequently passed to give effect to their designs. 

i The rate was 2d. in the pound on large rents, and 6d. each on 
smcdl houses. Similar ordinances were afterwards made for Exeter, 
Yarmouth, the Isle of Wight, and other places. 
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Irishmen taken in England (Oct. 24, 1644), and when 
the war was closed, ordered all " papists, officers, and 
soldiers of fortune, and other delinquents," to remove 
from London, under the pains of treason (May 6, 1646 ; 
July 9, 1647; June 16, 1648). 

Their government, which spread every year more 
widely over the country, retained, and even aggra- 
vated, all the worst features of that which they had cast 
off. In direct violation of the Bill of Right ^, they made 
numberless forced levies of horses and arms (May 23, 
1643, &c.) ; gave powers to their generals to press men 
into their service (June 10, 1645) ; passed a most tyran- 
nical ordinance to "repress disorders in printing^;" and 
after imprisoning by mere arbitrary votes any who ven- 
tured to present addresses that were distasteful, they 
passed a rigid law (May 20, 1648) against " tumultuous 
petitioning," the very means by which their own power 
had been first established. 

To keep alive the interest in their cause they imposed 
a contribution of a meal a- week towards the support of 
their troops, and ordained a monthly fast"* (March 26, 
1644), beside numerous occasional ones; they also pro- 
hibited public amusements (Oct. 22, 1647), but were 
obliged, by the clamour of the London apprentices, to 

^ See p. 881. 

1 Parties were empowered to break open doors and locks, by day 
or by night, in order to discover unlicensed printing presses, and to 
apprehend authors, printers, binders, and others; this ordinance 
was not more effectual than the Starchamber decree of 1637 (see p. 
895), and books, pamphlets, and newspapers were published daily, 
which condemned their tyrannical rule in language as little mea- 
sured as their own. 

"• This was apparently distasteful to some of their own party, as 
Whitelock remarks, under date March 81, 1647, " Very long prayers 
and sermons this monthly fast-day, as usuaL" 

Bb 
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allow the second Tuesday in each month as a day of re- 
creation, instead of the customary festivals and holydays, 
which had been suppressed as superstitious and vain 
(June 8, 1647). 

The parliament had, long before the king's departure, 
shewn their irreconcilable hostility to the Church and 
its ministers', and had done all in their power to banish 
all decency and order from the public service of God. 
They now appointed an Assembly of Divines (June 12, 
1643), ordered a systematic defacement of churches 
under the pretext of " removing monuments of super- 
stition or idolatry" (Aug. 28, 1643), "regulated" the 
University of Cambridge^, and removed " scandalous 
ministers" (Jan. 22, 1644) ; in forgetfulness of their pro- 
fessed regard for ** tender consciences," they imposed the 
Covenant? on all classes, beginning with the judges and 
lawyers, and disabling all refusers to practise any liberal 
profession, or hold any public erpployment (Jan. 30, 
Feb. 2, 1644^) ; substituted the Directory for the Prayer- 
book (Jan. 3, Aug. 23, 1645) ; they forbade any preach- 
ing, except by persons allowed by both Houses (April 
26, 1645) ; set up the presbyterian form of Church go- 
vernment (June 5, 1646) ; formally abolished episcopacy 
(Oct. 9, 1646), and sold the bishops' lands (Nov. 16, 
30, 1646), paying their most active instruments with 

■ See Notes and Illustrations. 

o Oxford was then p the king's hands ; when it came into theirs 
it was treated with the extremity of rigour by a committee of Visit- 
ors, appointed by ordinance May 1, 1^7. See Notes and niustra- 
tions. 

f See pp. 400, 433. 

4 They had imposed the Covenant in London before this (Aug. 
17, 1643), as a kind of invitation to the Soots, and on Dec. 20 of the 
same year they disabled all dissentients. 



CHABLES I. 371 



the proceeds', and thus making the plunder of the 
Church directly contributory to the ruin of the State, — 
a lesson which should not be forgotten. 

To the firm and orderly, though illegal government of 
these men, the king could only oppose divided, and in 
some cases certainly dishonest counsels. His courtiers, 
his generals, even his sons and nephews, made parties 
for themselves, and thwarted the most prudent measures 
by their mutual jealousies ; and the various classes of his 
supporters were actuated by very different motives*. 
Though many of the House of Peers and some of the 
House of Commons repaired to him, he was unable to 
keep long on foot the semblance of a parliament^ ; his 
own solemn declarations prevented his attempting to levy 
taxes without, and he was obliged to depend on the vo- 
luntary gifts of his adherents ; they, however, answered 
to his call, and fought at their own cost, while the Uni- 
versities contributed their plate^, and the crown jewels 
were sold. 

The first battle in the civil war (at Edgehill, Oct. 23, 

' Sir Arfchui* Hasilngge thus received so much of the Church pi-u- 
perty in the north, that he was &imiliarly known as the Bishop of 
Durham. 

• Some (as Sir Edward Vamey, his standard-bearer, killed at 
Edgehill) supported him from a feeling of loA'al duty, though not 
approving of his measures. Others (as many Romanists) joined him 
for protection from the violence of the parliament. A third party 
adhered to him but feebly, fearing that a decided overthrow of 
their adversaries would bring back all the oppressions of fonncr 
years. 

* His parliament at Oxford held two sessions, and imposed taxes 
which in general could only be gathered as military contributions. 

" The plate of the colleges at Oxford (amounting to at least 
£6,000), was granted by vote of convocation, Jan. 31, 1643, and 
£2,000 worth more was contributed by individual membere of the 
university. Much of the plate of Cambridge was intercepted by the 
parliamentarians. 
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1642) was indecisive, bat the king soon after gained 
signal advantages, and it seemed likely that he would 
surmount his difficulties, as he repeatedly promised a 
legal course of government for the future, and many of 
those who fought against him had no intention of car- 
rying matters to extremity. But they had raised a storm 
that they could not direct. The extreme party ("the 
root and branch men") called in the Scots, Cromwell, 
and other men of blood, thrust themselves to the head 
of affairs, remodelled the army, totally defeated the royal 
forces, broke the power of the parliament, and got the 
king into their own hands. 

Various attempts had before been made at treaties 
between the king and the parliament* ; the latter now 
renewed them, and, to gain the king's support against 
their revolted instruments, they were ready to accept 
terms which they had before declined; the Scots, and 
the chiefs of the army, professed to negotiate with him, 
and he was led to believe that he could act as umpire ; 
it may, however, reasonably be doubted whether either 
party was sincere, and it is certain that the king became 
the victim. After a time the negotiations were broken 
off, and the king fled to the Isle of Wight. Here they 
were resumed, and promised peace, when the military, 
confident in their strength, and unhappily not repugnant 
to any act of violence or cruelty, reduced the parliament 
to a mere assembly of their own creatures, terrified the 
peers from interfering, and then brought their king 
before a new-created tribunal, called a High Court of 
Justice, condemned, and executed him; he being be- 

» As at Oxford, in 1643, and at Uxbridge, in 1646. 
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headed in front of his own palace at Whitehall, on Tues- 
day, Jan. 30 y, 1649. His body was carried to Windsor, 
and there buried in St. George's chapel, Feb. 8*. 

Very shortly after his accession, Charles married the 
princess Henrietta Maria of France, a woman of beauty 
and spirit, but unfortunately the cause of many of the 
troubles of his reign. The marriage treaty had stipu- 
lated for such lenity towards the English Romanists as 
greatly offended the Puritans ; the queen's gay disposition 
also was distasteful to them ; some of her husband's most 
unwise steps were supposed to be taken in deference to 
her; and she became so unpopular that an impeach- 
ment was prepared against her by the Commons, and she 
judged it prudent to leave the country. She greatly 
exerted herself to raise supplies abroad for her husband, 
and revisited England whilst the war raged, but in 1644 
withdrew to France, where she remained in neglect and 
poverty until the restoration of Charles II. This event 
she survived .several years, dying at Colombe, near Paris, 
Aug. 10, 1669. 

^ On the restoration an act was passed [12 Car. II. c. 30.] for the 
solemn observance of this, as the day of his " martyrdom ;" a service 
was accordingly drawn up, and is still in use, in which it is to be 
lamented there are many expressions that have g^ven just offence to 
religious persons, who yet heartily abhor the deed of blood. 

* ITie diJce of Richmond, the marquis of Hertford, and the earls 
of Southampton and Lindsay, obtained leave from " those who go- 
verned" to attend the ftineral of their master. They brought with 
them Bishop Juxon, who had attended the king on the scaffold, but 
he was not permitted to read the burial service, as he had intended. 
The king's body was laid in the grave, says Clarendon, " without any 
words or other ceremonies than the tears and sighs of ^^he few be- 
holders." Upon the coffin was a plate of silver fixed, with these 
words only, "King Charles, 1648.*' When the coffin was placed 
in the grave, the black velvet pall that had covered it was thrown 
over it, and the earth thrown in, which the governor stayed to see 
perfectly done, and then took the keys of the church, which had long 
ceased to be used for divine service. 
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Their issue were — 

Charlbs and Jambs, who became kings. 

Henry, bom July 8, 1640. With his sister Elizabeth 
he fell into the hands of the parliament, bat was allowed 
to leave England in 1652, when he repaired to his bro- 
ther Charles, by whom he was created duke of Glou- 
cester ; he returned at the Restoration, but died soon 
after, Sept. 13, 1660. 

Mary, bom Nov. 4, 1631, was, when but ten years 
old, married to Prince William of Nassau ; their only 
child was William, prince of Orange (afterwards William 
III.); the princess visited England at the Restoration, 
and, hke her brother Henry, died in the same year (Dec. 
24, 1660). 

Elizabeth, bom Dec. 28, 1635, died in confinement at 
Carisbrooke Castle, Sept. 8, 1650 ; she was buried at 
Newport, in the new church of which a tablet has re- 
cently been erected to her memory by her present Ma- 
jesty. 

Henrietta Maria, bom June 16, 1644, at Exeter, was 
very shortly after carried abroad by her mother, and was 
educated as a Romanist. She married Philip, duke of 
Anjou (brother of Louis XIV.), managed political in- 
trigues between the courts of England and France, and 
died very suddenly, not without suspicion of poison, 
shortly after her return from a journey on such business, 
June 30, 1670. 

Anne,*born in 1637, died young, 

Charles I. had the same arms and supporters^ as his 

' Except in the instance of the Exchequer seal already mentioned. 
See p. 328. 
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father, but he revived the ancient motto, dibu et mon 

DROIT. 

The character of King Charles has been drawn by his 
zealous adherent, Lord Clarendon, as little short of per- 
fection as a man, though with some blemishes as a king ; 
blemishes, however, betokening tenderness rather than 
severity, and therefore not likely to give occasion to the 
calamities that befell him. According to him, the king's 
greatest fault was distrust of his own judgment, and 
hence he often changed his own opinion for a worse, and 
followed the advice of those who did not judge so well 
. as himself. This facility had doubtless much to do with 
his misfortunes, and he was also unhappy in the choice 
of his councillors^ ; but these causes are not sufficient 
to account for the strange and deplorable events that 
have made his reign so memorable; and it is clear 
that his own insincerity had a very great share in pro- 
ducing his fall. The concessions which circumstances 
at various times extorted from him he evidently consi« 
dered derogatory to his royal dignity ; and his conduct 
with regard to the Petition of Right shewed that he 
was resolved not to adhere to the most solemn engage- 
ment when he had the power to break it. His parlia- 
ments learned from this that they could not trust him, 
and thus his misjudging friends were directly accessory 
to his death, by laying him open to the violence of the 

^ Some were hatefiil to the people as Romanists, or favourers of 
Borne, as Weston, earl of Portland, the treasurer. Lord Gottington, 
chancellor of the exchequer, and Sir Francis Windebank, the secre- 
tary ; and some must have been extravagantly dishonest, if Claren- 
don's statement is to be believed, that of £200,000, raised in a year 
by the illegal methods practised, scarce £1,500 came to the king's 
use or account. 
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army without any defence in the affections of the great 
body of his people. 



M 



A.D. 1625. Charles succeeds to the throne, March 
27 ; he marries the princess Henrietta of France, June 
13. 

The parliament meets June 18, but is soon after re- 
moved to Oxford, on account of the plague then raging 
in London. The king desires supplies for the war with 
Spain ; the Commons require an account of the last sub- 
sidies, and the redress of various grievances concerning 
religion. 

An act passed " for punishing of divers abuses com- 
mitted on the Lord's Day, called Sunday °,'* [1 Car. L 
c. 1]. 

Dr. Montague's new book, "Appello Csesarem*," is 
censured by the Commons, as containing matters con- 
trary to the Thirty-nine Articles, and the author held to 
bail to answer any charges against him ®. 

Some English ships are lent to the French king, to be 
employed against the Protestants at La Rochelle ^ 

* This statute was particularly directed against the Sunday sports 
allowed by King James (see p. 354) ; persons frequenting such as- 
semblies were to pay a penalty each time of 3s. 4d., or be set in 
the stocks. 

«* See p. 360. 

* The king expressed great resentment at this interference in a 
matter which he considered belonged only to himself and the clergy, 
and it was one cause of the dissolution of the parliament which 
speedily followed. 

' The sailors generally deserted the vessels, which were thereby 
rendered almost useless ; the Commons were much irritated against 
the duke of Buckingham, who was believed to be the author of the 
scheme, and resolved to prosecute him, deferring for Uie time all 
consideration of the wants of the king. 
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The king again urges the Commons for supplies ; they 
instead complain of mismanagement of public affairs, and 
impute the war with Spain to the ill conduct of the duke 
of Buckingham; the king soon after dissolves them, 
Aug. 12. 

The king raises money by a general loan, and dis- 
patches a fleet, and troops, under Lord Wimbledon, to 
intercept the Spanish treasure-ships i. 

The great seal is taken from Williams, bishop of 
Lincoln*^, and given to Sir Thomas Coventry, Oct. 25. 

A.D. 1626. All persons possessed of £40 a-year 
ordered to present themselves to receive knighthood, 
before Jan. 31. 

A new parliament assembles, Feb. 6. 

Care had been taken to prevent several of the eminent 
men of the last parliament from sitting in this, by ap- 
pointing them as sheiiffs ^ ; but this stratagem failed in 
its effect. They steadily refused to grant supplies ^, until 

» The armament j which consisted of 80 ships, with 10,000 soldiers, 
sailed in October, but returned without having effected anything 
six weeks after. The general (Edward Cecil, a new-made peer, and 
grandson of lord Burnley,) and his officers mutually accused each 
other of incapacity or cowardice. The soldiers were kept embodied, 
and were billeted in pnvate houses, which occasioned great dis- 
content. 

^ He was believed to incline to the Puritanical party, and had had 
a (Quarrel with Buckingham, his former patron. 

* Among them was Sir Edward Coke, lately a judge ; he took 
exceptions to several parts of the sheriff's oath, and procured the 
omission of a clause which bound him to destroy Lollards. The 
biabop of Lincoln and the earl of Bristol, known opponents of Buck- 
inghajn, had their writs withheld, and were thus prevented at first 
from attending the parliament ; but they complained to the House 
of Lords, and were culowed to take their seats. 

^ The king urged them by message to grant money ; and, with 
reference to their charges against Buckingham, said, *' 1 will not 
allow any of my servants to be questioned among you, much less 
such as are of eminent place/ and near unto me." 
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their grievances ^ had been redressed ; they renewed the 
complaint against Montague, and also preferred articles 
of impeachment against the duke of Buckingham, Feb. 
23, which they presented to the Peers, May 8. These 
charged him with buying and selling offices and titles ; 
procuring extravagant grants from the king, and also 
embezzling his treasure ; extorting money from the East 
India merchants, plundering seized ships, neglecting the 
guard of the coast ; lending ships to the French king ; 
and closed with an insinuation, rather than a charge, 
of his having procured the death of King James, the 
plaster and potions which he was said to have ad- 
ministered, being '* deemed to be an act of transcendant 
presumption and of a dangerous consequence." 

The king sends Sir Dudley Digges and Sir John Eliot, 
who had appeared as the managers of the impeachment, 
to the Tower, May 10. 

The Commons refuse to proceed with business, and 
after some delay their members are released. 

The earl of Arundel ™ is imprisoned by order of the 
king, but is released after several petitions from the 
House of Lords, June 8. 

The earl of Bristol is accused of treason, by the king's 
order. May 1 ; he makes answer, and brings counter- 
charges against the duke of Buckingham, accusing him 

> These grievances conmsted, among others, of an alleged coun- 
tenancing of the Romanists ; the sale of honours and offices ; the 
employment of a part of the nary against the Rochellers, and the 
neglect of the rest, so that the seas had become unsafe to the mer- 
chants ; misemployment of the revenue ; and the many high and 
important offices held by the duke of Buckingham. 

■• Thomas Howard ; his son had married the daughter of the duke 
of Iicnox without the king's permission. 
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as the caase of the war with Spain ; the king interferes, 
and wishes to proceed against Bristol in the courts of 
law, but is hindered by the remonstrance of the Hoase 
of Lords. 

The duke of Buckingham makes answer to the articles 
against him ; the Commons are dissatisfied, and petition 
the king to remove him from his councils ; instead, the 
parliament is dissolved, June 15, and the presentation of 
a Remonstrance which had been drawn up, reiterating 
the charges against the duke, prevented. 

Some subsidies had been promised, but this hasty 
dissolution prevented their formal grant. The king was 
without funds to carry on the war with Spain, and, by 
the advice of his council, he took steps to raise funds in 
open violation of the well-known privileges of parlia- 
ment". He ordered tunnage and poundage to be levied, 
required loans and benevolences, and issued a commis- 
sion to compound with recusants. The city of London 
and the seaports were directed to furnish ships, men 
were pressed for seamen or soldiers, and, under the 
pretence of checking their disorders, martial law was 
proclaimed. Some persons who refused to lend money 
were imprisoned, and others sent to serve in the fleet. 
Upwards of 100 ships were raised by this means and 
sent to sea, under the earl of Denbigh (William Feilding,) 
but he acted so weakly or corruptly, as greatly to in- 
flame the popular discontent, suflering many of the 
English merchantmen to be captured before his eyes, 
and releasing Spanish and Flemish vessels which had 
been taken by his own men. 

■ See p. 5. 
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The queen's foreign attendants^ are dismissed by the 
king in July, which is one ground of the subsequent 
war with France. 

The inhabitants of the sea-coasts ordered to repair to 
their own counties, July 10. 

A.D. 1627. Cardinal Richelieu P undertakes the siege 
of La Rochelle, the strongest town of the French Pro- 
testants ; they apply to England for aid, and war is 
accordingly declared against France. 

The duke of Buckingham sails with a fleet and army 
to La Rochelle ; the townsmen distrust his intentions, 
and decline to admit him. 

The duke lands his forces in the Isle of Rh^, July 12 ; 
he ineffectually besieges the citadel, and is at last obliged 
to retire with great loss, Oct. 12. 

Five of the gentlemen imprisoned for refusing the 
loan 4 apply, without success, to the judges for release, 
Nov. 28. 



" There were several priests among tbem» whose proceedings 
gave much oflfence to the Pmitans ; their dismissal was intended to 
conciliate these people, but it produced no such effect. 

p Annand du Plessis, Cardinal Richelieu, belonging to a noble 
Poictevin family, was bom in Paris in 1585. He became almoner to 
Mary de Medicis, and afterwards secretary of state. By adroit 
management he ruled Tjouis XTIT. and his queen, but he exalted the 
royal power, and crushed the Huguenots. He made war with suc- 
cess on both Spain and Austria, and intrigued with the Scottish 
covenanters, in revenge for the assistance given to La Rochelle. He 
was as able and as unprincipled as Wolsey, was like him a great 
builder, and bequeathed his noble structure, the Palais Royal, in 
Paris, to the king ; he died Dec. 4, 1642. 

•> They were Sirs John Corbet, Thomas Darnel, Walter Earl, 
Edward Hampden, and Thomas Heveningham. The judges declared 
that "a special mandate from the king" was a sufficient cause for 
their detention, which was justly regarded as equivalent to affirming 
that both the liberty and the property of the subject were abso- 
lutely dependant on the royal will, and was resented as an open 
violation of Magna Charta. See vol. i. p. 289. 
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Noblemen and gentlemen ordered to leave London, 
and reside on their estates in the country ', Nov. 28. 

A.D. 1628, A third parliament meets, March 17, 
and sits till June 26. Among its members were several 
gentlemen who had been imprisoned, or otherwise ill- 
treated, for refusing the forced loan*, and votes were 
speedily passed, affirming the illegality of imprisonment 
without cause fully shewn, and of taxes imposed without 
the authority of parliament. 

The Commons hold conferences with the Lords, and 
petition for the execution of the laws against Romish 
recusants*, which the king promises. They also pass 
votes against imprisonment, except by due course of law, 
and employment against the subjects' will in the king's 
service ; and after further conferences with the Lords, 
at length draw up the Petition of E/ight, condemning 
the recent illegal practices, which the king is with much 
difficulty brought to agree to ", 

' Many disobeyed this order, and were in consequence heavily 
fined m the Starch amber. 

■ Sir Thomas Wentworth (afterwards earl of Strafford) was one 
of the number. 

» In consequence, an act was passed [3 Car. I. c. 3] "against 
sending any to be popishly bred beyond the seas," which directs the 
provisions of the statutes [I Jac. I. cc. 4, 6 ] made after the discovery of 
the Gunpowder Plot (see p. 346) to be strictly enforced. This, how- 
ever, was not done, and the sums raised by compounding with re- 
cusants formed an important part of the royal revenue during the 
many years that parliaments were in abeyance. 

" He sent messages to the houses, desiring them to trust to his 
royal word, promising to observe the laws, and confessing that 
Magna Charta and the statutes confirming it were in force. The 
Lords were inclined to give way, or at least to add a proviso, saving 
the king's " sovereign power :" but the Commons objected to the 
term, and the bill was presented. The king gave answer (June 2), 
that right should be done according to the kiws and customs of the 
realm; this was by both houses pronounced unsatisfactory, and 
Charles at last (June 7) gave the formal assent, by which ttie peti- 
tion was converted into a statute [3 Car. I. o. 1]. 
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The Commons draw up a Remonstrance, accusing 
Bishops Laud and Neile of favouring popery ; they at- 
tribute their other grievances to the evil counsels of 
the duke of Buckingham, and pray for his removal from 
the king's service. 

Dr. Manwaring's sermons ^ are suppressed by procla- 
mation, June 20. 

The king grants special marks of favour to Drs. Mon- 
tague and Manwaring ; orders the Starchamber proceed- 
ings against the duke to cease, " being satisfied with his 
innocency ;" declares that " he cannot want tunnage and 
poundage," though not granted to him ; and soon after 
adjourns the parliament, June 26. 

Bishop Laud is translated from Bath and Wells to 
London, July 1 1 ; when he becomes in fact primate, as 
Archbishop Abbot is under suspension y. 

The duke of Buckingham is assassinated at Ports- 
mouth', Aug. 23. 

The king orders tunnage and poundage to be levied ; 
several merchants refuse to pay, when their goods are 
seized and themselves imprisoned *. 

s See p. 362. 

7 His suspension was popularly attributed to his refusal to license 
the sermon of Dr. Sibthorp (see p. 362). 

■ He was preparing to embark on an expedition for the relief of 
La RocheUe. The assassin was John Folton, a gentleman of Suffolk, 
who had served in the army at the Isle of Rh6j but had been disap- 
pointed as to promotion. He stated, however, that he had been 
chiefly actuated by the Commons' remonstrance, (see above,) which 

Sointed out the duke as the great enemy of the king and the Idng- 
om. Though threatened with the rack, he made no disclosure as 
to having any confederate ; he was executed at Tyburn, Nov. 28, 
1628. 

* They appealed to the judges ; those of the King's Bench dis- 
charged one person (Alderman Chambers), said to be committed for 
insolent words spoken at the council table, but the barons of the 
Exchequer ordered his goods to be seized^ as they did with many 
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La Rochelle taken, Oct. 28 \ 

A.D. 1629. Dr. Montague's Appello Caesarem sup- 
pressed by proclamation, Jan. 17. 

The parliament meets Jan. 20. Though greatly urged 
by the court party, they refused to grant supplies until 
they had discussed grievances in religion ^, and were at 
length dissolved, March 10*^, after having voted (March 
2), " that whoever should bring in innovation of reli- 
gion, popery or Arminianism, and any that should advise 
the taking of tunnage and poundage not granted by 
parliament, or that should pay the same, should be ac- 
counted enemies to the kingdom^." 

The king publishes a Declaration, justifying his pro- 
ceedings, and also a Proclamation, which is understood 

others, and he was again imprisoned, and remained in confinement 
above six years. 

^ This event caused great discontent in England, it being con- 
sidered that the king's officers had not given the place the support 
they ought to have done. La Kochelle had almost a republican go- 
vernment under a charter granted by Eleanor of Aquitaine, wife of 
Henry II., and its fall was believed not to be displeasing to the 
court party. The French Protestants now lost all political influence, 
but an Edict of Grace was issued in July, 1629, which restored some 
of their privil^es, in the expressed nope of their return to the 
Romish Church. 

« They particularly alluded to the favour shewn by the king to 
Montague and Manwariog ; and one member afterwards but too 
well known, though then obscure, Oliver CromweU, complained of 
the bishop of Winchester (Richard Neile) as an encourager of 
poperv. 

* The king was so unwise as to use coarse and irritating language 
on this occasion. "He spake to the lords," says Whitelock, "court- 
ing them, and said it was merely the seditious carriage of some 
vipers, members of the lower house, that caused the dissolving of 
this parliament, but he commended others of the commons." 

• The speaker (Sir John Finch, afterwards chief justice, and lord 
Finch of Fordwich) had a few days before declined to put the ques- 
tion that the seizing of goods for tunnage and poundage was a breach 
of privilege ; he now declared that he was ordered to adjourn the 
House, but he was held in the chair, and the door locked whilst 
this vote was passed. 
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as proving his intentioD to govern in fatare without par- 
liaments, March 22. 

Before the parliament was dissolved, Sir John Eliot, 
Mr. Selden, and several other members, were summoned 
before the privy council, committed to the Tower (March 
5), and informations were afterwards exhibited against 
them in the Starchamber. They applied to the court 
of King's Bench for liberation, but were instead re- 
moved to other prisons, and their caase thus postponed 
until the autumn, when the judges declared they were 
entitled to be bailed, but must give sureties for their 
good behaviour, which they refused to do, and so were 
sent again to the Tower. It was intimated to them that 
if they would petition for their discharge they would be 
set at liberty ; but they declined the offer, and an in- 
formation was then laid against them in the King's 
Bench for a conspiracy to sow discord between the king 
and his people^. Other members of the House were 
brought over to the king's interest by the gift of office ; 
Noy and Littleton were made attorney and solicitor- 
general. Sir Dudley Digges master of the rolls, and Sir 
Thomas Went worth and Sir John Savile privy coun- 
cillors. 

A.D. 1630. The case of Sir John Eliot and the rest 
is brought forward in the Court of King's Bench ; the 
prisoners deny the jurisdiction of the court, and when 

' The kiDg ordered certain questions to be propoimded to the 
judges as to the responsibility of parliament-men to answer out of 
parUament for their conduct there. The judges replied that they 
were responsible^ but Judge Whitelock, his son says, ''did often and 
highly complain against this way of sending to the judges for their 
opinion beforehand," and appears to have attributed the step to 
Bishop Laud. 
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this is affirmed^ refuse to plead further ; they are then 
condemned to heavy fines, to make submission and ac- 
knowledgment of thdr offences, and to remain in prison 
until they give security for their good behaviour. 

Commissioners appointed to compound for defects in 
titles to estates s. May 27. 

A new proclamation issued, commanding the nobles 
and gentry to reside on their estates in the country^, 
June 20. 

A peace is concluded with France, April 14, and with 
Spain in November ^ 

Dr. Alexander Leighton is set in the pillory, by sen- 
tence of the Starchamber, and imprisoned, for writing 
a book called "Zlon's Plea against the Prelates J," 
Nov. 26. 

The king and his advisers had now fairly entered on 
their fatal course of absolute government. In lieu of 
acts of parliament, proclamations were issued, which were 
declared to have the force of laws ; the monopolies which 
had been abolished in the last reign were re* established, 

' This was one of the disgraceful expedients resorted to to raise 
money ; it in effect, was an inquiry regarding every estate in the 
kingdom, and occasioned great discontent. 

>» The same effects followed as from the proclamation in 1627^ (see 
p. S81,) and large sums w^re raised from uie contumacious. 

^ In neither of these treaties was any care taken for the interests 
of the Protestants abroad, in whose caus^ the wars were arowedly 
be^un. 

) This work, which was on the title-page stated to be '' printed 
in the year and month wherein BocheUe was lost/' pot only assailed 
the bishops, but stigmatized the queen as ''a Oanaanite and an 
idolatress." The author, who was a Scottish divine, wsb twice 
whipped and branded, had his ears cut off, his nose slit, and suf- 
fered nearly eleven years' imprisonment. He was released by the 
Long Parliament, made keeper of Lambeth palace (then used as a 
prison), and died mad in the year 1644. His son Bobert became 
archbi^op of Glasgow in the time of Charles II. . 

c c 
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and new ones devised; fines for not receiving knight- 
hood were levied to a very large amount ^ ; " obsolete 
laws were revived," says Clarendon, "and rigorously 
executed," and "unjust projects of all kinds, many 
ridiculous, many scandalous, all very grievous, were set 
on foot ;" nearly the same parties sat in different rooms 
as the Council, the Starchamber, and the High Commis- 
sion Court, and by pla3ring into each others' hands, they 
reared a fabric of unbearable oppression. The judges, 
too, with some honourable exceptions \ had the baseness 
to pervert the laws to the views of the court, and thus 
shut out the people from any hope of a peaceable re- 
dress of their grievances. 

A.D. 1631. St. Catherine Cree church, in the citvof 
London, is consecrated, with much ceremony, by Bishop 
Laud% Jan. 16. 

A commission granted to the bishop of London (Wfl- 
liam Laud) and others, for the restoration of St. Paul's 
cathedral", April 10. 

Huntley, a clergyman of Kent, who had been impri- 

^ According to docmnents existing in the Exchequer, £128,728 
6s. 6d. had heeai received from this soui'ce as early as Michaelmas 
term, 1631. 

^ The judges Croke and Whitelock were especially excluded finom 
the censures pronounced on their brethren at the commencement of 
the Long Parliament. 

» This formed a very prominent chai^ against him on his trial 
twelve years after. 

■ This noble edifice had been greatly neglected and desecrated in 
the two preceding reigns ; some of the chapels had been pulled down, 
others let out as worktops, and the body of the church was a com- 
mon lounge for idlers and bad diaracters. Bishop Laud was particu- 
larly active in procuring fimds for the good work ; he con^buted 
largely himself, gained help from the Universities, as well as from Sir 
Paul Pindar ana other wealthy laymen, and, by the king's permis- 
sion, appropriated to the restoration the fines imposed in the High 
Commission Court. 
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Boned by the Court of High Commission, is set at liberty 
by the jadges, and brings an action against the commis- 
sioners for false imprisonment®. 

A.D. 1632. The city of London fined 1,500 marks 
for alleged neglect of duty P. 

Courts of justice-seat are held to inquire of infractions 
of the obsolete forest laws and encroachments, by which 
great fines are imposed and heavy rents exacted 4. 

A.D. 1633. The "feoffees for impropriations'*' cen- 
sured in the Starchamber, and their livings forfeited to 
the crown, Feb. 13. 

* He had, two years before, refused to preach at a visitation, 
though ordered by the archdeacon ; for this breach of canonical obe- 
dience he was fined and imprisoned, but the judges declared that 
his offence subjected him only to ecclesiastical censures, and thus 
emboldened him to sue the commissioners. The king sent for the 
judges, and ordered them not to entertain the action against the 
commissioners, but they pleaded the obligation of their oath ; and, 
after some further argument before the council, it was agreed that 
the commissioners should plead ; the case^ however, does not ap- 
pear to have come to trial. 

p In 1628 (March 12), an old man of the name of Lamb, who was 
supposed to be in the confidence of the duke of Buckingham, was so 
ill-used in the streets of the city, that he died in consequence. No 
magistrate appeared to quell the tumult, nor was any one then 
punished for it ; the reviving of the matter at such a distance of 
time was looked on as a mere expedient to raise money. 

« These courts were held before Henry Rich, earl of Holland, as 
chief-justice in eyre south of Trent ; they inquired into and pun- 
ished alleged encroachments of three to four hundred years' stand- 
ing ; and, according to the preamble of the act passed in 1641, ''for 
the certainty of forests," [16 Car. I. c. 16,] '* endeavoured to set on 
foot forests where in truth none have been, or ought to be, or at 
least have not been used of long time." 

^ ' This was a self-constituted corporation, which raised subscrip- 
tions avowedly to purchase impropriate rectories, and thereby re- 
lieve the poverty of the Ghurcn ; they, however, mainly devoted 
their funds to the support of a " fEtithfiil preaching ministry," who 
were uniformly Puritans ; hence Bishop Laud lalx>ured to procure 
their suppression. The scheme had been devised by John Preston, 
a noted preacher (bom at Northampton in 1587, died in Julv, 1628) 
at Cambridge, where he had gained the feivour of James by his skill 
in disputation. 
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The city of London fined £50,000 in the Starchamber, 
and their plantation in Ulster seized into the king's 
hands, for some alleged neglects in its management, 
Mar. 8. 

The king visits Scotland, and is crowned there, JanelS ; 
he returns to England early in Augast. 

One reason for this journey was to defeat a scheme 
of detaching Scotland from his obedience, which there 
was reason to think was entertained by the marquis of 
Hamilton (James Hamilton'*) ; another, to complete the 
restoration of episcopacy commenced by James I., and 
to introduce the English Liturgy. The king founded 
the bishopric of Edinburgh, and bestowed high offices 
on several prelates, but left the introduction of the 
Liturgy unattempted ^, from scruples as to appearing 
to interfere with the independence of Scotland. 

Lord Wentworth is appointed deputy of Ireland, 
July 3 «. 

■ He was of the blood royal, being desoended from a daughter of 
James II. Charles revised to credit the 
aoousatioiis against him, and afterwards 
employed him to n^^tiate with the Cove- 
nanters, but his conduct waB so ambiguous, 
that when he repaired to the king at Ox- 
ford, after the war had broken out, he was 
sent a prisoner into Cornwall, where he 
remain^ until released hj the parlia- 
mentary forces. In 1648, however, he 
headed the Scottish army which invaded . n 
England in the cause of the king, but Jh^ 
was defeated and captured, and was be- Z£= 
headed early in 1649. His brother Wil- 
liam, the second duke, was killed in the 
royal cause at Worcester. 

' After his return, orders were sent for cwtof HMifltwi. 

the use of the English Ijiturgy in the 

king's chapel in Edinbmigh, but the council did not think it prudent 
to comply with the direction. 

• He held this office until 1639, when he was created lord lieu- 
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Bishop Laud is translated to the see of Canterbury, 
August ; he is succeeded as bishop of London by Bishop 
Juxon^. 

William Prynne 7 is committed to the Tower for his 
book " Histriomastix," a condemnation of plays, sup- 
posed to reflect on the queen, who sometimes took part 
in the masques and similar diversions of the court. 

The Book of Sports of King James ' is again published 
by royal authority, Oct. 18, which is displeasing to many 
beside the Puritans ^. 

tenant. His administration was perfectly despotic, and marked by 
many acts of violence and cruelty. He endeavoured to expel all 
Scots who had taken the Covenant from Ireland, and thus earned 
their hatred, which pursued him to the scaffold. 

*■ William Juxon, a native of Chichester, bom in 1582, was edu- 
cated at St. John's College, Oxford, and became president there. 
He was a friend of Bishop Laud, and by his influence was removed 
in 1633 from the see of Hereford, before consecration, to that of 
London, was also made lord treasurer, and received many marks 
of the favour of Charles L, whom he attended on the scaffold. At 
the Restoration he was translated to Canterbury, but held the pri- 
macy a very short time, dying in his eighty-first year, June 4, 1663, 
Though his secular office in the time preceding the civil war was 
distasteful to many, a cotemporary (Whitelock) bears this honour- 
able testimony to Bishop Juxon's character : "He was a person of 
great parts and temper, and had as much command of hmiself as 
of his hounds ;" [he much delighted in hunting ;] ** he was full of 
ingenuity and meekness, not apt to give offence to any, and willing 
to do good to all. " 

3^ He was a Somersetshire man, bom in 1600, and educated at 
Oxford, where he studied the law. He was a friend of Preston, the 
Puritan, and being ooiuspicuous for moving for prohibitions to stop 
proceedings in the ecclesiastiGal courts, the heavy pimishment in- 
flicted on him was popularly, though probably unjustly, attributed 
to the influence of the archbishop. Prynne was fined. £5,000, expelled 
from the University and the bar, placed in the pillory, where his 
ears were cut off, and sentenced to imprisonment until he made 
recantation ; this confinement, however, was not so rigid as might 
have been expeeted, as during it he wrote other works, which, being 
printed abroad and circulated in England, occasioned a second trial 
and further cruel usage, in 1637. 

■ Seep. 354. 

* Some ministers refused to read it ; one of them (Laurence 
Snelling, rector of Paul's Cray, Kent) was deprived of his living and 
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A.D. 1634. The coasts both of England and Ireland 
are infested by pirates ; the Datch- endeavour to exclude 
the English from the northern fisheries, and fish on the 
English coasts without license ^. To raise a fleet, a writ 
of ship-money is devised, requiring the maritime counties 
and towns to pay certain fixed sums ; but this being 
judged insufficient) in a short time the writs are directed 
to all counties and towns alike. 

Cardinal Richelieu sends agents to Scotland, who in- 
trigue with the discontented. 

The lord deputy (Wentworth) claims the whole pro- 
vince of Connaught as belonging to the crown ®. 

A.D. 1635. A fleet of forty vessels is sent to sea, 
under the earl of Lindsey, and another of twenty vessels 
under the earl of Essex, for the protection of merchants ; 
many of the Dutch fishing vessels are sunk or taken. 

A proclamation issued against departing out of the 
realm without license*, July 21. 

Archbishop Laud holds a visitation, in which, among 

excommmiicated for disobedience in this particular by tiie Hig^ 
Commisusion Court in 1637. 

>> Their eminent statesman, Hugo Grotius, wrote his " Mare Id- 
berum," in iustification of these proceedings ; while the equally 
eminent Selden, in his "Mare Clausttm," shewed that the sovereignty 
of the narrow seas had belonged to England from the earliest timea 
This had in former times been acknowledged on all hands (see vol. i. 
p. 371) ; but the weakness of the government, which haa suffered 
the English navy to fall to decay, encouraged the enterprising re- 
publicans now to deny it. 

^ The claim was compounded for, but it justly alarmed OTory 
landed proprietor in Ireland, and this was one great cause of the 
insurrection of 1641. 

d ** Ministers unconformable to the discipline and ceremonies of the 
Church," it appears, were in the habit of retiring to the Bermudas ; 
none were in future to go, except by license of the archbishop of 
Canterbury ; and those already there were to be brought back by a 
ship which the lord admiral (Algernon Percy, eari of Northumber- 
land) was ordered to fit out. 



CHARLES I. 391 



other things, he insists on the communion tahle in 
churches being placed altarwise ; the bishop of Lincoln 
(John Williams) denounces this as an innovation. 

The archbishop endeavours to reduce the descendants 
of the French and Walloon settlers to conformity with 
the Church. 

These congregations were found in London, Norwich, 
Southampton, Canterbury, Maidstone, Sandwich, and 
elsewhere ; and, according to the archbishop's statement, 
which is well supported, there were ample reasons for 
his interference. They evinced no thankfulness for the 
protection they had so long enjoyed; their members, 
though bom in England, seldom learnt the language, 
they refused to impart a knowledge of their manufactures 
to Englishmen, and, by "living in England as if they 
were a kind of God's Israel in Egypt," they reflected dis- 
honour on the Church, and encouraged nonconformity, 
and '^ became a kind of State within a State ;" so that 
he justly thought " no State could with safety, or would 
in wisdom, endure it*.'* 

The lord deputy (Wentworth) procures the formal 
adoption of the English Articles by the Irish Church ^ 

• This was made an accusation against him at his trial, when he 
was charged with endeavouring to sow dissension between the 
English and the other Reformed Churches ; but it appears from the 
original act (Sept. 26, 1635) that the matter was misrepresented, 
when it was said that he had suppressed these congr^ations. They 
were still to continue, but to be composed of foreign-bom members 
only; their descendants were to*' conform themselves to the Eng- 
lish Liturgy, every one in his parish," their occasional resort to the 
foreign churches, however, not being prohibited. The bishop of 
Norwich (Matthew Wren) zealously seconded the archbishop's views, 
and in consequence manv of the foreigners left that city. 

' The Articles of the Church in Ireland were more decidedly Cal- 
vinistic than those in England, as the Lambeth Articles (see p. 317) 
had been incorporated with them. It was owing to the advice of 
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A.D. 1636. The king encloses a very large space of 
ground for a park at Richmond, taking, in some cases, 
men's land without their consents. 

The tax of ship-money being much murmured against, 
the king requires the opinion of the judges, all of whom 
declare, that in case of danger to the whole kingdom, 
the king can by law levy it from all his subjects, and 
that he is the sole judge of the danger'^. John Hamp- 
den ^, a Buckinghamshire gentleman, and several others, 
refuse to pay the tax, and are in consequence sued in the 
court of Exchequer. 

A.D. 1637. A proclamation issued, April 30, im- 
posing restrictions on emigration to America. This 
proclamation states that " men of idle and refractory 
humours, whose only or principal end is to live without 

ArcLbishop Laud that this step was taken^ which was reluctantly 
acceded to by Archbishop Usher and the Irish prelates, who looked 
upon it as a surrender of the independence of their national Ghurdbi. 

t Archbishop Laud strongly opposed this project ; so did Lord 
Cottin^^n, but to annoy the archbishop (with whom he was at 
variance) he pretended the contrary, and argued in a way which 
weU illustrates the mode of converting light matters into serious 
offences which then prevailed in the courts. He said the park 
would be convenient for the king's pleasure in the winter season, 
without his being obliged to make any long journeys ; that to op- 
pose his resolutions therein could only proceed from want of affection 
to his person, and he was not sure that it mififht not be high treason. 
'' The other," says Clarendon, **upon the wuidness of his discourse, 
in great anger asked him, 'Why? whence had he received that 
doctrine ?' t)ottington coolly replied, ' They who did not wish the 
king's health could not love him ; and they who went about to 
hinder his taking recreation, which preserves his health, might be 
thought, for aught he knew, guilty of the highest crimes.' " 

^ The names of these judges were, Finch, chief-ju£^ce (see p. 38S); 
Berkley, Bramston, Crawley, Croke, Davenport, Denham, Hutton, 
Jones, Trevor, Vernon, and Weston. 

^ He was cousin to Oliver Cromwell, sat in the Long Parliament 
for Buckinghamshire, and on the breaking out of the war became a 
colonel. He was mortally wounded in a skirmish at ChaJgrove, near 
Ozlbrd, June 13, 1648, and died six days after. 
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the reach of authority," daily withdraw themselves with 
their families to the plantations, where many disorders 
have heen caused hy them. It therefore ordains that no 
persons of property (" subsidy-men") shall quit the 
country without the license of the privy council, nor 
poorer men without license of the justices, and all are 
to produce certificates of having taken the oaths of alle- 
giance and supremacy, and the testimony of their parish 
minister as to conformity in ecclesiastical matters. 

The cause of ship-money is argued at great length 
before the twelve judges, when they all, except Croke 
and Hutton, give their judgment for the crown, June 12. 

THE STARCHAMBER aitd THE LIBELLERS. 

A.D. 1637. Prynne, Burton, and BastwickJ, are 
condemned in the Starchamber for seditious writings, 
June 1 4 ; they are placed in the pillory together, and 
mutilated, June 30. 

The punishments inflicted on these men were of the 
most merciless character, and have brought just odium 
on the court which ordered them, though it cannot be 
denied that their conduct was such as to provoke autho- 
rity to lay its hand heavily upon them. 

1 William Prynne, as already mentioned, was a barrister. Henry 
Burton, a divine, was bom in Yorkshire in 1579 ; he had been tutor 
to several noblemen, and at one time was clerk of the closet to 
Prince Charles, in which office he was superseded by Bishop Laud. 
He became incumbent of St. Matthew, Friday-street, London, and 
preached there, on Nov. 6, 1686, a sermon from Proverbs xxiv. 21, 
z2, which occasioned his citation before the High Commission Court. 
Bobert Bastwick was bom in Essex in 1598 ; he studied at Em- 
manuel College, Cambridge, had long travelled abroad, and had 
recently settled as a physician at Coli^ester, when his book against 
episcopacy brought him into trouble. 
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Prynne had already suffered four years' imprisonment 
for his ** Histriomastiz^," but, undeterred by this, he 
contrived to have printed " A Divine Tragedy, contain- 
ing a catalogue of God's judgments against Sabbath- 
breakers," in which the clergy who read the Book of 
Sports were classed with the most heinous offenders. 
Burton also, while in the hands of the court for his ser- 
mon, printed " News from Ipswich," containing charges 
of Romish innovation against Bishop Wren, of Norwich, 
whose fidelity to the Church had rendered him very 
odious to the Puritans. Bastwick published a book called 
" Elenchus Papismi," identifying prelacy and popery, 
and, when questioned for it, in the same spirit of con- 
tumacy, followed it up with "A New Litany.** The 
works of the whole were worded in the style of the 
most offensive of the Mar- Prelate tracts^; and the 
writers, when in gaol, so openly defied all authority™, 
that the judges declared it was only owing to the king's 
mercy that they were not charged with treason °. 

Prynne was already under sentence of what was pro- 

* See p. 889. » See p. 315. 

" The answers that they prepared to the articles exhibited against 
them were bo violent that no advocates could be found to incur the 
responsibility of presenting them ; hence they declared that they 
were condemned unheard. One specimen of these answers is pre- 
served by Whitelock : " That the prelates are invaders of the king's 
prerogative royal, contemners and despisers of the Holy Scriptures, 
advancers of popery, superstition, idolatry, and profaneness : also 
the^ abuse the king's authority, to the oppression of his loyalest 
subjects, and therein exercise great cruelty, tyranny, and injustice ; 
and in execution of those impious performances they shew neither 
wit, honesty, nor temperance. Nor are they either servants of God 
or of the king, but of the devil, beins^ enemies of God and the king, 
and of every living thin^ that is good. All which the said Dr. Bast- 
wick is ready to maintain, &c." 

■ There seems no reasonable doubt that they would have suffered 
as traitors under the reign of Elizabeth. See pp. 293, 816. 
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bably equivalent to imprisonment for life** ; the same sen- 
tence was now pronounced against the other two. They 
were all fined £5,000 each, degraded from their profes- 
sions, placed in the pillory, their ears cut offP, their 
cheeks and foreheads branded *!, and they were then re- 
moved to Lancaster, Launceston, and Carnarvon. Some 
expressions of sympathy with Prynne on his journey 
through Coventry and Chester, (for which both places 
were heavily fined,) occasioned a change in their destina- 
tions, (Aug. 27,) and they were sent, Prynne to Jersey, 
Burton to Guernsey, and Bastwick to SciUy, where they 
remained rigidly immured until released by order of the 
Long Parliament. 

The Puritans chose to attribute the severity of the 
sentence to Archbishop Laud, and afiized placards in 
conspicuous places, saying, that " the arch-wolf of Can- 
terbury had his hand in persecuting the saints and shed- 
ding the blood of the martyrs." It appears, however, 
from his speech, that the blame rested elsewhere'. 

A decree of the Starchamber is issued for the regu- 
lation of printing and letter-founding, July 1. 

o He was to be imprisoned until he made submission ; a customary 
indgment. 

p Prynne had already suffered this mutilation ; what remained of 
his ears was pared off so closely that his life was endangered. 

*» Clarendon, though condemning the men as persons of bad re- 
pute, remarks on the insult offered to the learned professions by this 
proceeding, and says, " Every profession, with anger and indigna- 
tion enough, thought their education, and degrees, and quality, 
would have secured them from such infamous judgments, and trea- 
sured up wrath for the time to come.*' 

' He treated Burton as the chief offender, and replied at length to 
fourteen charges- of Komish innovation lU'ged by hini ; said that, 
having answered Babshakeh, he should not conflite his associates ; 
and concluded, "Because the business hath some reflection on my. 
self, I shall forbear to censure them, and leave them to God's mercy 
and the king's justice." 
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By this edict the press, and all parties connected with 
it, were placed under the most rigorous surveillance. 
The numher of master-printers was limited to twenty, 
(named in the decree,) who were to give security for 
good behaviour in £300, and were to have not more 
than two presses and two apprentices each, unless they 
were, or had been, masters or wardens of the Stationers' 
Company ; then they might have three presses, and a 
like number of apprentices ;. and there were to be but 
four letter-founders. One penalty for almost every of- 
fence was disability to exercise the profession either as 
master or journeyman ; and as this would probably result 
in ''printing in corners without license," practising the 
arts of printing, book-binding, letter-founding, or making 
any part of a press, or other printing materids, by persons 
disqualified, or not apprenticed thereto ", was to be pun* 
ished by whipping, the pillory, and imprisonment. No 
books were to be reprinted without a fresh license, al- 
though they might have been formerly examined and 
allowed; and books brought from abroad were to be 
landed in London only, and each was to be carefully 
examined by persons appointed by the archbishop of 
Canterbury and the bishop of London, who had power 
to seize and destroy all " seditious, schismatical, or of- 
fensive" productions ; and periodical searches were to 
be made both of booksellers' shops and private houses. 
The activity of the Puritans, however, was more than 
a match for the law, and books fully deserving all these 

" In the time of Elizabeth a private press was discovered in the 
house of a Romanist lady (Mrs. Stonar), the workmen being her do- 
mestic servants. 
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titles were as widely circulated as before*, and had a 
great share in producing the convulsions that followed^. 



A.D. 1637. The bishop of Lincoln (John Williams) 
is proceeded against in the Starchamber for sedition and 
libels is heavily fined and imprisoned, July 11; he is 

* Some were imported from abroad, but much the greater munber 
were printed at private preeses in England. 

■ One person who suffered for distributing the books of Prynne 
and his friends was the noted John lilbume, then a London appreii' 
tioe of eighteen (he was bom at Durham, of a gentleman's family, in 
1616) ; he bore a severe whipping from the Fleet to Westminster 
(April 18, 16SS) with a stoicism which procured for him the name of 
" Sturdy John,'* and, being released from prison by the Long Parlia- 
ment, he took up arras in their cause, fought desperately at Edgehill, 
Brentford, and elsewhere, and gained the rank of lieutenant-coloneL 
A money compensation was voted to him, but this it seems he 
only received m part, and the remainder of his life was passed in 
vain efforts to obtain it, and in quieirrels with every one with whom 
he came in contact. His general, the earl of Manchester, com- 
plained of his insubordination, and he was committed to the Tower ; 
Cromwell procured his release, but he was soon again imprisoned 
for "writing a seditious book," and wh^ti he regained his liberty, 
so &r from seeking to conciliate those in power, he joined the 
Levellers, and, beside other works, wrote nis " England's new 
Chains," in which the hypocrisy and tyranny of the Council of 
State and Cromwell were mercilessly exposed. After being ac- 
quitted on a charge of treason, he was bani^ed by Act of Parlia- 
ment, early in 1652, and, in strict accordance with his character, 
refused to kneel at the bar while receiving^ sentence. When the 
parliament was overthrown by Cromwell, Lilbume returned, and 
addressed " The Banished Man's Plea" to him, but instead of favour 
was sent for trial. Here he conducted himself wiUi singular address, 
and was, after a three days' trial, acquitted. Cromwell, however, 
committed him a prisoner to Jersey, but at length became reconciled 
to him, and by letter of privy seal, dated March 31, X656, granted 
him a pension of 40s. a-week, which was on Dee. 22, 1657, continued 
to his widow Elizabeth. Lilbume had joined the new sect of Quakers, 
and was buried amonff them, Aug. 31, 1657, the funer^ being ac- 
companied by a quarrel which nearly ended in blows from a differ- 
eaee of opinion among his admirers as to using or dispensing with a 
pall to his coffin. 

* He had long favoured the Puritans, and was charged with say- 
ing that they were the king's best subjects ; hispapers being seized, 
some of them were pronounced libellous. Tne speech charged 
against him not being fully proved, it was said that he had tampered 
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suspended from office by the High Commission Court, 
July 24. 

SCOTLAND. 

A.D. 1637. A book of canons is prepared for Scot- 
land ; and a liturgy, differing in some points from that 
of the Church of England, is ordered to be used there. 
Its first celebration at Edinburgh (Sunday, July 23) is 
marked by great tumult, and the Scottish council forbear 
to press it further. 

The canons and liturgy had been prepared by the 
Scottish prelates, and revised by the archbishop of 
Canterbury ; they contained nothing but what had been 
all along held for sound doctrine and orderly discipline 
by the Church of England ; but their introducers over- 
looked the very important fact, that the Reformation in 
Scotland had been carried on by men who shook the 
throne, and regarded episcopacy as contrary to the 
Gospel, and that their disciples were littie likely to re- 
ceive with favour a book which asserted the divine right 
of kings, or a form of service which restrained the free- 
dom of praying and preaching and ministering of the 
sacraments according to his own views, which each 
minister of the Scottish kirk had so long exercised. 
This neglect was aggravated by an injudicious mode of 
proceeding. The canons and the liturgy were intro- 
duced merely by the royal authority, without any re- 
ference to the General Assembly, the recognised organ 
of the Scottish kirk, and hence they were plausibly 

with the witnesses. His friend^ Dr. Osbaldistone, who had written 
some letters which gave offence, succeeded in concealing himself, 
but the bishop was imprisoned until the general release of politicHEil 
prisoners in 1610. 
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represented as offensive at once to the national inde* 
pendence^, and to the " pure evangel" of Christ. 

A proclamation published, Aug. 18, of the king's 
determination to uphold the power of the High Com- 
mission and other ecclesiastical courts'. 

The people repair in multitudes to Edinburgh, in 
October, and petition the council to procure the with- 
drawal of the new Service-book. The council orders 
them to return to their homes, but the direction is dis- 
regarded; several of the council are ill-treated in the 
streets, (Oct 18,) its session is removed to Linlith- 
gow, and many of the bishops retire to England. 

The petition of the people (to whom most of the 
nobility and gentry had now joined themselves) is for- 
warded to the king ; he sends in answer a proclamation 
(dated Dec. 7) forbidding such assemblies under the 
penalty of treason, but the council do not at once pub« 
lish it. 

A.D. 1638. The king's proclamation is published at 
Edinburgh, Feb. 15. 

The earl of Home and several other noblemen, the 
clergy and gentry, protest against its denial of their right 
of petitioning, and, under the name of Tables, form a 

7 Scruples on this very point actuated the king himself but he 
was unfortunately induced to abandon them. 
• The civilians in these courts laboured zealously to extend their 

i'urisdiction, which gave rise to great jealousy on the part of the 
awyers ; hence prohibitions were readily granted by the king's 
courts to stay proceedings. These prohibitions it was the delight of 
the nonconformists to procure, and they were brought into court in 
the most offensive manner. Archbishop Laud mentions one thrown 
into the court, which struck him on the oreast : and another handed 
to the judge, amid jeers and laughter, on a stick. Such conduct must 
be taken into account^ when blaming the severitiee exercised in 
thia reign. 
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kind of provisional government, which keeps possession 
of Edinburgh, and in effect rules the whole country. 

The Covenant^ is drawn up and published by the 
Tables, March 1 , and is eagerly signed by all classes. 

A fresh proclamation issued, forbidding persons to 
remove to New England without license. May 1. 

The marquis of Hamilton is sent as commissioner to 
Scotland in June ; he fails to procure the renunciation 
of the Covenant. 

The king sends a declaration (dated Sept. 9)» aban- 
doning the canons and liturgy, and promising to call a 
general assembly and a parliament. 

The people, without waiting for the royal permission, 
elect a general assembly^, which meets at Glasgow, 
Nov. 21. The bishops protest against the assembly as 
illegal, and the marquis formally dissolves it, Nov. 28 ; 
but it sits notwithstanding, till Dec. 20, pronounces the 
abolition of episcopacy, deposes the bishops in a body, 
and excommunicates four of their number. 

The Covenanters prepare for war against the king : 
they levy taxes, seize on and garrison the fortresses, 
enter into formal communications with the king of 
France, invite Scottish officers and soldiers from the 
German wars, and correspond with the Puritan party in 
England °. 

* This professed to be based on a document which James YI. had 
signed in the year 1580, but a number of clauses were added, which 
gave it a new character ; the most important being one by which the 
subscribers boimd themselves to resist the attempted innovations 
against all persons whatever. 

^ It was composed, contrary to the king's wish, of equal numbers 
of ministers and laymen (styled ruling elders). 

^ **I wanted not solicitations on the behalf of the Covenanters," 
says Whitelock, " but I persuaded my friends not to foment these 
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A.D. 1639. The king levies troops agaiust the Scots, 
and publishes a declaration, (Feb. 27,) charging them 
with seeking to overthrow the regal power under pre- 
tence of religion. The Scots issue a counter declaration, 
asserting that they have no evil intention towards the 
king or the English people, but have taken up arms for 
their defence from the *' meditated introduction of po- 
pery," Feb. 7. 

The Scots seize the castles of Edinburgh, Dumbarton, 
Stirling, and other strong posts, in March. 

The king's army, under the earls of Arundel, Essex, 
and Holland, marches to York, committing many ex- 
cesses in its way ; a fleet, under the marquis of Hamil- 
ton, sails into the Frith of Forth. 

The king repairs to York, in April, where he revokes 
a number of oppressive grants and monopolies. 

The English army advances as far as Berwick, but 
soon retires without coming to hostilities ; the Scots 
then send commissioners to York, a pacification '^ is con- 
cluded, June 18, and the king soon after returns to 
London. 

The Scottish assembly and parliament meet in 
August ; they formally abolish episcopacy, and propose 
acts limiting the royal power. The parliament is in con- 
growing public differences, nor to be any means of encouraging a 
foreign nation, proud and subtle, against our natural prince, and 
feared great and evil consequences thereof.** 

<* By this treaty the Scottish army was to be immediately dis- 
banded, and the royal fortresses surrendered, but neither was done, 
and the Covenanters pursued with rigour all who had taken arms for 
the king. Disputes also arose about the terms of the treaty, and 
the Scots published a paper concerning it, which was adjudged libel- 
lous and seditious by the council in England, and was ordered to be 
burnt by the hangman. 

Bd 
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seqaence prorogued by the king's commissioner (John 
Staart, earl of Traquair), but they protest against this 
as invalid without their own consent, and send deputies 
to present a remonstrance to the king. 

A Spanish fleet is defeated by the Dutch in the 
Downs •, Oct. U, 12. 

The king prepares for a fresh war with the Scots. 
Large sums are procured from the Romanists by the 
queen's influence, whence the force equipped is invidi- 
ously styled " the popish army.** 

A.D. 1640. The Scots send fresh commissioners to 
London, one of whom (Lord Loudoun) is detected in a 
correspondence with the king of France, and is sent to 
the Tower. 

The king, by the advice of Wentworth and Laud, 
calls a parliament, after eleven years' cessation. It 
meets April 13 ; the former dispute as to voting supplies 
before grievances are redressed is resumed, and, after 
some inefiectual conferences between the two Houses, 
the parliament is dissolved. May 5. 

The convocation continues its sitting until May 29, in 
virtue of an opinion of the law officers of the crown ; it 
grants a subsidy of £120,000, and frames canons, in 
which the divine right of kings and the duty of passive 
obedience are inculcated ^. 

* The Spaniards lay in the Downs some days before they were at- 
tacked, and the king offered to escort them safely to Flanders or 
Spain for a smu of money ; but whilst the negotiation was pending, 
the Dutch bore down on them and destroy^ them, although the 
English fleet was present under Admiral Pennington. 

' An oath was also imposed by one canon (the sixth), ** for the 
preventing of all innovations in doctrine and government," refusal to 
take which was to be punished by the loss of all ecclesiastical prefer- 
ment. Another canon (the fifth), « Against Sectaries," subjected 
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An attack is made on Archbishop Laud's palace at 
Lambeth, May 11 ; this, as "levying war," is held to 
be treason by the judges, and one man is executed for 
it. May 23. 

Large contributions are raised for the king's service, 
and his army, commanded by the earls of Northumber- 
land and Strafford, and Lord Conway, advances against 
the Scots. 

The Scots enter England, Aug. 20 ; they pass the 
Tyne at Newburn, defeating there a party of the Eng- 
lish, Aug. 27, and take possession of Newcastle. 

The king, who had remained at York, summons the 
peers to meet him there on Sept. 24. 

They assemble, when the king informs them of his 
intention to call a parliament, and gives a commission to 
the earl of Essex and fifteen other peers to treat with 
commissioners from the Scots ; a cessation of arms is 
agreed on, at Ripon, Oct. 26, and the discussion of the 
various demands removed to London B. 

The High Commission Court sits for the last time, at 
St. Paul's, when the people make a tumult, tear up the 
benches, and cry, " No Bishops ! no High Commission !" 
Oct. 22. 

"Anabaptists, Brownists, Separatists, Familists," and other dissen- 
tients to the same proceedings and penalties, as far as applicable, as 
Romish recusants, and directed the burning of any " book, writing, 
or scandalous pamphlet devised against the government of the 
Churoh," equally with those inculcating Socinianism. The con> 
tinning of this convocation after the parliament had been dissolved 
was made an accusation against Archbishop Laud, though he had 
acted by legal advice. 

s One of the Scottish commissioners was Alexander Henderson, a 
preacher ; the church of St. Augustine by St. Paul's was given up to 
him, and his violent sermons had great effect in augmenting the 
popular discontent. 
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The parliament meeto** Nov. 3. " The first week," 
says Whitelock, "was spent in naming general com- 
mittees, and establishing them^, and receiving a great 
many petitions, both from particular persons and some 
from multitudes, and brought by troops of horsemen 
from several counties, craving redress of grievances and 
of exorbitances, both in Church and State." 

The bishop of Lincoln J, Prynne, Burton, Bastwick*^, 
Leighton, Lilbume, Chambers \ and many others, impri- 
soned by sentence of the Starchamber or Court of High 
Commission, bring forward complaints of their treat- 
ment ; a committee is appointed to investigate the same, 
and they are ordered to be brought to London. 

The Commons present articles of impeachment against 
the earl of Strafford™, Nov. 11, when he is committed to 

^ They chose for their Speaker William Lenthall, a bencher of 
lincolu's Inn, and member for Woodstock. 

^ See Notes and Illustrations. 

i See p. 397. 

^ A money compensation was voted to them, but it does not ap- 
pear to have been paid to the two latter, who took no further part 
in public affairs; Bastwick's widow (Susanna), however, received 
(July 7, 1655) a pension of 20s. weekly from Cromwell, which was 
increased to 40s. Dec. 24, 1655, as appears by the letters of privy 
seal. Prynne fared better, as he was employed in collecting the 
evidence against Archbishop Laud, when he treated the captive with 
extreme harshness. He at length became obnoxious to the army 
for opposing the murder of the king, but lived unnoticed during 
the Protectorate, and at the Restoration obtained the office of keeper 
of the records in the Tower, which he held till his death, in 1669. 

^ The sum of £13,680 was voted to Chambers, as a compensation 
for his sufferings and losses out of a fine of £50,000 imposed on the 
farmers of the customs. A petition of his to the parliament in 1654 
states that he received none of this money, and nad been deprived 
of a place in the customs granted to him in lieu of it. In 1656 
(July 31) he had letters of privy seal granting him the above sum 
out of the moiety of any discoveries of concealed lands, &c. that he 
might make ; but he did not succeed in this, and he died in poverty 
in 1658. 

■ The principal man in this proceeding was JAr, Pym. He was 
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the custody of the usher ; he is removed to the Tower, 
Nov. 25. 

The king at first refuses to allow any of his council to 
be examined by the parliament, but soon gives way, and 
Archbishop Laud is so examined, Dec. 4. 

Sir Francis Windebank, secretary of state, being ac- 
cused of corruptly favouring Romanists, escapes to 
France". The lord keeper. Finch of Fordwich, being 
impeached, after a speech in his own defence, before the 
Commons, flees to Holland <^. 

The canons lately made are voted unlawful, after a 
two days* debate, Dec. 16; Archbishop Laud is named 
as their author, the Scots present a complaint against 
him as " the great incendiary," and he is committed to 
the custody of the usher, Dec. 18. 

The archbishop is fined £500 as amends to Sir Eobert 
Howard, imprisoned by his order in 1637 P. 

A.D. 1641. The Commons order that '* commissions 
be sent into all counties for the defacing, demolishing, 
and quite taking away of all images, altars, or tables 
turned altar-wise, crucifixes, superstitious pictures, mo- 
bom in Somersetshire in 1584, was a lawyer, and had once held an 
office in the Exchequer. He had sat in the two preceding parlia- 
ments, and was regarded with much deference by his party. Pym 
died in the vear 1643. 

He died there soon after. 

' He had, as chief justice, been very instrumental in procuring the 
other judges* opinions in fovour of ship-money ; had been a pro- 
minent member of the Starchamber, and was believed to have ad- 
vised the sudden dissolution of the last parliament. He returned at 
the Restoration, sat on the trial of the r^cides, and died shortly 
i^>er. 

p Sir Robert had contracted an adulterous marriage with the 
Viscountess Purbeck, and had rescued her from confinement when 
sentenced to a public penance ; for this he suffered an imprisonment 
of three months in the Gatehouse at Westminster. 



400 THE STUABTS. 



numents, and reliques of idolatry, out of all churches or 
chapels 4," Jan. 23. 

Sir Edward Littleton is made lord keeper', Jan. 29. 

The charges against the earl of Strafford (twenty- 
eight in numher") are laid before the House of £x>rds, 
Jan. 30. 

An act passed (Feb. 15) ** for the prevention of incon* 
veniences happening by the long intermission of parlia- 
ments" (16 Car. I. c. 1). This important act provides 
for the meeting of a parliament at least once in three 
years ; imposes an oath on the lord chancellor and other 
officers concerned to issue the necessary writs, and, in 
case of the default of any of them, empowers the people 
to elect representatives, who shall meet on the third 
Monday in January ; the House of Commons so formed, 
as well as the House of Peers, being incapable of being 
prorogued or dissolved under fifty days from their first 
meeting without their own consent ^. 

« In oonsequence, the crosses at Charing, St. Paul's, and Ghei^' 
side were thrown down by Sir Robert Harlow ; other &natics dese- 
crated the churches, and hindered the public service. The journal 
of one of the commissioners (Thomas Dowsing, employed in the 
eastern counties,) has been preserved and published. Jt fully beaj^ 
out the complaints of Bishop Hall and others of most vile and bar- 
barous proftuiation. See Notes and Ulustrations. 

' He continued with the parliament some time after the king had 
left London, but then repaired to him, taking the great seal with 
Mm, which obliged the parliament to fabricate a new seal for them- 
selves. He died in office, Aug. 27, 1645. 

* There were at first but nine articles, but these were afterwards 
amplified into the above number. He was charged with ruling 
Ireuind and the north of England by tiie sword, and endeavouring 
to subvert the fundamental laws; with stirring up hostility with 
Scotland, and labouring to subvert parliaments. The Scottish 
commissioners and some members of the Irish parliament also ex- 
hibited charges against him, but they were in substance contained 
in the articles* exhibited by the House of Commons. 

< This act was repealed in 1664 (16 Car. II. c. 1), as being de- 
rogatory to.the Crown. 
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Sir Robert Berkley, one of the judges, accused of high 
treason, is seized on the bench and committed to prison, 
Feb. 13 ^ 

The charges against Archbishop Laud^ are brought 
forward, Feb. 26 ; he is sent to the Tower, March 1. 

The House of Commons passes a vote against bishops 
sitting in parliament, or any clerk holding temporal 
authority, March 10. 

The earl of Strafford's trial commences, before the 
earl of Arundel, as high steward, and the House of Peers, 
March 22. 

In the course of the trial (April 13), a paper is pro- 
duced against him ^, purporting to be minutes of advice 
given by him at the council-table, May 5, 1640, (" You 
have an army in Ireland that you may employ to reduce 
this kingdom to obedience") ; he denies its genuineness ; 
various points of law are argued by his counsel, and the 
Peers seem unlikely to convict him. 

The Commons pass a bill of attainder against him^, 
April 21, to which the Lords at length consent, April 
29. 

The king addresses the parliament, desiring them to 

" He was subsequently released without trial, on payment of a 
composition of ^10,000. 

' There were fourteen original and ten supplementary articles, but 
all may be comprised under the three heads of endeavouring (1) to 
subvert the fundamental laws of the realm and introduce arbitrary 
government ; (2) to subvert true religion and introduce popery ; and 
(3) to subvert the rights of parliament. 

» It was brought forward by Sir Henry Vane, who professed he 
had found it among the papers of his father, the secretary of state. 

« Lord Digby, son of the earl of Brmtol, and fifty-four others voted 
a^inst it ; ■Sieir names were posted in the streets as^'* Straffordians, 
who, to save a traitor, would betray their country,** The House, 
when complained to, refused to notice this infringement of its free> 
dom of debate. 



408 THE STUABTS. 



spare the life of the earl, '* whom in honour and con- 
science he cannot believe guilty of treason, and there* 
fore will not consent to the bill against him," but con- 
fessing him to be unfit evermore to be employed in any 
place of trust. May 1. 

Some preachers on the next day (Sunday) incite the 
multitude to demand the execution of the earl ; they 
accordingly repair tumultuously to Westminster the fol- 
lowing day. May 3. 

The king endeavours to procure the escape of the earl 
from the Tower, but the plan is frustrated by the vigil- 
ance of the lieutenant. Sir William Balfour 7. 

A plan to bring the English army from the north to 
overawe the parliament * is discovered. The Commons 
in consequence draw up a Protestation (May 5) of their 
resolve to maintain the Protestant faith against Romish 
innovation, to protect the king's person, the freedom of 
the parliament, and the rights and liberties of the sub- 
ject. This Protestation was also taken by the peers and 
bishops, but a bill intended to impose it on all classes 
jnsls rejected. 

The king at length gives his consent, by commission, to 
the act of attainder of the earl of Strafford* [16 Car. I. 

' He was a Scottish Covenanter, who had been placed in that 
office at the express demand of the Commons. 

■ The plan, m which Jermyn, Groring, Legg, and others of the 
royal officers were participators, was clearly proved to have received 
the sanction of the king, and it served ever after with his adversaries 
as an argument of his bad &ith. 

* The king is understood to have yielded to the sophistical reason* 
ing of the bishop of Liucoln, in deserting Strafifora ; and even his 
devoted subject. Archbishop Laud, cannot forbear to censure him. 
He justly remarks, that the king's speech of his determination not 
to assent to the bill ''displeased mightily, and I verily think it has- 
tened the earl's death. And, indeed, to what end should the king 
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c. 38], May 10 ; as also to an act " to prevent inconve- 
niences which may happen by the untimely adjourning, 
proroguing, or dissolving of this present parliament" 
[c. 7], which provides that neither House shall be ad- 
journed except at their own order, or the parliament 
dissolved except by act of parliament ^. 

The king sends a letter to the Lords, requesting them 
to confer with the Commons on some means of sparing 
the earFs life, May 1 1 ; they decline to do so, and he is 
beheaded on Tower-Hill^, May 12. 

The pacification with Scotland ratified by parliament 
[c. 17], and £300,000 secured as "friendly assistance 
and relief promised to our brethren of Scotland," [c. 
18]. 

A subsidy of tunnage and poundage granted [c. 8]. 

come voluntarily to say this, and there, unless he would have bided 
by it, whatever came ? And it had been far more regal to reject the 
bill when it had been brought to him, (his conscience standing so as 
his Majesty openly professed it did,) than to make this honourable 
preface, and let the oill pass after." 

*» The reason assigned for this act, which in reality overthrew the 
royal authority, was, that the large sums of money necessary to be 
borrowed for the payment of the armies, which it was desired to dis- 
band, could not be had " until such obstacles are first removed as 
are occasioned by fears, jealousies, and apprehensions of divers his 
Majesty's loyal subjects, that this present parliament may be ad< 
joumed, prorogued, or dissolved before justice shall be duly executed 
upon delinquents, public grievances redressed, a firm peace between 
the two nations of England and Scotland concluded, and before 
sufficient provision be made for the repayment of the said moneys 
so to be raised." 

** As he passed to execution he received the blessing of his fellow- 
captive. Archbishop Laud, who, in the history of his own Troubles 
and Trial, thus notices his death: "In their judgment who were 
men of worth, and some upon, some near the scaffold, he made 
a patient, and pious, and courageous end ' insomuch, that some 
doubted whether his death had more of the Roman or the Christian 
in it, it was so full of both. And, notwithstanding this hard fate 
which fell upon him, he is dead with more honour than any of them 
will gain wluch hunted after his life." 
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This grant was but from May 25 to July 15, 1641 ^, and 
any officer presuming to levy it after that time was to 
incur the penalties of praemunire, and also be disabled 
during his life to sue in any court. 

A poll-tax is levied for the payment and disbanding of 
both armies, [c. 9]. Dukes were to pay £100 ; bishops 
£60 ; other ranks less ; gentlemen of £ 1 00 per annum 
were taxed at £5 ; freemen of companies, Is. ; and 
meaner persons, 6d. ; Romish recusants were assessed 
in double rates. 

The bishop of Norwich (Matthew Wren) is committed 
to the Tower, on the complaint of the Commons, July 5. 

Five of the judges who had argued in favour of ship- 
money (Bramston, Crawley, Davenport, Trevor, and 
Weston) are imprisoned ; an act is passed whereby all 
their proceedings in the matter are declared void, and 
all records and processes concerning the same made 
void and cancelled [c. 14]. 

An act passed " for regulating the Privy Council, and 
for taking away the court commonly called the Star- 
chamber," [c. 10], This act asserts that all matters 
heretofore examined in the Starchamber are cognizable 
by the common law, affirms that the king and his council 
have no jurisdiction, power, or authority over any man's 
estate ^, and forbids the attempt to exercise such by any 



d The grant was continued, by six subsequent acts [oc. 12, 22, 25, 
29, 31; 36], to July 2, 1642 ; the purpose evidently being to extort 
concessions as the price of each renewal. 

* As a consequence of this, the court of the president and council 
of WaJes, the council of the North, and the palatine courts of Lan* 
caster and Chester, were abolished, the first two entirel^^ the others 
only so far as they had imitated the arbitrary jurisdiotion of the 
Starchamber, 
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officer whatever, on pain of £500 penalty for the first 
ofi^ence, £1,000 for the second, and disability to hold 
office, or to make or receive any gift, grant, or convey- 
ance of lands, &c., for the third. 

The High Commission Court abolished, and the erec- 
tion of any new court with like powers forbidden, [c. 

11]. 

The Stannary and Forest Courts regulated, [cc. 15, 
16]. The jurisdiction of the first was confined, under 
heavy penalties, to causes arising among the tinners ; 
and the limits of forests were ordered to be ascertained 
by commissioners ^ 

Writs to compel the taking of the order of Knight- 
hood abolished 8, [c. 20]. 

An act passed for the relief of captives taken by 
Turkish, Moorish, and other pirates, [c. 24], For this 
purpose an additional duty of 5 per cent, was laid on 
merchandize for three years; it was to be received by 
the corporation of London, and laid out by a committee 
of both Houses in providing for the safeguard of the 
seas, the neglect of which, by evil ministers, the act 
states, had occasioned many to be taken captives, who, 
being used with extreme cruelty, had become renegades. 

The sum of £61,125 1 2s. 2d. voted as compensation 
to Hollis, Selden, Chambers, and others, July 8. 

The English and Scottish armies are disbanded on the 
same day, Aug. 6. 

The king goes to Scotland early in August, being 
accompanied by Lord Howard of Eskrick, Sir Philip 

' At the same time the Earl MarshaPs Court was voted a griev- 
Mice, and abolished, without the passing of any statute, 
s Seep. 386. 
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Stapleton and Mr. Hampden, who keep up the inter- 
coarse between the malcontents in both kingdoms. 

The Commons impeach thirteen of the bishops for 
their share in the canons of 1640^, Aug. 13. 

The Scottish parliament assembles, Aug. 17; all the 
recent proceedings against the bishops are confirmed by 
the king, and a portion of their revenues appropriated 
to the various universities. /The king gives new titles 
and important offices to the chief actors in the late 
troubles K 

The parliament adjourns, Sept. 8, but both Houses 
appoint committees to sit during the recess. 

The committee of the Peers consisted of the earl of 
Essex (whom the king had lately appointed general of 
his forces south of Trent, with extensive powers,) and 
fifteen others ; they shewed little activity, confining them- 
selves to merely formal correspondence with the ofiicers 
charged with the disbanding of the armies. The com- 
mittee of the Commons acted very differently ; they were 
fifty in number, and had for their chairman Mr. Pym, 
under whose direction they became in effect the rulers of 
the nation. They carried on inquiries regarding those 
whom the House had voted delinquents; listened to 
everv information, whether well or ill-founded, which 
might discredit the king and his ministers, and issued 
orders on all kinds of subjects, and merely on their 
own authority. But, as might be expected, their chief 
efforts were directed to overthrow the constitution of 

k See p. 402. 

^ Lesley, the general, was made earl of Leven ; lord Loudoun 
(formerly imprisoned for correspondirig "with the French king), an 
earl ; the earl of Argyle was created a marquis. 
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the Church, which Archhishop Laud had so zealously 
lahoured to uphold ; they thrust their own partisans into 
vacant livings, practised every kind of annoyance and 
injury to the clergy, suspended the performance of the 
Liturgy, and encouraged in the populace a contempt for 
holy places and things, which soon resulted in the most 
grievous profanation of churches and tombs, and in the 
open promulgation of the impious opinions of the Ana- 
baptists and Socinians. 

IRELAND. 

A.D. 1641. A formidable insurrection breaks out in 
the north of Ireland, Oct. 23. 

The success of the Scots in their recent contest in- 
spired the Romanists of Ireland with a hope of ob- 
taining in like manner a redress of many grievances, 
under which they had long laboured, and regarding 
which they had just reason to complain of the bad 
faith of the king and his advisers J. Their time-ho- 
noured customs of tanistry and gavelkind ''^ had been 
declared illegal by the courts ; whole counties had been 
claimed as belonging to the crown, on the most iniquitous 
pretexts^; the property of their oldest and wealthiest 

i In 1628 the king had, for a large sum of money (£120,000), agreed 
to a series of Graces, as they were termed, bv which, among other 
things, the oath of supremacy was dispensed with, recusants were 
allowed to practise in the courts of law, and a promise was given 
that claims by the crown to concealed property should be limited to 
sixty years ; these concessions were to be ratified by a parliament, 
but by the dishonest management of Wentworth this was defeated, 
although the money had been paid. 

^ See vol. i. pp. 251, 252. 
Wentworth, in his letters, avows his opinion that Ireland was 
a conquered country, and that therefore its inhabitants had neither 
rights nor property except by express grant from the crown. .Acting 
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families had been thus greatly diminished, and what 
remained to them was manifestly insecure. Added to 
this, the vehement language of the Puritan party, which 
had now gained so fatal an ascendancy in England, filled 
them with fears of a settled design to extirpate their re- 
ligion; and, whilst they were excluded from offices of 
honour or profit, they saw the humble dependants of the 
'* undertakers** for the new plantations sitting in parlia- 
ment, or acting as magistrates. The iron rule of Went- 
worth prevented more than murmurs and secret con- 
federacies, but now that he was no more, and the 
king's authority was in reality extinct, the energy and 
eloquence of one man sufficed to determine them on 
an appeal to arms. 

This was Roger More, a gentleman of Kildare, whose 
family estate had been reduced to one-tenth of its ori- 
ginal size by the aggressions of the English planters. 
He procured the co-operation of Sir Phelim O'Neal ^ (a 
kinsman of the attainted earl of Tyrone), of Lord Innis- 
killen (Cornelius McGuire), and many other native Irish 



on this, be claimed the whole province of Clonnaught, as giveir by 
Henry III. to Richard de Bui^h, and reannexed to the crown by De 
Burgh's descendant, Edward IV. A jury at Galway returned a ver- 
dict that the grant in question was only of certain royalties, not of 
the fee-simple of the land ; tiiey were heavily fined and imprisoned, 
and Uie fi:eeholders were intimidated into the surrender of from one- 
third to one half of their lands, upon which it was proposed to found 
new English plantations. These grievances fell heavily upon the 
whole body of Romanists, while at the same time the Protestant 
settlers were harassed by inquiries into the mode in which they had 
fulfilled the conditions of their grants, and rendered almost as dis- 
contented as the native Irish. 

n He had studied the law in Lincoln's Inn, and professed Pro- 
testantism ; but he now avowed himself a Romanist. After a va- 
riety of fortune he was captured by the republicans and executed, 
in 1662. 
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chieftains, and expecting at least the neutrality of the 
Anglo-Irish lords of the Pale, he planned a surprise of 
Dublin Castle and a general rising in Ulster, both to 
be attempted on the same day, October 23, 1641. 

The attempt on Dublin miscarried, owing to a prema- 
ture disclosure of the plot to one Owen Conolly, who 
carried the news to the lords justices, but the rising in 
Ulster was at first successful ; the open country was 
ravaged, most of the newly-founded towns captured, and 
the unhappy settlers either killed on the spot, or driven 
to take refuge in Dublin, where famine and sickness 
made awful ravages among them. 

The lords justices sent urgent messages for succour, 
both to the king in Scotland and to the English parlia- 
ment ; fortified Dublin, and endeavoured to induce the 
Anglo-Irish to take the field against the insurgents ; but 
this few of them would do ; though opposed in other 
matters, they were united to O'Neal by community of 
faith, and the threats of the Puritans. Some troops, 
however, arrived from England, the natives were worsted 
in many encounters, and horrible cruelties were com- 
mitted on both sides °. The marquis of Ormond laboured 
zealously to preserve the semblance of the royal autho- 
rity, but in this he was opposed as much by the troops of 
the parliament as by those of the confederate Catholics ; 

" In Rushworth (vol. iii.) may be seen a long list of butcheries 
said to have been committed by the Bomanists on the Protestants, 
grounded on inquisitions taken some years after ; but it is remark- 
able that the lords justices, writing at the very time, make no men- 
tion of any such general massacre of the Protestants (amounting to 
t^,000 according to some writers, to 40,000 or 50,000 according to 
others,) as is usually said to have occurred. The contest was doubt- 
less embittered by the difference of creeds, but it unquestionably 
arose rather from political than purely religious causes : the Boman- 
ists armed to preserve their estates. 
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with the latter he at length concluded an armistice, 
(Sept. 15, 1643), the king, though douhtless m no way 
connected with the original rising, as his enemies asserted, 
having before this negotiated with the Irish for their help 
against his parliament ^. On the ruin of the royal cause 
in England, Ormond was obliged to make a treaty with 
the parliament (June 19, 1647) and withdraw to the 
continent. The Assembly of Kilkenny refused to be 
bound by the stipulations that he had made, and the 
triumphant republicans carried on the war until they had 
effected more than any of the English kings had ever 
done, and by the complete conquest of the island were 
enabled to portion it out by the sword among their 
adherents. 



A.D. 1641. The parliament reassembles, Oct. 20; 
they receive information of the events in Ireland, Oct. 
25 ; the king commits the conduct of the war to them. 

The king fills up several vacant bishoprics P, on which 
the Commons remonstrate, but fail to procure the con- 
currence of the Peers. 

The king returns to England; he is entertained by 
the citizens of London, with great apparent cordiality, 
Nov. 25. He removes the next day to Hampton Court, 
and shortly after revokes the commission of the earl of 
Essex. 

** His agent was Lord Glamorgan (Edwafd Somerset, afterwards 
marquis of Worcester), who was empowered to treat with them 
without the knowledge of Ormond, the lord-lieutenant. Charles was 
80 disingenuous as to disavow him, and declare that he had exceeded 
his instructions ; but the original documents remain, and they prove 
that such was not the case. 

p Bristol, Carlisle^ Chichester, Exeter, Norwich, Salisbury, Wor- 
cester, and York. 
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The Commons draw up a vehement Remonstrance, 
which they present to the king^, Dec. I. 

The king returns to Whitehall, early in Decemher; 
many gentlemen offer their services as a hody-guard ', 
between whom and the populace skirmishes daily take 
place. 

The bishops, being daily assaulted on their way to 
the parliament, at length draw up. at the recommenda- 
tion of Williams, archbishop of York, a protest against 
" all laws, orders, votes, resolutions, and determinations'* 
passed during their " enforced absence/* Dec. 28. 

The protest is communicated to the parliament, Dec. 

29, and on the complaint of the Commons, the sign- 
ers, twelve in number, are committed to the Tower", 
Dec. 30. 

*^ It consisted of no less than 206 articles, and dwelt with bitter- 
ness on every harsh or illegal act that had been committed by the 
government from the period of the king's accession. It was printed, 
and widely distributed, and had a most baneful effect on the people, 
who crowded daily to the parliament-house, attacked the bishops, 
and menaced the court 

' They were commanded by Colonel Lunsford, a Romanist and a 
man of bad character : the appellations Cavaliers and Roundheads 
arose from these conflicts. The king named Lunsford governor of tht 
Tower, Dec. 23, but revoked the appointment three days after. 

• They were, John Williams, archbishop of York ; Thomas Mor- 
ton, George Coke, and Godfrey Groodman, bishops of Durham, 
Hereford, and Gloucester ; Joseph Hall, John and Morgan Owen, of 
Norwich, St. Asaph, and Llandaff ; William Fierce, Robert Skinner, 
and John Towers, of Bath and Wells, Oxford, and Peterborough ; 
Matthew Wren and Robert Wright, of Ely, and Coventry and Lich- 
field. ** We poor souls," says one of their number, Bishop HaU, in 
his ^ Hard Measure," '' who little thought that we had done any- 
thing that might deserve a chiding, are now called to our knees at 
the bar, and charged severally with high treason, being not a httie 
astonished at the suddenness of this crimination, compared with the 
perfect innocency of our own intentions, which were only to bring 
us to our due places in parliament with safety and speed, without 
the least purpose of any man's offence ; but now traitors we are in 
all the haste, and must be dealt with accordingly. For on January 

30, in all the extremity of frost, at eight o'clock in the dark evening, 

£ e 
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The Commons apply to the king for a guard, under 
the command of the earl of Essex, Dec. 31 ; the king 
refuses. 

A.D.'1642. The attorney-general (Sir Edward Her- 
bert), by order of the king, exhibits articles of treason 
in the House of Lords against Lord Kimbolton and ^ve 
members of the Commons ^ Jan. 3, and demands that 
they be delivered up. Meanwhile the Commons pass a 
vote empowering their members to stand on their de- 
fence against any arrest ; the parties retire into the city; 
under the protection of the trained hands, but their 
lodgings are searched, and their papers seized. 

The king comes to the House, attended by a large 
guard, and demands the delivery of the members, Jan. 
4. "At his unexpected comiiig into the House,'* says 
Whitelock, " they were in a very great amazement, but 
upon his going away, and so as he might hear them, the 
House was in a great disorder, crying aloud, many of 
them together, ' Privilege ! privilege !* '* 

The Commons vote the king's coming " in a warlike 
manner" a high breach of privilege, declare the order 
for the apprehension of the five members "false, scan- 
are we voted to the Tower ; only two of our number had the fietvour, 
of the black rod by reason of their age, which though desired by a 
noble lord on my behalf, would not be granted ; wherein I acknowledge 
and bless the gracious providence of my God, for had I been gratified 
I had been undone both in body and purse ; the rooms b^ng strait, 
and the expense beyond the reach of my estate." 

*■ Lord Kimbolton (Edward Montagu) became earl of Manchester, 
and a general of the pai'liamentary army, but was displaced by the 
Self-denying Ordinance. The commoners were, John Hampden, the 
opponent of ship mone;y ; Pym, the leader of the proceedings against 
Strafford ; Sir Arthur Hasilrigge, afterwards a regicide, and who died 
in the 'J ower in 1661 ; Denzu Holies, afterwards earl of Clare ; and 
William Strode, son of one of the members imprisoned in 1629. 
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dalous, and illegal," assert that they cannot safely sit 
without a guard, tvhich the king has refused them, and 
adjourn the House, Jan. 5, appointing committees ^ to sit 
in the city. 

The king goes into the city, Jan. 5, and explains his 
proceedings and intentions regarding the five mem- 
bers v. 

The parliamentary committee collects evidence as to 

the king's coming to the House, Jan. 6, 7 ; the citizens 

petition the king, complaining of neglect of the affairs of 

* Ireland, and also of his attempt to seize the members, 

Jan. 7* 

The king issues a fresh proclamation to arrest the 
members, Jan. 8 ; the parliamentary committee arranges 
for protecting them in their return to the House. 

The king, alarmed at the preparations in the city, re- 
tires to Hampton Court, Jan. 10, and removes on Jan. 
12 to Windsor. 

The parliament reassembles, Jan. 1 1 ; the five mem- 
bers are brought back in triumph, attended by an armed 
force both by land and water \ 

Lord Digby, Colonel Lunsford, and others, appear in 
arms for the king at Kingston, Jan. 12 ; the parliament 
votes them traitors. Lunsford is captured and com- 
mitted to the Tower, but Digby escapes to the continent. 

« One was charged with the afiairs of Ireland ; the other was to 
concert measures for the safety of the accused memhers. The first 
sat in the Guildhall, the other occupied sometimes Grocers'-hall, 
sometimes Merchant Taylors*>hall. 

" He was received with sullen silence, the only exception being 
that one man (Henry Walker, an ironmonger) raised the ominous 
cry, " To your tents, O Israel !** 

*■ Skippon, the sergeant-major-general of the London trained 
bands, was the commander. 
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A large body of Buckinghamshire freeholders repair 
to the king at Hampton Coart, and complain of the ac- 
casation against their member (John Hampden), Jan. 
12 ; the king informs them that he has abandoned the 
charges. 

The Commons by vote secure possession of the Tower, 
Portsmouth, and Hull^, Jan. 12, impeach the attorney- 
general', Jan. 15; and draw up a declaration of their 
privileges, Jan, 17. 

The king sends a message, Jan. 20, desiring the par- 
liament to digest all their demands and grievances into 
one body, and promising his favourable consideration of 
whatever they may propose. 

The Commons express their thanks (Jan. 26), but 
desire, " as a sure ground of safety and c<mfidence»*' 
that the king will place the militia in the hands of such 
persons only as they shall recommend to him ; the king 
declines to comply. 

An act passed to disable persons in holy orders to 
exercise any temporal jurisdiction or authority, [16 Car. 
L c. 27]. They were not to have place in parliament, 
or in the privy council, neither were they to act as jus- 

y There was an idea that the king had received the promise of a 
force from France, which was to land at Portsmouth. Goring, the 
governor, attempted to hold the town, but was driven out by the 
earl of £ssex. The Tower had a lai^ quantity of stores, which the 
king had endeavoured to remove, but which was now prevented by 
a blockade, under Skippon ; and in Hull was 16,000 stand of arms, 
placed there on the recent disbandmeot. Through the activity of 
Sir John Hotham, the king was prevented from entering Hull, and 
an attempt to besiege that town was the first operation of the un- 
happy civil war. 

* He escaped to the king^ went abroad on the ruin of the royal 
cause, and received the nominal office of lord-keeper from Charles 11. 
in 1663 ; he was soon displaced by Hyde,?and died in poverty at 
Paris in 1667. 
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tices of the peace, or to execute any commission under 
the crown ; any such acts done hy them were to be void ^. 

Several statutes were passed for " the speedy and 
effectual reducing of the rebels in His Majesty's king- 
dom of Ireland." A body of soldiers was ordered to 
be pressed [c. 28], and contributions were solicited [c. 
30] ; but these being uncertain, a levy of £400,000 
was decreed, to be paid into the chambers of London 
and York [c. 32] ; beside which, as ** divers worthy 
and well-afiected persons had perceived that many mil- 
lions of acres of the rebels' lands of that kingdom 
which go under the name of profitable lands would 
be confiscate and to be disposed of/' 2,500,000 acres 
were at once offered to persons who would adventure 
money ^ ; the sums were to be paid into the Chamber of 
London, in four instalments, and corporations were al- 
lowed to subscribe, [cc. 33, 34, 35], Very large sums 
were thus raised, but they were mainly applied to the 
purposes of the parliament in England, and the settlers 
in Ireland were left almost entirely to their own re- 
sources. 

The queen passes over to Holland*', where she sells 
or pawns the crown jewels, and buys arms and military 
stores for the king, February. 

* The king was with muoh difficulty induced to give liis consent 
to this act, and its repeal was one of the earUest measures at the 
Restoration, [13 Car. II. c. 2]. 

*» They were divided into lots of 1,000 acres each, "all accord- 
ing to the English measure, and consisting of meadow, arable, and 
profitable pasture ; the bogs, woods, and barren mountains being cast 
in over and above." The sum paid was different for each province. 
In Ulster the price was £200; in Connaught £300; in Munster 
£450 ; in Leinster £600. 

*^ The pretext for this journey was the marriage of her daughter 
Mary to William, prince of Orange, the Stadtholder. 
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The king retires to Theobalds, Feb. 28 ; tbe parlia^ 
ment again desire the control of the militia^, and beg 
that he will not withdraw from London , March 1 ; he 
declines compliance*. 

The parliament direct the earl of Northnmberland, 
lord high admiral, to take the command of the fleet ^, 
in order to prevent the landing of supplies from the 
queens. 

The earls of Pembroke and Holland, and some mem- 
bers of the Commons, are sent to the king at New- 
market, March 9, to remonstrate on his proceedings ; 
an angry conference ensaes^. On their return the Houses 
vote that the king*s absence is fatal to the affairs of 
Ireland, and that those who have advised it are justly 
to be suspected as favourers of the rebellion there. 

The parliament vote that their ordinance for the de* 
fence of the kingdom is to be obeyed, and that the 

^ Though styled a petition, their oommunication was more like a 
threat, as they told the king that if he should not be pleased to fol- 
low their humble advice, they should be constrained, to prevent 
future fears and jealousies, to settle that necessary business of the 
militia without him. They acted up to this by ordinances, Feb. 26, 
and March 5, 1642, which appointed fifty-five persons commissioners 
of array, with power to suppress " all insurrections, rebellions, and 
invasions." 

* The king journeyed on, by easy stages, to York: he i«ached 
Royston, March 3 ; Newmarket, 7 ; Huntingdon, 14 * Stamford, 1 ) ; 
Newark, 17 ; Doncaster, 18 ; York, 19. While at HuntiDgdou he 
visited the remarkable establishment of the Ferrars at Little Gidding. 
See Notes and Illustrations. 

' The earl of Warwick was his lieutenant ; the king sent Sir John 
Penning^n to obtain possession of the fleet, but he failed. 

' A ship-load of stores sent by her was captured, but several 
vessels arrived safely, and an ordinance was passed Dec. 10, 1642, 
for fitting out a fleet of cruisers. 

^ To a chaiige of consenting to Jermyn's design of bringing in the 
army to coerce the parliament (see p. 408), tbe king answered, " It 
is false :" and, when taxed with the treason of Captain L^g, ** lliat's 
a lie." 
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king's commissions of lieutenancy are illegal and void, 
April 15. 

The king sends a message to the parliament from 
Huntingdon, offering to proceed to Ireland, and inform- 
ing them that he has prepared a bill concerning the 
militia ; they return no answer. 

The king is refused entrance into Hull, by Sir John 
Hotham, April 23 ; he complains to the parliament, but 
they justify Hotham, and remove the arms and stores 
to London. 

The king and the parliament exchange their bills 
about the militia, but no agreement can be effected. 

The parliament direct their ordinance for the militia 
to be carried out*, May 5; the king denounces it as 
illegal, and summons the gentry of York to form a 
guard for the protection of his person. 

The parliament vote this treason, and order all 
sherifis and others to oppose it, May 28. 

The king in return declares the ordinance for the mi- 
litia treasonable, and summons the people of Yorkshire 
to repair to him ; the parliament forbid them to do so. 

Lord Falkland, (Lucius Gary,) Mr. Hyde^, and several 

* In piimiance of this, the parliament mustered six regiments of 
the London trained bands, under Skippon, in Finsbury- fields. May 
10 ; on hearing of it, the king assembled a troop of horse, and one 
ragiment of foot ; the horsemen were gentry who served at their 
own charge, but the foot were paid weekly by the king. 

^ They had before held correspondence clandestinely with him. 
Lord Falkland became secretary of state, and was killed at New- 
bury ; Mr. Hyde was made chancellor of the exchequer. 

Edward Hyde was bom in Wiltshire in 1608, and was educated at 
Magdalen Hall, Oxford. On the decline of the royal cause he found 
shelter in Jersey for awhile, and was a valued adherent of Charles II. 
in exile. At the Restoration he was made lord chancellor, and earl 
of Clarendon, but soon became unpopular, being accused of cor- 
ruption ; a chai^ to which the sale of Dunkirk, and his own mag- 



424 THE 8TUAKT6. 



other moderate members of the parliament, withdraw, 
aad repair to the king. In consequence, all the members 
are ordered to attend the Houses, on pain of forfeiting 
£100 towards the expenses of the Irish war^ 

The parliament send propositions of peace "^ to the 
king, June 2 ; he rejects them. 

The lord-keeper, Littleton, sends the great seal to the 
king, and shortly after leaves the parliament and joins 
him, early in June. 

The king makes a solemn declaration before his peers 
and councillors at York of his intention to exercise a 
legal government, June 13; the assembly in general 
signify their adhesion to him. 

The king invites his people to supply him with money, 
horses, and arms, pledging his parks and forests for 
their repayment. 

nificent style of livings, gave probability. He was in 1667 deprived 
of office, and banished oy act of parliament, [19 & 20 Car. II. c. 2] ; 
he passed throu|?h France to Montpellier, and then back to Rouen, 
where he died, Dec. 9, 1674. His daughter Anne became the wife of 
the duke of York, and the mother of two queens. Lord Claren- 
don's History of the Rebellion, and his Life, though in some places 
partial and in others inaccurate, are indispensable to the historical 
studeat. 

^ Many of tiie absentees were by another vote deprived of their 
seats. 

■ They were nineteen in number. They desired that the king's 
council should not consist of less than fifteen, or more than twenty- 
four members ; that these and the great officers of state should be 
subject to the approval of parliament ; that an oath should be taken 
by them for the maintenance of the Petition of Right ; that the edu- 
cation and marriages of the royal family should be subject to the 
consent of parliament ; the militia and the castles of the kingrdom 
placed in their hands ; delinquents left to justice ; the laws against 
Komanists executed, and Romish peers excluded £rom pariiament, 
firm alliance made only with Protestant states ; reparation made to 
any who had been deprived of office, or prosecuted (as the earl of 
Essex, Lord Kimbolton, the five members, &c.), and a general 
pardon gi-antdd, with such exceptions only as the Houses might 
require. 
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The king visits Lincoln and Nottingham, in July, 
and makes a similar declaration to that at York. 

The earl of Leicester (Robert Sydney) is appointed 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland, June 14 ; he does not go 
there, and the office is bestowed (Nov. 13) on the mar- 
quis of Ormond". 

The Houses vote that an army shall be raised "for 
the defence of the king and parliament,'' appointing the 
earl of Essex captain-general<^, and the earl of Bedford 
(William Russell) general of the horse, July 12. 

The king proclaims Essex and his officers guilty of 
treason, (Aug. 2,) and orders the marquis of Hertford, 
(William Seymour,) his lieutenant-general, to march 
against them. 

The parliament vote the king's commissioners of array 
to be traitors, Aug. 9. 

The king sets up his standard at Nottingham, Mon- 
day, August 22. 

The king sends propositions of accommodation to the 
parliament, Aug. 25 ; they decline to entertain them, 
while his standard continues spread, and they are de- 

> James Butler, suocessively earl, marquis, and duke of Ormond, 
was bom in London in 1610, and was educated by Archbishop 
Abbot. He is fftvourably known for his honest and able government 
of Ireland, of which country he was four times lord-lieutenant ; 
namely, from 1642 to 1647 ; 1648 to 1650 ; 1662 to 1669 ; and 1677 
to 168v>. He passed several years in poverty with the exiled king, 
and on the Restoration experienced little gratitude from him for all 
his sufferings and losses. Ormond did not long survive his last recall 
from his post, dying July 21, 1688. 

° Eobert Devereuz, son of the fietvourite of Elizabeth. He had 
served in the Low Countries, and was esteemed a good generaL A 
committee was, however, associated with him, ** to take subscrip- 
tions of loans, and order matters concerning malignants, and con- 
sider of the good of the army. " He was displaced on the remodel- 
ling of the army, and died in 1646. 
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nounced as traitors. He sends a fresh message (Sept. 3), 
offering to recal his proclamation against Essex and 
others, if they will do the same ; they vote a reply, " that 
the arms of the parliament for religion, laws, and liber- 
ties of the kingdom, shall not be laid down till de- 
linquents be left to jastice, that their estates may dis- 
charge the debts of the commonwealth." 

Portsmouth surrendered to the parliament by Colonel 
Goring, Sept. 9. 

Sir John Hotham sallies from Hull, and obliges the 
king's forces nnder the earl of Lindsay (Robert Bertie) 
to withdraw. 

The king collects a considerable force, and makes his 
head -quarters at Shrewsbury ^ Sept. 20 ; the parlia- 
mentary forces march towards him, under the command 
of the earl of Essex. 

The parliament send Walter Strickland as their resi- 
dent to Holland, to induce the States to prohibit assist- 
ance being given to the king. 

The king marches from Shrewsbury towards London, 
when the parliament order the city to be fortified'. 

Essex garrisons Northampton and other towns, and 
recovers Worcester from Prince Rupert^. He then fol- 



' The day before he mustered his forces at WeUington, and made 
a solemn protestation of his intention to respect the rights and 
liberties of his people, and to abide by the various laws to which he 
had recently consented. 

1 "It was wonderful," says Whitelock, "to see how the women 
and children and vast numbers of people would come to work, about 
digging and carrying of earth, to make their new fortifications." 

' The prince had seized the city shortly before, and on Sept. 2ij 
defeated a strong party of the parliamentary horse, under Colonel 
Sandys, who was roorteuly wounded. 

Prmce Rupert, bom in 1619, was nephew of the king, and a man 
of distinguished talent and bravery. His conduct, however, was rash 
and overbearing, and having surrendered Bristol too readily, he was 
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lows the king's army, and overtaking it at Edgehill, 
(near Kineton, in Warwickshire,) a bloody, but inde- 
cisive, battle, is fought there, Sunday, Oct. 23. The 
king moves to Oxford, of which he takes possession, 
Oct. 26; Essex returns to London, Nov. 7, and re- 
ceives a gratuity of £5,000 from the parliament*. 

The parliament invite the assistance of the Scots; 
their application is favourably received. 

A General Assembly meets at Kilkenny, Oct. 24. It 
invites partisans, makes a seal, levies money for the 
support of an army, orders an oath of association to 
be taken, and commits the government to a Supreme 
Council of 24, of which Viscount Mountgarret is the 
president *. 

The civil war had now commenced in earnest. In 
Wales, Cornwall, and Yorkshire, the king had strong 
bodies of troops ; he himself possessed Oxford, and 
Prince Bupert kept the whole country between th^ 
city and London in constant alarm ^. The king resolved 

desired to leave the kingdom. In 1648 he commanded a part of the 
revolted fleet, but was chased from sea to sea by Blake, and escap- 
ing his pursuit lived in retirement until the Restoration. He re- 
turned with Charles II., again served at sea, and died Nov. 29, 1682. 
His elder brother Charles Louis associated himself with the parlia- 
mentarians, but his yoimger brother Maurice served the king, and 
accompanying Rupert in his cruises, perished at sea in 1650. 

' The widows, orphans, and wounded of their party received a 
solemn promise of relief, Oct. 25, and on March 6, 1643, an ordi- 
nance was made for an assessment on each parish for their support. 

* On Nov. 15 it was determined to appoint agents "to be em- 
ployed to his majesty, hereby to inform his majesty's highness of 
the motives and causes of raising this holy war, and other tiie 
grievances of this kingdom at this present." 

" A raiment of his horse was quartered at Fawley Court, the 
property of Whitelock, whose description of their proceedings may 
give some idea of the miserable state of the land, when such or 
worse outrages were peipetrated by both parties in every quarter : — 

"Sir John Biron and his brother," he says, " commanded those 
horse, and gave order that they should conunit no insolence at my 
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to march on London, when proposals of peace were sent 
to him, and conferences appointed to be held at Windsor, 
(Nov. 11,) but he still advanced, possessed himself, after 
a sharp fight, of Brentford^ Nov, 12, and on the fol- 
lowing day came to Tumham-green, but was there faced 
by Essex^, and, without fighting, retired to Colnbrook, 

house, nor plunder my goods ; but soldiers are not easily governed 
against their plunder, or persuaded to restrain it ; for there being 
about 1,000 of the king's horse quartered in and about the house, 
and none but servants there, there was no insolence or outrage 
usually committed by common soldiers on a reputed enemy which 
was omitted by these brutish fellows at my house. . . . They spent 
and consumed 100 load of com and hay, littered their horses with 
sheaves of good wheat, and gave them all sorts of com in the straw ; 
divers writings of consequence, and books which were left in my 
study, some of them they tore in pieces, others they burnt to light 
their tobacco, and some theycanied away with them, to my extreme 
great loss and prejudice in wanting the writings of my estate, and 
losing very many excellent manuscripts of my father's and others, 
and some of my own labours. 

*' They broke down my park pales, killed most of my deer, though 
rascal and carrion, and let out all the rest, only a tame young stag 
they carried away and presented to Prince Rupert, find my hounds, 
which were extraordinary good. They ate and drank up all that 
the house could afford ; bix>ke up all my trunks, chests, and places ; 
and where they found linen, or any household stuff, they took it 
away with them, and cutting the beds, let out the feathers, and took 
awav the ticks. They likewise carried away my coach, and four 
good horses, and all my^saddle horses, and did all the mischief and 
spoil that malice and enmity could provoke barbarous mercenaries to 
commit, and so they parted. 

"This," he concludes, "is remembered only to raise a constant 
hatred of anything that may in the least tend to the fomenting of 
such unhappiuess and misery." 

" Among other prisoners taken there was John Lilbume (see p. 
397), who conducted himself so violently to Prince Rupert and 
others, that the prince threatened to put him to death, but was de- 
terred by an intimation of reprisal from the earl of Essex. 

* ** The city bands marched forth very cheerftilly under the com- 
mand of Major-general Skippon, who made short and encouraging 
speeches to his soldiers, which were to this purpose : ' Come, my 
boys, my brave boys, let us pray heartily and fight heartily ; I will 
run the same fortunes and hazards with you. Remember the cause 
is for God, and for the defence of yourselves, your wives, and chil- 
dren. Come, my honest brave boys, pray heartily and fight heartily, 
and God will bless us.' " Whitelock, who was present, further says, 
"The city good wives, and others, mindful of their husli^tnds and 
friends, sent many cart-loads of provisions, and wines^ and good 
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whence he retreated through Reading to Oxford, ar- 
riving there Nov. 29. 

A tax of one-twentieth of everv one's estate ordained 
by the parliament for the support of the war, Dec. 13. 

The eastern counties' associate against the king, 
under the command of Lord Grey of Warke. 
. Goring lands in Yorkshire with supplies from Hol- 
land, and the war is carried on fiercely between the earl 
of Newcastle y and Lord Fairfax *. 

A.D. 1643. A negotiation for peace is carried on at 
Oxford*, at intervals, from Jan. 30 to April 15, but 
without anv result. 

The king establishes a mint in New Inn Hall, Oxford, 

Uiings to Tumham-green, with which the soldiers were refreshed, 
and made merry ; and the more, when they understood that the 
king and all his army were retreated^" 

* The associated counties, as they were called, were, Essex, Suf- 
folk, Norfolk, Lincoln, Cambridge, Huntingdon, and Hertford. The 
earl of Manchester (foi-merly Lord Kimbolton) afterwards com- 
manded their levies, having under him Oliver Cromwell. Their pro- 
ceedings were ) egulated by an ordinance, Jan. 16, 1643. 

y William Cavendish. He was soon after created a marquis, but 
at length, disgusted by the roughness of Prince Kupert, he suddenly 
abandoned the contest, after the battle of Marston-moor, and with- 
drew to the continent. He returned with Charles II., was made 
duke of Newcastle, aud died Dec. 25, 1676. 

* Lord Fairfax was assisted by bis sou Thomas, who became the 
chief commander of the parliamentary army when new modelled. 
Thomas was bom in 1611, was educated at St. John's College, Cam- 
bridge, and had served in the Netherlands under Lord Vere. Being 
a rigid Presbyterian, he resigned his command in preference to 
leading the army aguinst the Scots, and lived in retirement imtil 
1660, when he actively exerted himself to forward the restoration of 
Charles II. He died Nov. 12, 1671. 

■ ■ Whitelock was one of the commissioners, and he gives this 
testimony as to the king's abilities : 'Mn this treaty the king mani- 
fested his g^eat parts and abilities, strength of reason, and quickness 
of apprehension, with much patience in hearing what was objected 
against him ; wherein he allowed all freedom, and would himself sum 
up the arguments, and gave a most clear judgment upon them. His 
unhappiuess was, that he had a bettor opinion of others' judgnr.ents 
than of his own, though they were weaker than his own ; and of this 
we had experience, to our great trouble." 



where the plate of the colleges is coined for bis use'*. 
The exchequer is also settled at Oxford, Feb. 13. 

The queen lands at Burlington with supplies', Feb. 
22, but is unable to join the king until July 13, 

The earl of*G3seK takes Reading, April 27, and Sir 
^Villiara Waller * ia HuccesBfiil in the west. 

The Cornish men take arms for the king. They de- 
feat the earl of Stamford (Henry Grey) at Stratton, 
May l(i, and advance into Somersetshire, 



liDued in opanUoa until 164S. Ona remai^Ue 



her (May 2S 
' tie was 



[toin atjnick there (a crown-piece, of tlie type styled Exurg&t money) 

'Hb in consequence proposed an impeachment agfuust 
at the Peers declined to enterlsin it 

-- .1 in 1587, of a goo-t Kentieli family, was educatad at 

Oxford, and had served with great reputation in the Germaa war. 
On his return to Kn^Land he was, through family quarrola, fined in 
the i-tarohamher, and, becoming a member of tho Long Parliament, 
he was one of Che earliest to take up arms. Waller was considered the 
rival of Essex, but was, Uke him, removed from the army by the Self- 
denying Ordinance ; as a leader among the Presbyterians, he opposed 
the (Jesig:na of the Independents, was impeached by them and Im. 

Srisoned. in 164S. He was agsin imprimned as a royaJiat alter tha 
eath of Cromwell, hut was eoon released, and sat in the parlia- 
ment Chat recaUed Charles II. He died Sept. IB, 1668. 
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A plan to disarm the militia of London, and let in the 
king's forces, is detected and punished ®, June, July. 

Colonel Hampden is mortally wounded in a skirmish 
at Chalgrove, near Oxford, June 18 ; he died June 24. 

Sir William Waller is defeated at Lansdown (near 
Bath'), July 5, and at Devizes, July 13. Bristol is sur- 
rendered to Prince Rupert, July 27. 

London is fortified by order of the parliament. 

Commissioners from the Scottish parliament arrive in 
London s. 

The king forms the siege of Gloucester, Aug. 10 ; it 
is relieved by Essex, Sept. 6. 

Essex retires towards London ; he is followed by the 
king, and attacked at Newbury, Sept. 20, but beats off 
the assailants \ 

The Scottish Covenant, with some modifications*, is 

* Edmund Waller, the poet, who had been one of the commissioners 
at Oxford, was the principal contriver, but he had the baseness to 
betray his confederates, and thus saved his own life, being allowed 
to go into exile. 

' Sir Bevil Grenville, the commander of the Cornish troops, was 
Mlled here. 

> Lord Maitland (afterwards earl of Lauderdale) was the principal. 

It The earls of Carnarvon and Simderland, (Robert Dormer and 
Henry Spenser,) and Lord Falkland, fell in this oattle. Essex's horse 
was totally routed, but his foot, principally composed of the London 
trained bands, stood firm, and enabled him to retire without the loss 
of a single gun. 

* This celebrated docmnent, which now received the title of the 
Solemn League and Covenant, differs in many respects from that of 
1638 (see p. 400). It con^ts of six articles, by which the subscribera 
bind themselves to endeavour the preservation of the reformed 
Church in Scotland, and the reformation of religion in England 
and Ireland, ''in doctrine, worship, discipline, and government, 
according to the Word of God, and the example of the best re- 
formed Churches ;" to extirpate " popery, prelacy, superstition, 
heresy, schism, urofaneness, and whatsoever shall be found to be 
contrary to sound doctrine and the power of godliness ;" to preserve 
the liberties of parliament and the king's person and authority ; to 
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solemnly received by the parliament at the assembly of 
divines J, Sept. 25. 

The parliament make a new great seal, in lieu of the 
original, which is in the king's hands ''^ October. 

The marquis of Newcastle defeats Lord Fairfax at 
Adwalton-moor, near Bradford, and penetrates into 
Lincolnshire, when his troops refuse to march further 
south. 

Sir John Hotham and his son are committed to the 
Tower, on a charge of deserting the cause of the par- 
liament ^ 

The merchant adventurers lend £60,000 to the parlia- 
ment, when fresh privileges are granted to them by an 
ordinance. 

The marquis of Ormond agrees to a cessation of arms 
with the Irish, Sept. 15 ; many of them in consequence 
come into England to the assistance of the king, No- 
vember. 

Sir Henry Vane and four others appointed commis- 
sioners, to the Scottish parliament. 

The earl of Warwick is appointed governor and 

discover and punish all " incendiaries, malignants, or evil instru- 
ments ;'* to preserve '* a blessed peace between these kingdoms ;" 
and to assist and defend all who enter into the covenant ; "all which,*' 
say they, *• we shall do as in the sight of God." 

J This body, which consisted of 120 divines, with 80 lay assessors, 
was constituted by an ordinance, June 12, 1643. It ooi^dd only de- 
bate on matters submitted to it by the parliament. Milton and 
other cotemporaries speak in very disparaging terms of boUi the 
learning and integrity of these divines, who were the paid servants 
of the Houses ; (their allowance was 4s. a-day ;) and who, though 
tierce declaimers against pUiralities and non-residence, sou^t 
eagerly for every valuable preferment. 

* See p. 424. They placed it in the keeping of two lords and four 
commoners. 

* They were found guilty, and were executed early in 1646. 
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admiral of the American plantations, by ordinance, 
Nov. 2. 

The duke of Hamilton™ repairs to the king, at Oxford, 
but is considered as a traitor, and confined in Penden- 
nis Castle, in Cornwall. 

The isle of Jersey is occapied by the king's forces. 
A.D. 1644. The Scots enter England to assist the 
parliament, in January, They attempt to take New- 
castle, but fail ; they then possess themselves of Sunder- 
land, where the marquis of Newcastle blockades them". 

A parliament summoned by the king, meets at Oxford, 
Jan. 22, and sits till April. They endeavour to raise 
contributions, impose an excise, write to the earl of 
Essex to treat for peace with *' those by whom he is 
employed," and at length declare the parliament sitting 
at Westminster traitors. 

Lord Fairfax defeats the king's Irish troops at Nant- 
wich ^, Jan. 25, and then marches to relieve the Scots ; 
the combined armies soon after besiege York. 

" He had but recently received this title, April 12, 1643. 

■ They were 21,600 strong, and were commauded by Lesley, earl 
of Leven. Their apparent inactivity was displeasing to their allies, 
and, though various sums were at different times voted on their ap- 
plication, it was not till Feb. 28, 1645, that an ordinance was made, 
granting an assessment of £21,000 monthly for their support. 

** Among the prisoners taken was Gborge Monk, the future restorer 
of royalty. He was bom of a good Devonshire family, in 1608, and 
in his 17th year sailed in Lord Wimbledon's expedition against 
Cadiz. He afterwards joined the English forces in the pay of Hol- 
land, but returned to England when the civil war broke out, and 
served in Ormond's army in Ireland. After an imprisonment of some 
length he was induced to join the Parhamentarians, and was sent 
again to Ireland (Nov. 1646), where he acted vigorously against the 
natives ; and next, changing the scene of his employment, com- 
manded the fleet against tiie Dutch, whom he twice defeated. Monk 
was then entrusted by Cromwell with the government of Scotland, 
and the force at his disposal enabled him to secure the return of 
Charles II. to his kingdoms without any appearance of opposition. 

Ff 
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Sir Edward Bering quits the king at Oxford, and 
submits to the parliament, thus setting the example of 
compounding for ** delinquency." 

Archbishop Laud's trial commences, March 12; it is 
continued by adjournment until November. 

Latham House is defended by the countess of Derby 
against the parliamentary forces from February till May, 
when it is relieved by Prince Rupert P. 

The prince elector (Charles Louis, the king's nephew) 
joins the parliament, and takes the Covenant. 

The earl of Essex and Waller advance against Oxford, 
in April; the king retires to Worcester, but suddenly 
returning, defeats Waller at Cropredy-bridge (near Ban- 
bury), June 29. 

Essex marches westward, and penetrates into Corn- 
wall. 

Taunton is taken for the parliament by Col. Blake^, 
but is soon after again besieged by the royalists. 

Prince Rupert, dispatched to relieve York, is totally 

Monk was created duke of Albemarle, received vast grants of Irish 
forfeited lands, and a lai^ pension ; he, however^ was not inclined 
to be idle, and when a new Dutch war broke out, distinguished him- 
self as joint admiral of the fleet with Prince Rupert, Bad by his 
Sirsonal exertions prevented the landing of the Dutch at Chamam. 
e here exposed himself so much to danger that a friend advised 
him to be more cautious, but he only replied, " Sir, if I had feared 
bullets, I had quitted my trade of a smdier long ago." He died 
Jan. 3, 1669, and received a pompous funeral in Westminster Abbey. 

p The countess retired with her children to the Isle of Man. La- 
tham was again besieged, and was captured in December, 1645. 

* Robert Blake^ better known as a naval oflBcer, was bom in 1598, 
educated at Oxford, and sat in the Long Par lament for Bridgewater. 
After the death of the king Blake was appointed one of the three 
commanders of the navy, when he chased Prince Rupert from the 
British seas ; afterwards repeatedly defeated the Dutch, chastised 
the Barbary pirates, and inflicted vast losses on the Spaniards. He 
died, on shipboard, near Plymouth, Aug. 17, 1657, and was honoured 
with a public funeral. 
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defeated at Marston-moor', July 2. York in conse- 
quence surrenders, and Newcastle is captured by the 
Scots, October 29. 

The queen, who had taken refuge at Exeter, leaves 
England, July 14. 

The earls of Antrim and Montrose (Randal McDonald 
and James Graham ■), and the marquis of Huntley 
(George Gordon*), raise the royal standard in Scot- 
land. 

A body of 1,500 Irish land in the west, under Alister 
McDonald, in July ; Montrose joins them, takes the 
command, defeats Lord Elcbo at Tippermuir (near Perth), 
Sept. 1 ; sacks Aberdeen, Sept. 12, but is obliged to flee 
by the approach of the marquis of Argyle (Archibald 
Campbell **,) lieutenant of the kingdom. 

' The overthrow was generally attributed to the prince's miscon- 
duct, and the marquis of Newcastle and many other active partisans 
of the king in despair abandoned the contest and retired to the oon« 
tinent. 

• He was bom in 1613, when very young travelled much abroad, 
and returning to England, was, through a treachemus manoeuvre 
of the marquis of Hamilton, so coldly received by the king, that 
when the troubles in Scotland broke out he was one of the foremost 
of the Covenanters. He, however, soon penetrated their designs, 
and, leaving them, became one of the most devoted adherents of the 
king. In his cause he gained several victories in Scotland in 1644 
and 1645, but was defeated at Philiphaugh, Sept. 13^ 1645, and in 
1646 laid down his arms by the king's command. Montrose returned 
with a small force while negotiations were pending between Charles II. 
and the Scots, but they refused to recogfnise his commission, and hav- 
ing been defeated and captured, he was brought to Edinburgh, and 
there executed with every circumstance of barbarity and ignominy, 
May 21, 1650. 

* He was brother-in-law of Argyle, by whom he was speedily de- 
feated ; he, however, still adhered to the king, and was at last ex- 
ecuted, by order of the Scottish parliament, in 1649. 

" He was bom in 1598, and became earl of Argyle in 1638, and 
maiquis, Nov. 15, 1641. He was of a most treacherous, intriguing 
character, who in turn betrayed and was hated by all parties. Argyle 
leagued himself with Cromwell, and, coming to London on the 
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The king inarches into the west. Essex suffers him- 
self to be surroanded in Cornwall ; he and a few officers 
escape by sea to Plymouth, and his horse cut their way 
through, but his foot, under Skippon, are obliged to 
surrender, Sept. 2; they give up their arms, and are 
allowed to retire. 

A fresh army is collected under Waller and the earl 
of Manchester ^ ; they advance towards Oxford, fight an 
indecisive battle at Newbury, Oct. 27, and then retire 
into winter quarters. Great discontent is excited thereby, 
and a '* new model" of the army is proposed^. 

Commissioners are sent to Oxford, in November; 
they return with an answer from the king desiring to 
treat for a peace. 

The Commons attaint Archbishop Laud, by ordi- 
nance, Nov. 1 3 ; the Peers, after some delay, consent, 
Dec. 17. 

Sir John Hotham and his son are tried by a court- 
martial for corresponding with the king, December; 
they are both executed, Jan. 1, 2, 1645. 

A.D. 1645. Archbishop Laud is beheaded, Jan. 10. 

Commissioners meet at Uxbridge, Jan. 30, to discuss 

Restoration, was at onoe sent to the Tower. He was soon after 
remitted to Scotland, where he was condemned and executed as a 
traitor. He suffered at Edinburgh, May 25, 1661. 

▼ Formerly Lord Kimbolton. He was soon after displaced, lived 
unnoticed under the Commonwealth, and at the Restoration sat in 
judgment on some of his former associates, having received the post 
of lord chamberlain. He died May 6, 1671. 

» It was alleged that the earl of Essex, Sir William Waller, and 
other soldiers by profession, wished to protract the war for the sake 
of their own emolument, and therefore declined to push matters 
vigorously. Cromwell was known to be the real mover in the 
amir, and Essex and the Scottish commissioners consulted with 
Whitelock and others about impeaching him ; they, however, aban- 
doned their intention, being doubtfid of their power to carry it. 
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terms of peace; the parliamentary party insist on the 
abolition of episcopacy and the Liturgy, and the absolute 
control of the array and navy, and the negotiations are 
broken off, Feb. 22, without any result. 

Montrose suddenly reappears in the field, in January ; 
he ravages the lands of Argyle ; defeats him at Inver- 
lochy, Feb. 2; marches to the east coast, plundering 
Elgin, Aberdeen, and Dundee, but is forced to retire to 
the Highlands in April. 

Armed associations of Clubmen formed, particularly 
in the southern and western counties, to restrain the 
plundering and violence of the armies^. 

The Self-denying Ordinance passed, April 3 y, which 
ordains that no member of parliament shall in future 
hold any office or command, civil or military, granted or 
conferred by either or both of the Houses, or by any 
authority derived from them. 

The parliamentary army on the new model * takes the 
field. It is composed almost exclusively of Independents, 
animated by the sternest fanaticism, is under the nominal 
command of Sir Thomas Fairfax, but the actual leader 
is Cromwell*. 

» They professed strict neutrality as to politics, but in reality in- 
clined to the king's party ; hence the parliamentary troops treated 
them as armed enemies. 

y The earls of Essex, Denbigh, and Manchester laid down their 
commissions the day before. 

■ The king's party imdervalued the new army, calling it in scorn, 
the "new noddle," but they very soon found it a much more for- 
midable opponent than its predecessor had been. Its strength was 
14,000 foot and 7,000 horse and dragoons; the charge was to be 
£44,95.5 per month. Fairfax was the general, with Skippon second 
in command, but he was superseded by Cromwell, and returned to 
the charge of the London militia. 

* He was disqualified by the Self-denying Ordinance, but Fairfax 
obtained its suspension in his £Eivour for a short time, before the 
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The king inarches from Oxford early in May. He re- 
lieves Chester, May 15, and captures Leicester, May 31. 

Fairfax endeavours to surprise Oxford in the absence 
of the king, but fails ; he then follows the royal army, 
and totally defeats it at Naseby^, (near Market Har- 
borough), June 14. The king flees into Wales. 

Carlisle surrenders to the parliament, July 2. 

Fairfax marches into the west, and by the relief of 
Taunton (July 3), the defeat of Goring at Langport 
(July 10), the capture of Bridgewater (July 23), and 
Bath (July 30), prevents the Cornish men assisting the 
royalists. 

Montrose reappears in force in May. He defeats the 
Covenanters at Auldearn (May 9), Alford (July 2), and 
Kilsyth (Aug. 15), and threatens Glasgow ; the Scottish 
forces in consequence commence their return to Scot- 
land. 

The king quits Wales on the approach of the Scots ; 
he crosses the midland counties as far as Huntingdon, 
and retires to Oxford, Aug.. 28. 

Hereford unsuccessfully besieged by the Scots, August 
and September. 

Prince Rupert surrenders Bristol after a feeble defence, 

expiration of which the battle of Naseby had been fought, and all 
idea of then removing Cromwell was abandoned. ** This was much 
spoken against by Essex's party," says Whitelock, " as a breach of 
that ordinance, and a discovery of the intention to continue who they 
pleased, and to remove the others from commands, notwithstanding 
their former self-denyingpretences ; but the Houses judg^ed this fit 
to be now done." Sir William Brereton, Sir Thomas Middleton, 
Sir John Price, also members of the Commons, were likewise con- 
tinued in their commands. 

'' The king's private cabinet was taken, and a number of letters 
found therein afforded proof of his insincerity in the recent negotia- 
tions ; they were accordingly published by me parliament. 
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Sept. 10; the king revokes his commission, and orders 
him to quit the country ^, 

Montrose, who had advanced to the English border, is 
totally defeated at Philiphaugh (near Selkirk,) by Lesley, 
Sept. 13. Montrose and a few others escape, but the 
prisoners are butchered in cold blood, without any form 
of trial d. 

The king attempts in vain to relieve Chester (Sept. 
23), passes through Shropshire to Newark, but after a 
brief stay there, shuts himself up in Oxford, Nov. 5. 

A body of the royal cavalry penetrate as far as Dum- 
fries, in order to join Montrose, but, on the news of his 
flight, return to Carlisle, and disband themselves. 

The king opens secret negotiations with the Scots and 
the Independents, as well as seeking terms of peace from 
the parliament ^. 

Fairfax and Cromwell continue to capture the royal 
castles and posts in the south and west. 

Persons coming from the king's quarters ordered to 
declare themselves, or to be treated as spies, Nov. 13. 

A.D. 1646. The king renews his applications to the 
parliament for an accommodation, but they decline to 
entertain it. The Scots and the Independents, how- 

' He, however, remained, and assisted in the defence of Oxford. 

^ They were held to be Irish rebels, quarter to whom was ex- 
pressly forbidden by an ordinance of the English parliament (Oct. 
24, 1644). Some women, even, who were taken several days after 
the battle, were drowned by direction of the preachera. 

• The intercourse with the Scots was managed by Montreuil, the 
French ambassador ; Major Huntington was the agent with Crom- 
well. The parliament insisted on harder terms than those de- 
manded at Uxbridge (see p. 436), with which the Scots declared 
themselves contented ; Cromwell and his friends professed an inten- 
tion of restoring the king to his authority, but probably they aU 
ready meditated his destruction, which they afterwards accom. 
phshed. 
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ever, carry on negotiations with him, bat with evident 
insincerity. 

Chester sorrenders to the parliament, Feb. 3, after a 
long siege. 

Fairfax, having entirely subdued the west ^ approach^ 
Oxford. The king, after applying, without success, to 
Ireton, leaves the city in disguise, in the night of April 
26. He approaches London, then repairs to the coast 
of Norfolk, but being unable to procure a ship, at length 
repairs to Kelham, (near Newark,) the head-quarters of 
the Scottish army, May 5. He is received with outward 
respect, but is at once required to give orders for the 
surrender of Newark, and for Montrose to lay down his 
arms 9, and is himself urged to take the Covenant. 

The parliament consider themselves deceived by the 
Scots, and threaten hostilities ; the Scots vindicate them- 
selves, but retire to Newcastle, taking the king with 
thera^. 

The royal garrisons yield in quick succession^, and 
the war is for the present ended. 

The king's great seal, taken at Oxford, is broken up 
in the presence of the parliament, Aug. 11. 

' Lord Hopton, the royal general, agreed (March 14, at Truro) to 
disband his forces, delivering up his arms and ammunition. 

< Montrose in consequence embarked for Norway, with a few 
friends, Sept, 3. 

^ He, while in their hands, maintained a controversy on Church 
matters with Alexander Henderson, the chief Presbyterian divine, and 
the papers which passed between them satisfactorily prove not only 
the king's sincere attachment to the Church, but also his intimate 
knowlei^e of the apostolical principle of ecclesiastical discipline. 

' The king issued his orders to that effect from Newcastle, June 
10. Oxford surrendered June 24, Worcester, July 22, Pendennis 
Castle, Aug. 17, and Raglan Castle, Aug. 19. On the Visitation of 
Oxford, in viokttion of the article of its capitulation, see Notes and 
Illustrations. 
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The parliament and the Scots exchange angry letters, 
and the parliament manifest an intention of expelling 
their allies. 

The Scots offer to withdraw from England on pay- 
ment of a sum for their services. The amount is, after 
much contention J, fixed at £400,000, one half to be paid 
before they quit England, and the balance to be secured 
on "the public faith \" 

The parliament send propositions to the king, which 
he finally declines to discuss, unless allowed to return in 
safety and honour to Westminster, Dec. 20. 

A.D. 1647. The Scots leave Newcastle, and give up 
the king into the hands of the parliamentary commis- 
sioners ^ Jan. 30 ; he is removed under a strong guard to 
his own house at Holmby, in Northamptonshire. 

The parliament take steps to disband the army. They 
resolve to send a portion to Ireland, to reduce the es- 

i The Scots* commissioners, in August, desired '' to have consider- 
ation for their losses, hazards, charges, and damage ;*' this consider- 
ation they afterwards stated at ^1,000,000 for arrears, "besides 
losses" to an indefinite amount. They afterwards offered to take 
jr500,000 for the whole, which was ultimately agreed to, but with 
deductions for free quarter, which reduced it to jt 400,000, 

k The money was raised by the sale of the bishops' lands, for which 
ordinances were passed, Oct. 9, Nov. 16 and 30. The Scots received 
£100,000 a few days before, and a Hke sum a few days after, they 
gave up the king, whence they are often said to have sold him to 
his enemies ; the accuracy of this chaise has been questioned, al- 
though it cannot be denied that they exhibited a lamentable want 
of generosity, in taking advantage of the &ict, that, although a 
private negotiation had been earned on with them before he left 
Oxford, he came to them without a formal promise of protection. 
Perhaps they felt compelled to act as they did, for the English 
parliament had by vote declared (Sept. 21) that the disposal of the 
king belonged exclusively to them, and shewed themselves ready to 
enforce the claim by arms. 

* The earls of Pembroke and Denbigh, Lord Montague, Sir James 
Harrington, Sir John Holland, Sir Walter Earle, Sir John Cooke, 
Mr. John Crew, and Major-general Brown. 



44fi TBE STUABTS. 



tablishment for EnglaDd, and to dismiss all officers 
above the rank of colonel, except Sir Thomas Fairfax, 
March8"». 

Harlech Castle, the last royal post, surrenders, 
March 30. 

The king writes to the parliament. May 12, offering 
to consent to their propositions regarding religion and 
the power of the sword ; the letter is favourably re- 
ceived. 

The king is seized at Holmby-house, by Joyce, a 
comet of Fairfax's life-guard, June 4, and carried to 
Childersley, near Cambridge. 

The army take a solemn engagement at Newmarket, 
June 5, refusing to be disbanded. The parliamentary 
commissioners visit them at Triplow- heath (June 10), 
and endeavour in vain to break their union. 

The marquis of Huntley is obliged to lay down his 
arms in Scotland, June. 

The marquis of Ormond makes an agreement with the 



*" This blow was aimed at Cromwell and the other Independents, 
but the Presbyterian party soon discovered that they had conquered 
their sovereign only to find fresh masters. FairflEkX was prevailed on 
to n ove the army from the centre of England to Saffron Walden, 
with the manifest intention of overawing the parliament. The troops 
dems nded payment of their arrears, provirion for the wounded, and 
for Y idows and orphans, and an ordinance of indemnity. The par- 
lian:ent at first took a high tone, and threatened them as "dis- 
turVers of the public peace" (March 29), but this made matters 
worse. The soldiers established a kind of parliament of their own, 
and unanimously resolved neither to be disDanded nor to take ser- 
vice in Ireland until their demands were conceded. The parliament 
now tried to soothe them by passing the ordinance of indemnity 
(May 21), and issuing a portion of their arrears. This did not avail. 
The soldiers combing still more closely together, compelled the par- 
liament to withdraw their offensive declaration, and seeing a pro- 
bability of the Presbyterians and the royalists uniting against them, 
they broke all their measures by seizing the person of tne iumg. 
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parliamentary commanders (June 19), and withdraws 
from Ireland. The Romanists continue the cdhtest, and 
offer the sovereignty of the island to foreign powers. 

The parliament order London to he fortified, and 
forhid the nearer approach of the army; the soldiers 
impeach eleven members ° of treason, and march to 
Ux bridge (June 25), when the parliament give way, 
exclude the obnoxious members, demolish the new 
fortifications, and appoint commissioners to treat for full 
satisfaction to the army. 

The army offer to replace the king on the throne, on 
certain conditions, but he refuses them. 

Fairfax advances towards London, and is joined by 
Lenthall, the speaker, and several of the members of the 
parliament ; he enters London without opposition, Aug. 
6 ; the Houses reassemble, and after some opposition 
from the Presbyterians, all the votes hostile to the army 
are rescinded. 

The king is placed at Hampton Court, and is treated 
with much attention by the army ; he, however, enters 
into a design of the Scots and others to invade £ngland ; 
this is discovered by the army, and he is treated as a 
prisoner. His fears are excited by the fierce denuncia- 
tions of the Levellers^, and he escapes from Hampton 

• They were Sir John Clotworthy, Mr. Gljm, Col. Harley, Denzil 
Holies, Sir William Lewis, Colonel Long, Major-general Massey, Sir 
John Maynard, Mr. Nichols, Sir Philip Stapleton, and Sir William 
Waller. Holies, Long, and Stapleton retired to France, where Sta- 
pleton died very shoitiy after his landing at Calais ; the others were 
allowed to withdraw to their own houses. 

" These men, who formed a very large proportion of the army, 
professed the most exalted ideas of firaedom, and scorned to be 
bound by any existing mode of government in Church or State. 
They advocated a republic of the wildest kind, and looking on the 
king as a serious obstacle to their plans, they spoke of him as Ahab, 
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Court, Nov. 12 ; he seeks refuge with Colonel Ham- 
mond, governor of the Isle of Wight, and is placed by 
him in Carisbrooke Castle, Nov. 14. 

Cromwell endeavours to curb the Levellers, but fails ; 
he then comes to an agreement with them. 

The king renews his offers for an accommodation to 
the parliament, Nov. 16 ; they are not attended to, and 
he negotiates anew with the Scots. 

The parliament at length offer four propositions P to 
the king, as the basis of a personal treaty, Dec. 24 ; the 
Scots offer less onerous terms, and he refuses his assent, 
Dec. 28; he on the same day endeavours to escape 
from Carisbrooke Castle, but is prevented 4. 

A.D. 1648. The parliament, under the coercion of 
the army, declare they will no more treat with the king, 
nor allow others to do so, under the penalty of treason. 

The king publishes an appeal to the people against 
this vote. It is favourably received, and Colonel Poyer, 
a parliamentary of&cer, hoists the royal standard at Pem- 
broke. He is joined by other officers, as also by the 

and openly demanded his blood. Their &naticism was fstnued by 
the outrageous discourses of Hugh Peters, a preacher. He was bom 
at Fowey, in Cornwall, and educated at Trinity College, Cambridge, 
but was expelled for his immoral life ; he then became a sta^- 
plaver, yet after a while obtained ordination from Bishop Monteigne, 
and was lecturer at St. Sepulchre's^ London, but was expelled from 
this office also, and fled to Holland. Betuming on the breaking out 
of the civil war, he acted as a military chaplain. Peters was a lead- 
ing man among the Anabaptists during tne Commonweidth, and at 
length was executed as a r^cide, October 19, 1660. 

p These required, that the miUtia should be placed at their dis- 
posal ; that the king's declarations against the parliament should be 
withdrawn ; that the peerages bestowed since the commencement 
of the war should be set aside ; and, lastly, that the Houses should 
be adjourned onlv with their own consent. 

«» Captain Burley, a royalist, who attempted to get up a rising in 
the island to favour this project, was seized and executed. 
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royalists, and is at first saccessful ; Cromwell marches 
against him, and after a six weeks* siege, captures Pem- 
broke, and crushes the movement'. 

Tumults occur in London and many other places, and 
an army is raised in Kent, in favour of the king. 

The duke of Hamilton induces the Scots to espouse 
the royal cause. 

The young duke of York escapes from St. James's, 
April 22. 

The Kentish rising occurs. May 23 ; six ships of war 
in the Downs mount the king's flag, and repair to Hol- 
land. The prince of Wales takes the command, and 
appears in the Thames with a fleet of nineteen ships, 
early in July». 

Fairfax defeats the Kentish men at Maidstone, June 1 ; 
a party of them, under the earl of Norwich (George 
Goring), endeavour to enter London, but being foiled 
by the vigilance of Skippon, retire into Essex, and oc- 
cupy Colchester. 

The Scots enter England, July 5, where Berwick and 
Carlisle are in the hands of the rovalists under Sir 
Marmaduke Langdale. Cromwell and Lambert advance, 
and totally defeat them near Preston, Aug. 1 7 ; the duke 
of Hamilton is captured at Uttoxeter, Aug. 20, but 
Langdale conceals himself in London. 

The earl of Holland appears in arms at Kingston, 



' The principal leaders were obliged to cast lots for their lives ; 
the lot fell on Poyer, and he was shot at London, after a long im- 
prisonment, April 25, 1649. 

■ His forces landed at Deal, and occupied the castle for a time ; 
but it was found impossible to reach the Isle of Wight, as had been 
intended. 
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July 5, he is defeated and put to flight, July 7* and cap- 
tured at St. Neot's, July 10. 

Fairfax captures Colchester, Aug. 28 ; Sir George 
Lisle and Sir Charles Lucas, two of the prisoners, are 
shot hy sentence of a court-martial, Aug. 29 ; the earl 
of Norwich and Lord Capel are reserved for triaL 

The prince's fleet retires to Holland, at the end of 
August, without attempting to rescue the king. 

On the proposition of the Peers, negotiations are re- 
'sumed with the king. They were opened at Newport, 
Sept. 18, and continued until Nov. 27> when the king 
agreed to most of the terms demanded K 

The marquis of Ormond returns to Ireland, Sept. 29. 

Cromwell advances into Scotland, in September, and 
disperses some new levies of the royalists; he retakes 
Berwick, and Carlisle, and returns to London, Dec. 7. 

The Levellers, while the negotiations are carried on, 
demand the blood of the king more vehemently than 
before ; he is seized at Newport, by order of the council 
of the army, Nov. 30, and imprisoned in Hurst Castle. 

The council of officers publish a declaration accusing 
the parliament of perfidy, and desire all well-affected 
members to resort to them, Nov. 30. At the same time 
several regiments march into London. 

* These were^ to leave the militia at the disposal of the parliament ; 
to leave also the reduction of Ireland in their hands ; to pass an act 
of oblivion ; to abolish episcopacy, take the Covenant, and receive 
the Assembly of Divines and the Directory. The political propo- 
sitions the king agreed to ; he also consented to allow, for a limited 
period, of the Assembly and the Directory, but he refused to sub- 
scribe the Covenant, or to deny the divine origin of episcopacy, 
though he was willing, i>robably from deference to the views of 
Archbishop Usher, to strip bishops of their property, and to bo 
satisfied with a bare recognition of an inherent difference between 
their order and that of presbyters. 
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The parliament vote, after a three days' debate, that 
the king's concessions are a sufficient ground for a settle- 
ment, Dec. 5. On the next day, the House is " purged" 
by Colonel Pride, when 47 members are seized and im- 
prisoned, and 96 excluded from the House. 

The remains of the parliament^ (known as the Rump) 
vote the late treaty with the king dishonourable and 
dangerous, Dec. 13 ; and afterwards (Dec. 23) that he 
shall be brought to trial, as guilty of treason against the 
people. 

The king is removed from Hurst Castle, Dec. 18, and 
brought to St. James's ; thence he is taken to Windsor 
Castle, Dec. 22, where the customary respect to royalty 
is denied him. 

A.D. 1649, The Commons vote that a king of Eng- 
land making war against his parliament is guilty of trea- 
son ; and also that a high court of justice shall be 
erected to try " Charles St lart, king of England," on 
that charge, Jan. 1 ; the Peers refuse to concur, and 
adjourn their house, Jan. 2 ; the Commons then vote 
that the supreme authority resides in themselves, Jan. 4 ; 
and pass the ordinance for the king*s trial, Jan. 6. 

Cromwell professes to oppose the proceedings against 
the king, and Fairfax positively re i ses to join in them ; 
the Scottish commissioners protest, but are disregarded. 

The officers of the army draw up a proposed new 
constitution, called ** An Agreement of the People," 
which is presented to the parliament, Jan. 20. 

The king is brought to Whitehall, Jan. 19 ; the high 

• It mustered only about fifty members, and appears to have been 
at the absolute disposal of the army. 
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court of jastice^ assembles, Jan. 20. The king is brought 
before it, three different days (Jan. 20, 22, 23), but refuses 
to acknowledge its jurisdiction. Some formal evidence 
of his appearing in arms against the parliament is beard, 
Jan. 26 ; the king is again brought forward, and de- 
mands a conference with the parliament; this is re- 
fused, and judgment of death is pronounced against 
him, Jan. 27 

Ambassadors from Holland arrive to intercede for the 
king, Jan. 26 ; they bring a sheet of paper signed and 
sealed by the prince of Wales, for the heads of the army 
to fill up with their own terms for sparing the king's 
life. 

The king takes leave of his children (the Princess 
Elizabeth and the duke of Gloucester), declines to see 
his nephew (Prince Charles Louis) and other friends, 
and with the assistance of Dr. Juxon, bishop of London, 
prepares for death. 

T)ie king is brought on foot from St. James's to 
Whitehall, at 10 in the morning; he is allowed to rest 
awhile ^ and at 2 in the afternoon is beheaded, Jan. 30. 
His body is removed to Windsor, and there buried, 
Feb. 8. 

> See Notes and IHustrations. 

' The delay is believed to have been occasioned by a discussion of 
the offer of the prince of Wales, but the principal actors doubtless 
f(^t that they had proceeded too hr to recede with satiety. 
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SHOBT NOTES 

»T0 ACCOMPANY THE TEXTS OF THE OXFORD POCKET CLASSIC^ 
ARB NOW IN COURSE OF PUBLICATION. 



Thb ebaitges which are* now taking place in the system of 
Educatien in our Universities, necessitate a corresponding change 
in our Schools ; and less time must he given to Greek and Latin, 
to allow for other branches of study. To facilitate this object, 
tlkese short notes, wlikh have been prepared by persons engaged 
in tuition I are published. 

They will as far as possible assist in mastering difficulties, in- 
stead of affording facilities for passing them over, both by pointing 
out wherein the real difficulty lies, and then the means for over- 
coming it by reference to rules of construction, grammars, &c. ; 
in short, such imfornxation as in all probability the schoolmaster 
would think it necessary to ^n part. himself to his scholars; and 
thus it is hoped, that, without preventing the acquirement of a 
fundamental knowledge of the language, they may materially save 
the time both of Teacher and Pupil. 

It is not intended that these notes should be used or referred to 
during the lesson, but should be studied beforehand. For this 
purpose they are printed separately from the texts, and placed 
at the end ; or, in the case of the complete worlds, bound in a 
separate volume. 

It is hoped that this plan of issue,- and the suggestive nature of 
the notes, may obviate and answer many of the objections whicli 
have been raised to the employment of these aids generally. 
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purposes than this Epitbme."— Z)ai/y JVcw», June 4. 

" This is a hook we. like. It is not a history, hut a summary of history 
based on the statements of the most nearly contemporary writers."— ^</a& 

LECTURES ON THE HISTORY OF ENGLAND, 
by a Lady. Edited by the Rev. Charles Marriott. Vols. 
1 and 2. Fcap. 8to., cloth, 15s. 

INAUGURAL LECTURE on the Study of Mootbk 

• History. By T. Arnold, D,D, 8vo., Is. A^ ^ 
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